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South Sheep 2012
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Local school children enjoying a tour and •	
demonstrations around the show.

Philip Derryman with his presentation on •	
his trip to New Zealand for the World Young 
Shepherds Competition in 2011 when he 
came 2nd in individual class and 1st in the 
team class.

David Barratt, Farm Manager, commentating, with the hosting farm and the show •	
in the background.

William Hinton from Lackham College, the winner of the students competition, •	
during the Lamb Selection test.
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B
etween me writing this and you 
reading it we will have held 
3 major sheep events in the 
UK. Scotsheep (which was a 

tremendous event), Southsheep, and 
the National Sheep Event at Malvern, 
will have taken place and I hope that all 
of you that attended found the events 
informative and enjoyable.  

I would like to pay tribute to all the 
organisers and their teams, the work 
involved is immense and the pressure 
that builds as the events approach – 
well I’m not sure how to describe it 
but it keeps people on their toes…  To 
the exhibitors and sponsors too, these 
events would not work without their 
support and they are an essential part of 
the event content.  

I hope that the efforts result in the 
majority of sheep producers and others 
interested in sheep getting easy access to 
events that provide valuable information 
as well as business opportunities and 
social gatherings.  If so then it is a good 
example of the NSA is doing its work 
well.

EID challenges
Of course we do far more than organise 
and run events and many members will 
be aware that during late April and early 
May NSA took a very in depth exploration 
into EID and potential legal challenges 
against the regulation.  

This came about because of serious 
concerns following announcements in 
England and Wales over zero tolerance in 
movement reporting, and feedback from 
the EU to Scotland that even with Scot 
EID in place there would be no tolerance 
before automatic SFP penalties apply.  

While NSA has long supported the 
need for effective sheep identification 
and movements reporting in order to 
reduce the risk of disease spread and 
give confidence to markets that our 
industry has good procedures in place to 
avoid and deal with disease outbreaks, 
there is mounting frustration that the 
regulators are not aligned with reality over 
the accuracy and reliability of electronic 
reading equipment.

Sheep farmers have been encouraged 
to adopt and rely on a technology that is in 

its infancy based on original suggestions 
that there would be understanding and 
leniency during implementation.  It 
was because of this that we decided 
investigate options for a legal challenge.

The first stage was to discuss the 
judicial review that had been raised in 
Germany by the German Shepherds 
Association, where the German courts 
had referred the case to the EU Court of 
Justice.   There was a possibility of the 
NSA officially ‘intervening’ in the German 
case, however the German Shepherds 
Association were not keen on this 
approach. 

They were fighting for the complete 
abolition of EID (something the NSA 
doesn’t support), and legal advice 
suggested that the EU Court of Justice 
was under no obligation to accept 
our intervention - and indeed may not 
because it would confuse the case. 

Judicial review
With this avenue closed we then explored 
the possibility of a judicial review here in 
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the UK.  We were very close to the end 
of a three month period where a judicial 
review can be registered but even more 
importantly the estimated costs of this 
would have put the NSA at too much risk 
given the timescales involved.

So, with full NSA Board approval 
we took the decision to support the 
German case in whichever way we 
could but without formally intervening in 
their case, and to proactively work with 
other interested bodies (farming unions) 
to make sure that we initiated a review 
of the EID regulations at the earliest 
opportunity.  

This strategy has already started to 
pay off following a meeting we requested 
with the NFU, with them (bolstered with 
our support and information) identifying 
at a recent Copa Cogeca meeting that 

many other EU states have similar 
problems with the application of the 
regulation – France, Spain, and Germany 
to name a few.  

The next stages in this work include 
the gathering of examples where EID 
is causing problems – poor read rates, 
unreasonable financial penalties, so that 
we have evidence to demonstrate the 
need for a review, and an industry wide 
meeting to ensure as many organisations 
as possible are involved and all pulling in 
the same direction.

NSA position on sheep identification 
and movements reporting shows a 
clear and practical way forward and 
is available on the members section of 
NSA web site. 

Phil Stocker
q

Notice is hereby given that The Moredun Foundation AGM
will be held on Thursday 6 September 2012

at 4pm at Pentlands Science Park, Edinburgh

If you would like to attend please contact Maggie Bennett (margaret.bennett@
moredun.org.uk) no later than Tuesday 28 August so that your name can be added 
to the Security list for the day. Unfortunately, anyone arriving at Pentlands Science 

Park who is not on the Security list will be refused entry.

Please note that only full and life members are eligible to vote at this meeting.  
Associate members may attend but are ineligible to vote. Please contact the 

Moredun Foundation if you need clarification of your membership status.

National Sheep Association 
AGM 2012 & Farm Walk

Coffee and tea available from 9.30am

Notice is hereby given that the 119th

Annual General Meeting of the 
National Sheep Association 
is to be held at The Royal 

Agricultural College, Cirencester, 
at 10 am on the 22nd August

By Order of the Trustees

AGENDA
To receive apologies for absence.•	

To confirm the Minutes of the 118th •	
Annual General Meeting.

To receive:•	

The Trustees Report to year ended •	
31st December 2011.

The Statement of Accounts to year •	
ended 31st December 2011.

The adoption of (a) and (b).•	

To elect:•	

Officers for the ensuing year; •	
President and Honorary Treasurer

Vice-President(s) •	

Auditors.•	

Presentation of current NSA activities•	

12am Lunch at Duchy Home farm,
by kind permission of Duchy Home 

Farm, Tetbury,
Duchy Home Farm, Broadfield Farm, 

Tetbury, Glos GL8 8SE

1.30 Farm tour
4pm Close

The EU authorities were proposing 
to make life more complicated with 
reference to scrapie and breeding 

sheep trade between member states, 
writes Henry Lewis, Executive Chairman 
of British Livestock Genetics.  

However, after lobbying of Defra by 
industry here, interventions were made 
on behalf of the UK which seem to 
have reached a satisfactory status quo 
position.

The latest proposal discussed at the 
EU meetings is along the following lines 
for EU trade:

The Commission are proposing a two 
tier system – holdings with a negligible 
risk of classical scrapie and those with a 

controlled risk. 
Holdings with a negligible risk, 

equivalent in technical terms to scrapie-
free status in a holding and based on 
full compliance with the full list of OIE 
provisions for at least seven years, 
would only be required for trade in non 
ARR/ARR animals to Member States 
with an approved control programme for 
classical Scrapie (only Denmark, Austria, 
Finland and Sweden).

Trade to all other Member States 
would be required to come from holdings 
designated as a controlled risk based 
on compliance for three years – as is 
presently the case, and therefore will 
have no effect on current trade.

It is also not mandatory for exporters 
to be members of a scrapie scheme 
provided a veterinary surgeon can sign 
the certificate based on the history of the 
farm etc.

There have also been discussions 
with regards to a derogation to help 
the preservation of rare breeds that the 
Commission will take on board. They will 
also add in something in future versions 
providing a derogation for pets and show 
animals.

On timings - there will need to be 
further drafts and discussions but they 
hope to have a final version for a vote 
ready in September/October.     

q

Scrapie Update



Scotland

There has been a lot positive feedback 
on ‘The Complementary role of 

sheep in the Less Favoured Areas’ report 
that was published in May. Even more 
so for Chairman of the group George 
Milne, I have received many e-mails and 
messages of congratulations for the 
success of the report.

Billy Renwick said, ‘Congratulations to 
all at the NSA from their production of 
their report, a big thank you from all hill 
and upland sheep farmers, keep up the 
good work. 

Andrew Douglas, a member of the 
group involved in the production of the 
report said, ‘I must say a special thanks 
to George, who did an excellent job 
bringing the whole thing together’.

 ‘It makes you proud to be part of the 
NSA’, was one a common comments 
received from people who have read 
the report. To hear this is excellent and 
shows that there is a great ethos in 
our association, which we need to use 
as a positive step to encouraging new 
members to sign up.

George has also presented the paper 
to the Agricultural Committee in Brussels, 
this event was kindly organised by Alyn 
Smith MEP.

An attendance of 8,000 people flocked 
to the event at Morrison’s farm, which 
has made it a record year for Scotsheep 
and the NSA Scottish region would like 
to thank all NSA members who attended 
Scotsheep at Dumfries House on the 6th 
June. 

The weather didn’t dampen the spirits 
of the committee nor the exhibitors, who 
put on a fabulous event with a packed 
programme which included; Seminars, 
Farm Tours, Dog Trials, Young Shepherd 
of the Year Competition, Stock Judging 
and much more.

 The Scottish Region are particularly 
grateful to the organiser’s Euan Emslie 
and Julie Sedgewick and the organising 
committee, Chaired by Neale Mcquistin 
and to all those who helped to make 
the whole event such a great success. 
A special thank you must also go to 
Morrison’s for all their support and 
enthusiasm though out the whole event.

It was particularly noticeable to see 
the great effort that the breed societies 
had made in laying on their breed stands 
to such a high standard. The work and 
effort that went into the displays and the 
sheep is a real credit to them and the 
sheep industry. 

Meetings continue on CAP reform and 
EID and you will all be in a position to 
read regular updates either though press 
releases or on the NSA Scottish region 
website.

Caroline Orr, Secretary

Cymru/Wales

By the time you read this report you 
will be looking forward to the Royal 

Welsh which I hope is dry because as I 
write this report I am sat in a marquee at 
a very windy and soggy grassland event 
at Merthyr Cynog, Brecon.  

John Davies and all concerned have 
put a huge effort into this event and 
it is such a shame about the weather.  
However, a little bit of good news is that 
fat lambs are on the up and I hope the 
trend continues. 

NSA Cymru/Wales still has some 
concerns about the Welsh Cymru EID 
database and although the Welsh Deputy 
Minister won’t change his mind on this 
issue we will continue to try to obtain the 
best results for Wales.

The Region is planning to hold a farm 
walk in the Pwllheli area during August 
and further details will be available via 
the email update, website, Facebook 
and Twitter. 
Helen Davies, Secretary 

Central 

The wettest April for a century has had 
a devastating effect on many of our 

region’s sheep flocks, especially as it so 
closely followed the March heat wave, so 
that even lambs which were a few weeks 
old by the time the weather turned had 
not had a chance to harden off, resulting 
in many instances in heavy lamb losses. 

Some farmers also had blizzards and 
deep drifts with lying snow to contend 
with on the 4th April, about the time 
when outdoor lambing flocks were just 
getting into full swing. Locating lambs 
buried in drifts was only the start of the 
problem.  

On being rescued many tried to 
return to their snow holes, seeking 
shelter from bitter east snow 
laden winds, and then persuading 
exhausted ewes to have them back 
was a further difficulty. 

One farmer managed to get his 
Blue Faced Leicesters indoors 
only to endure a three day power 
cut so many of the lambs died of 

cold despite his best efforts.
Grass was in short supply for many 

of us in March because of the heat and 
dry, and then the following rains were 
so cold that nothing grew. Now we 
have temperatures fluctuating wildly, 
sometimes a range of 14C from one day 
to the next. 

This is affecting ewes too.  Shearing to 
protect against maggots has resulted in 
some cases of freshly shorn ewes dying 
from sudden cold spells.

Dog worrying continues to affect some 
unfortunate flocks - remember to report 
all instances to the NSA website and to 
take photos.  We need hard evidence to 
help combat this problem. 

Another pedigree breeder has had 
three ewe lambs killed in the field and 
butchered for the black market, a problem 
which appears to be on the increase.    

Central Region, assisted by Bagshaws, 
are supporting two young people entering 
the Young Shepherd Competition at 
Sheep 2012 next month in Malvern.  They 
were our first and second prize winners 
at our Winter Fair in 2011.  

A date for your diaries, our next Winter 
Fair will take place on Thursday 24th 
January 2013 at Bakewell Market.

Kath Birkinshaw,
Committee Member 

South East

Not a lot has happened NSA wise on 
the ground in the region since the 

last report but there has been lots of 
activity behind the scenes to ensure that 
our flagship event, South Sheep, goes 
without a hitch.  

There have been a record number of 
trade stand entries this year, showing 
that the rebirth of the event two years 
ago was the right decision. On a personal 
note can I express my sincere thanks 
to both Sue Martyn and 

Bob Blanden, 
w i t h o u t 

w h o s e 
h a r d 

work and 
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How many lambs 
can you afford to lose?

Without warning, enzootic abortion and toxoplasmosis can take significant numbers of lambs,
increasing your workload and stress at lambing whilst reducing profit. Nearly 3 out of 4 flocks
tested harboured either enzootic abortion or toxoplasmosis. 43% have both1. 

Vaccinate with Enzovax® and Toxovax® to 
help protect your flock and realise your 
scanning and lambing potential.

Together raising healthy lambs1. FlockCheck data 2010/2011.

Use medicines responsibly.
For more information visit www.noah.co.uk/responsible

Enzovax and Toxovax are only available via your animal prescriber or veterinary surgeon from
whom advice should be sought. Enzovax contains Chlamydophila abortus strain 1B. 
Toxovax contains Toxoplasma gondii.  Legal categories   POM-V
Enzovax and Toxovax are the property of Intervet International B.V. or affiliated companies or
licensors and is protected by copyrights, trademark and other intellectual property laws. 
Copyright © 2010 Intervet International B.V. All rights reserved. 
Further information is available from: 
MSD Animal Health, Walton Manor, Walton, Milton Keynes MK7 7AJ
Tel: 01908 685 685 • vet-support.uk@merck.com • www.msd-animal-health.co.uk 
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commitment the event would not take 
place.

Well, weather wise March was at times 
wall to wall sunshine, but following a 
dry winter, grass growth was slow. April 
came, we starting lambing, the heavens 
opened. For about three weeks barely 
a 24 hour period passed without rain, 
lower than normal temperatures, wet 
underfoot combined with low grass 
covers, meant a challenging time for the 
ewes and their newborn lambs, let alone 
the shepherds!

Field conditions also meant that our 
arable neighbours have had their own 
problems! Anyway all that is now behind 
us, soil temperatures have risen and 
together with adequate moisture have 
resulted in good grass growth. All we 
need now is for the lambs to have some 
sunshine on their backs and they will 
grow like mushrooms!

Lamb prices have not peaked as high 
and have dropped disappointingly fast 
this spring, resulting in lower margins for 
the early lambing flocks, and with 30 per 
cent plus of our production exported, 
one would need a crystal ball to know 
how much  the euro crisis will affect the 
lamb price over the coming months but 
as farmers we should not add to the fall 
by talking the market down.

Chris Hodgkins, Chairman

Eastern

We had a great Farm Walk by 
invitation of the Holkham Estate 

in North Norfolk and our thanks go to 
everyone on the Estate who gave up their 
time for us.  The overall picture of the 
Estate was explained to us, and that has 
changed dramatically over the years.  We 
looked at all the enterprises;  deer in the 
Deer Park, the arable enterprise, the beef 
suckler herd and the finishing unit which 
supplies a local butcher on an all year 
round basis.  Then we had an explanation 
of the environmental management of the 
Estate which has recently come in-house 
from natural England.  

The weather was kind to us and we all 
had a wonderful day.  

Don’t forget our early ram sale at 
Rugby Farmers Market at Stoneleigh 

on the National Agricultural Centre on 
Monday 20th August.  Contact the 
Eastern Region office for details, entry 
forms etc.  Tel : 01953 607860.

Also our Eastern Regional Ram Sale 
at Melton Mowbray, Livestock Market 
on Friday 21st September.  Again entry 
forms can be obtained from the office.  
You can email at offices@ceressolutions.
co.uk

Another date for your diaries is the 
AGM at the Heathcourt Hotel, Newmarket 
on Wednesday 10th October.

Jonathan Barber, Secretary

Marches

Having attended numerous meetings 
on Animal health/welfare, EID, Farm 

assurance and nutrition to name a few 
it’s difficult at times to keep know when 
to say no to invites and prioritise what 
will best serve the industry and our 
membership. 

I suppose that’s why many of us across 
the country have worked hard  with 
NSA over the years, not only does the 
association pack a punch well above its 
weight the impact and value we deliver 
through directing, giving opinion and 
advice to policy makers is so important. 
It has influenced the way policy 
decisions have been made. The greater 
the communication and networking 
avenues we are exposed to the greater 
the chances we have to influence the 
shape and direction for generations 
to come. Please remember this when 
speaking to non-members in the region 
and encourage them to join up.

I was presented with the figures that 
the Red Tractor logo is now found on 
about £12 billion worth of food and drinks 
products at retail sales value! What a 
great achievement, we now look forward 
to seeing that value driving back to our 
farm gate. The region would welcome 
Red Tractor and the Certification Bodies 
working together to give incentives to 
sheep producers to stay and become 
assured and review the standards  that 

reflect the needs of the supply chain 
and reduces duplication from other 
inspections.

As many members across the region 
are assured we must remember that 
over two decades ago it was formed so 
one inspection would serve the needs 
and give confidence to the buyers of 
lamb that it has been independently 
inspected, guaranteeing food safety, 
quality and traceability.  Let’s hope that 
with the McDonald and Williams review 
that those who have an inspection will 
start to receive fewer inspections which 
cause stress and undue pressure on 
sheep producers.   

The committee has recently held a 
series of conference calls to discuss 
regional issues, concerns have been 
raised as to the lamb price and why it 
has dropped! We thought we would ask 
Billy Mussett, he said, “The euro was at 
114/115 this time last year and we now 
see it at 124/125, this is the difference 
of 50p/kg/dw, skins have halved in value 
and consumption has dropped and 42% 
of lamb sales were due to promotion in 
2012 so far-mild Easter weather held  
and drove sales with roasting joints 
the usual favourite. We need to get the 
UK consumer eating lamb as we are 
seriously fragile relying on export to 
boost prices alone, we need to enthuse 
the consumers at home to eat lamb 
regularly rather than a treat, we need to 
maybe take a drop in price to promote 
stimulate demand which will hopefully 
lead to sustainable prices driven through 
regular consumption” 

I was also invited to represent the views 
of the region regarding the proposed 
English database, well what a challenge. 
The view was if we are to have a database 
driven by legislation then we need a 
system which is more efficient than the 
current processing system, one which 
gives confidence in batch traceability, 
can be used to secure local and global 
trade as we would/could have the ability 
to shut areas of the country down in a 
disease outbreak and continue to trade. 
Any information on the system is the 
bare minimum and Defra has no access 
to farm details other than those required 
by legislation. Any other function would 
be taken up on an individual requirement 
basis which wants and chooses to use 
individual EID as a management tool. 
Also some members may wish to use a 
system which may mean they input farm 
information that they are happy to be 
viewed and reduces the risk of on farm 
inspection, this would be a development 
of the system if required by individuals 
and not supported broadly by the 
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Looking towards Holkham Hall

Members discussion the environmental 
issues with suckler herd in the 
background



NSA South West Ram Sale
The annual NSA South West Ram Sale is being held on 

Wednesday
15th August as usual at the

Exeter Livestock Centre.
Entries close on the 2nd July with the ballot being held on the 

9th July.
Last year the sale attracted an entry of 693 rams and Society 

females and a similar entry is expected this year.
The sale is very much seen as ‘THE’ sale for those wishing to 

purchase good quality commercial rams.
Catalogues will be available from the sale secretary Peter 
Farnsworth c/o Rendells,Stonepark,Ashburton,Devon TQ 
13 7RH, Tel 01364 654670 or online www.rendells.co.uk/

agricultural/catalogues

Sheep 
Health & 
Welfare 
Conference

Programme
09:30 Registration & Coffee.

10:00 Welcome & Introduction.
 Peter Baber - Conference Chairman.

10:10 The Real Cost of Endemic Disease to the Business - The Need to Act! 
 Phil Stocker - Chief Executive, National Sheep Association.

10:45 Combating the Real Threats to the Sheep Farming Business. 
 Professor Neil Sargison - Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies.

11:20 Coffee

11:40 The Wider Sheep Health Issue, How to Detect Early, 
 Design and Implement Prevention Strategies.
 Chris Lewis - Independent sheep veterinary consultant.

12:15 Internal Parasites - Making Practical Sense of the Latest Science.  
 Lesley Stubbings - Independent sheep consultant and farmer. 

12:45 Lunch

14:00 Schmallenberg Virus - Where are We Now?  
 Alasdair Cook - Animal Health Veterinary Laboratories Agency -
 Schmallenberg Specialist.

14:30 The Research Pipeline Where are We at With the Science
 Behind Flock Health and Welfare. 
 Professor Julie Fitzpatrick - Chief Executive, Moredum Research Institute.

15:05 Collaborating to Address the SCAB Challenge.
 Panel: Neil Sargison, Lesley Stubbings, Chris Dodds, Alick Simmons.

 Facilitator: Chris Lloyd - English Beef & Lamb Executive.

15:50 Summary of the day and next steps.
 Peter Baber.

16:00 Conference close.

21st November 2012,
Sixways Stadium,
Worcester.

Good sheep health and welfare 
goes hand in hand with 
improved output, efficiency, and 

profitability.  With real potential for the 
sheep sector very evident, now is the 
time to focus on health improvements 
to ensure that potential is met. This 
conference is being organized by the 
Sheep Health and Welfare Group for 
England. Booking forms available on 
the NSA website, or by contacting the 
office on 01684 892661.     q
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region.
The breeding season is shortly with 

us; remember to ask about the health 
history and treatments of purchased 
sheep, we need to reduce the spread 
of resistance and the reliance on inputs. 
We need to be more conscience about 
correct vaccination techniques as 
visiting a member recently and seeing 
vaccine which required SUBQ injection 
going into the muscle and we wonder 

why at time vaccines fail!! Have a look at 
the EBLEX material on selecting rams as 
there are big benefits of using genetic to 
gain efficiencies on farm.

Sadly by the time you read this we will 
have last a massive asset to the NSA 
team, Dy Webb will be leaving us after 
the sheep event. Dy has been the back 
bone in helping get the Marches region 
established and keeping us within the 
requirements of the association, she 

has always been there to help and drive 
our region and national membership 
forward with progressive views of how 
the association can be driven forward. 
It certainly has made me aware of those 
around me and how we value staff, we 
don’t generally really value something 
until we lose it!!! Good Luck Dy

Nick Davies, Chairman

q
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Y
our rams contribute 50 per 
cent of the genetic make-up of 
your lamb crop, and will have a 
major influence on the success 

and profitability of your sheep enterprise. 
They can affect the ease of lambing, 
the viability, conformation, subsequent 
growth rates and killing-out percentages 
of the lambs, as well as some less 
obvious traits, such as resilience to 
certain diseases.

Yet in spite of their value, rams are often 
neglected for large parts of the year, only 
being remembered at the last minute to 
be wheeled out on the appointed day 
to do the business. This is certainly 
not using them to best advantage and 
may be costing you money in terms of 
lowered fertility and more protracted 
lambing periods. 

You need to start thinking about the 
rams in early summer, three months 
before the anticipated tupping date. This 
will give allow you to identify those that 
should be culled with time to purchase 
and quarantine their replacements. So 
drive over to that remote paddock at the 
far end of the farm, where they’ve been 
since last winter, collect them up and 
check them over now. Look particularly 
at four things:

Condition score 
If some rams are obviously in poorer 
condition than others, try to establish 
the reason for this. Is it old age, or teeth, 
or arthritis? Or do they have some other 
underlying disease problem, such as 
fluke, or Johne’s disease or OPA? Mark 
any that need culling.

Rams need to be in condition score 
3.5 - 4.0 on the day they are turned in 
with the ewes. On good grazing, it will 
take about eight weeks to put on one 
condition score. If the grazing is poor, 
then it may be necessary to feed a small 
amount of concentrates, but be careful, 
as overfeeding concentrates can lead to 
acidosis or urethral obstruction, or even 
copper toxicity, especially in Texel rams. 

If necessary, start any concentrate 
feeding about six weeks before tupping, 
at no more than 250 grams/head/day for 

the first fortnight, and then increase up 
to 500 grams/head/day over the next 
month. Don’t get them too fat, as this can 
make them lazy and reduce their libido. 
It can also result in fat being deposited 
around the neck of the scrotum, which 
can interfere with temperature regulation 
on hot days and adversely affect sperm 
production. 

Teeth 
Check both the incisors and the molar 
teeth. Lack of incisors may not be critical, 
if the ram is otherwise in good condition, 
but facial swellings over the molar teeth 
usually indicate a tooth abscess, and 
these rams should be culled.

Feet 
Lame rams will not work, so make sure 
that you treat any lameness promptly. 
Inter-digital fibromas are common in 
some breeds of ram, and may cause 
problems. It is possible for your veterinary 
surgeon to remove these surgically, but 
obviously this must be carried out well in 
advance of the breeding season. 

Any cases of foot rot should be treated 
with a course of injectable antibiotics. 
Don’t trim these feet, it only spreads the 
disease, and don’t bother with foot baths 
either. Hit them hard with a full course of 
an appropriate antibiotic, on the advice 
of your veterinary surgeon. If they do 
not respond, then these rams should be 
culled. 

Genitalia 
It is not difficult to examine the genitalia 
of rams, and this should be carried out 
on stock rams once every year. Size 
does matter here, and most mature rams 
of the terminal breeds should have a 
scrotal circumference at its widest point 
of 35-40 cm’s. 

The testes should be equal in size, 
and move freely within the scrotal sac. 
When gently squeezed, they should be 
like Goldilocks bed, neither too hard nor 
too soft. Feel the epididymis, which is 
the store where semen is matured after 
production by the testes. In the ram, the 
tail of the epididymis is located at the 
most dependant part of the testes and 
is easily palpable. A large, fairly firm, 
smooth epididymis is usually good news, 
indicting good reserves of semen. 

However, inflammation of the 
epididymis (epididymitis) it is relatively 
common, and can lead to a firm nodule, 
usually found on one testis only. This is 
not normally painful, although in the early 
stages of the disease, it may be swollen 
and hot. Treatment of epididymitis does 
not restore full fertility, and affected rams 
should be culled.  

Examination of the testes and 
epididymis can be carried out with the 
ram standing, but if you wish to examine 
the penis, as you should, then the ram will 
need to be cast into the sitting position. 
Extrude the penis by retracting the 
prepuce, and examine it for the presence 
of a normal vermiform appendage, and 
the absence of any lesions of the penis 
or prepuce.  

Note that many rams become sub-
fertile outside the normal breeding 
season, so if ram genitalia are examined 
too early, the results may prove 
disappointing, perhaps leading to false 
conclusions about their suitability for 
retention. If there are any doubts, then 
re-examine these rams two weeks later.

It is estimated that 90 per cent of 
infertile rams can be detected by this 
simple clinical examination. However, if 
you have any doubts about the potential 
fertility of a ram, then a full veterinary 
examination should sought, which should 
include the collection and examination of 
a semen sample. 

Caution
No matter how normal in appearance 
a ram may appear anatomically, this is 
no guarantee that he will get your ewes 
into lamb. He may lack sufficient libido, 
or be interested only in other rams, or 
be bullied by older, larger rams and 
prevented from mating. 

Ram semen is also sensitive to high 
temperatures, so any illness, especially 
if it causes a fever, may damage the 

Look After Your Rams
Chris Trower BVetMed, DSHP MRCVS, Larkmead Veterinary Group

Chris Trower
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production of sperm. Because ram 
semen takes about two months to 
mature, this temporary infertility may 
not become evident until eight weeks 
after the causal event. This may have 
been something as simple as fly strike 
or foot rot, and is another reason why 
you should keep on top of any health 
problems in your rams in the critical two 
months before tupping. 

Replacement rams 
Having identified your culls, you will 
need to purchase replacements. This 
should be seen as an investment 
and an opportunity to increase flock 
efficiency, because a high index ram can 
increase output by £2-3/lamb. However, 
replacement rams also present a health 
risk to your flock. 

For this reason, they should be 
purchased well in advance of the start 
of tupping, so they can undergo a period 
of at least three weeks isolation before 
introduction to the ewes. During this 
isolation period, they should be treated 
for worms and fluke (using the quarantine 
dosing as advised by SCOPS), for sheep 
scab and lice, and for foot rot. In addition 

they should be given a primary course of 
a combined clostridia and pasteurella 
vaccine; two doses, 4-6 weeks apart.  

Examine all purchased rams very 
carefully for evidence of caseous 
lymphadenitis (CLA), which usually 
shows as swellings around the head 
and neck. Sometimes these swellings 
may have burst and then healed again, 
leaving only a scar. 

Confirmation of this disease requires 
laboratory testing, so consult your vet 
if in doubt. There is no satisfactory 
treatment for CLA, so a decision will 
need to be made about what to do if 
CLA is diagnosed. Return to sender, 
or slaughter? Do not introduce them to 
your flock. 

Ram lambs 
Ram lambs become mature at about 
5-7 months of age, at about 60 per cent 
of their adult bodyweight. They can be 
used in their first season, although they 
cannot manage the same numbers of 
ewes as mature rams. Allow no more 
than 30 ewes for each ram lamb, and 
never use ram lambs on ewe lambs or 
gimmers – neither side knows what they 

are doing. 

Summary
Rams are one half of your lamb crop. 
Make sure they are properly cared for 
and prepared for their big day, or you 
may regret it next year.  

XLVets is a group of farm animal 
committed vet practices that work 
together, alongside commercial research 
and manufacturing companies.  They 
aim to share best practice on advice and 
disease-prevention initiatives.    

 q



I
n January this year we launched a 
new initiative collecting information 
on cases of sheep worrying and 
attacks on sheep by dogs.  This was 

in response to anecdotal evidence that 
the problem was getting worse and that 
something had to be done. 

The launch of the service went well 
and was bolstered by the farming press 
reporting it widely, and in addition we did 
several radio interviews which helped 
publicise the initiative.  

Our aim in doing this work was to 
gather some evidence of the level of 
damage that is being done and the 
suffering caused, to use this information 
to raise awareness amongst the public, 
and to encourage authorities to take 
the problem more seriously in areas of 
regulation and enforcement.

As soon as the initiative was launched 
we received an initial flood of calls -many 
reporting cases that happened some 
months previously.  Since then reports 
have been more of incidents as they 
happen.  

During writing this piece, shortly after 
the Queens Silver Jubilee extended 
bank holiday, another report has come 
in of almost relentless spate of attacks 
alongside a National Trust car park in 
the Lake District where the farmer and 
several guests staying in his holiday 
property spent most of their bank holiday 
rescuing distressed sheep and having to 
destroy one dog that was entirely out of 
control.

In looking at the information that 
follows it is important to remember that 
the majority of cases reported have 
taken place in the first five months of the 
year – possibly the time of year that sees 
the lowest levels of countryside access, 
a time of year when some stock will be 
housed and out of reach, and a time 
when many ewes with lambs will stand 
their ground and not flee (a significant 
stimulant for chasing).  

What is most important is that farmers 
unfortunate enough to experience 
attacks continue to contact NSA so that 
we can keep gathering information. 

Initial results
Since mid-January approximately 70 
people have reported 220 attacks. Of the 
220 attacks 250 sheep were injured and 
277 sheep were killed.  Figure one gives 
a breakdown by County. 

The background to dog attacks are 
varied and problems appear to come 
from all angles – an equal proportion of 
sheep attacks took place in enclosed 
fields, as those in open access areas 
such as moorland and commons.  Maybe 
not surprising given that many fields 
have footpaths through them - but not all 
dog attacks take place when the owner 
is with them and it is clear that some 
cases happen without the owner even 
knowing that their otherwise friendly little 
pet goes off on the rampage. 

Sheep worrying by dogs create three 
main problems for the farmer, in no order 
of priority; first - the stress and pain to 
the sheep themselves, second - the 
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Sheep Worrying and Dog Attacks  
The emerging picture

Figure 2 - Percentage of respondents 
who made insurance claims
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Figure 1. Percentage of attacks in UK by County
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stress frustration and anger to the farmer/
shepherd, and third - financial loss to the 
business.  

Stress
It is important to note that sheep worrying 
often creates problems and stress for 
other parties ie the dog owner or the 
public that witness the outcomes of an 
attack – but I am not going to expand on 
this here.  

Only a small proportion of farmers who 
reported cases to us were able to put a 
cost against the attack and of the 27 

farmers and the costs of those who did 
feel able ranged from £60 to £17,000.  

It appears that only a small proportion 
of farmers claim on insurance although 
whether they are insured is unclear. This 
means that there is often a direct cost to 
the business, and often a cost that cannot 
be immediately identified due to the later 
effects such as abortion in in lamb ewes.  
The percentage of respondents who 
claimed against damage are shown in 
Figure two. 

I believe we now have enough 
information to start communicating 

with the public – with the aim of raising 
awareness and encouraging more 
responsible dog ownership – and NSA 
will push this forward soon.  

I would just finish by emphasising that 
we are doing this work to help sheep 
producers and we are dependent on 
having cases reported to us on an on-
going basis.  As an NSA member you 
can help by reporting cases if you are 
unfortunate enough to be affected, and 
by encouraging anyone else affected to 
contact us too.

Phil Stocker   q
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COBALT 12 GUARD HIGH
Slow release Cobalt, B12 ,

Copper, Iodine & Selenium
Trace element pellets

FOR BREEDING EWES
Use 2 pellets per ewe 3 weeks prior to

tupping for full breeding season coverage. 

FOR LAMB THRIVE
 Use 1 pellet per lamb at 6-8 week 
intervals and avoid growth checks.

Pellets also available without Copper.

FREE DELIVERY & BALLING GUNS AVAILABLE

FURTHER INFO:
www.mayohealthcare.ie    Tel: 00353 98 25879     Tel: 00353 98 25622     Tel: 00353 87 2517797

MAYO HEALTHCARE
Westport, Ireland.

New

Just 25p
per pellet

SHROPSHIRE
SHEEP
Versatile, tree-friendly breed
producing lambs with good conformation
that finish off grass

National Show and Sale (East) 2012
7th & 8th September at Melton Mowbray Market

Stock also for sale privately throughout the UK
Please visit our website: www.shropshire-sheep.co.uk
or contact our sales officer,
Claire Jakeman 01244 301546 or 07766 238346

WENSLEYDALE LONGWOOL
www.wensleydale-sheep.com
Breed Society Annual Show & Sale
Skipton Auction Mart on
Saturday, 1st September
For a catalogue contact: 01756 792375
or email admin@ccmauctions.com

Traditional Breeds Show & Sale
Melton Mowbray Market
Show 7th, Sale 8th September
For a catalogue contact: 01664 562971
or email sales@meltonmowbraymarket.co.uk

Honorary Secretary  Membership Officer     
Lynn Clouder Tel: 01926 633439 Barbara Metcalfe Tel: 01388 777852
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S
o is this what climate change 
is all about? In April, much 
of the country was in official 
drought or under environmental 

stress due to rainfall deficit. Recent wet 
weather has reduced the drought risks 
this summer, but low groundwater levels 
remain a concern across many parts of 
England. According to the Environment 
Agency, despite recent flooding the soil 
is still very dry and even where there 
have been heavy downpours, the water 
is either absorbed very quickly or runs off 
the soil surface. 

“While those of us in the west may be 
enjoying a second consecutive season 
with good grass growth, a majority are 
preparing for another year of sparse 
autumn forage,” says Innovis’ Dewi 
Jones. “But how much grazed grass 
do we really need? While we advocate 
finishing as many lambs as possible off 
grazed grass, when it comes to pre-
tupping, do we really need that traditional 
plentiful supply of grass ahead of the 
ewes?”

Official drought
In 2011, Shropshire was among the 
counties in official drought. Phil Hughes 
who runs a 600 ewe flock on 170 acres 
at Hargreaves Farm, Halfway House, 
Shrewsbury claimed it was the driest 
year ever in his farming career. “Normally 
we would build a grass wedge prior to 
tupping, but since we didn’t have a drop 
of rain between May and October it was 
so dry, we hadn’t a blade of spare grass 
so the ewes were in for a real hammering 
at tupping time.

“Two thirds of the flock are a mix of 
Lleyn and traditional Mule ewes; while 
we offered them the best grazing we had 
to introduce supplementary concentrate 
at a rate of 0.25kg per day over a 30 to 
40 day period, both pre and throughout 
tupping, at an extra cost of £2.50 per 
ewe. The remaining flock of Aberdale 
yearling ewes were turned out onto rough 
pasture and grassland and remained in 
decent condition throughout tupping. 
The 240 Aberdale ewes scanned at 185 
per cent, compared to the Mules at 169 
per cent and the Lleyns at 149 per cent.

At Maesmawr, Welshpool, David Trant 
recorded similar performance last autumn 
within his 900 ewe flock, a mix of Mules, 
Suffolk cross Mules and Aberdales. “Our 
Mules were so hungry prior to tupping 

– in fact they are unbelievably hungry 
in comparison to the Aberdale ewes. 
However we managed to maintain flock 
performance by having the flexibility 
of holding the Aberdales really tight 
at tupping time and thereby freeing up 
grass for the Mules.”

Outdoor lambing
So how come, some sheep require more 
nutrition than others pre tupping in order 
to express their performance potential? 
Aberdale crossbred ewes are naturally 
prolific and consistently achieve a 
lambing percentage of 180 per cent to 
200 per cent without the need for autumn 
flushing. This makes them ideally suited 
to farms which are short of grass for 
flushing or for those using a late outdoor 
lambing system and tup towards the end 
of October/early November when grass 
quality is poorer. 

Pre tupping advice is usually focused 
on maintaining nutrition among 
traditional ewe flocks. However, since 
Aberdale ewes are naturally prolific they 
should not be flushed at tupping time 
and Innovis has developed guidelines on 
how to manage these prolific Aberdale 
crossbred ewes in order to optimise 
performance efficiency.

 
Grass quality
At weaning grass quality and quantity 
should be limited to dry off the ewe yet 
at the same time maintain or increase 
condition to Condition Score three.

From then on:
The ewe needs adequate forage to •	
satisfy her intake – approximately 
1.6 Kg DM/head/day, however 
quality needs to be relatively poor 
in comparison to improved pasture. 
Permanent pasture with a high level 
of poor quality, indigenous grasses is 
ideal.
Hold ewes on this type of land until •	
two months after rams are introduced

Stocking densities
Stocking levels should be 10 ewes/
acre at tupping on poor quality pasture, 
based on two per cent bodyweight 
intake and holding ewes on 10cm grass. 
This will vary depending on grass quality 
and quantity, but should be adjusted to 
maintain ewes in Condition Score three. 
Higher stocking densities are needed to 
reduce condition score in overfat ewes, 
for example yearlings that have not 
reared, at least two months pre-tupping.

Not only are Aberdale genetics suited 
to drought conditions with minimal 
requirements before and at tupping time, 
but they also free up available resources 
for the remaining flock.  When used with 
high performing terminal sires such as 
the Innovis Abertex or Abermax, which 
are bred for very high lean growth rates, 
they can sustain high quality finished 
lamb production, despite the changing 
climate.

Further information from Innovis’ Dewi 
Jones on 01970 828236      q

Climate Change
Breeding sheep that respond to the challenge
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Farming Co-operation Pays

H
ughes Brothers of Oswestry is 
a family run agricultural supply 
business that has developed 
over the last 39 years from Roy 

and Gary Hughes home farm.
With farming and its experiences 

providing the business background, 
sons Tim and Richard Hughes and 
daughter Ann joined their fathers proving 
that investment, belief and hard work 
is the criteria for a successful family 
business. New re-developed show 
rooms and product demonstration areas 
demonstrate their future belief in the 
industry that has supported them all over 
several decades.

The Ritchie range of agricultural and 
stock-handling products has been 
part of the Hughes business for over 
20 years.  These advanced engineered 
products have provided local customers 
with reliable cattle and sheep handling 
ranges and the Ritchie orange products 
are well established in the area.

Combi Clamp
A recent product that has experienced 
national interest is the Ritchie Combi 
Clamp.  A new product development 
from New Zealand sheep farmers, the 
Combi Clamp enables sheep handling to 
be easier, quick and safer for both sheep 
and shepherd.  

However, like most established 
products, improvements for specific 
applications are always possible.  Co-
operation between Hughes Brothers and 

local sheep farmer Dai Hughes is one 
such development.

Dai farms over 970 acres of the 
Oswestry hills with over 7,500 sheep 
and a herd of suckler cows to look after.  
Kitted out with Ritchie Combi Clamp, 
race, gates and hurdles, Dai needed 
a bespoke system of transporting the 
Combi Clamp between flocks.  

A need for auto spray fitted with a 
magic eye and weighing system all-
inclusive set Dai and Richard thinking.  
Two months of thought and designs has 
come up with a fully mobile system that 
allows Dai, with help from his son, to set 
up the unit within half an hour and be 
fully operational in three different sites.  

With the addition of one or two 
segregation pens as needed, Dai and 
his son can now dose over 1,000 sheep 
within three hours.

A few additional comforts were added 
to the sheep handling system to make 
Dai’s life easier and work more enjoyable.  
The trailer is fitted with stabilizing legs 

to enable a flat working surface to be 
achieved to aid a more comfortable and 
safer operation and also a rain cover.  A 
battery pack is fitted which recharges 
itself whilst the unit is being towed from 
site to site.

Dai adds, “The Ritchie Combi Clamp 
is a God send!  My back problems are no 
longer a worrying issue and with my son, 
we are both able to operate the simple 
sheep clamp system.  The design and 
thought put in by the Hughes team to 
what was already a good product, has 
proved to be a great success on our 
farm.  The investment has certainly paid 
off.” 

q

Tel: 01307 462271• Email: info@ritchie-uk.com  www.ritchie-uk.com

DAVID RITCHIE (IMPLEMENTS) LTD.DAVID RITCHIE (IMPLEMENTS) LTD.
See our web site or contact us for information on our product range

ELECTRONIC 
LAMB WEIGHER HANDLING SYSTEMS

BULK HOPPER WITH CREEP

COMBI CLAMP

MULTI BALE HANDLER

Work EASY with the 
RITCHIE Combi Clamp
This innovative product helps improve the
welfare of sheep by reducing stress for
both the sheep and shepherd.  No need 
to catch and handle sheep, let the 
RITCHIE Combi Clamp do the back 
aching job with ease.  

The ultimate solution to handle
sheep EASY
Also available from RITCHIE :
Sheep hurdles, gates, feeders, weighing 
equipment and handling systems

OUTSTANDING IN THE FIELDOUTSTANDING IN THE FIELD

With the addition 
of one or two 
segregation 

pens as needed, 
Dai and his son 
can now dose 

over 1,000 sheep 
within three 

hours
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T
he development of databases for 
reporting and recording sheep 
movements is a central part of 
future disease control measures 

with all UK nations now with databases 
in place or plans underway.  Any 
opportunity to have all administrations 
signed up to having one single database 
for the whole of the UK appears to have 
been lost and indeed recent efforts to 
try to get England and Wales working 
on one common database for the two 
nations (given the very high level of cross 
border movements) has been resisted by 
the Welsh Govt.  So where are we on this 
very complex subject?

Scotland
Scotland has been using a database 
for recording movements for nearly two 
years now giving benefits of having a 
real time database that can record the 
traceability of live sheep.  In a disease 
outbreak situation the most important 
issue is to know where the sheep have 
been and where they have moved 
to, Scotland’s database can give this 
information. Whether sheep on a holding 
of birth have one or two tags, EID tags 
or non EID tags makes no difference to 
animal disease control or food safety.

Northern Ireland
In Northern Ireland there has been a 
movement database for cattle for quite 
a number of years now (APHIS). When 
EID for sheep started this database was 
expanded to cover sheep movements. 
Movements through CPRC’s are 
routinely downloaded to APHIS from 

meat plants and livestock markets. 
Farm to farm movements and those 
through any non CPR mart or sale are 
notified to APHIS by paper document 
and transferred manually by DARD. This 
means that DARD has a list of all sheep 
tag numbers moved into and out of all 
N.I. flocks. Natal tags are applied at time 
of sale or nine months of age, whichever 
comes first and if not notified in writing to 
APHIS will not be on record until time of 
sale but will be recorded in flockowners 
own flock register at date of tagging.

Wales
In Wales the Welsh Govt are developing 
their own system, starting by looking at 
variations on the Scot EID system but also 
going through a process of consultation 
in Wales as to the needs and interests of 
the industry.  NSA, supported by many 
other organisations and sheep breed 
societies, has spoken out against the 
WG plans to develop this separately and 
has pointed out that it is essential that if 
WG do work alone that databases need 
complete compatibility with farmers 
farming across the border being given 
a choice as to which database they use 
with some form of central co-ordination.  
As yet here are no clear timescales in 
place.

England
In England Defra have been through a 
tendering process, inviting tenders for an 
independent company/organisation to be 
contracted to run a movements database.  
The basis of this is that Defra will pay the 
contracted company for the statutory 

information it is required to collect, and 
the contractor has been encouraged to 
enhance the services (and the business 
case) through offering additional services 
for farmers and the industry.  The tenders 
for this service had to be submitted by 
25th June 2012 with an expectation that 
a movements database will be in place 
(or partly in place) as early as May 2013 
although this implementation date may 
be delayed until later in the year.  One 
of the requirements of the tender is that 
the information will have some form 
of ‘industry ownership’ – important 
because much of this information will be 
commercially sensitive.

Conclusion
It is clear that we are in a far from ideal 
situation with the UK having potentially 
four differing systems but with substantial 
cross border livestock movements.  What 
needs to be remembered is the need 
to keep things as simple as possible 
and always remind ourselves that the 
purpose of a movements database is for 
disease control purposes -  so that the 
industry and officials can be immediately 
aware of where stock have moved from 
and to, and responses can be far better 
targeted.  The importance of this is 
maybe best demonstrated by the 2001 
Foot and Mouth outbreak where no one 
had a clue as to where disease may have 
spread through livestock movements, 
the result being that far more stock were 
slaughtered than might have otherwise 
been necessary.

Phil Stocker
q

Sheep Movements Database
An update
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ST. BOSWELLS
LIVESTOCK CENTRE
SCOTTISH BORDERS

Principal Breeding Sheep Sales
Autumn 2012 

Wednesday 5th September
Scotch Half Bred, Scotch Mule, Suffolk and Texel Cross Gim-

mer Shearlings

Thursday 6th September
‘Top’ Scotch Half Bred, Scotch Mule, Suffolk Cross, North 

Country Cheviot, and Continental Cross Ewe Lambs.  

Thursday 20th September
Draft Half Bred, Suffolk Cross, Scotch Mule and Cheviot Ewes, 

also Sale of Gimmer Shearlings and Ewe Lambs.  

Thursday 4th October
Scotch Blackface Ewes, Gimmers & Ewe Lambs.

Sales of Down Cross & Cheviot Feeding Lambs are conducted 
throughout the season in conjunction with these important 

Sheep Sales.

Full details on our website

www.johnswan.co.uk
Tel(S): 01835 822214 Email: stboswells@johnswan.co.uk

•  EASY TO MIX  • MIXES IN MINUTES 
•  COATS THE HOOF  • STRONG ADHESION 
•  INCREASED ZINC CONTACT
•  UNIqUE PATENTED  

FORMUlATION CONTAINING  
COPPER AND ZINC

•  STAYS ON THE HOOF FOR  
UP TO 3 DAYS ONCE DRY

Don’t miss out on taking the  
best pen because of lameness…

Sheep

Forum Animal Health, Betchworth House 
57-65 Station Rd , Redhill RH1 1DL UK
Kling-on Blue® Sheep is a registered trade mark of Forum 
Products Ltd. Further information is available from Forum 
Animal Health.

www.forumanimalhealth.co.uk

NEw long-acting Footbath for Sheep

Available from  
your usual supplier

Photo courtesy of hawes auction Mart

Ketchum
British tags you can trust

NEWDUAL
TAG

Order direct
or from your
stockist

E-TRACK + TRACK-BACK . . .
Linked together for maximum security
and traceability.
USE OF SAME PLIER . . .
For faster tagging of both ears.

For clear identification.
LASER PRINTED . . .

KETCHUM MANUFACTURING COMPANY
Tadworth, Surrey, KT20 5RE Tel: (01737) 812218  Fax: (01737) 814372

E-mail: enquiries@ketchums.co.uk  www.ketchums.co.uk

PLUSFREEREPLACEMENTS

(Conditions Apply)
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T
upping time is among the next 
major events in your flock diary. 
Weaning will provide you with the 
opportunity to sort through the 

ewes and group according to condition 
score, according to Caltech’s nutritionist, 
Dr Cliff Lister.

Ewes ideally need at least two months 
between weaning and rebreeding to give 
time to adjust and correct their body 
condition prior to mating. There is a clear 
correlation between body condition of 
the ewe and ovulation rate – and hence 
next season’s lamb crop. Lowland ewe 
breeds should ideally be in condition 
score 3 to 3.5 at mating, and hill and 
upland ewes 2.5 to 3. 

Rule of thumb: 1 unit body condition 
score for a 70kg ewe = approximately 
9kg liveweight

Thin ewes deserve some preferential 
treatment as they are probably the ones 
who have worked hardest and weaned 
most lambs. They can require up to 
two months to put on one unit of body 
condition on grass alone. Getting them 
back into good condition before mating 
and maintaining this condition through 
the mating period will negate the need 
for flushing and could save money in the 
long term.

Over-fat ewes should ideally be stocked 
very tightly to bring their condition down 
within the target range, otherwise they 
will have lower ovulation rates and lower 
lamb numbers.

Fit ewes in the correct body condition 
score need to be maintained in that state 
through the mating period. They will not 
need to be flushed. 

Trials
Two groups of Mule ewe in average 
condition score 2.5 were introduced to 
plentiful grazing in trials carried out by 
the University of Newcastle’s School of 
Agriculture Food and Rural Development. 
The control group had access to grazed 
grass only, while the second group was 
supplemented with Extra High Energy 
Crystalyx – intakes were approximately 
50g per ewe per day. 

The ewes were weighed at two to 
three week intervals. Within the first 
seven weeks, those fed with supplement 
gained an average 2kg liveweight over 
those solely grazed ewes, enabling 
them to easily attain the targeted body 
condition score for mating. 

The supplement provided these ewes 
with a palatable, concentrated energy 
source containing all the minerals, trace 
elements and vitamins often lacking in 
grass, to ensure optimum fertility and 
performance. 

Furthermore, since the blocks were 
available 24 hours a day, every day, each 
individual ewe had the opportunity to get 
her fair share during the course of the 
day, unlike supplementary feeding once 
a day in troughs where daily intakes by 
individuals can be highly variable and 
irregular – which is not ideal to maximise 
embryo survival in the first month of 
pregnancy.

Barn Farm
At the Barn Farm, a 300ha unit at Upton 
Grey, Basingstoke, condition scoring is 
an essential management tool for Ian 
Higgins whose 850 ewe flock is split in 
to three to lamb at strategic intervals and 
ensure an all year round supply for his 
family’s Newlyns Farm Shop. 

“We put the Romney portion of 
the flock to Signet SRS performance 
recorded Hampshire Down rams to 
lamb in mid-December and achieve fast 
finishing lambs that reach an average 
19kg target finishing weight off milk and 
grass and grade R3L, 3H, in time for the 
Easter market,” he explains. 

“These ewes are dried off by April and 
are usually in good condition, it’s the two 
later lambing flocks - late February and 
late March, which are weaned together 
at the end of July that we go through 
carefully, and split those which are in 
good nick away from those in condition 
score less than 3. The leaner ewes are 
put away on better grazing for eight 

weeks.” 
Four weeks prior to tupping the early 

lambing ewes, we regroup the entire 
flock and introduce it to herbage seed 
aftermaths – Italian, hybrid and high 
sugar ryegrasses short term leys grown 
for seed, stocked at an average rate 
of four ewes per acre for between four 
and six weeks. “If it’s a dry season and 
the grass doesn’t grow back, then the 
energy blocks are there on the shelf to 
supply the extra energy. They provide 
that bit of a boost, and they’re reliable 
and convenient both to store and use.”

He adds: “We place a lot on achieving 
the right condition by tupping time and 
maximum fertility. We aim for a tight 
three week lambing period in each of the 
three flocks – we don’t like stragglers, as 
well as maximum number of lambs. Last 
season we achieved a scan of 190 per 
cent and 80 per cent of the ewes lamb 
within the first 21 days.”

Further information from Caltech on 
016973 32592 or  Hampshire Down 
Sheep Breeders’ Association on 01494 
488388        q

Getting Ready for Tupping
Dr Cliff Lister, Caltech nutritionist

Dr Cliff Lister

Ian Higgins
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Don’t wait for � uke 
resistance to develop
The powerful double action of FLUKIVER® and SUPAVERM® means 
they not only kill � uke1 but also limit re-infection by reducing � uke 
egg output and viability.2,3 Due to the active ingredient closantel, 
FLUKIVER and SUPAVERM kill triclabendazole resistant � uke4 and 
as part of a strategic rotation programme can also reduce the risk 
of future resistance developing.
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Advice on the use of this or alternative medicines 
must be sought from the medicine prescriber. 

1  Percentage kill: Adults 97%-100%, immature 6-8 weeks 91%-95%, immatures 5 weeks – 91%, 
 3-4 week immatures 23%-73%. Product SPC. 
2 Maes L., Vanparijs O., Lauwers H. (1990) Activité douvicide du closantel contre Fasciola hepatica: 
 approche pharmacodynamique. Revue Méd. Vet., 141, 12, 991-995.  
3 Res Vet Sci. 1988 Mar;44(2):229-32. Flukicidal action of closantel against immature and mature 
 Fasciola hepatica in experimentally infected rats and sheep. Maes L, Lauwers H, Deckers W, Vanparijs O 
4  Coles, G. C., Rhodes, A. C., Sta� ord, K. A. (2000) Activity of closantel against adult triclabendazole-resistant 
 Fasciola hepatica. Veterinary Record 146, 504.
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N
uffield Farming Scholarships 
have implemented a major date 
change to their application 
calendar, moving the closing 

date for applications significantly forward 
to the 31 July. 

Keen to encourage prospective 
Scholars to apply before the deadline, Hill 
farmer, Arwyn Owen who was awarded a 
Scholarship in 2010 then aged 43, wants 
to make individuals in the industry aware 
of the benefits of applying for the once in 
a lifetime award. 

“I travelled to China, Australia and 
New Zealand for a total of eight weeks to 
research the topic ‘Future prospects for 
the sheep industry’. As a sheep farmer, it 
was a natural choice to study the sheep 
industry,” comments Arwyn. 

Adding, “With sheep numbers 
declining across the world, I wanted 
to get an understanding of what the 
catalyst was for this, and my research 
and study findings did not disappoint. 
My Scholarship was such an eye 
opening experience; it gave me a global 
agricultural perspective whilst shattering 

my pre-conceived expectations about 
the global consumption of lamb and 
mutton.”

Nuffield’s Chairman and grassroots 
farmer Stephen Watkins highlights the 
main benefit of a Scholarship as being 
the opportunity to stand back from day-
to-day occupations whilst provoking an 
assessment of a business or role within 
an organisation.

Stephen highlights findings from a 
recent survey, “Results identified an 
impressive 92% of Scholars said their 
career prospects had broadened or their 
business benefited, following the award 
of a Scholarship. And with 100% proud 
to be associated with Nuffield, there was 
clear evidence of the esteem in which 
these awards are held by the industry.”  

Arwyn reinforces this; Farming 1,820 
hectares for the National Trust, he 
manages 2,000 Welsh mountain sheep 
and 100 pedigree Welsh Blacks and 
acknowledges that his Scholarship 
was a life changing and invaluable 
experience.  “When I first explored the 
idea of undertaking a Scholarship, I 

was concerned I may not have time to 
leave the farm, but the information and 
perspective gained  from my study far 
outweighed what I would have achieved 
had I stayed at home.” 

To apply for a Scholarship the 
application process is straightforward and 
requires one on-line form to be submitted 
(available from www.nuffieldscholar.org). 
Scholarships are open to individuals 
aged between 22 and 45 years old and 
who have been engaged in farming, rural 
land-based industries, food industries 
and agricultural associated industries 
for at least two years, and who intend to 
remain in these industries. Prospective 
Scholars do not need academic 
qualifications.

 “Nuffield Scholarships are a fantastic 
opportunity and I would personally 
recommend anyone with a passion and 
desire to learn more about a topic of 
interest across any sector to apply for a 
Scholarship,” concludes Arwyn.      q

Farming Scholarships
Application deadline looms

An opportunity to 
stand back from day 
to day occupations 
whilst provoking 

an assessment of a 
business or role within 

an organisation
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U
nder natural mating conditions, 
achieving a satisfactory 
fertilisation rate depends 
on good ram management 

and breeding soundness. The use of 
unsound rams generally reduces the 
lambing percentage and may result in 
a protracted lambing period. Breeding 
rams require normal genital organs, 
normal libido, the physical ability to 
mount and mate ewes and an adequate 
number of normal spermatozoa in each 
ejaculate.

The basic requirements of breeding 
rams are that they can confer positive 
physical characteristics however rams 
also need to be free from physical 
defects and production-limiting diseases, 
immune to any important diseases which 
are endemic in the flock and sound for 
breeding purposes.

It is important that rams are in good 
body condition and free of disease for at 
least two months before mating, during 
which time sperm production occurs. 
Nutritional preparation for the mating 
season requires long term planning, so 
simply turning the rams away to a bare 
field out with the mating period is usually 
inadequate. 

Replacement Rams
Replacement rams should be acquired 
at least eight weeks before the start of 
the breeding season, to allow them to 
adapt to their new environment and 
diet. Ideally, introduced rams should 
be separated from the main flock for 
about four weeks, during which period 

they should receive standard quarantine 
treatments as detailed in your sheep 
health plan and be closely monitored for 
signs of disease.

Ram sales are an integral part of sheep 
farming life. However, ram sales also 
provide an opportunity for the spread 
of diseases. The alternative strategy of 
selling rams directly from the farm of 
origin on the basis of their estimated 
breeding values for liveweight gain and 
wool growth overcomes some of these 
problems.

Common disorders
Sperm production and maturation takes 
approximately eight weeks, during which 
period the spermatozoa in the testicles 
(sperm cells “in production”), are 
highly sensitive to changes in testicular 
temperature, and will be easily damaged 
by any general disease or management 
conditions that cause a significant 
or prolonged increase in testicular 
temperature. 

Spermatozoa already stored in the 
epididymis can also be damaged, but 
are less sensitive to “heat stress” than 
those “in production”. This can lead 
to rams appearing physically normal, 
and even producing a good quality 
ejaculate during a breeding soundness 
examination, which may then be followed 
by a period of 6-8 weeks of infertility as 
the sperm cells damaged “in production” 
come through the system. 

There are a number of conditions 
of the reproductive tract which can 
adversely affect ram fertility, sometimes 

permanently. Common disorders of 
breeding rams include:

Epididymitis - inflammation of the •	
epididymis
Inguinal Hernia•	
Testicular Degeneration and Testicular •	
Hypoplasia - small or shrunken 
testicles
Cryptorchidism - Rig•	
Scrotal Mange•	
Traumatic Injury to the Scrotal •	
Contents
Scrotal Abscesses•	
Urolithiasis  - bladder stones or •	
gravel)
Balanoposthitis - Pizzle Rot•	

Breeding Soundness
Rams should be checked for breeding 
soundness well in advance of the mating 
season to allow time for the purchase of 
replacements if necessary. In commercial 
flocks, rams are usually examined 6-8 
weeks before the mating season, when 
they should be sexually active. 

Ram soundness investigations should 
include 

a relevant history of each ram •	
a full clinical examination•	
a thorough genital examination and, if •	
required 
a semen examination. •	

Assessment of the gross appearance, 
motility, ratio of live to dead spermatozoa, 
morphology of the spermatozoa and 
presence of inflammatory cells in semen 
samples can also provide a useful index 
of ram breeding soundness.

The method of semen collection 
depends partly on the reason for the 
examination. Semen which is to be 
used for artificial insemination is usually 
collected from trained rams using 
an artificial vagina, but in most other 
cases an electroejaculator is used. 
Elecroejaculation should only be used 
on rams with a questionable breeding 
soundness and must be performed by a 
veterinary surgeon. 

Moredun has produced two technical 
guides for farmers on the subject of 
preparing rams for breeding and general 
ram health. If you would like a free copy of 
these newsheets please contact Maggie 
Bennett at The Moredun Foundation, 
phone 0131 445 5111 or email info@
moredun.org.uk      

 q

Ram Management and Health

Rams should be checked for 
Breeding soundness well in advance 
of the mating season to allow time 
for the purchase of replacements 
if necessary. In commercial flocks, 

rams are usually examined 6-8 weeks 
before the mating season, when they 

should be sexually active





22 SHEEP FARMER

F
ollowing the recent challenge 
of Schmallenberg virus (SBV), 
there is a real danger that 
sheep farmers’ concern about 

midges could result in them taking 
their eyes off the ball with respect to 
blowfly control.  Leading parasitologist 
Dr Peter Bates comments, ‘there is no 
compelling evidence that synthetic 
pyrethroid  (SP)  pour-ons provide any 
useful protection against midges, and 
I am concerned that overuse of these 
products could reduce their ability to 
control lice and ticks, for which they 
are very important’. 

According to independent consultant 
Lesley Stubbings, blowfly strike can 
have a huge effect on profits. ‘Strike is 
a threat we cannot afford to ignore’ she 
says.’ It affects most sheep flocks in the 
UK and is indiscriminate, with even the 
best managed flocks at risk. Without 
good preventative measures, over 5% of 
lambs in a flock can be struck, reducing 
lamb performance through loss of 
appetite and skin values due to damage. 
In severe cases sheep will die’.

What Causes Blowfly Strike? 
Strike in the UK is caused by the 
greenbottle fly (Lucilia sericata); these 
overwinter as larvae in the soil and then 
emerge as adults in the Spring, when 
soil temperatures rise above +7ºC. 
After just a few days, the female adult 
flies then need to lay their eggs, and for 
them to mature successfully they need a 
ready supply of protein. Obvious protein 
sources are carrion or faeces, but their 
favourite is an already active strike!

The life-cycle of these flies is 4-5 weeks 
from egg to egg laying adult, so over 
the summer and autumn five or more 
generations of flies can occur, with each 
fly producing a staggering 2-3,000 eggs 
in up to 10 batches over the three weeks 
of their life. The number of adult flies and 
hence the risk of strike also increases 
with each generation, until eventually in 
the autumn, temperatures fall and they 
become over-wintering larvae waiting for 
next spring. This means that preventative 
treatment as early as possible will reduce 
the numbers of flies in subsequent 
generations, substantially reducing the 
risk of strike.

The larvae need moisture (over 
70% humidity) to survive, so when the 
weather is hot and dry many of the eggs 

that are laid on dry fleeces fail to develop 
into first stage maggots; this is why the 
majority of strikes on the body (over the 
loins, shoulders, flanks and neck) occur 
during warm periods after heavy rain.  
Strikes around the breech, however, are 
less weather dependent because urine 
and/or faecal scouring provide enough 
moisture. Strikes will give off odours 
from the damaged skin and tissues 
as well as the maggot faeces; these 
act as a powerful signal to female flies 
in advertising a readily available food 
source. This will in turn attract more flies 
to lay eggs and increase the seriousness 
of the strike.

Prevention Better than Cure
In the early stages of a strike there are no 
obvious clinical signs, so infested sheep 
are unlikely to be noticed. However as 
maggots develop, the signs become 
more obvious. The sheep become 
agitated and dejected and begin to stamp 
their feet and shake their tails vigorously 
and/or gnaw or rub around their breech 
or back.  As the lesion develops the 
wool becomes matted, becoming a 
foul smelling area of moist brown/black 
wool, often with visible maggots. This 
means that even with close inspection, 
a strike may be 36 hours old before it is 
seen. The key elements of a successful 
blowfly strategy are early application of 

preventative chemical controls coupled 
with regular inspection, at least twice 
a day in high risk periods, so that any 
strike lesions are spotted early and can 
be treated while they are still relatively 
small.

Which Products and When?
(Details of all products can be found at: 
www.scops.org.uk) 
The choices available are:

Insect Growth Regulators (IGR) pour-•	
ons (eg. CLiK® / CLiKZiN®) – these 
allow the flies to lay their eggs but 
prevent development of the maggots 
and the subsequent damage. These 
pour-on products provide the most 
reliable, and in the case of CLiK®, the 
longest protection, however they will 
not treat an existing strike.
Synthetic Pyrethroid (SP) pour-ons (eg •	
Crovect®) - most prevent for up to 8 
weeks, though they are not as reliable 
in adverse weather conditions as the 
IGRs.  They will treat existing strikes 
and importantly they are also active 
against lice and ticks. 
Organophosphorus (OP - diazinon) •	
dips – plunge dipping will prevent and 
treat strike in addition to dealing with 
other ectoparasite threats. Regulations 
on the use of dips are however more 
rigorous, and farmers wishing to dip 
should ensure they have the correct 

Blowfly Strike
Preventing the devastating effects  

Deposition of 
eggs in the fleece

1st Larval Stage.
No mouthparts

CLiK & CLiKZiN 
break the cycle 

here, before 
damage occurs

Fly 
emergence 

after 2 
weeks 
warm 

weather

Pupation

2nd and 3rd Larval Stages. 
Mouthparts very active and 

feed constantly

Average life cycle 
2-4 weeks
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documentation and dispose of 
dipwash in accordance with national 
regulations.

Pre-shearing Ewes
Pre-shearing crutching and dagging will 
help to prevent breech strikes, particularly 
at lambing time.  A preventative insecticide 
should be administered to the entire 
flock in advance of the spring / summer 
risk period and preferably before the first 
strike is found.  Pre-shearing this should 
be an IGR based pour-on providing a 
short-medium term protection period 
(eg. CLiKZiN®), as plunge-dipping in an 
OP will leave unacceptably high levels of 
insecticide in the clipped fleece leading 
to potential water pollution during fleece 
processing.

Post-shearing Ewes and Market Lambs
After shearing, an IGR pour-on with a 
long protection period (such as CLiK®) 
should be applied to all shorn sheep; 
CLiK® will provide 16 weeks cover and 
protect for most to all of the summer risk 

period depending on when it is applied 
and the length of the season.  At the end 
of the season, a top up dose may be 
needed of a shorter acting product such 
as CLiKZiN®.  Where lambs are likely to 
be slaughtered within 40 days, CLiKZiN® 
would also be the product of choice 
as this has only a 7 day meat withhold 
period. SP pour-ons can be used for 
blowfly prevention, but ideally these 
should be restricted to the prevention 
and control of ticks and chewing lice 
(Bovicola ovis).  If lice are diagnosed in 
your flock, administration of an SP pour-
on within hours of shearing will optimise 
its efficacy against lice. (A full fleece acts 
like a sponge and stops the pour-on 
reaching the skin and killing all the lice). 

Treatment of Active Strikes
It is important to treat active strikes by 
clipping the fleece around the strike to 
expose the maggots. Treat the affected 
area with a synthetic pyrethroid (SP), 
collect clipped wool and maggots in a 
plastic bag and destroy. This will prevent 

the release of aggressive flies into the 
environment.

Plan Your Prevention Strategy and Keep 
Strikes Away
Blowfly strike is devastating and sheep 
farmers need to keep up their guard 
against this troublesome parasite.  Ensure 
to take the appropriate precautions 
and select the most effective chemical 
control products to keep this burden 
away during the summer risk period.

About CLiK®,CLiKZiN® and Crovect®
CLiK® Pour on contains 5% (w/v) 
dicyclanil.  CLiKZiN ® Pour on contains 
1.25% (w/v) dicyclanil.  Crovect®  Pour 
on contains 1.25% (w/v) cypermethrin 
(cis:trans 80:20).   CLiK®, CLiKZiN® 
and Crovect® are registered trademarks 
of Novartis AG, Basle, Switzerland. 
Advice on the use of these or other 
alternative medicines must be sought 
from the medicines prescriber. Use 
medicines responsibly. www.noah.co.uk/
responsible. Legal category: POM-VPS 
in UK 

For further information contact: 
Novartis Animal Health UK Ltd, Frimley 
Business Park, Frimley, Camberley, 
Surrey, GU16 7SR.  Tel 01276 694402.  
www.farmanimalhealth.co.uk

About Novartis Animal Health
Novartis Animal Health researches, 
develops and commercializes leading 
animal treatments that meet the needs 
of pet owners, farmers and veterinarians. 
Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland 
and present in nearly 40 countries, 
Novartis Animal Health employs 
approximately 2,900 people worldwide. 
For more information, please visit www.
ah.novartis.com or in the UK & IE visit 
www.farmanimalhealth.co.uk.      q

Prevention 
 Apply an IGR as early as possible to reduce the •	
risk of strike throughout summer.
 Treatment of the tail-head is essential in •	
preventing breech strike.
A strike may be 36 hours old before producing •	
clinical signs and sheep can die within a week of 
infestation
 Observe sheep at least twice a day throughout •	
the blowfly season and treat active strikes 
immediately
 Treat entire flock with a short-medium duration •	
IGR pour-on pre-shearing (eg. CLiKZiN®)
 Post-shearing, administer a long acting IGR •	
pour-on (eg. CLiK®)
 Treat market lambs with an IGR product with a •	
short meat withhold period (eg. CLiKZiN®)

Minimising the Risks 
 Dag to reduce soiling and/or •	
remove dirty wool around the 
breech
 Reduce the incidence of •	
soiling by avoiding nutritional 
upsets causing scouring and 
have a sound worm control 
strategy
 Tail sheep•	
 Avoid breeding from sheep •	
that are habitually struck and/
or tend to soil themselves 
due to their conformation
 Dispose of carcases quickly•	
 Employ strategies to reduce •	
the incidence of footrot

New T4 PowerStar

COMFORTABLY  
THE BEST VIEW AROUND
• The most spacious cab allows you to enjoy the best view in ultimate comfort.
• High visibility roof makes loader work easy and stress-free. 
• Getting in and out made effortless thanks to the flat floor and wide-opening cab door. 
• All controls falling perfectly to hand with swivel seat and excellent climate control.

T4 POWERSTAR - MAkINg EVERYDAY FARMINg A REAL PLEASURE. 

NEW HOLLAND TOp SErvicE   00800 64 111 111  |  www.newholland.com/uk

24/7 Support and information. The call is free from a land line. Check in advance with your Mobile Operator if you will be charged. Join us on Facebook!
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N
SA Sheep 2012, the sector’s 
biennial premier business 
to business event staged at 
Malvern in July was hailed a 

resounding success attracting a record 
turnout of over 11,000 visitors doing 
business with 250 exhibitors. 

The event was opened by chief 
government scientist, Sir John 
Beddington who argued that its theme, 
sustainable intensification, was essential 
for the industry’s future. 

“Rapidly increasing world populations 
and the need for more food and energy 
means farmers will have to produce 
more food from the same land more 
efficiently, however in practical terms, it 
will be down to the industry itself and to 
develop partnerships with government,” 
he said.

NSA chief executive Phil Stocker 
commented: “Sir John’s involvement is 
so relevant at a time when we are facing 
CAP reform that urgently needs to start 
to take account of society’s needs of 
feeding a growing and increasingly urban 
society within a world where resources 
are becoming more volatile and the 
impacts of climate change already being 
experienced. 

“Sheep farming will play an important 

part in the future with sheep being the 
ultimate in ‘renewable technology’ 
providing meat, fibre and soil fertility 
from little more than grass.”

He added: “NSA Sheep 2012 reflected 
the sustained optimism and buoyancy 
that is now evident in the UK sheep 
industry. Record numbers attended from 
right across the UK and beyond, they 
ignored the rain and muddy conditions, 
and trade stands reported good business 
and interest. 

“NSA also attracted a record number 
of new members. There is clearly 
much interest in taking the sheep 
industry forward and adopting new 
technologies and approaches within all 
the traditionalism that exists.” 

NSA Sheep 2012 took place as Sheep 
Farmer went to press and these brief 
highlights will be followed by more 
detailed reports in the September/
October edition       q

NSA Sheep
2012 
A record turnout 

Young Shepherd of the Year 
Scotland’s Simon Turkington is the 

NSA Young Shepherd of the Year. 
Simon collected the prestigious 

MSD Footvax sponsored award with an 
accompanying £1,000 cash prize award 
together with the Rumenco sponsored 
European NSA Young Shepherd of the 
Year award, at NSA Sheep 2012 after 
completing a pentathlon of activities 
designed to test the youngsters 
shepherding skills.

Each of the competition’s 22 entrants 
from throughout the UK, were required 
to sort finished lambs, demonstrate 
handling, vaccinating and dosing 
techniques, shear, put an ATV through 
its paces, and respond to questions on 
flock management and health issues.

Simon who graduated with an HND in 
agriculture from Harper Adams University 
and whose ambition is to stay at the 
forefront of agriculture is a professional 
shearer. He gained experience in New 
Zealand and currently manages 450 
ewes for James Fleming, Blingery, Wick. 

“I’m delighted to receive the award; it 
was an unexpected win,” 

In runner up spot was Kenneth  
O’Connor, a ND graduate from Oatridge 
College, who is shepherd to Jimmy 
Warnock’s 600 ewe flock based at 
Lanark where he also runs his own flock 
of pedigree Beltex. Simon and Kenneth 
also teamed up to win the pairs section 
within the competition.

NSA chief executive, Phil Stocker 
commented: “The association was 
pleased to support the pentathlon event 
since these young people are essential 
to the future of the sheep industry, and 
we are now seeing increasing numbers 
of new entrants attracted by an industry 
that is rewarding and fulfilling, and has 
clear public support.  

“We were very impressed by the 
overall high calibre of entrants, and 
we were also grateful to our sponsors 
MSD Footvax and Rumenco for their 
recognition of the importance of these 
youngsters to the sheep industry.”      q

Sir John Beddington speaking
at NSA Sheep 2012
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T
he arrival of new season wool 
in British Wool Marketing Board 
depots across the UK heralds 
the start of a new selling 

season for BWMB.  With average wool 
payments rising by 22p/kg on last year’s 
prices to £1.24/kg, producers marketing 
their wool through the BWMB are set to 
benefit from a fourth year of price rises, 
explains BWMB Chief Wool Marketing 
Officer Mark Powell.

“Despite continued economic 
uncertainty in much of mainland Europe 
and a slight weakening in the Chinese 
economy, worldwide demand for wool 
is still strong and the supply/demand 
balance is still working in producers’ 
favour.

“The 22p/kg average increase will 
undoubtedly be a welcome boost to 
sheep farm incomes at a time when the 
Euro/Sterling exchange rate is hampering 
lamb prices.  Once again wool is starting 
to be a significant contributor to sheep 
farm incomes.”

However, there will undoubtedly be 
cases where farmers don’t receive as 
much for their wool as they believe they 
should, adds Mr Powell.  “Producers 
should take care, where ever possible, 
to ensure their fleeces reach BWMB in 
the best possible condition.  Keeping 
fleeces free of twine, leaves and straw 
is essential to maximising their value, 
as is using marker paint sparingly and 
ensuring only scourable markers are 
used.”

Electronic auction
Looking beyond the coming season 
BWMB Chairman Malcolm Corbett says 
there is every reason for producers to be 
confident in the future of wool production 
and trading through BWMB.  “We have 
one of the most robust selling methods 
around, with our electronic auction 
system delivering excellent prices for 
farmers and transparency in the market 
for our buyers.”

Mr Corbett says all the long-term 
signals are that demand for wool will 
continue to increase in the coming 
years both from the fashion and interior 
furnishings markets. “Rising oil prices 
are impacting on man-made fibre prices 
and increasing environmental concerns 
are prompting more consumers to seek 
out natural fibres.”

And there are encouraging signs that 

supply is on the increase to match this 
rising tide of demand too, he explains.  
“A six per cent increase in the wool clip 
last year is a good sign of increasing 
confidence in the sheep sector and 
bodes well for the future of the wool 
market with increasing volume giving 
BWMB more strength in the market and 
the ability to market wool to farmers’ 
best advantage.”

Campaign for Wool
The BWMB’s ongoing involvement in 
the Campaign for Wool (CfW) is helping 
to stimulate demand both at home and 
overseas and, with continued expansion 
of CfW overseas, it is to be hoped that 
more and more consumers across the 
world come back to wool as the fabric 
of choice, says BWMB Chief Executive 
Ian Hartley. 

“CfW activity in 2012 already has 
seen the Campaign launched to China, 
USA and French markets, with plans for 
expansion in 2013.

“This year is seeing an increased focus 
on the interior design and furnishing 
markets in a bid to stimulate demand for 
wool floor coverings which is the major 
use for British wool.” 

British activity for the CfW will centre 
on Wool Week which is once again 
being held this autumn beginning on 15 
October and will include, once again, 
some unique activities. 

One such activity for Wool Week this 
year will be Wool School, a collaboration 
between CfW partner retailers and 
fashion universities; to create special 
wool sweaters which are available in 
store as a limited item, the sale of which 
will start with Wool Week 2012.

Participating retailers include Daks, 
Harvey Nichols, Hackett of London, 
Harrods, Hobbs, Jigsaw, John Lewis, 
Lyle & Scott, Marks & Spencer, Paul 
Smith, Pringle of Scotland, Selfridges 
and Topshop.

Participating universities include 
Brighton University, Herriot-Watt 
University, Kingston on Thames 
University, Leeds University, Nottingham 
Trent University, London College of 
Fashion.

Meanwhile, the Carpet Foundation 
is working with CfW in 2012 to create 
excellent point of sale materials and a 
focused public relations campaign – 
supporting wool rich carpets throughout 
the United Kingdom.      q

Wool Provides Welcome Boost
By Jonathan Long

Malcolm Corbett, BWMB’s Chairman, on the Board/Campaign for Wool stand which 
won 1st prize
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For further details & catalogues contact Harrison & Hetherington on 
01228 590490 or visit www.beltex.co.uk to view catalogues

CARLISLE PREMIER SALE
THURSDAY 16TH & FRIDAY 17TH AUGUST 

Beltex Sales – August 2012

Sale Itinerary:

Thursday 16th August
8.30am - Show of all classes
10.30am - Sale of Shearling Gimmers  
3.30pm approx. - Sale of Ram Lambs 

Friday 17th August
Ring 3 – Sale of Aged Rams at 10am followed by 
sale of 364 Shearling Rams

Ring 2 – Sale of 361 Shearling Rams at 10.30am

Thame with Bicester Sheep Fair – 3rd Aug – Central Club Show & Sale of 28 Beltex Sheep

NSA Exeter – 15th Aug   l   Chelford – 23rd Aug   l   Hilltown (N. Ireland) – 27th Aug

For further information, call Beltex Sheep Society on
017683 41124 or email beltex.sheep@btconnect.com

1344 
REGISTERED 

BELTEX 
SHEEP 

NEW SALE ARRANGEMENT – BUYERS PLEASE NOTE

DEFY 
DROUGHT
with deep rooting leys

01608 652552                                   cotswoldseeds.com



N
SA Scotsheep 2012 has been 
voted the best ever, attracting 
a record attendance of more 
than 8000 to The Morrisons 

Farm at Dumfries House, Cumnock, 
Ayrshire, on June 6.

Inclement weather during the morning 
including a downpour during the opening 
ceremony – failed to detract from the 
success of the event as a wonderful 
showpiece for the Scottish sheep 
industry.

The event was hosted on the 96-acre 
Home Farm at Dumfries House which is 
run as a joint venture by the Dumfries 
House Trust and the UK’s fourth largest 
food retailer, Morrisons, who took 
the opportunity of NSA Scotsheep to 
announce a new marketing initiative for 
traditional lamb.

Welcoming visitors to the event – 
which again had Bank of Scotland as 
main sponsor - organising committee 
chairman, Neale McQuistin, said Scottish 
sheep producers were bullish about the 
future.

“The last six years, since the decoupling 
of farm support from headage payments, 
have been the most rewarding in my 36 
years as a sheep farmer,” he said. “The 
market has been allowed to find the 
correct balance between supply and 
demand to a point where sheep farmers 
are looking to the market to make a 
profit.

“Hopefully, once the CAP reforms 
are finalised and with more marketing 
initiatives like the one created by 
Morrisons recently, we can look forward 
to the future being even better.”

The scene was set by His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Rothesay, who 
saved Dumfries House for the nation in 
2007 and demonstrated his passion for 
the British sheep industry by spending 
more than two hours touring the event 
and visiting many of the demonstrations 
and trade stands.

Prince Charles said he was “incredibly 
proud” to host NSA Scotsheep at 
Dumfries House and praised sheep 
farmers for their resilience in difficult 
times and their contribution to the 
economy.

“I know that so many sheep farmers 
have an incredibly difficult time, as do 
many other farmers, particularly in the 
hills and uplands,” he said. “You have to 
confront challenges, changes, volatility 
and fluctuations in prices and I pay 
tribute to your remarkable resilience 
and your contribution to the economy, 

society and the environment. You are a 
remarkable breed and I can only salute 
you on this great occasion.”

Acknowledging the “roller coaster ride” 
sheep farmers had endured in recent 
years, Prince Charles welcomed the 
improved returns producers had enjoyed 
in recent years although the economics 
of sheep farming remained on a knife-
edge.

That was why he had become so 
involved on both the Campaign for Wool 
to stimulate the increased use of nature’s 
natural fibre and the Mutton Renaissance 
Campaign to boost the consumption of a 
meat with a natural flavour which many 
consumers were shunning.

He paid tribute to Morrisons for 
their contribution to the £2 million 
redevelopment of the Dumfries House 
farming operation based on British native 
breeds such as the Beef Shorthorn and 
Aberdeen-Angus for beef and the Scotch 
Mule and Suffolk for lamb.

Morrisons took the opportunity of NSA 
Scotsheep to announce a partnership 
with the Suffolk Sheep Society to 
encourage the use of Suffolk sires. The 
initiative is modelled on Morrisons’ 
traditional beef scheme which pays a 
premium for finished cattle sired by bulls 
of British native breeds.

Once the programme is fully up and 
running, the retailer will work closely with 
a pilot group of farmers to source 1500 
Suffolk lambs a week. Farmers will earn 
a premium for Suffolk-sired lambs which 
meet the company’s specification.

The benefits of using high performance 
rams have also been demonstrated in the 
latest results from Quality Meat Scotland’s 
sheep strategy programme which were 
announced at NSA Scotsheep.

The trials on three farms, including 
Dumfries House, comparing the 
performance of lambs by high index 
Suffolk rams with lambs by rams of 
unknown genetic merit selected on 
appearance only, confirmed earlier 
results that the offspring of high index 
rams will boost returns by £2-£3 per 
lamb sold.

The benefit comes from a combination 
of improved growth rates, heavier 
slaughter weights at a younger age and 
better grading.

QMS sheep strategy manager, Rod 
McKenzie, said the trials had once 
again proved there is a consistency and 
reliability in using high index rams which 
gave the lamb producer a handsome 
reward worth more than £5 per ewe per 

year.
NFU Scotland also used NSA 

Scotsheep to call on supermarkets to 
play the game with British sheep farmers 
by stocking more home-produced lamb. 
An impromptu survey by union president, 
Nigel Miller, found that Morrisons was the 
only store offering only British lamb.

Mr Miller said the recent fall in 
lamb prices offered supermarket the 
opportunity to reposition Scotch lamb 
in the marketplace and called on 
supermarket to move quickly to home-
produced product, backed by active 
promotion.

QMS also announced an initiative 
offering producers the opportunity to 
sign up for a course on “Using sheep 
EID to improve the profitability of your 
flock.”

QMS livestock development manager, 
Kathy Peebles, said producers needed to 
overcome the fear of using EID technology 
to help identify good performers and turn 
EID into a useful management tool and 
not just a means of ensuring compliance 
with regulations.

Scotland’s Cabinet Secretary for Rural 
Affairs, Richard Lochhead, speaking 
at an NSA Scotsheep seminar, warned 
that Scottish farmers were in danger 
of missing a “golden opportunity” to 
expand the market for both Scotch lamb 
and beef if the decline in the national 
sheep flock and beef suckler herd could 
not be reversed.

New market opportunities were 
opening up for meat exports and plans by 
processors to increase exports would be 
wasted effort without the raw materials 
to do the job.

He cautioned farmers against being 
tempted to cash in on current high prices 
by selling breeding stock and urged them 
to keep an eye on the long term as they 
take advantage of the short term.

“Imagine if our export markets take off 
and we can’t supply them!” he said.

Scotland, he added, needed a much 
fairer allocation of CAP funding and the 
ability to make coupled payments to 
encourage farmers to maintain sheep 
flocks and suckler herds. He called for 
up to 15% of the Single Farm Payment 
to be allocated for coupled payments.

He also announced plans to reduce 
bureaucracy and red tape in Scottish 
agriculture with the acceptance of a 
two-pronged attack recommended by 
Scotland’s “red tape czar”, Brian Pack.

The aim will be firstly to identify 
needless regulations which are tying 

NSA Scotsheep
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farmers up in red tape and find ways 
of simplifying things. Mr Pack hopes 
to make his recommendations within a 
year.

Mr Lochhead said farmers wanted 
to be free to farm and not burdened by 
bureaucracy. 

“I hope that by implementing Brian’s 
recommendations we can give farmers 
the time to do what they do best – farming 
our land to produce high quality food for 
the nation and manage our magnificent 
countryside,” he said.

Mr Lochead also sportingly took part 
in a “Ready Steady Cook” challenge 
with BBC Countryfile presenter and 
sheep farmer, Adam Henson. The result 
of the fun lamb cookery challenge was a 
diplomatic draw.

* Event chairman, Neale McQuistin, 
expressed warm thanks to the local 
organising committee for their tireless 
work in making NSA Scotsheep such 
a success. Most members of the 
committee had turned up the next day to 

help the farm staff clean up the debris. “A 
lot of the best work in the industry goes 
unseen and for no financial reward,” he 
said. “I hope that spirit will endure for a 
long time.”

Competition results
Stockjudging 
Open
1st Alistair McHarg 293 points
2nd Tom Howden 288 points
3rd Jim Cannon 287 points

26 Years and Under
1st Alistair Shaw 287 points
2nd  Stuart Watson 286 points
3rd William Moses 284 points

19  Years and Under
1st George Gill 282 points
2nd Kelly Blackwood 281 points
3rd  Struan MacGregor 273 points

Young Shepherd of the Year
sponsored by Rumenco
1st Kenneth O’Connor, Selkirkshire

2nd Simon Turkington, Caithness
3rd Robert McKinnon, Argyll

Sheep Dog Trial
1st  Fraser Shennan (17) with Fizz 
 94 points
 
Stand competitions
Best Sheep Breed Society Stand 
1st  Blackface SBA
2nd Charollais Sheep Society
3rd Rough Fell SBA

Best Indoor Stand
1st British Wool Marketing Board
2nd Moredun Institute 
3rd Dow Agro Sciences

Best Outdoor Stand 
1st Morrisons Supermarkets
2nd Solway Recycling
3rd Kubota

q
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NSA South Sheep
Photos clockwise from top:

All the competitors for both Open •	
and Student Young Shepherds 
Competition.

Open Shepherd Competition Winners:- •	
1st Place George Fraser & trophy 
presented by Mole Valley Farmers 
representative.

Some of the stands at the event.•	

They might produce meat but farmers •	
were more than interested in the 
Butchery display and demonstration 
by Randall Parker Foods.

Bob Blanden, Chairman of the Show, •	
raised £200 for the show’s chosen 
charity “BOB - Berkshire, Oxfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire Air Ambulance” by 
doing a blade shearing demonstration. 

Competition results 
Open
Young Shepherd of the Future Competition
1st George Fraser
2nd Marie Prebble 
3rd Alex Olphert
4th Bertie Newman
5th Nicola Sandys
 
Student
Young Shepherd of the Future Competition
1st William Hinton,
 Lackhan College
2nd George Dallaway,
 Plumpton College
3rd James Dunning,
 Sparsholt College
4th Harry Bishop,
 Plumpton College
5th Jacob Woodhouse,
 Hadlow College
 
Fleece Competition Champion was won 
by R W & T H Franklin 
Reserve Champion Nugent Farms Ltd
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T H E  B R E E D  S O C I E T Y  D I R E C T O R Y

SOUTHDOWN
the traditional, modern terminal sire

Southdown Sheep Society
Details from the Secretary:

Mrs Gail Sprake Tel: 01986 782251
secretary@southdownsheepsociety.co.uk
web: www.southdownsheepsociety.co.uk

“The breed that makes ends meat”

Wiltshire Horn 
Sheep Society
THE WOOLLESS MEAT SHEEP

No wool, no shearing
just excellent quality meat.

Secretary: Mrs C Cormack
Tel: 0844 800 1029

email: info@wiltshirehorn.org.uk 
www.wiltshirehorn.org.uk

ad - sheep farmer3x4.5cm:Layout 

Easy Care 
SOCIETY SALES - Gaerwen, 17th Sept

Worcester, 22nd Sept
Carlisle, 4th Oct

Tel: 01407 840250/07788 585309
email: Iolo@easycaresheep.com

www.easycaresheep.com

For details of your local breeders call
Tel: 01904 448675

www.meatlinc.co.uk

Tel/Fax:
01768 341124
www.beltex.co.uk

ILE DE FRANCE 
The breed to meat your grades

For 3L’s use an Ile de France
Lean, Liveweight & Lively lambs

www.iledefrancesheep.co.uk
Secretary Edward Adamson

Tel: 07711071290

Charmoise
Hill Sheep

• HARDY Hill Sheep
• Add SHAPE to your prime lambs

• EASY Lambing
• Terminal Sire suitable for 

tupping EWE LAMBS
Please contact David Trow Tel: 01686 688234

www.charmoisesheep.co.uk

Blackface 
Sheep Breeders’   
Association 

Information on the breed and sale dates 
available on our web site or from:- 

Aileen McFadzean, Tel/Fax: 01738 634018 
Email aileen@scottish-blackface.co.uk 

www.scottish-blackface.co.uk

Hebridean Sheep
www.hebrideansheep.org.uk

Hebridean Sheep are enjoying
a dramatic return to popularity.

Contact:
HEBRIDEAN SHEEP SOCIETY

01908 611092
Old Breed for New Times

The easy lambing terminal sire 
producing quick growing lambs with 

excellent meat to bone ratio.
Secretary: Sue Archer

Tel/Fax: 024 7654 1766
email: secretary@rouge-society.co.uk

www.rouge-society.co.uk

ROUGEROUGE

SWALEDALE
SHEEP

BREEDERS
ASSOCIATION

England’s Premier Hill Breed.
Ewes are supreme for breeding 

Mule Lambs.
Rams are ideal for crossing

with other Hill Breeds for
increased lamb production

on the hill.

Secretary:
John Stephenson

Barnley View, Town Head, 
Eggleston, Barnard Castle,

Co. Durham DL12 0DE
Tel: 01833 650516

CAMBRIDGE
QUANTITY WITH QUALITY

CROSSBREDS OF DISTINCTION
Details from: Alun Davies, Pharm House, 

Willaston, Neston CH64 2TL
Tel: 0151 327 5699

Email: d.a.r.davies@liv.ac.uk
www.cambridge-sheep.org.uk

British Berrichon
“The HARDY,
EASY LAMBING,
EASY CARE Sheep”

For information please contact
Sue Powell 01989 770071/07974 360807

www.berrichonsociety.com
email: berrichon@btconnect.com

NORTH COUNTRY CHEVIOT

Profit from Quality Store Lambs
— Short or Long Keep

Tel: 01461 600673 for sales details

The Ideal 
Crossing 

Sire
for all Hill 

Ewes

The Ideal 
Ewe for

producing
Mules & 

Half-Breds

North of
England
Mule Sheep
Association

THE ORIGINAL &
BEST MULE

(Bluefaced Leicester x Swaledale or 
Northumberland Type Blackface)

For full Auction Mart Sales List
Contact Marion Hope

Telephone 01387 371777
e-mail: nemsa@btinternet.com

website: www.nemsa.co.uk

Gwenda Roberts, Secretary
01758 730366

office@lleynsheep.com
Heather Stoney, Promotions

Officer, 01347 879087
promotions@lleynsheep.com

www.lleynsheep.com

The Dual Purpose
Heart of the Flock

Supreme quality from the Southern hills.
Mules by Bluefaced Leicesters out of
Swaledale or Scotch Blackface ewes.

Tel: 01837 52275
email: enquiries@southwestmulegroup.co.uk

www.southwestmulegroup.co.uk

PD & DH Sheep
Breeders’

Agriculture House
Acland Road

Dorchester DT1 1EF
Tel: 01305 262126

www.dorsetsheep.org

Power to Perform all year round

Fast Growing Lambs

Teeswater Sheep
Friendly, Flavour and Fibre

Ewes - good mothers
that cross well

For more details contact
Breed Sectretary - Denise Newey

teeswatersheep@yahoo.co.uk
www.teeswater-sheep.co.uk

Scotch
Mule
Association
Contact: George Allan
Tel: 01292 591821
Website: www.scotchmule.co.uk
email:
scotchmule.association@yahoo.co.uk

HAMPSHIRE DOWN

for details contact:
Richard Davis
01 494 488 388

richard@rickyard.plus.com
www.hampshiredown.org.uk

Dorper sheep are hardy, prolific 
milkers that shed their wool, 
can breed all year round, 

producing fast growing lambs 
and succulent meat. They are 
renowned around the world 

for quality carcasses and 
conformation.

Excellent terminal sires. 
Contact details at

www.dorpersheepsociety.co.uk  
or call Nicky 07710 352793

Sheep
Health
& Welfare
Conference
21st November 2012,
Sixways Stadium, Worcester
See page 7
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To advertise in Classifieds
or BSD contact Jill Smith

on Tel: 01684 565533
Fax: 01684 565577

C L A S S I F I E D

Fax your classified ads to 01684 565577 or send by post to:  Shepherd Publishing, Sheep Centre, Malvern, Worcs WR13 6PH.

What’s new in Sheep 
shearing machines?  

Buy on line at www.
hornershearing.com, or 
phone. “Zipper” from £145 
complete. Rambo Shearers, 
240 volt £299 complete. 
portable battery £425. 10 
combs £77, 10 cutters £25. 
Grinders £540. Spares:- 
Heavy duty drives for Lister 
machines. Repairs to most 
machines. Buy online at
www.hornershearing.com. 
Or phone Willie Horner, at 
Horner Shearing.
Tel 01200 427419 .

FARM ANIMALS

Need a Shearing machine? 
Thats easy to use? Its the 
Longhorn 12 volt. 
Recommended now by 
6,000 farmers in the UK. 
Buy DIRECT from the 
manufacturers, Horner 
Shearing. Tel 01200 427419.  
Or online at
www.hornershearing.com

EQUIPMENT

EQUIPMENT
Sheep Shearing Machines 
specialists. New and S/H 
mains and 12 volt machines 
in stock. A full range of spares 
and all requisites for the 
shearer in stock. Expert advice 
and prompt attention given to 
all enquiries. Free catalogue 
available on request. George 
Mudge & Co 01822 615456. 
e-mail: info@georgemudgeshearing.co.uk

Farming
Help

Confidential help 
for all in the farming 

community

Ring 0845 367 9990
A partnership between the charities.

ARC-Addington Fund, Farm Crisis Network
& Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution

www.farminghelp.org.uk

The best mobile sheep  
handling system on the market 

 

Aluminium - Durable, Lightweight, Easy 
to Use, Versatile & Cost Effective 

 

FREE demo or more info 
Call Chris Byrne 07766 252983 

 

Available for immediate  
collection or prompt delivery 

 

See The Alligator in action at 
www.youtube.com/coxagri 

 
 
 
 
 

www.coxagri.com 
 LLEYNS

High Index Signet Rams
Top 1% and Top 5%

EBVs 300+ also
Females, all MV

Denoak 01387 810292

SHEEP FOR SALE

National Sheep Association AGM 2012   

Notice is hereby given that the 119th
Annual General Meeting of the

National Sheep Association 
is to be held at

The Royal Agricultural College,
Cirencester,

at 10 am on the 22nd August

See page 3 for further details
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National Sheep Association
Speaking out across the UK on issues affecting your sheep farming business

Membership Benefits
•  Providing dedicated lobbying at all levels
•  Fighting for practical regulations and workable solutions
•  Weekly Email Newsletter including the latest industry developments
•  The Sheep Farmer journal – published bi-monthly, covering all aspects of sheep production

To become a member of NSA please complete the Application Form below

Name  .................................................................................... Address  ..........................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................     Postcode  ..........................................

Tel  ................................................................     Email  ........................................................................................................................

Please either use the Direct debit form below, or enclose your cheque with your completed application form.
Cheques should be made payable to NSA.

Normal Annual Subscription - UK £50, Students £25, Eire, Europe and Overseas £55.00 (UK £)

Instruction to your Bank/Building Society to Pay Direct Debits
Please complete Parts 1 to 5 to instruct your branch to make payments directly from your account.

Then return the form to the above address.

NSA OFFICE USE Originators Identification Number

9 5 6 8 8 9

Name and full address of your Bank/Building Society

The Manager of  ................................................................................     Bank/Building Society

Address  .................................................................................................................................................................

Name of account  ...................................................................................................................................................

Account Number                    4)  Sort Code            

Instruction to your Bank/building Society. Please pay National Sheep Association Direct Debits from the account detailed on 
this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by The Direct Debit Guarantee.

Signature  .........................................................................................     Date  ............................................................  

(Bank/Building Societies may decline to accept Instruction to pay Direct Debits from some types of account)

Gift Aid:  Please use Gift Aid to make your subscription worth more to NSA.  
For every pound you give us, we could earn an extra 25p from the Inland Revenue.

To qualify for gift aid what you pay in income tax or capital gains tax must at least equal the amount we shall claim in the tax year.

Gift Aid Declaration: I want the National Sheep Association to treat all donations I make from the date of this 
declaration until I notify you otherwise as Gift Aid donations. To Gift Aid please tick this box q

Please return your membership application to: National Sheep Association, NSA FREEPOST (WR430),
Malvern, Worcestershire. WR13 5BR

Telephone: 01684 892661  Fax: 01684 892663  Email: membership@nationalsheep.org.uk
Registration No. 37818  Registered Charity No. 249255

1)

2)

3)

5)



Use Zolvix in every fl ock for:

•  Fit lambs – Zolvix kills all economically signifi cant gut worms, even resistant strains
•  Fat lambs – using Zolvix can give you better returns4

•  Finished lambs – you’ll be proud to take to market

For best results use mid-late season in lambs 
and quarantine dose all incoming stock.

Have you tried Zolvix yet? 
See your vet to fi nd out more about Zolvix or visit 

www.farmanimalhealth.co.uk

For further information about ZOLVIX contact: Novartis Animal Health UK Ltd, Frimley Business Park, Frimley, Camberley, Surrey, GU16 7SR. Tel 01276 694402 or in Ireland Tel 051 
377201. ZOLVIX contains 25 g/L monepantel. ZOLVIX® is a registered trademark of Novartis AG, Basel, Switzerland. Advice on the use of this or alternative medicines must be sought from 
the medicine prescriber. Legal category: POM-V  in UK and POM  in ROI.

References: 1. NAH Study Y08/16; Y08/7. 2. Kaminsky R et al. Parasitology Resesarch 2010. 3. George SD et al. Veterinary Parasitology 2010  4. “The production costs of anthelmintic 
resistance in sheep managed within a monthly preventive drench programme.” Sutherland, I.A. 1, Bailey, J. 2 and Shaw, R.S.1 1 AgResearch Ltd., The Hopkirk Research Institute and 2 
Novartis Animal Health Australasia.

Use medicines responsibly (www.noah.co.uk/responsible)

EVERY FLOCK, EVERY YEAR

ZOLVIX – THE WORLD’S
MOST EFFECTIVE WORMER 1-3

N255.002 ZOLVIX Ad UK A4.indd   1 19/04/2012   16:21




