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T

he subject of live sheep exports
for slaughter is contentious.
Amongst the public certainly, but
even within the sheep farming
community there are widely contrasting
views over the ethics behind this trade.
That has to be why it is best talked about
and not hidden away under cover.
There are far fewer live exports than
there used to be, with more sheep now
being slaughtered here in the UK and
shipped as carcases – and this is good,
not just to minimise transport but also to
provide jobs and added value here in the
UK.
But the fact is that exporting live
sheep is entirely legal and there are
rightly additional transport requirements
for any journeys over eight hours.
These requirements exist to ensure
the reasonable welfare of sheep being
transported.
Opposition to sheep simply going over
the channel is irrational. Depending on
where they come from and go to they
can have a shorter journey than they
have on some mainland UK routes. The
welfare campaigners say transport is less
regulated once over the Channel, but this
is a matter of regulatory enforcement and
‘opting-out’ simple pushes any welfare
problems elsewhere – a ‘NIMBY’ solution
that may help sheep here but does not
help them as a species.
Another criticism is that many of these
sheep are going on to non-stun slaughter
to satisfy demand for religious festivals –
but again, non-stun slaughter is allowed
here and in other members states by
derogation from an EU regulation, and
it is the enforcement of the regulation
and the conditions it requires that will
do more to improve sheep welfare than
simply
pushing
the
problem away.
As one prominent
NSA member said to
me, “Before all the fuss
about sheep exports we
used to share ferries with
holiday makers; the trade
was open, visible and
the best operators were
happy to participate.
The campaigners don’t

realise they have pushed out many of the
professional operators and driven the
trade behind closed doors, as if it was
dirty.”
Wherever the blame falls (and it may
be on several sets of shoulders), the UK
sheep industry cannot afford to be let
down by the catastrophe that happened
at Ramsgate port during September.
For over 40 sheep to be considered
bad enough to have to be put down
due to lameness, plus a disastrous
incident involving a floor collapsing and
sheep falling into the sea, something
undoubtedly went wrong.
At the time of writing we are still
awaiting the Defra/AHVLA report on the
incident and it would be wrong to jump to
conclusions until this work is complete.
However lessons must be learnt – and
the inspection bodies and animal welfare
organisations must not be immune from
shouldering some of the blame if they
are found to be wanting. For me the key
questions must be:• How could more than 40 lame sheep
be on this lorry and where does the
responsibility lie? Was the pre-loading
veterinary inspection reliable, could
the sheep really have become lame
during transport, or were they really
lame at all?
• Why was the decision made to unload
the sheep in obviously inadequate
facilities? Given the result, it was clearly
the wrong decision and the welfare of
the sheep would have been far better
protected if they had been transported
to a local facility that had proper
facilities, such as a livestock market
or an abattoir. Even if this had affected
their status to travel onwards it would
have been the right decision. Anyone
with genuine welfare
interests should have
recognised that trying
to use such makeshift
handling facilities risked
a more serious welfare
outcome.
Incidents like this
let the side down and
risk damaging the UK
sheep ‘brand’ – a brand
based on a natural
SHEEP FARMER

product closely linked with our natural
environment, associated with good
welfare and traditionalism. Any brand of
any product relies on an image, and for
longevity that image has to be based on
reality. This is our industry and it is us
that has more at stake than anyone in
protecting our brand and ensuring that
no one lets us down – not individuals
within our industry, nor those sitting on
the outside and quite willing to see us fail.
That is why we have to grab the initiative
and take any necessary steps to avoid

disasters such as the one experienced at
Ramsgate.
If this means putting pressure on
the regulators to ensure proper legal
enforcement, if it means changes in
the pre-loading veterinary inspections,
if it means all of us as individuals being
more active in identifying risk, and being
prepared to act, then that is a small price
to pay in order to optimise our market
opportunities, protect our brand, and
protect sheep welfare.
Phil Stocker, NSA Chief Executive q

NSA Welcomes Two New Staff Members

C

harlotte Underwood and Joanne
Pugh have recently joined the
NSA, working alongside Julie Jennings
and Gill Callow in the NSA Head
Office. Joanne has taken over as
Senior Communications Officer while
Charlotte has taken a new position

in the organisation as Membership
Recruitment Officer. Charlotte and
Joanne’s jobs will take them out and
about a great deal and, having already
met many NSA members, they are
looking forward to meeting more at
various shows and events.
q

Charlotte Underwood

Joanne Pugh

NSA Lambing List
Still time to register

W

e are still collecting names of NSA
members who would like help
during the coming lambing season,
from a vet student or similar individual
looking for work experience.
The list is circulated to NSA student
members and vet/agricultural colleges
more than once during the winter
months, but we would recommend
getting on it as soon as possible.
Simply email gill@nationalsheep.org.uk
or call 01684 892661 with the following
details:• Name, address, contact telephone
numbers and NSA membership
number.
• What are the dates you require help
to and from?
• Will you provide accommodation?
• Do you require helpers with lambing
experience?
• How many ewes will you be lambing,
inside/outside etc?
• How many student helpers would you
like?				
q
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New
Membership
Campaign
T

he NSA is launching an exciting new
project in January, aimed at current
members as well as new ones.
We have teamed up with a livestock
handling company to offer a very exciting
prize – which will be won in September
2013 by one very lucky person.
Every new member who joins the NSA
during the promotion will be eligible for
the prize draw, as well as any existing
member who introduces a new person
to the organisation.
Full details will be available in the New
Year, but in the meantime have a think
about anyone you know who is involved
in the sheep industry but isn’t currently
a member, as introducing them to the
NSA next year could prove to be very
worthwhile indeed! 		
q

Sheep Health &
Welfare Conference
Act now to attend

T

ime is running out to book at place
at the inaugural Sheep Health and
Welfare Conference at Sixways
Stadium, Worcester, on 21st November
2012, 9.30am-4pm.
An update on Schmallenberg from Dr
Piet Vellema, a Dutch vet and expert on
emerging diseases, will be a vital part
of the day for many attendees – but
so too will be presentations tackling
more well-known challenges, including
internal parasites and how the industry
should approach the eradication of
sheep scab.
There will also be thought-provoking
discussion on the real cost of endemic
disease, a practical look at early
detection, design and implementation
of prevention strategies, as well as
a snapshot of the future and where
current research is taking the science of
flock health and welfare.
The event is organised by the Sheep
Health and Welfare Group (SHAWG),
which is funded by EBLEX and involves
a mix of stakeholder groups and handson farmers, including NSA, which is
helping to organise the conference.
Details are included in the ‘Events’
section of the NSA website, and you
can also book a place by calling 01684
892661 or emailing shwconference@
nationalsheep.org.uk. There is a cost of
£30 per person.

Speakers will include:-

• Phil Stocker, Chief Executive, NSA:
The real cost of endemic disease to
the business – the need to act!
• Prof. Neil Sargison, Senior Lecturer,
Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary
Studies: Combating the real threats
to the sheep farming business
• Christ Lewis, independent veterinary
consultant: Early detection, design
and implementation of prevention
strategies
• Lesley
Stubbings,
independent
sheep consultant and farmer: Internal
parasites – science and practice
• Piet Vallema, Dutch vet, and Alasdair
Cook, AHVLA: Schmallenberg virus
• Prof. Julie Fitzpatrick, Chief Executive,
Moredun: Research – where are we at
with the science behind flock health
and welfare?
• A panel of industry experts:
Collaborating to address ‘The scab
challenge’			
q
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REGIONAL
R E P O R T S

Scotland

D

uring the last few months Scotland
has seen a busy period with lamb
and breeding sales. Store lambs in most
cases have remained at reasonably good
prices, although there have been reports
from some of the markets on the west
coast that lighter-weight lambs have not
seen the same demand. On the whole,
breeding sheep have maintained a good
demand throughout the trading period.
Representation at stakeholder meetings
has kept the diary full. The debate on
CAP reform continues, and I was recently
at a meeting with Commissioner Ciolos
to discuss options for Scotland. He
presented a vision of how he saw things
working for Scotland, which included the
current greening proposals of set-aside
percentages (ecological focus areas) and
also three-crop diversification.
The point I made to the Commissioner
was that it seems very clear Scotland
has a sound argument to remain free
from these conditions – if not the whole
of Scotland, then certainly the Less
Favoured Areas which, in the majority
cases, are already delivering good
environmental conditions and the public
goods that are required.
In addition to this, Ciolos also said
that he hoped the budget would be fixed
in stone by the 24th November. Quite
clearly this is essential, as really no sound
discussions can take place until we know
what the budget is going to be.
I have also attended a development
event in connection with Scottish Rural
Development Programme (SRDP) 2014202. Several papers were delivered,
covering topics such as Areas of Natural
Constraint (LFAs), animal welfare, agrienvironment schemes, forestry and the
rural economy.
I found it most annoying to hear
suggestions of very prescriptive schemes
(with specific financial support to arrive
at specific outcomes). In my view, what is
required is to look at the broader picture,
which quite basically is that farmers in
rural areas must be in a position to make
a profit. This would encourage a vibrant
rural community and allow for farmers to
invest for the future long-term stability
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of their businesses. If this was the case
then all these other ideas and schemes
would be delivered on the back of it.
The Scottish Region will be holding
roadshow meetings across the country
this winter to give members and farmers
the opportunity to hear all the up-to-date
information on CAP and SRDP as things
develop. Dates will be advertised nearer
the time.
A date has been set for out AGM
and dinner, which is 2nd March 2013.
Due to popular demand, it will be held
in the Dunblane Hydro Hotel. To prebook tickets please contact George
Milne on 01334 472403 or george.nsa@
btconnect.com
Caroline Orr, Secretary

Marches

T

he region held yet another
excellent meeting and AGM on
29th September at the Ludlow Food
Centre. I was voted in once again to
represent our region as Chairman, with
Mike Credland as Vice Chairman. It is
a pleasure to welcome Kevin Harrison
onto the English Committee, as voted
on by members during the AGM. Kevin
will be a tremendous asset to the region
in representing the regions views and
vision to help lead and shape policy for
the future.
It was excellent to hear a breed society
member praise the region for improved
communication with breed societies,
especially with the recent Breed Forum.
It would be great if we had more of a
breed society presence at our regional
meetings and see them taking a greater
interest in the region’s commercial
farmers!
The theme for the night was ‘The Local
and Global Sheep Market,’ with the aim
of stimulating everyone to think about
how they can market and present their
product to achieve the highest value for
their stock wherever it is destined. John
Brereton, Ludlow Food Centre’s butcher,
stressed the importance of knowing your
customer and what’s required – knowing
what turns them on to make that choice
of buying lamb and sustaining that buy
in.
John’s skill was exceptional and
clearly showed he was a master at his
job - he soon carved a standard whole
lamb carcase into premium, convenient,
mouth-watering products that would
attract the eye of any consumer, whatever
their budget constraints.
John and the Ludlow Food Centre
certainly know their customers – there is
no complacency and nothing standard
about how they interact and continue
to captivate consumers. It certainly
impressed the members present and

drummed home the need to have a
marketing plan and know your costs.
Diversifying to add value is not
always the answer if we are masking
the true production costs driven by
potential inefficiencies. Only diversify
if you have a marketing strategy, know
your marketplace and know there is a
demand.
The second speaker – Andy Offer, a
committee member and owner of Whyle
House Lamb, gave advice on what it
takes to run a successful direct marketing
business. He shared the true cost of
rearing, butchering, marketing and
selling the lamb, and made it clear that
margins were tight and the considerable
investment needed was not to be treated
lightly.
He also shared his experience in trying
to get the tasks on farm completed and
having to attend market to sell the product
– a balance which was trying at times.
He attended training courses and sought
good marketing advice, and he planned
and identified his target audience, which
is why he has succeeded in diversifying
– and his passion and drive to succeed
certainly showed in his presentation.
Phil Stocker gave his view on the
challenges for the sector, which are wider
than just the back door. He detailed
the importance of recognising that
we are part of a global protein supply,
and the importance sheep play in the
global tourist industry. He detailed the
challenges we are facing but importantly
the opportunities being presented.
I always have interesting conversations
regarding marketing lamb when speaking
to members and the past months have
been interesting! It’s always interesting
debating what the best way to market
lamb is and when. I don’t believe there
is a magic answer and each has to tailor
their decision to their own production
needs. But it would not be a Marches
Region report without involving our old
mate Billy Musset for some words of
wisdom!
He says: “We have a hugely diverse
array of avenues and choice in which
to market our stock. If you present your
stock to the local market you are going
to get what a vendor is prepared to pay
that day, depending on the amount of
buyers, weather, confidence, demand,
quality and availability. Many like the thrill
and well, it’s a social occasion, although
this is being challenged as the marts
move out of town and the wife no longer
comes along to the shops!
“Many take the opportunity to present
direct to a processor or through a
marketing group. They know what they
are going to get and can carry on with
essential jobs on the farm, and they can
SHEEP FARMER

get additional feedback that can provide
important information relating to health
issues, breeding decisions and selection
decisions.
“My conclusion is we are producing
stock for a specific, targeted market
place(s) – aren’t we? Surely we don’t just
put the rams in and hope for the very best
in the spring! Many of us have breeds
which are selected to utilise land types,
require less inputs, have productions
attributes which lead to less intervention,
stock which will maximise kilos of meat
per hectare reared, and stock which are
selected for our owns reasons.
“At the end of the day we must let
the farmer make an informed choice on
how to market their stock. Blaming and
pointing the finger is a poor way to make
oneself look better than others who have
appeared in the press locally. We need
marketing outlets that promote their own
excellent attributes to entice our stock,
not put others down and pick faults – as
I don’t suppose everyone is perfect, are
they?!”
Nick Davies, Chairman

Northern

S

ince my last report in the May/June
issue the main talking point has been
the weather, and rain in particular. I don’t
want this report to turn into a weather
forecast, but writing now in October I am
still looking out at flooded fields, as I did
in June.
The year has been very trying for all
livestock farmers in the north, with the
constant struggle to make silage and hay
of decent quality. Combines, when able
to access fields without getting stuck,
fared a little better with the weather, but
the yields are very much down on last
year.
This will make winter feed costs high
for all producers, so it’s just as well that
the autumn breeding sales have gone
well, with most auction centres reporting
another rise in the average at all breeding
sheep sales.
The prices for prime lamb dropped
quite dramatically during the breeding
sales and some vendors were concerned
that it would have an effect on their sales,
but confidence is still high in the sheep
sector in the north.
There is evidence to suggest some
producers are keeping their lambs for
longer to gain extra weight in order to
get the best prices, however, it has been
proved that these heavier lambs are
likely to be over-fat – this then has the
negative effect of pulling down the price
for all producers.
The Great Yorkshire Show in July
became another casualty of the wet
weather. The organisers must be
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2012

congratulated for trying to run the show
as normal, but the heavy shower on
Tuesday afternoon made it impossible to
carry on, as the public car parks became
a mud bath. Luckily most of the livestock
classes had been completed as we all
headed home on Wednesday afternoon.
In October sheep producers were
put on high alert after Defra revealed
that Schmallenberg virus had been
found on farms in North Yorkshire and
Northumberland.
But on a lighter note to finish – plans
for NSA North Sheep 2013 on 5th June
at Crimple Head Farm, Beckwithshaw,
Harrogate, North Yorkshire, by kind
permission of the Wilson family, are
underway.
We have taken on Heather Stoney
as Assistant Organiser for the 2013
event – she will be responsible for
the competitions and logistics. Adam
Watson will be the event Chairman and
John Reed will be our Head Steward. I
will continue to be the Event Organiser,
responsible for sponsorship and stand
applications.
Over 30 Northern Region and local coopted committee members attended our
first meeting in October – it is great to
see the enthusiasm that producers have
for these specialist events.
Application forms for stand space
will be circulated to all who exhibited at
the 2011 event in late November/early
December. Other information can be
found at www.northsheep.org.uk.
Julie Sedgewick, Regional Manager

Northern Ireland

T

he NI Region has been busy in the
late summer with a series of meetings
on sheep abortion. These meetings
were held in partnership with Parklands
Vet Group and CAFRE and generously
sponsored by MSD Animal Health, to
whom we are grateful.
This is the second time we have moved
out to the more rural areas, nearer to the
sheep sector in Northern Ireland, and
we have been rewarded with excellent
attendances of sheep farmers.
Looking forward, and the Royal Ulster
Agricultural Society has made a major
decision to move the Balmoral Show
to a new site to be known as Balmoral
Park, near the Maze just off the M1
motorway. The new site will allow
the show to grow and will have a
lot more space available for both
trade and exhibitors.
We are planning to take some
space at the 2013 Balmoral
Show to provide a dedicated
sheep area adjacent to the sheep
pens and judging rings. We plan to
have a marquee split into exhibition/

hospitality space for sheep breed
societies and clubs, as well as space
for a number of commercial companies
relating to the sheep industry.
There may be limited space outside if
there is a demand. I’m sure our recent
experiences gained at the NSA Sheep
NI event will be useful and help us to
create a community atmosphere within
the sheep sector.
This year – 2012 – is the centenary
year for Greenmount Agricultural College
and several events are being held in
celebration. AFBI and NSA are joining
with them to hold a Sheep Conference
on 5th December.
A visit around the college’s Abbey
Farm in the morning will be followed
after lunch with two speakers – Russell
Scott of Newtownstewart, the current
and inaugural Farming Life Sheep
Farmer of the Year, and Michael Blanche
of Perthshire, who used his 2011 Nuffield
Scholarship to look at ‘The Farming
Ladder’ and starting in the industry from
scratch with not owned land.
The AGM will follow on, at around
4.30pm. More details and tickets from
myself on 07711 071290 or edward.
adamson1@gmail.com.
Edward Adamson,
Development Officer

South West

A

s I write this in early October there is
no end to the rain, and this, coupled
with the drop in lamb prices, is not
giving sheep producers much to smile
about. But in an attempt to give them
something to look forward to, the Region
is delighted to announce that the NSA
Sheep South West 2013 is to be held on
Tuesday 11th June 2013.
Our hosts for this event are Michael and
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David Snell and family, from Moortown
Barton, Knowstone, South Molton, EX36
4RZ. This traditional, family run-farm
is in the heart of North Devon’s ‘Sheep
Country’. It is home to 500 North Country
Mules and 500 Suffolk Mules, with 100
cattle also fattened annually.
We are sure that this venue,
conveniently situated off the North Devon
link road will attract a large number of
sheep farmers. Trade and breed society
stand application forms will be sent out
at the end of November and further
details can be obtained from the website
www.sheepsouthwest.org.uk, or myself –
01409 271385, 07967 512660 or suem@
nationalsheep.org.uk.
Our next regional meeting is on Monday
3rd December at the Waie Inn, Zeal
Monachorum, Devon, at 7.30pm. NSA
Chief Executive Phil Stocker will be one
of the speakers, and we are also having
a presentation from a representative of
BWMB. There will be another speaker,
yet to be confirmed, and the evening will
end with supper.
For further details please see
advertisements in the Western Morning
News, visit www.nationalsheep.org.uk
or contact me. We hope to have a large
attendance at this meeting, which has
been arranged particularly for those who
are unable to attend the AGM in February
due to lambing.
Sue Martyn, Secretary

Central

I

t has been a busy period for sheep sales
is with us, and trade has been generally
good for breeding sheep, despite stock
having to endure one of Britain’s
exceptionally wet summers.
While grass has been in good supply, it
appears to be low in dry matter, passing
quickly through lambs and resulting in
lean lambs which, with the prolonged
rain, look like they have been through
a wash cycle! However trade for store
lambs has held with buyers coming to
Bakewell from as far as Norfolk, Wales
and the South West.
The wet weather has brought the
associated problems of very wet ground,
which has made conservation of fodder
a challenge and will no doubt affect the
quality. With concentrate costs going
through the roof we need to rely more on
good quality herbage produced with the
minimum amount of artificial inputs and,
as a result produce, as many lambs as
possible from grass.
The wet summer has also increased the
problem of liver fluke, and producers are
being urged to monitor flocks carefully
and may ultimately have to dose twice
during the autumn.
There are many hill farms in the region
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that are coming near to the end of their
Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA)
agreements. Most businesses are looking
to enter the Upland Entry Level Scheme
(UELS) while some are also looking at
the Higher Level Scheme (HLS).
ESAs have provided an injection
of capital allowing a great deal of
conservation work to be carried out,
such as dry stone walling, hedge and tree
planting, creation of hay meadows and
control of bracken. In addition stocking
rates on upland areas have been reduced
to enable moorlands to recover from
the combined effects of atmospheric
pollution and any over-grazing initiated
by the EEC back in the 1970s. As a
result those areas that were fortunate to
benefit from ESA agreements are looking
in good condition, with many moors now
showing signs of being under, rather than
over grazed.
Let’s hope land managers take note
of the good work and the achievements
that have been made under ESAs and
build upon that to ensure a sustainable
future for farming in the uplands.
I will leave you with two diary dates
– the Central Region AGM at the Blue
Bell, Tissington, Ashbourne on Tuesday
20th November at 7pm. Joanne Pugh
and Charlotte Underwood from NSA
Headquarters will be updating members
on their new roles in communications and
membership recruitment respectively,
and the evening will finish with a pieand-peas supper.
Work is also progressing with the
Central Region Winter Fair, to be held at
Bakewell’s Agricultural Business Centre
on Thursday 24th January 2013. We
hope to see you there.
Robert Helliwell,
Central Region Committee Member

Llansawel, Llandeilo, Carmarthenshire
by kind permission of Siôn and Claire
Williams. Application forms will be sent to
all who exhibited at Welsh Sheep 2011,
but if you require further information
please contact myself on 07976 803066
or helen@nationalsheep.org.uk, or go to
the event website at www.welshsheep.
org.uk.
In Wales we have the Welsh Winter
Fair to look forward to on 26th and 27th
November, where NSA Cymru/Wales
members old and new can visit the stand
and discuss issues which concern them.
The presentation of the NSA Cymru/
Wales Achievement Award will also be
presented, on the Monday afternoon.
We plan to hold two road shows in
January and our AGM In February – full
details will be in the next regional report.
Helen Davies, Secretary

South East

O

nce again our region has been privy
to an outstandingly useful ‘Sheep
Handling Workshop’ with Miriam Parker,
held in October in Kent.
To show she is not more an ‘expert’ or
‘guru’ than anyone else, she started by
asking the assembled group - of over 50
farmers on this occasion - how long they
had been working with sheep.
Once she established there was
collectively anywhere between 800 to
1,000 years of experience in the group,
she said she could not match that, but
by asking the right sort of questions, got
the right answers to make everyone to
think about how to ‘pull’ sheep through
a handling situation, rather than push
them.

Cymru/Wales

O

n the whole the autumn ram sales
have been good with a good
trade for the best sheep. The ewe and
ewe lamb sales have also held a good
steady trade, which has surprised some
as the prime lamb market has been
disappointing, largely due to the weather
we have experienced this year and the
fact producers have found it difficult to
finish their lambs as in previous years.
NSA Cymru was disappointed to hear
that Schmallenberg has been circulating
in West Wales and our thoughts are
with the farming family affected. NSA
will continue to push for a vaccine to be
developed and licensed for UK use as
quickly as possible.
Application forms are now available
for the region’s biennial sheep event –
NSA Welsh Sheep 2013 - to be held on
Tuesday 21st May at Beili Ficer Farm,

An interested audience

Handling workshop
SHEEP FARMER

As Miriam put it, it is an absolute
necessity in markets and particularly
abattoirs to prevent bruising, so it is just
as important before sheep get to those
destinations.
The one thing I am sure everyone who
was there will go away and remember is
that sheep have eyes on the sides of their
heads, hence everyone had a chance to
try on the special glasses that only allow
you to see what they do, and that you
need to get down to their level to also
see things from their perspective.
So it was a very worthwhile way to
spend a few hours on a wet autumnal
day on Romney Marsh, for which we
are most grateful to Helen and Robert
Langrish for hosting the event, providing
covered facilities and arranging a caterer
for us to enjoy a good warming casserole
at lunchtime.
This was a joint meeting with EBLEX,
to whom we are grateful for their support,
arranged by Jonathan Eckley, their South
East Manager and one of our regional
committee members. We may well try
and repeat it in a different area, but if you
get an opportunity to attend a session
with Miriam Parker at any time, do not
miss it.
By the time you get to read this, we
will have had or will be about to have
our Regional AGM, so I cannot actually
report on that yet. What I can say is
that Chris Hodgkins, who has been our
Regional Chairman for the last two years,
has decided to stand down.
As many of you will know, Chris runs a
very successful and demanding business

with his wife Caroline, and feels he will
not be able to give enough of his time,
particularly as son Rob will be away at
times on his Nuffield Scholarship. We
are very grateful to Chris for his time and
efforts over the last two years.
One aspect that has been driven by
him has been what has now evolved into
the Sheep Worrying by Dogs Campaign,
promoted with the help of Farmers
Guardian. Chris has regrettably had
first-hand experience of this, along with
far too many sheep farmers within and
outside of our region – and the campaign
has still got plenty to do.
A full report of the AGM will be in the
next issue, so in the meantime I leave you
with the regional committee’s season’s
greetings for Christmas and the New
Year – and wish you all a better and drier
year ahead!

STOP PRESS

NSA Eastern Region has joined
forces with Eblex for a Ewe Nutrition
Workshop on 19th November at
Sparshot College, Hampshire, 10am3.30pm. Please contact Bob if you
would like to attend – 07860 689391
or blanden@btinternet.com.
Bob Blandon, Secretary

Eastern

T

he Eastern Region held its AGM and
Sheep Night on Wednesday 10th
October. Our office holders remain the
same with Andrew Foulds as Regional
Chairman and the region’s representative
to the Board and English Committee.

Warning
New Health and Safety fees

F

rom the 1st October 2012, the Health and Safety
Executive (HSE) has been operating a ‘fee for intervention’
cost recovery scheme, which the NSA recommends all
farmers are aware of.
HSE can now pass its costs to all businesses, be they big
building firms or small family farms. You will not be charged
for all contact with the HSE, but only when they consider
that there is a ‘material breach’, i.e. a health and safety law is
broken, HSE issues a notice in writing and charges for the time
taken to put the problem right.
This is usually following a complaint or an accident, as these
are the most common reasons for a HSE inspection, which can
then find a material breach. The charge is a colossal £124 per
hour – and while there is a dispute process in place – it really
does underline the importance of operating best practice at all
times and avoiding breaking any health and safety laws.
With this in mind, NSA members may wish to attend a Farm
Safety and Awareness Day, which are provided by HSE and
are free of charge to farmers. Forthcoming dates are:-
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dan Phipps continues as Vice Chairman
and representative on the English
Committee and UK Policy and Technical
Committee. John Maxwell is also on the
English Committee and Chairman of the
Region’s Ram Sales.
Jonathan Barber continues as Regional
Manager, which includes finance and
organisation of the 2013 Ram Sales and
our Winter Fair (which will next be held
in 2014). The meeting was pleased to
welcome Gemma Maxwell, Mike Fox
and Neville Fox to the committee. Justin
Cooke, Philip Mapson and Michael
Richardson all stepped down and our
thanks go to them for their help to NSA
and the region over many years. Duncan
Burton was elected Vice Chairman of the
Ram Sale committee, which meets with
the main regional committee.
Preparations are underway for a Young
Shepherds Day in the spring at Richard
Evans’s farm. If you are interested,
please let me know on 07712 659262 or
jonathan@ceressolutions.co.uk.
The regional ram sales with be held at
Rugby on the 19th August and Melton
Mowbray 20th September in 2013.
Following our AGM we were delighted
to welcome Chris Lloyd and Phil Stocker,
who both gave excellent presentations.
Chris informed us on the industry from
an EBLEX perspective with some good
news on the approach to climate change,
and Phil updated us on all the NSA’s
challenges and solutions!
Jonathan Barber, Secretary
q

6th November: Spalding, Lincolnshire
8th November: Ludlow, Shropshire
14th November: Darlington, County Durham
16th November: Otley, West Yorkshire
20th November: Stranraer, Wigtownshire
22nd November: Kelso, Scottish Borders
29th November: Nantci, Carmarthenshire
6th December: Caernarfon, Gwynedd
11th December: Louth, Lincolnshire
14th December: Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria
5th February: Prickwillow, Cambridge
7th February: Kings Lynn, Norfolk
13th February: Moulton, Northamptonshire
15th February: Witney, Oxfordshire
21st February: Ponteland, Northumberland
26th February: Worcester, Worcestershire
1st March: Stirling, Stirlingshire
13th March: Huddersfield, West Yorkshire

Full details of the events at www.hse.gov.uk/agriculture/diary.
htm?ebul=ag&cr=05/sept-12, and more information on Fee
For Intervention at www.hse.gov.uk/fee-for-intervention/whatis-ffi.htm.					
q
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Ram Sale Round-up
A look at the NSA sales around the country

T

he sales kicked off with the NSA
Wales and Border Early Ram Sale
on 6th August where it became
clear that trade would be slower
this autumn but people would continue
to pay for quality – suggesting the sheep
sector is in good heart, despite seasonal
difficulties.
There was a fair trade a Builth Wells,
with the sale grossing £203,802 once
419 rams were sold. Hampshire Downs,
Dorsets, and Charmoise were among the
breeds whose average prices were up on
last year.
And despite the Charollais shearling
and ram lamb averages being down, this
breed still saw the top price of the sale
– 1,280gns for the three-shear Charollais
that won the Royal Cornwall Show breed
championship this summer for the Quick
family of Loosebeare Manor, Crediton,
Devon.

Wales & Border Early Sale

• Charollais: 1,200gns top; shearlings
av. £573.24 (around £60 down on
2011); ram lambs av. £374.63 (£94
down).
• Texel: 1,000gns top; aged rams av.
£441 (£144 down); shearling rams
£478.80 (£102 down); shearling ewes
av. £303.33 (£169 down).
• Suffolk MV: 1,200gns top; MV WS &
S av. £707 (£61 up); Suffolk MV rams
£540 (£70 down).
• Suffolk non- MV: 820gns top; av.
£525 (£267 down).
The Charollais breed achieved the highest
clearance (81%) at the NSA South West
Sale on Wednesday 15th August at
Exeter Market, while a Beltex shearling
saw the top price of £1,050. This was
sold by Louise Moorhouse, Exeter, to R.
Bond of Blackawton, Totnes.
The Texels saw a 59 per cent clearance
and a top price of £987, for a shearling
sold by R. and R. Jordan of Chagford and
purchased by J. Eustice, Weybridge.

•
•

•

•
•

•
•

•

•
•

•

£787.50 (£510.18).
Bluefaced Leicester: Shearling rams
to £315 (£315).
Border Leicester: Shearling rams to
£367.50, twice (£315); ewes to £231
(£208.51).
Charollais: Aged rams to £577.50
(£577.50); shearling rams to £682.50
(£467.96); ram lambs to £546
(£360.98); aged ewes to £609 (£336);
shearling ewes to £525 (£299.95);
ewe lambs to £609 (av £472.50).
Dorset Horn: Rams to £115.50
(£115.50).
Hampshire Down: Ram lambs to
£336 (£336); shearling rams to
£430.50 (av £358.10).
Lleyn: Shearing rams to £630
(£311.77).
Polled Dorset: Shearling rams to
£525 (£357); ram lambs to £378
(£357).
Romney: Aged rams to £157.50
(£157.50); shearlings to £262.50
(£237.83).
Roussin: Shearling rams to £315
(£315).
Suffolk: Shearling rams to £567
(£486.21); ram lambs to £514
(£411.42).
Texel: Aged rams to £472.50 (£357);
shearling rams to £987 (£465.26);
ram lambs to £315 (£294); aged
ewes to £241.50 (£187.53); shearling
ewes to £420 (£271.50).

Eastern

Trade was strong for quality rams at
the NSA Melton Mowbray Sale (Eastern
Region), which was held on Friday 21st
September, and achieved an increased
clearance rate of just under 80 per cent.
Top price was 900gns for a very
muscular Texel shearling ram from

R. and M. Lawrence, Upper Farm,
Far Coton, Market Bosworth, sold to
Streethill Farms, Lowesby, Leicester.
The Lawrence’s pen of eight finished the
day with an average of £585.37. Overall
the 62 Texels on sale, a mix of shearlings
and ram lambs, averaged £404.17.
Topping the Suffolk section was local
breeder David Inman – one of his four
shearlings sold for 800gns to M. and
I. Pick, Park Farm, Thorpe Satchville.
Overall the 51 Suffolk rams at the sale
averaged £486.29.
Percy Gilman and Jamie Wild, who
judging the pre-sale classes, selected
their champion as a pen of Charollais
shearling rams from Alan Thomas,
Kimcote, Leicestershire. Taking three
of this pen at 780gns was W.T. Carr
and Sons, Wymeswold, Loughborough.
In total, 59 Charollais males sold to an
average of £418.58.

Wales & Borders

Europe’s biggest ram sale at the Royal
Welsh Showground on Monday 24th
September grossed almost £2.2 million,
just a few hundred pounds down on
the previous year, with a top price of
6,800gns paid for a Bluefaced Leicester
shearling ram, the second year running
that the breed has claimed the highest
figure.
The Bluefaced Leicester, bred by the
Harding family of Shrewbridge House,
Shrewbridge Court, Nantwich, was
shown by Sophie Harding, who is an
equine vet and runs a reduced flock of
30 ewes with her father, Ray, and sold to
Philiplaugh Estates, Philiplaugh, Selkirk,
and Alan McClynont, of Selkirk. The ram
is out of Middle Jukesfield, a ram they

South West top prices

(Averages in brackets)
• Beltex: Shearling rams to £1,050
(£463.05); ram lambs to £525 (£390);
aged ewes to £525; shearling ewes
to £441 (£357); ewe lambs to £315
(£288.75).
• Berrichon du Cher: Aged rams to
£451.50 (£435.75); shearling rams to
8

The top priced Welsh Mountain (5,000gns)
at the Wales and Border Main Sale was
R. and M. Lawrence’s muscular Texel bred by the Jones family and sold to Bill
topped the Eastern sale at 900gns
Evans.
SHEEP FARMER

Young Star
Promotes
Pedigree
Sheep Sales on
National Radio
W

hen a reporter for BBC Radio 4’s
Farming Today programme asked
if she could attend the NSA Wales and
Border Main Ram Sale, she discovered
a young star in the making.
Megan Watkins (13) gave an excellent
interview on the radio, explaining that
the Blue Texel she was showing – Sumo
– had only come out from his ewes the
morning before and was ‘very grumpy.’
And when asked how long it took
to prepare an animal for the sale, she
gave a very thorough answer to the
programme’s
predominantly
nonfarming listeners.
“It’s roughly four hours per sheep to
trim them and we also have to clean
them and wash them,” she said. “But
before it actually comes to getting them

Megan Watkins (13) with Sumo, who was named champion Blue Texel on the day.
ready for the sale you’ve had absolutely
years of breeding behind them and
you’ve always thought about your end
product before you even buy anything
– you’ve always thought ‘well, what will

The Harding family’s Bluefaced Leicester shearling topped the Wales & Border Main
Sale at 6,800gns.
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2012

that do to my flock.’
Megan lives in Herefordshire with
parents Russell and Jill Watkins, and
sisters Rebecca and Charlotte.
q
paid 7,000gns for at Carlisle. The mother
was a full sister to a gimmer that sold for
5,500gns at Carlisle five years ago.
Sophie said it had been an ‘interesting’
trade, with big, strong, correct, sheep
making a decent price but buyers being
more discerning than other years.
Other front runners were two Welsh
Mountain shearlings sold for 5,000gns
and 4,500gns, both bred by Alun, Marie,
and Sarah Jones of Llanafan, Builth Wells,
and sold to Bill Evans of Nantmel and
Robert Jones of Erwood respectively.
The highest priced Texel was
Canllefaes Spectacular, bred by Euros
Davies of Penparc, Cardigan. He sold to
a breeder from Jukesfield, Hexham, for
3,900gns. At 3,800gns, the top prices
Charollais was sold by Huw Roberts of
Bachrhewl, Ruthin, to Redhill Charollais,
Rutland. And the top priced cross-breed
was a Millennium Bleu from Richard
Pilkington, sold for 2,050gns.
While there was talk of the commercial
trade struggling above 400gns, but the
Charollais breed reported an average
of £622 in their shearling ring, with a
clearance of 86% and ‘constant bids’
of between 400gns and 900gns from
commercial buyers.
q
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NSA Central Region Winter Fair
Providing opportunities & encouragement for the shepherds of the future

T

he varied, beautiful and often
dramatic landscape across the
NSA Central Region is home to
a significant proportion of the
national flock; nearly 10 per cent of the
UK’s total ewe flock is farmed within the
region. Sheep production within this area
is therefore critical, and the importance
of the sheep farmer’s place within the
region cannot be overestimated
The NSA Central Region Committee
embraces the diversity of the producers
in the region and their variety of sheep
farming systems – and a perfect example
of the work they do on behalf of their
members is the staging of the NSA
Central Region Winter Fair, on Thursday
24th January at Bakewell Auction Mart,
by kind permission of Derbyshire Dales
District Council.
This will be the second time that the
region has organised the event and it
will be building on the success of the
inaugural event held in 2011, which was
an excellent day for all involved. The
2013 event promises to be even bigger
and better, showcasing the very latest
technical and business information
for sheep producers in the region and
beyond.

Embracing the future

Embracing the future of the sheep
sector will be a key feature of the event;
encouraging the shepherds of the future
to hone their skills competing against
each other not only in the NSA Young
Shepherds Competition, but also working
with DART Ltd to organise the NSA
Schools Young Shepherd Competition.
DART are the leading work-based
training provider for the land-based sector
in the Midlands. The company currently
work with over 50 agricultural apprentices
working on farms in the region and an area
of continuing growth for the company is
work with year 10 and year 11 school
students. They spend one day a week
on farm placement, working alongside
their workplace supervisor, gaining skills,
knowledge and experience.
Each term DART also offer students
‘off the job’ training days to support
and build on the learning that takes
place on farm. The students are well
motivated and keen to develop practical
skills in a working environment. They
achieve a Level 1 Work-based Diploma
in Agriculture at the end of year 11 and
continue training with DART or move on
10

to an agricultural college.
The school students frequently excel
with DART training in comparison to
their performance within the school
curriculum. The opportunities offered
by the NSA Schools Young Shepherd
Competition will give the students
confidence and belief in their abilities,
while the Winter Fair allows them to
engage with the industry at a level they
had not previously experienced.
Seeing the College students compete
in their competition will also provide
encouragement and motivation for the
youngsters to progress their careers in
the sheep industry.

Schools Wool Challenge

The Winter Fair will also host a Schools
Wool Challenge, a competition open to
all year seven and year eight students.
The regional committee are anxious to
encourage young people to become
interested in sheep, and in wool as a
natural and sustainable fibre which
has many applications, from a variety
of fabrics for clothing, floor covering,
soft furnishings, and more recently as
insulation.
The aim is for the participants to
produce an exhibit using wool, in any
form, be it spun wool, ‘raw’ washed
wool, felt, wool fabric (new or re-cycled)
or combination of forms.
Once again, the British Wool Marketing
Board have kindly agreed to sponsor this
competition, and in addition to judge
the exhibits on the day and provide a
cash prize for the school involved in the
winning entry. They have also obtained
agreement from a number of their

suppliers to make available to those
schools taking part some materials
which may be used by entrants.

Seminars

Alongside the varied activities for young
shepherds, there will be a full seminar
schedule covering a variety of subjects
including farming with the National Park,
current regulatory issues, marketing
issues and current flock health and
welfare issues.
A wide variety of trade companies and
breed societies will have stands and will
be available to discuss all aspects of your
business with you. Please keep an eye
on the event in the Central Region area of
the NSA website, as further details will be
posted there as they become available.
And look out for the Event Guide, which
will be available with the Jan/Feb issue
of your Sheep Farmer magazine.

Contacts

• For the Central Region Winter Fair:
Co-organisers Helen Davies (helen@
nationalsheep.org.uk; 07976 803066)
and Dyana Webb (dy_webb@hotmail.
com; 07971 409259).
• For the NSA Schools Young Shepherd
Competition: Sarah Helliwell (mail@
helliwell.info) or Ann Litchfield (alrural@
hotmail.co.uk).
• For the NSA Young Shepherds
Competition (winners will have the
opportunity to compete in the National
finals at Malvern in 2014): Helen
Davies.
• For the Schools Wool Competition:
Sarah Helliwell.		
q
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Schmallenberg Virus Update
Many areas of the UK now seeing disease

I

t is fast approaching the time
when we’ll start to see the effect
of our second season with the
Schmallenberg virus (SBV). Given the
diversity of sheep systems we have in
the UK, some flocks will be in their last
quarter of pregnancy while some will
still be being tupped – so for some any
period of problematic infection will be
behind them, but others may be right in
the middle of it.
Since our last update in Sheep Farmer
there have been a lot of developments
and, while there may still be little that
individuals can do, being informed has
to be the next best thing.
October saw confirmation from AHVLA
that there was evidence of infection far
wider across the UK than had previously
been thought. Since the early outbreaks
of SBV there have been a range of
surveillance initiatives being carried out
and in early summer, a time when farmer
observation of SBV in sheep would
naturally be low, AHVLA and SAC raised
awareness of acute clinical SBV in adult
cattle amongst farmers and vets. Defra,
also on behalf of Welsh Government,
agreed to fund testing for SBV of samples
where this might lead to knowledge of
the spread of the virus.

Surveillance results

From positive results from lambs in
May it was known that SBV must have
surviving over the winter. In addition the
work of the Pirbright Institute on cattle
infection resulted in knowledge that the
virus was circulating here in the UK.
AHVLA have also been for SBV in blood
samples collected from sheep and goats
as part of the brucella survey in the edge
of and non-affected counties.
Positive results have now been found
in adult cattle where disease had already
been found:• Berkshire
• Cornwall
• Devon
• Dorset
• Leicestershire
• Oxfordshire
• Rutland
• Somerset
• Warwickshire
In addition SBV has been found in
some new counties:• Carmarthenshire
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2012

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cheshire
North Yorkshire
Northumbria
Powys
Shropshire
Staffordshire
West Yorkshire
Worcestershire

No clinincal signs of disease have been
found in Scotland with animals currently
testing positive havinf recently moved
from the South.
It is likely that if cattle have been found
as positive then sheep are likely to be
positive too. There were no recorded
movements of sheep in the previous 12
months from counties that were known
to be infected in 2011 onto the farms
where these positive test results have
now been found.

Vaccination news

MSD Animal Health has made significant
progress in manufacturing a SBV vaccine
and have stocks of vaccine already
bottled whilst a provisional license is
sought from the Veterinary Medicines
Directorate (VMD).
This approval process could be
complete in 60 days if the information
provided is satisfactory to VMD, so in
theory we could have a vaccine available
by mid to late November, giving some
cover for later tupping flocks.
While such as vaccine would normally
require two doses, four weeks apart,
MSD has conducted successful trials on
single dose treatment and even on ewes
early in-lamb.

SBV guidance

As before, NSA would encourage
farmers to speak to their vets if there
are any suspicions of SBV, asking vets
to communicate with AHVLA regarding
submitting samples. Farmers should also
consult with their private vets regarding
any measures they can take to manage
the impact of SBV in their livestock
with regards to their specific farming
practices.
It may be that SBV testing done within
individual herds and flocks is valuable
to those keepers in understanding the
disease situation on their farm, and it
would be useful to determine whether
vaccination is required or not.
Of course animals that have been

The coming lambing season will reveal
the true impact of SBV in the UK
infected whilst not pregnant will be
immune and no longer susceptible to
the impact of SBV in their offspring and
indications are that there is likelihood of
good flock immunity if SBV has previously
been seen on farm in individual cases.
So, guidelines for farmers include:
• Speak to your vet to discuss managing
SBV risk.
• Speak to your vet if you have suspicious
cases of deformed lambs or aborted
foetuses.
• Consider whether a SBV vaccine,
when available, would be useful or
necessary for your flock.
• Consider blood sampling your flock
to understand the SBV status of your
flock and help decision-making over
vaccination
• Consider moving tupping dates
to avoid periods of midge activity
(although knowing what the weather
will do is difficult)
• If you think your flock is unaffected
and has no immunity, in advance
of a vaccine being available you
may consider whether there are any
treatments to keep midges away
during critical times (to cover the
first 30 days of pregnancy). This may
include dips or other products reputed
to keep insects away from sheep;
they may not be completely effective
but they may reduce the risk and may
be worthwhile. Remember this is not
about killing midges once they have
bitten, it is about avoiding midges
biting in the first place.
Phil Stocker, NSA Chief Executive q
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As Sheep Farmer was going to press
SBV had been found in County Down,
Northern Ireland
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New Farming Minister
David Heath gets an education in sheep from the NSA

H

aving been quick off the mark
asking for a meeting with the
new Farming Minister, the NSA
was delighted when David
Heath in fact asked us to facilitate part
of his trip to North West England in early
October.
As a Liberal Democrat he was not
required to attend the Conservative
Party Conference and instead spent the
week finding out more about sectors of
agriculture he did not know – he went
to East Anglia to learn about arable and
the North West on a mission to know
more about upland farming and sheep in
particular.
“I know Somerset and I know dairy
farming but I have very little experience
in this area,” Mr Heath told a roundtable
discussion about the uplands. “You tell
me and I’ll listen.”

Upland Farming

This uplands roundtable was the first
event of the day-and-a-half that Mr
Heath spend with the NSA. It was hosted
by the Westmorland County Agricultural
Society, with NSA Chairman John
Geldard introducing local farmers and
a range of organisations, such as NFU,
Cumbria Farm Network and Natural
England.
With a diverse range of people around
the table, a huge number of topics were
touched on, giving the Minister a taste of
what farmers were particularly concerned

David Heath chatted to farmers at Kendal Mart, answering questions on the power of
the EU to dictate policy in the UK.
about.
• Tolerance when reading EID tags.
• Simple
reporting
of
livestock
movements.
• Futility of farmers using EID tags with
no central electronic database to back
it up.
• Lack of consistency of approach
between England, Wales, Scotland
and NI, in several policy areas.
• Desperate need for support of younger
farmers and new entrants.
• Need to acknowledge role of farmers

in upland areas, rather than ‘just sheep
and peat’, and an end to regulation that
creates ‘dangerous’ levels of understocking.
• Realisation that lowland farms rely on
uplands so cannot have one without
the other.
• Acknowledgement that permanent
pasture on livestock farms is an
essential carbon sink.
• Need for good use of RDPE funding
under the new CAP rules, and ability for
current work (such as training networks
and agri-environment schemes) to
survive and continue in the future.
Mr Heath seized on the ‘red tape’
issues, saying he was behind the
Macdonald Report and wanted to
see ‘swift progress’ on some of its
recommendations for cutting paperwork,
but said there needed to be recognition
that not all regulation was bad and that
some things, such as EID, could not be
made to disappear.
“There are things we cannot change
but with the things that are within our
control, we need to take a long, hard
look to ask if it’s working as it should,”
he said.

CAP reform
NSA Chairman John Geldard introduced David Heath to a large group of people
involved in upland farming.
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NSA Chief Executive Phil Stocker spoke
about the importance of CAP post-2013
being ‘holistic’, so the environment
was not prioritised at the expense of
food production. With a growing global
SHEEP FARMER

in recent years and that needs to be
maintained, not forced to cope with
a hopelessly bureaucratic system of
calculating farmers’ payments,” Mr
Heath said.

Auction markets

Listening to farmers’ concerns: NSA Chairman John Geldard; Farming Minister David
Heath; Tim Farron, MP for Westmorland and Lonsdale; NSA Chief Executive Phil
Stocker; and Chris Dodds of the Livestock Auctioneers Association.
population and increasing demand on
resources, he said producing food from
the uplands was increasing important
and, as it had done for hundreds of
years, relied on grazing livestock.
Referring to the NSA’s Complementary
role of sheep in Less Favoured Areas
report, Mr Stocker said grazing livestock
could deliver a huge amount of public
goods (such as managing the landscape
and mitigating climate change) while also
being a source of healthy meat and milk.
But financial incentives were needed
to maintain upland farms and livestock
numbers, and given the pressure on Pillar
One funding (Single Farm Payments),
alternatives must be found under Pillar
Two.
Mr Stocker did not want a return to
headage payments, but said incentives

for efficiency and health and welfare were
a good use of Pillar Two funds and would
do much to help farmers, particularly in
the uplands.
Mr Heath acknowledged this: “It is
possible to put together CAP in way that
works for public good and agriculture – I
am optimistic about that – but there is a
lot of work to do first.”
With his colleague Owen Paterson,
Secretary of State for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs, leading CAP
negotiations for England, Mr Heath said
the priority had to be defending against
regressive policies and an over-complex
regime,
rather
than
bringing anything brand
new to the table.
“I believe RPA has
made huge progress

Following the roundtable discussion at
Westmorland Showground, the NSA
and Mr Heath visited the site of the new
Kendal Mart, as well as the current market
in Kendal town centre. Mr Heath agreed
to an impromptu discussion with local
farmers at market that day, introducing
himself by once again saying he was still
in the learning stage of his new job.
“There are a lot of different types of
agriculture around the country that I
don’t know very well, so I thought it was
important to take the time to speak to
people,” he said. “I’m very optimistic
about agriculture generally and think
there are good things happening.”
CAP reform was once again on people’s
minds, and Mr Heath again played down
expectations of how the rules would
be applied in the UK, asking farmers to
bear in mind that the first challenge was
getting 27 very different Member States
to agree on the policy.
“I wish I had a crystal ball,” he said.
“But where we’re going to be in the next
two months, I just don’t know.”
The rest of the first day was spent
looking at regional food initiatives,
before meeting again the next morning
at an upland farm in Lancashire running
1,400 Swaledale breeding ewes and 200
Holstein milking cows.

On foot or ATV, Mr Heath’s time in
Cumbria and Lancashire gave him a
better understanding of agriculture
outside of South West England.
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2012
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Mr Geldard shows Mr Heath the impact of this summer’s weather on forage.

Food production

John and Elaine Drinkall hosted the visit,
on their farm at Over Wyresale, chatting
to Mr Heath around the kitchen table
with their three sons (aged 22-32) and
neighbours who joined them.
Mr Heath expressed his surprise that
the family had a dairy enterprise in such
an area, but acknowledged that diversity
of agricultural enterprises across the
country was good for the landscape and
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local food chains.
Mrs Drinkall said geography did not
dictate the success of a business, but
the enthusiasm of the next generation.
“The boys want to milk cows and they’re
good at it,” she said. “Where else can
they go to milk their own cows?”
Mr Heath agreed: “The family farm
is an important building block for UK
agriculture – it has been the backbone

for a very long time, and long may it
continue.”
Talk turned to food production, with
all the farmers in room expressing a
strong desire to be recognised as food
producers (after years of simply being
seen as custodians of the countryside)
and also the need for CAP funds, be it
Pillar One Single Farm Payment or Pillar
Two RDPE money, to go to businesses
that were producing food and caring
for the environment, rather than more
periphery enterprises.
“I think you’re right but the problem
is we don’t start from a blank sheet. We
start from where the EU is, and that’s very
different,” Mr Heath said, suggesting that
the UK was not in the strongest position
to negotiation the best deal.
“The UK has not been great over the
years at taking Europe with us and that
is an issue,” he said, saying the ‘empty
chair tactic’ of not attending negotiations
was ‘a disaster’ and a lot of alliances and
relationships had to be re-built – but Mr
Heath reiterated, as he had done several
times over the two days, his commitment
to British agriculture and to do the best
in his new role.
The NSA shall watch his progress with
interest, and now has the advantage of
being well known to Mr Heath and seen
as a key stakeholder for him to meet with
on a regular basis.
Joanne Pugh, NSA Senior
Communications Officer q
Sheep and dairy farmer John Drinkall
welcomes Mr Heath to meet his wife,
sons and neighbours in Lancashire.
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Getting the Best from the Ring
Three auctioneers’ tips for selling lambs in a difficult year

B

ringing lambs to market in
the best possible condition is
a key part of getting the best
price for your stock – but the
wet summer’s impact on grass quality
means a lot of farmers are finding stock
has finished late or underweight.
Livestock auctioneers throughout the
country pride themselves on being able
to find a buyer for any category of sheep,
and delivering the true market value for all
animals on sale. But, they say, producers
can help this process by making sure
their animals are put into the correct
categories and are well-presented.

Hereford

Richard Hyde, auctioneer at Hereford
Market, says presentation is the key to
achieving the highest prices at market.
“It’s important that farmers don’t try to
put a small animal in with large animals
and vice versa, in order to try level out
their lots,” he says.
“You have to put like in with like, for
breeds, weights and finish. You mustn’t
try to average them out. You won’t get
the best price for the premium animals,
and this will have the effect of bringing
the average price down on the whole.”

Bentham

Stephen Dennis, of Bentham Auction
Mart, emphasised the need to sort
animals into level lots: “This is particularly
relevant this autumn because of the wet
summer we have had. In some cases
we are seeing a pen of lambs spoiled by
putting lean lambs in.”
Mr Dennis says tagging is another
issue that can have an effect on the
desirability of a lot of lambs.
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“Certainly electronic tagging is
preferred for lambs going back out
onto farms,” he says. “Even in the fat
market we are seeing lambs going back
for further finishing. Farmers prefer the
electronic tags in these circumstances.”
Mr Hyde agrees: “A store lamb should
have an electronic tag, making it easier
for the store buyer to sell it on next time
around. It’s a big negative not to do that.
They all want to electronically tag these
days.”
Another issue arising from the wet
weather is hygiene. “Many of the abattoirs
are looking for lambs to be belly-clipped.
They don’t want to take on dirty lambs,”
said Mr Dennis.

Oswestry

John Brereton, auctioneer at Oswestry
Livestock Market, adds that health
and hygiene issues must be taken into
account. “The cleanliness of lambs is
relevant and it is important that lambs that
are lame or with foot rot are separated
out,” he says.
“Another issue at this time of year is
the festival of Eid that marks the Muslim
New Year. It is important to separate
entire ram lambs and ewe lambs,” he
said.
One of the things that farmers should
remember, he said, was that auctioneers
were always on hand to give advice.
“All farmers and vendors with
any issues should consult with their
auctioneers who are always keen to
talk, either on the day of sale, or prior
to the day of sale,” says Mr Brereton. “It
is always good to make contact to see
what they are looking for on the day, and
auctioneers can advise depending on

the demand.
“Farmers spend a lot of time, money
and effort getting their sheep ready for
sale, so it is worth them going that extra
yard to consult with their auctioneer so
that their animals are presented in the
best way possible.”
Stephen Dennis adds: “We are
always willing to give advice, but we do
understand that farmers are experts at
what they do, and on the whole there is
a very positive understanding as to how
the markets can benefit their sales.”

Auctioneers Association

Chris Dodds, Executive Secretary of
the Livestock Auctioneers Association,
said that despite growing conditions
not having been ideal over the summer,
farmers should remember that livestock
markets throughout the country will be
able to find buyers for all weights and
categories of sheep.
“Markets throughout the country have
buyers who attend, on a regular basis,
for all breeds, condition and weight of
sheep, so vendors can be assured that
they will continue to get the true market
value for all their stock,” says Mr Dodds.
“Although
market
buyers
can
accommodate all categories, vendors
are advised to make every effort to
ensure that the right animals are sold in
the right category. Prime lambs should
be sold in the prime ring and store lambs
in the store ring. Having out-of-spec, or
under-finished animals in the prime ring
is not particularly good for the industry
and at times it can make it difficult to
achieve optimum values.” 		
q
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Transporting Animals
Know how to keep yourself out of trouble when moving sheep

T

ransporting sheep has been
in the news recently for all the
wrong reasons, highlighting the
importance of reacquainting
ourselves with various pieces of
legislation regarding transporting animals
as a part of our ‘commercial business’.
Most of us will use a vehicle similar
to a Land Rover or a pickup towing a
purpose-built livestock trailer, as built by
Ifor Williams, Hudson, Graham Edwards
or whoever.
It never fails to amaze me the number
of farmers who turn up at their local
auction mart with a pickup and trailer
combination that is overloaded.
If you are caught by the Vehicle and
Operator Services Agency (VOSA) you
are likely to face a day in court and a
hefty fine. If VOSA do a roadside vehicle
check on your vehicle and something is
amiss then again you may be prosecuted
– even if your trailer is empty, you may
be forced to park it up at the checkpoint
and leave it there until it is put right.
Only last week VOSA had a mobile
checkpoint set up in a lay-by on the A7

and, when I passed, there were three
livestock trailers sitting with no vehicle
attached, while there owners went off to
find the necessary parts to make them
roadworthy again. On motorways they
are more likely to target foreign lorries.

Overloading

To help you stay within the law and
transport your animals without risk of
prosecution, you must know what you
can legally tow (as it might not be as
much as 3.5 tonnes).
Somewhere on your vehicle will be a
plate, telling you all the information you
need to know. If you look at the picture,
this particular vehicle has a maximum
gross loaded weight of 2,190kg, and a
maximum gross weight of the vehicle
plus a loaded trailer of 4,190kg. If you
subtract 2,190kg from 4,190kg you
will note that the maximum weight this
vehicle is allowed to tow is 2,000kg – or
two tonnes. The next two weights on the
plate (1,150kg and 1,150kg in the picture)
indicate that the front axle and rear axle
have a maximum loading of 1,150kgs.

If anyone of the four weights displayed
on the plate is exceeded then you are
breaking the law.
It may be worth noting that some
pickups have a towing capacity of say
2.7 tonnes – but a well-known brand 14ft
empty trailer weighs 1,355kgs, so on two
decks you may have room for 70 lambs
weighing 35kg, but in actual fact you are
overloaded at only 39 lambs.

Other issues

You should ensure that your trailer sits
level when attached to your vehicle, or the
drawbar may become overloaded. Make
sure you know how much downward
pressure your trailer can legally exert
onto the drawbar of your vehicle. For
example, the Land Rover Discovery has
the highest weight-bearing drawbar on
the market at 150kg, but this will vary for
different makes and models – if in doubt,
check with your local dealer.
To also keep yourself out of trouble,
make sure the brakes are working and
the emergency brake cable that pulls
the brakes on if your trailer should break
free while you are moving, is in good
condition.
Make sure the lights and indicators are
working and check to see you have the
correct number plate on the back of the
trailer – it might save you an £80 fine.
Left: Vehicles capable of towing all carry
a plate carrying information on towing
weights.

Below: It does not matter if you are
moving sheep in a four-deck lorry or
a small stock-box – strict rules govern
the driver and the vehicle.
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Government cutbacks mean VOSA
has to raise the revenue to keep them
going. A wrong number plate is easy
pickings for them and an excuse, if one
were needed, to give your vehicle and
trailer a more thorough inspection.
Trailers with small tyres and multiple
axles are prone to tyre damage, so while
new tyres are a massive cost, regular
checks are essential. Ask yourself, has
the tyre gone out of shape? Are they up
to pressure? A soft tyre can very quickly
lead to a damaged tyre wall, or worse
still for the tyre to burst while you are
travelling.
And remember, if you have passed
your driving test since 1st January 1997
you must pass an additional test before
you can tow a trailer. These rules are
being revised for anyone passing their
driving test after 19th January next year
(2013).

Moving sheep

Since 5th January 2007 the movement
of any animal more than 50km as part
of your commercial business has been
subject to EU legislation, meaning
various pieces of paper are needed to do
the job. The only exceptions to the rules
are the movement of a single animal (for
example, one tup being brought home
from a sale) or animals travelling to or
from the vets.
You or your business need to be
authorised to transport animals and
you are required to put the number of
your authorisation on any transport
documents that accompany your animals
on a journey – an AML1 in England and
Wales or SAMU Document in Scotland.
There are two types of authorisation:• Type 1 Authorisation covers you
for journeys over 65km under eight
hours.
• Type 2 Authorisation is for journeys
over eight hours, and must be
accompanied by a Vehicle Approval
Certificate for your vehicle or trailer.
It should be noted that ‘journey time’
is not driving time – the journey starts
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NSA member Hamish Waugh has a lot of
experience in the transport sector
when the first animal sets foot on the
door of your vehicle and ends when the
last steps off the vehicle. With a fourdeck articulated trailer similar to the
ones I drive it is easy to lose over three
hours driving time just by loading and
unloading over 500 lambs or 400 ewes.
The Transport Authorisation and the
Vehicle Approval Certificate last for five
years and need to be reapplied for. As
this legislation came into force just over
five years ago it may be worth checking
to see the paperwork you hold is still
valid.
As well as the paperwork, the
sheep you are transporting need to be
accompanied by someone who has a
certificate to say he is competent to look
after animals while they are in transit.
Usually this will be the driver, but can be
a passenger travelling in the vehicle.

Certificate of Competence

The Certificate of Competence (CPC) is
split into two categories – again, under
eight hours and over eight hours. The
under eight hour CPC involves an easy,
multiple-choice test done on a computer.

Do not worry if you don’t know how
to work a computer, as there will be
someone on hand to help you out; the
examiner will even tick the box for you if
you tell him your answer.
For journeys over eight hours you have
the same computer test plus a practical
test that will involve loading the category
of animal you are applying for, driving it a
short distance and then unloading them
again.
If you are applying for a certificate
for just sheep, cattle or goats then the
examiner will only ask you to work with
one species.
You should carry all this paperwork
with you when you are accompanying
livestock on a journey. In fact, a colleague
of mine was asked for his at an auction
mart just the other day, so the authorities
are now starting to check we are doing
the job right.

Animal checks

Before loading any animal onto a vehicle
you need to ensure it is fit for the journey,
and an obvious one is not to transport
animals that are lame. I have on occasion,
as a part-time, long distance driver, come
under pressure to load an animal that is
showing signs of lameness.
Do not do it – the animal will not get
better during the journey and if you are
caught at the other end, you are the one
that will face prosecution, not the guy
that told you to load it. That could result
in a fine of up to £5,000, six months
imprisonment and/or removal of all the
paperwork you have spent a lot of time
qualifying for.
You should not transport animals that
are heavily pregnant. For sheep that
means 15 days prior to lambing and one
week after lambing. Lambs less than
one week of age should also not be
transported.
NSA member Hamish Waugh has
many years of experience transporting
animals and thoroughly understands
all the legislation associated with it. He
has generously agreed to answer any
questions readers of this article have, if
they email hamish@effgill.com
q
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Winter Threats
An A to Z guide to the threats facing lambs and breeding sheep

F

rom coccidiosis to urolithiasis,
there are plenty of things to look
out for during the winter months,
says vet Ian Gill of the Thrums
Veterinary Group.

fences or behind gates.
To reduce the risk of listeriosis, spoiled
silage should be avoided and the use
of additives to produce a more acid pH
used in future years. Yearlings are more
prone to this disease, so they should be
fed hay or the better quality silage.

Coccidiosis

This can arise in away-wintered ewe
lambs that have come off hill grazing,
as they have no immunity to coccidia
and can become heavily infected when
fed intensively on low ground farms.
Dung samples are useful to differentiate
this from Nematodirosis which can also
occur in this class of sheep at this time of
year and requires a different treatment.

Condition Score

It is important to maintain body condition
score for the month following mating in
order to maximise embryo survival.

Footrot

The footrot bacteria – Dichelobacter
nodosus – thrives in the warm moist
environment of indoor lambing pens, so
it is important that all sheep are sound
when they are housed. Footbathing in
10 per cent zinc sulphate and separation
and treatment of any affected sheep prehousing helps avoid a build up of the
bacteria in the sheep house. This will also
reduce navel ill problems at lambing.
If you have a problem with footrot in
your flock discuss with your vet whether
antibiotic or vaccination is the most
effective solution.

Moredun

This November there are 10 Moredun
roadshows around the country. Full
details at www.moredun.org.uk/events.

Pasteurellosis

Vet Ian Gill of the Thrums Veterinary
Group

Forage

The rising price of concentrate feed
mean a forage analysis to maximise its
use in the ration will be even more cost
effective this winter.
Infectious Keratoconjunctivitis
Also known as ‘pink eye’ or ‘snow
blindness’, this condition can affect
all ages of sheep. It is caused by a
mycoplasma resulting in outbreaks of
watering inflamed red eyes and, if left
untreated, can lead to ulceration and
blindness. Trough feeding, cold winds
and housing can exacerbate the disease.
Isolation of affected sheep and antibiotic
treatment helps control an outbreak, and
snacker feeding reduces spread of this
disease.

Lice

Numbers of lice can increase ten-fold
before spring, so investigate any itching
sheep and be aware that scab might be
involved instead/as well. Treatment is
by OP dip or a pyrethroid pour-on, but a
second treatment is often required after
shearing next summer to eradicate the
problem from a flock.

Listeria

Any itching sheep should be investigated,
for both lice and scab
18

Silage feeding brings with it the risk of
listeria infection. This bacterial disease
can cause neurological disease and
abortion in pregnant ewes. It is classically
seen seven to 10 days after feeding
poorly conserved silage with affected
sheep going off feed and becoming
disorientated often being found stuck in

The stress of wet and cold weather along
with increased growth rates and change
of diet, such as rape or turnip feeding,
can result in sudden deaths and high
morbidity of infection in hoggs.
Prevention should have been by via
vaccination, completed at least two
weeks before the risk period of October
to December, but if this hasn’t been done
post mortems can confirm the cause and
antibiotics may reduce losses.

Rhododendron poisoning can result in
high mortality with treatment often futile

Rhododendron poisoning

This can occur when sheep are short of
feed or the ground is snow covered and
the nearest green bite they can see is the
rhododendron bushes lining the drive
to the local stately home. One night’s
feeding can result in high mortality with
treatment often futile. Make sure the
sheep never go hungry, gates are closed
and rhododendron bushes well fenced
to avoid losses.

Schmallenberg

With SBV now being found in many parts
of the UK, we must all remain vigilant.
Scotland is offering free (for a limited
time) post-movement serology testing
for up to four sheep per unit to check
livestock that have moved from areas of
SHEEP FARMER

England that have been affected by the
virus. Other areas should report any birth
deformities in lambs, especially bent
limbs and blindness.

Scab

Winter is the time when this disease
commonly rears its ugly head. Autumn
is the major time of sheep movements
and the scab mite can be imported on
breeding sheep or store lambs. Ideally
they should have been treated in
quarantine with an OP dip or avermectin

injections. However any sheep seen
scratching should be investigated.
Scab is a notifiable disease in Scotland
and elsewhere, if the disease is found,
neighbouring sheep farmers should be
informed so that the disease can be
prevented from spreading.

constantly flowing water in gutters or
electrically heated pipes.
Provision of roughage and a gradual
introduction of concentrates with
addition of 2% ammonium chloride to
the feed also helps avoid the build up of
these crystals.

Trichostrongylosis

Vet

‘Black scour’ in hoggs in early winter is
caused by the intestinal Trichostrongylus
worm infection. Worm egg counts can
be used to confirm disease before
treatment, and after to check that your
wormer has been effective.

Urolithiasis

Ram lambs and wethers can be
contract urolithiasis or ‘gravel’ when fed
concentrate during the winter.

Concentrate feeding in-wintered wether
and ram lambs can cause ‘gravel’, which
is where the urinary tract is blocked
by ‘stones’ formed from calcium,
magnesium, ammonium and phosphate
crystals.
Affected sheep strain to pass small
amounts of blood stained urine and often
the blockage leads to bladder rupture
and death. This can be prevented by
always ensuring access to clean water.
Freezing can be avoided by providing

Your local vet is in the best position to
advise on the health and welfare of your
flock – and remember that XLVets offers
FarmSkills courses through the winter
months.
Ian Gill is at vet at Thrums Veterinary
Group, a XLVets practice. XLVets is a
group of farm animal committed vet
practices that work together, alongside
commercial research and manufacturing
companies. They aim to share best
practice on advice and diseaseprevention initiatives and also offer
FarmSkills training - See www.farmskills.
co.uk or www.agritrain.com.
q
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Don’t Lose Out to Liver Fluke
Be on your guard this year!

L

iver fluke is a highly pathogenic
flatworm parasite of livestock.
It has a complicated life-cycle
involving a tiny mud snail
intermediate host, which is typically found
on low-lying, poorly drained farm land.
Sheep become infected by ingesting liver
fluke cysts, shed by infected snails, while
grazing on pasture. Infection typically
occurs over the late summer-autumn,
with disease presenting in the early
winter-spring. However, the seasonality
of liver fluke has changed over the past
decade, so disease can also be seen at
other times of the year.
The severity of disease is dictated by
how many cysts are ingested by the sheep
and over what time period. Symptoms
range from sudden death in acute cases
to abdominal pain, ill-thrift, anaemia, and
‘bottlejaw’ in more chronic cases. Liver
fluke also results in production losses
e.g. poor scanning rates, poor liveweight
gain in lambs and has been estimated to
cost approximately £25-30 per infected
sheep (EBLEX, 2011) and an estimated
£300m to the UK livestock industry
annually.

On the increase

The incidence of liver fluke in sheep
has increased steadily over the past
10-15 years, and is expected to be
high this year, given the extremely wet,
mild summer the UK has experienced.
As a precaution, SCOPS (the industryled Sustainable Control of Parasites in
Sheep initiative) have issued a “Fluke
Alert” (see www.scops.org.uk for further
information), in order to raise awareness
and provide informed advice and options
for farmers in the face of this increased
fluke risk.
Detection and early diagnosis of
fluke is vital to help minimize losses.
This can be obtained from post mortem
examination or abattoir returns when
available. Faecal samples examined for

L

Moredun Hits The Road

iver fluke is one of several topics
being covered by Moredun in its
annual Roadshow, which kicks off on
12th November. The Roadshow comes
highly recommended by the NSA, and
we hope members take advantage of
the free events ion their area. See www.
moredun.org.uk/events for details
20

A liver affected by fluke
the presence of fluke eggs can also be
useful. Farmers are also encouraged to
consider management options such as
fencing and drainage, to help reduce
exposure of their stock to potential snail
habitats on their farms.

Treatment

Routine fluke however, usually relies
heavily on the use of flukicidal drugs.
There is variety of products on the
market, available as drenches or
injections to treat liver fluke in sheep.
Some are available as straight flukicides,
others in combination with ‘wormers’
(see www.noahcompendium.co.uk and
www.scops.org.uk for full details). These
products come under lots of different
trade names, however, the actual number
of different active ingredients is relatively
limited - so, you need to know what’s in
the bottle, not what’s on the bottle!
The choice of flukicide product and
timing of treatment are absolutely vital
for effective fluke control. This should
be based on the stage of fluke likely (or
confirmed) to be present in your sheep at
that time and best practice advice, based
on SCOPS’ principles. Triclabendazole
(TCBZ) is still the drug of choice for acute
fluke (caused by migrating juveniles),
because it has the broadest kill range
(from 2 days post-infection in sheep).

O

As a consequence of its popularity and
widespread use, there are now confirmed
cases of TCBZ-resistant fluke in the UK.
A post-drench efficacy check, based on
the fluke egg count after treatment, will
give an indication of how well a given
treatment has worked. If TCBZ resistance
is confirmed on your farm, you may need
to consider using alternative products.

Safeguarding your flock

Farmers should avoid introducing
fluke (worse still, resistant fluke) to a
previously fluke-free farm in boughtin or out-wintered stock. Effective
quarantine treatment and appropriate
pasture management is key to minimize
this risk (again, see SCOPS for further
information).
Dr Philip Skuce is a principal research
scientist at Moredun Research Institute in
Edinburgh. Moredun runs a membership
scheme which aims to keep farmers
and their vets up to date with the latest
developments in animal health research.
If you would more information about
controlling liver fluke in sheep, including
a free 12 page newsheet, please contact
The Moredun Foundation, Pentlands
Science Park, Bush Loan, Penicuik, EH26
0PZ or phone 0131 445 5111 or log onto
their website www.moredun.org.uk
q

Ectoparasiticides Clarification

ur apologies for two incorrect figures in the table on page 32 of the Sep/Oct
edition of Sheep Farmer, which accompanied an article on sheep scab. The
two products with dicyclanil as the active ingredient are 5% and 1.2% (not the 15%
and 11.25% printed in the magazine). The article and correct table can be found in
an online edition of Sheep Farmer in the Members Area of the NSA website – www.
nationalsheep.org.uk.
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Top Liver Fluke Tips
Why you should be on high alert

T

he summer of 2012 has been
very wet in many areas of the
UK. Coupled with a relatively
mild winter that allowed fluke to
survive, the conditions have been perfect
for the early stages of liver fluke and their
intermediate host (a mud snail that lives
in wet, boggy areas) to thrive.
Flooding, persistent waterlogging
and severe poaching also mean that
new areas will be affected, significantly
altering the risk patterns compared to
previous years. With aftermaths also
in short supply in many areas after the
struggle to make silage and hay, cattle
and sheep at having to be stocked tighter
and on pastures not normally grazed
in the autumn made worse by lambs
not finishing leaving more on farms in
the wettest parts of the country. All of
this adds up to a high risk of liver fluke
disease, so don’t get caught out.
The high risk period started back
in August/early September with high
levels of infective fluke cysts on the
pasture which were ingested by grazing
animals.
Once ingested early fluke
stages migrate from the gut to the liver
and cause extensive damage. The risk
will continue through the autumn and
into the winter until severe, cold weather
with penetrating frost kills off the early
parasite stages.
• If your farm has a history of liver fluke
problems then you need to act now to
implement management and treatment
strategies to minimise your losses.
• If you are not normally at high risk then
think about the areas on your farm
that are potential snail habitats, taking
into account of changes in grazing
patterns due to the bad summer which
may have increased the exposure of
stock, for example if aftermaths were
not available animals may have been
forced to graze higher risk areas.
Acute liver fluke disease will strike
with little or no warning so investigate
any sudden deaths with a post-mortem
examination and use feedback from
your abattoir. Evidence of liver fluke in
slaughtered stock is extremely valuable
information so get into the habit of
asking for information on the reasons for
liver rejections. If you sell live then try to
get some information from neighbours or
the auctioneer on liver condemnations
from stock in your locality. Your vet and
local AHVLA Lab will also have useful
information.
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Detecting and diagnosing
• Investigate deaths, as a post-mortem
examination will usually give a very
clear indication of the presence of liver
fluke.
• Abattoir feedback on liver rejections
is invaluable information.
• Watch for clinical signs, including
weight loss and ill-thrift, sudden
death, oedema under the chin (bottle
jaw), anaemia, abdominal pain and
respiratory distress.
• Use performance indicators, such
as ewe Body Condition Score (BCS),
liveweight gain in lambs and scanning
results.
• Ask your vet about liver fluke egg
detection tests, which will detect
the presence of adult fluke. Vets can
also use blood tests that indicate
whether animals have been exposed
to liver fluke to help with detection and
diagnosis.
Checklist for Liver Fluke Control
• Don’t rely on chemical treatment
alone. Management tactics are also an
essential part of liver fluke control.
• Avoid flukey pastures or wet, boggy
areas within fields at peak risk periods.
This may mean using temporary
fencing around risky areas or in some
cases avoiding whole fields or grazing
areas to reduce the exposure of sheep
and cattle to the parasites.
• Quarantine of in-coming stock plus
treatment if they are from a flukey area
(see the SCOPS website for details).
• Monitor the risk and/or need for further
treatments by using fluke egg detection
and blood tests.
• Use the right product for the right
stage(s) of liver fluke. Check the details
of the product you intend to use and
ask for advice if you are not sure. Avoid
using combination fluke and worm
products unless they are necessary, to
help reduce selection for resistance in
worms.
• Be aware of the risk of re-infection if
animals are put back on high risk grazing
areas. Use management tactics such
as moving to low risk areas, fencing
off risky areas or housing. If they
remain in risky areas then monitoring
for infection is essential and further
treatments may be needed.
• Test that treatments have worked
by doing a ‘drench check’ – take
faeces samples three weeks after any

Liver Fluke life Cycle. Source: SCOPS
Adult fluke in sheep
Smaller numbers
of adult liver fluke
in the bile ducts
cause production
losses later in the
winter and early
spring.

Large numbers
of early stages
ingested in
summer/autumn
cause acute
disease as they
migrate.

10-12 weeks before
eggs produced Ingested
Egg

Miracidium
Enter the snail

by sheep
Metacercaria
Encyst on
herbage
The mud snails
thrive in wet,
boggy areas.

Leave the snail
Five weeks to a few months,
depending on temperature and
moisture
Sporocyst

Cercaria

Redia
Multiplication up to 500 times
or more in snail
treatment and, ii this shows there are
still liver fluke eggs present, get advice
on what further tests you need to do to
establish whether you have a resistant
problem. If you have cattle, include
them in the drench check too.
• Always use best practice – dose
correctly, do not over or under-dose,
and be prepared to split groups if there
is significant variation in the weight of
animals in the group.
• Vaccinate at-risk stock against black
disease using an appropriate clostridial
vaccine (two doses of a 7, 8, or 10-in-1
product).
And remember to plan ahead to
minimise the risk for next year. This
includes fencing boggy areas around
ponds and streams, drainage including
repairs to existing systems, and
installation of water troughs to avoid
wet areas building up around watering
places.
Lesley Stubbings is an independent sheep
consultant and champion of Sustainable
Control Of Parasites in Sheep (SCOPS).
Find out more at www.scops.org.uk. q
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British Wool Marketing Board Reports...
Prices starting to rally

T

his year’s wool trade has,
unfortunately, been a mirror
image of the general situation in
the sheep sector, with the early
season hopes of all in the market being
met by difficult world trading conditions.
However, despite prices on the world
market not being as high as BWMB
would have hoped, they have remained
well above levels seen for many years
and BWMB’s regular auctions of British
wool have steadied, explains BWMB’s
Chief Wool Marketing Officer Mark
Powell.
“Wool prices across the globe have
been in moderate decline over the last
six months, but it has to be remembered
that prices have slipped from lifetime
record highs. Had anyone offered us
these prices just a few years ago we all
would have been delighted with them.

Prices start to rise

“Prices are now starting to rally and all
the indications are that we have now hit
the bottom of the dip and prices are now
starting to rise again, as is demand. The
New Zealand indicator price fell from
181NZc/kg in March to 121NZc/kg in
August, but has now climbed again to
140NZc/kg and BWMB auction prices
have mirrored this,” explains Mr Powell.
“In addition we have seen very good
clearance rates at the last two BWMB
sales and this is a sure sign of a reigniting
of demand for quality wool.”
The reasons behind the price fall
are well recognised, with global wool
demand difficult proving tricky in a
time of ongoing global recession and
uncertainty, says BWMB Chief Executive
Ian Hartley. “The slowing of the Chinese
economy has been well reported in the
mainstream media and with China being
the main global market in recent years
this has had an understandable impact
on wool price.
“In addition to this there is uncertainty
in the USA economy, as a result of the
upcoming presidential elections, and the
European debt crisis continues to hinder
consumer demand in both the EU and
closer to home in the UK.”
There are though encouraging signs
coming from across the globe, and last
month’s Wool Week has once again
helped highlight the excellent quality
of wool as both a fashion fibre and an
interior furnishing material, adds Mr
22

Ian Hartley, BWMB CEO with William Hague at the launch of Wool Week in USA,
Bryant Park in New York.
Hartley.
“Wool Week activities in London this
year included leading department store
Harvey Nichols being covered in yarn
and the successful conclusion of ‘Wool
School’, a sweater design competition for
UK fashion students which culminated in
the Countess of Wessex presenting the
winners with their prizes.

Other wool weeks

“There have also been successful Wool
week activities in Japan, Spain and France
and the Campaign for Wool continues to
build on the solid foundations laid in a
number of other countries earlier in the
year,” he explains.
Of particular interest to British farmers
was the Campaign for Wool Interiors
launch held in New York in September.
Bryant Park, in the centre of Manhattan,

was taken over – sheep brought in,
fountains covered with wool art and wool
carpets, beds and furniture displayed. An
estimated 25,000 people saw the display
which had extensive media coverage and
even had a visit by the Foreign Ministers
of the UK and New Zealand.
Looking ahead BWMB will once
again be running a widespread series
of shearing training courses next year,
giving new shearers the chance to learn
how to shear and allowing experienced
shearers the opportunity to hone their
skills under the expert guidance of
BWMB trainers, says BWMB Shearing
Manager Colin MacGregor.
“The standard of shearing in the UK
is very high already and with more than
1100 shearers attending BWMB shearing
courses in 2012 I am very encouraged
for the future of British shearing.”
q
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Ewbol

Spring 2013

Productive
Healthy
Profitable
Make sure your ewes and lambs
get the best start by feeding
BOCM PAULS Ewbol range.

Grow your future now
The BENEFITS of feeding BOCM PAULS Ewbol range:

High energy g Reduce twin lamb disease

08457 22 88 53
www.bocmpauls.co.uk
info@bocmpauls.co.uk

Quality protein g Improve lamb growth rates
g Improve lamb survival & vigour
g Increase fibre digestibility

In the driving seat

NEW ARION 500 and 600 offering:
• Tier 4i engines • 7 models in CIS or CEBIS • 145 -184hp range
For more information contact your local dealer
or call the CLASS hotline on 01284 777666.
claas.co.uk

OPINION

Profitable Lamb Enterprises
Martin Lane says the answer lies in the soil

H

ow do we achieve the
seemingly impossible task
of simultaneously improving
flock health, fertility, lamb
growth rates and the business bottom
line? Simply by going back to basics
and restoring real fertility to our soil. The
‘quick fix’ and ‘sticking plaster’ remedies
have held sway for too long. The answer,
as always, lies in the soil and the way we
treat it.

Sustainable soil policies

The most fundamental asset for any
farmer is his soil – it can make or break
him. Sheep are designed to eat grass and
when it is not possible to finish lambs
on it, assuming no genetic, parasitic or
pathogenic causes, there are usually
only two reasons:• Nutrient uptake is poor because of
poor choice of grass species (many
modern grasses are excellent for
energy but poor for mineral uptake)
• And/or, the land is exhausted.
If it is either necessary to supply a
significant amount of creep feed to finish
lambs or sell them as stores, something
is wrong. If lambing percentages are
lower and loss rates higher than breed
expectation, it is very likely that the
land is devoid of the nutrients essential
to sheep, or the pH is outside normal
parameters, which restricts plant uptake
of desirable nutrients.
In acid soils with a pH of 4.5, plants
accumulate large amounts of iron and
aluminium at the expense of everything
else, minimising the feed value of any
forage. A soil pH in excess of 8.0 is
equally undesirable.
This should not be surprising. There
are approximately 100 mineral elements
in the soil and we now know for sure
that at least 25 are essential to life.
We suspect many more to be equally
essential but research has yet to prove it
beyond doubt. It would not surprise me if
it was discovered that they all have some
part to play – after all, oceans contain all
elements and suit fish pretty well (it might
interest you to know that deep sea fish
do not get cancer, but due to pollution,
river and estuarine fish frequently do).
Mineral elements are the building
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Martin Lane
blocks of life itself. Without them it is
impossible to create vitamins, enzymes,
proteins, muscles, brains or bones. At
a cellular level, humans are very similar
to all other life forms – like ruminants
we are entirely dependent on our vast
internal colonies of gut flora, without
which we are unable to digest anything.
Despite this we dismiss all bacteria and
fungi as ‘germs’ to be annihilated. In
so doing we often throw the baby out
with the bathwater, killing the beneficial
organisms along with pathogens.

Upsetting the balance

So it is with the soil. Routine farming
practices upset the delicate balance of
soil organisms, with inputs frequently
creating far more problems than they
solve. Constant intensive grazing and
cropping sucks out soil mineral nutrients
at a greater rate than nature can
replenish them, leading to impoverished
soils. Replacing only NPK, and a bit of
lime every so often, creates imbalances
that encourage diseases in both crops
and livestock, because it floods the plant
with NPK to the exclusion of everything
else.
Much work remains to be done, but
we know we need a living soil, replete
with a balance of minerals and living
organisms. The plants that grow in it
are far less susceptible to disease, grow

faster with much less need of fertiliser
and confer health, vigour and fertility on
the livestock that feed on it. Sadly, most
land in the UK is now deficient in mineral
nutrients (the mineral content of our food
has dropped by as much as 60% since
1940).
Perennially bad feet may have as much
to do with copper/zinc deficiency as with
faulty genetics. Dirty backsides may
be due to vitamin B12 (cobalt related)
deficiency and not to a heavy worm
burden. Incidentally, there are many
plants with anthelmintic properties, such
as sage and thyme, offer the advantage
that parasites are unlikely to ever develop
immunity to natural plants or extracts.
Poor fertility, unexplained lamb losses
and lack of vigour indicates a selenium/
iodine/zinc deficiency. Iodine controls
the thyroid and consequently, metabolic
rate. Iodine deficiency kills thousands
of young lambs every year when bad
weather hits because they cannot adjust
their metabolic rate and fall victim to
hypothermia. Most of Britain is deficient
in selenium, iodine and other important
elements. Comprehensive soil tests are
therefore essential; the standard NPK
and pH test just will not do!

Reseeding:
a short-term solution

New grass leys always start off with
more vigour, as reseeding turns the
soil over and brings to the surface a
slightly better mineral content. But it is
expensive (in excess of £370/ha) and
has several unforeseen consequences
– improvement tends to be temporary,
lasting only a few years; long-dormant
weed seeds flourish in the new sward,
necessitating further expense; and, over
time, native species return as they are
the best suited to local conditions.
In my opinion re-mineralising grassland
is a better and far cheaper option than
reseeding. We see major nutritional
and growth benefits, even on ancient
ridge and furrow that has never seen a
plough, when deficient mineral nutrients
are returned to the soil to compensate
for centuries of continuous grazing. Find
out more at www.fieldscience.co.uk.
Martin Lane, Director of Field Science
Ltd				
q
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Sheep Research Goes Global
Can projects from around the world improve efficiency here?

K

nowledge sharing and the
ability to do so effectively is
the cornerstone of efficiency
in
globalised
business
communities. So why not apply the same
to sheep farming?
Information can now easily and freely
transcend geographical boundaries and
knowledge pertaining to different sheep
farming systems throughout the world
can often be put to good use in the UK.
With this in mind here are some
examples of research being carried out
in New Zealand, Portugal, Australia and
America looking at practical, interesting
and even ‘futuristic’ approaches to
agriculture.

Ewe lambs

Last year New Zealand saw the results
of a comprehensive project looking at
the impact of mating ewe lambs. Nearly
1,000 animals were studied over a
four-year period, looking at ewe lambs
successfully mated, ewe lambs exposed
to rams but not conceiving, and ewe
lambs left un-mated.
Lambing ewe lambs was found to lead
to the highest ewe lifetime performance
with an average of 8.2 lambs reared. This
was 1.2 lambs higher than those that
either failed to conceive or were not put
to the ram.
The study also looked for any impact
of mating ewe lambs on longevity.
Encouragingly there were no negative
effects, with the researchers suggesting
that increasing the proportion of ewe
lambs mated in the national flock from
the current 30 per cent could lead to
significant improvements in income.
As a slight aside to the topic under
investigation it is also worth noting that
throughout the project rams were run at
a ratio of one ram to 100 ewes - or ewe
lambs!

Genes and feed

Research carried out in Portugal and
Australia shows that we are only really
beginning to understand the full impact
of the underlying genetic expression
of many traits – but with the advent of
genomic technologies in the sheep
sector this is definitely one to watch.
The project involved compared the
effect of restricted feed intake on Merino
and Dorper ram lambs. When feed was
restricted Merino lambs lost more than
twice as much weight compared with the
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2012

Dorpers

Merinos
Dorper lambs (12.6% versus 5.3%), and
comparable lambs that were given ad-lib
feed gained 8.3 per cent in Merinos and
14 per cent in the Dorper lambs.
Not only were live weight changes
considered, but detailed post-mortem
measurements were taken to identify
whether the two breeds expressed
different genes in the light of different
feeding regimes. Analysis of enzyme
levels did indeed find differences between
the breeds with it being suggested that
Dorpers are better able to adapt to feed
restriction.

Feeds of the future

Not directly sheep related, but Texas
researchers have produced some
promising work on the use of algae in
animal feed, looking specifically at a byproduct derived from the use of algae as
a biofuel.
Presented to beef steers in a powder
form, the supplement was also blended
with commonly used protein sources in
the USA – distillers’ grain and cottonseed
meal.
Stock were happy to consume the
product at varying concentrations, but
once it accounted for more than 60 per
cent of their diet, feed intakes dropped.
With a crude protein of 20 per cent the
algae performed well compared with the
cottonseed meal.
In a similar vein there has also been
some work carried out recently in
Australia where feeding algae to lambs
was shown to significantly increase the
level of omega-3 fatty acids in meat.
The inclusion of algae in the feed was
also found to increase the efficiency of

Algae
feed conversion, producing lambs that
ate less forage but with similar carcase
weights.
‘Alternative feeds’ are increasingly
being sought for both ruminants and
non-ruminants, in part due to the need
to improve the sustainability of meat
production. Many of these feeds are
focusing on reducing methane or nitrous
oxide emissions, but for non-ruminants
the focus is on replacing expensive
protein sources.
With this in mind a project has been
set up to look at using insect larvae as
a protein source for pigs and poultry.
Furthermore it has been suggested
that the organic waste not suitable
for feeding can be used as a fertiliser.
Perhaps this can be seen as the start
of a truly integrated supply chain, from
micro-organisms through to chops on
the plate!
This article was put together by NSA
member Catherine Nakielny. If you find
any examples of interesting research work
being carried out in far-flung locations, or
would like to know more about the work
presented here, contact Catherine on
catherine@knconsulting.co.uk or 01558
685808.		
q
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Making Money from Store Lambs
Feeding for performance and planning for health

L

ambs can be successfully
finished on a variety of feeds –
but making a margin from store
lambs requires a focus on the
efficiency of utilisation and response to
nutrients supplied.
Given the recent price increases seen
in the cereal and protein markets there
will be pressure to consider the role of
concentrates in the diet. However, where
significant improvements in liveweight
gain, killing out percentage and days-tofinish can be achieved through the use of
concentrates it is vital not to comprimise
on the quality of feed offered.
The old adage ‘you get what you pay
for’ is particularly relevant to animal feeds
and before considering the purchase
of any products this year ask about the
quality of feed ingredients being used,
levels of starch and sugars and correct
balance of minerals and vitamins.

Concentrates

Savings can also be made by carefully
considering the role of concentrates
in the diet and whether the feed is fully
utilised. In the case of lambs, having
been through a significant ‘store period’
at low growth rates, responses are often
seen to additional protein in the diet
(18%) over the period of initial feeding
before dropping back to the more usual
16 per cent. For lambs close to finishing
weight more emphasis should be placed
on energy supplied.
Minimising losses is vital to making
money from store lamb finishing, as each
lamb lost can add significant costs to the
system. A two per cent increase in lamb
losses from three to five per cent can
increase production costs by 4p/kg or
£1.80 per 44kg-lamb.
As well as leading to deaths, many
diseases also operate at a sub-clincal
level reducing growth rates and carcass

Top Tips for Feeding

• When finishing on forage crops, know
the crop yield and consider daily
feeding breaks based on lamb weight
and expected performance.
• Introduce lamb finisher pellets as
quality and supply declines and
before lamb growth rates fall.
• When finishing on silage, analyse the
forage to calculate expected gains and
target finisher pellets accordingly.
• Maximise food conversion efficiency
by providing access to good quality
long fibre, provide dry conditions for
run-back, group lambs according to
weight, minimise disease problems
and, for housed stock, consider
shearing.
• Set targets for weight gain and handle
regularly to asses whether these
targets are being met. Investigate
early if groups or individuals are
performing badly.
yield. Fluke and worms are two problems
that spring to mind, but underlying
pneumonia and lameness will also
lower profits. Fortunately some of these
problems can be tackled early on or even
be prevented.
Many sheep flocks in the UK suffer
from a degree of wormer resistance so
using an appropiate treatment is vital
for any lambs that are purchased, and
advice should also be sought on whether
to treat for fluke, particularly given the
forecast of high fluke levels this year.
Movement of lambs between farms
often triggers underlying disease due
to the stresses involved so ideally
purchased lambs should already be
in a good vaccination programme for
clostridial diseases and pasteurella.
Lameness can play havoc with lamb
finishing, and due to its infectious
nature, once it takes hold within a group
it is time consuming and expensive to

Steve Brown
get to grips with. The key to controlling
(and preventing) lameness is good
quarantine followed by early treatment
and isolation.
Other concerns for store lamb
finishing systems include scab, mineral
deficiencies and contagious ophthalmia
(or pink eye). However, with all these
potential problems easily manageable
through good health planning, seeking
veterinary advice in drawing up a health
plan before the start of the season really
is vital.
Furthermore, monitoring systems
and targets can be put in place to help
identify problems before they lead to
significant losses in production or high
death rates.
Steve Brown, Ruminant Feeds Product
Manager for the Wynnstay Group.
q

Top Tips for Health

Store lambs on roots
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• Careful select lambs at purchase, ideally sourcing stock already in appropiate
vaccinations programmes and not having suffered significant setbacks through
disease.
• Quarantine incoming stock to minimise subsequent worm, fluke and lameness
problems. Consider scab in treatment programmes, as significant incubation
periods can occur
• Plan vaccination and treatment plans with veterinary advice to ensure the most
appropiate products are used and problems avoided.
• Carefully monitor performance and investigate poor production and any losses.
SHEEP FARMER

Maedi Visna
A potential threat to the sheep industry

T

he above title should not be taken
as scaremongering – it should
be thought of as a warning that
awareness and vigilance are
necessary so that in years from now
maedi visna (MV) does not pose a threat
to our important sheep economy.
Such a warning is necessary, as
figures suggest MV is increasing in the
UK. A survey earlier this year, involving
SAC, AHVLA, EBLEX and HCC, looked
at more than 11,000 blood samples
taken in 2011 from 726 flocks.
When compared to a major survey in
1995, it showed:• The number of flocks infected had
doubled and approximately one flock
in every 35 had the infection.
• The number of sheep infected had
increased four-fold.
• The level of infection within infected
flocks had doubled to 24 per cent.
• The estimated number of infected
ewes in the national flock was over
100,000.

from veterinary laboratories in England,
Wales and Scotland show an increase in
outbreaks, and several larger flocks have
encountered MV to their cost.
One example is a flock with eight per
cent ewe mortality, a high cull rate due to
mastitis and poor condition resulting in
a high net replacement cost, and lambs
often with poorer growth rates. Another
large flock has estimated the cost at
£30,000-£50000, based on a 20-40
per cent reduction in flock productivity,
predominantly due to MV.

What should I do?

• Where possible, purchase MVaccredited
sheep
as
breeding
replacements.
• Quarantine and test all other purchases
before they are introduced to your
flock.
• Ensure your boundary fences are
secure and do not allow contact with
other flocks.
• Investigate ill-thrift in ewes with the

What is MV?

The survey shows the importance of
every sheep farmer knowing a bit more
about MV. It is a viral disease of sheep
that results in poor body condition, poorer
fertility, increased mastitis, smaller and
weaker lambs and increased mortality.
There is no cure and no vaccine.
The good news is that the risk from MV
is low – as the survey shows, only 2.8
per cent of flocks are infected. But the
bad news is it has increased and could
easily increase again by the time of the
next survey.
One of the reasons for the low
prevalence is the success of the MV
accreditation scheme, which has over
2,500 members in Great Britain. But the
warning signs are out there – statistics

Maedi visna infection varies across
different sheep breeds, but once in a
flock, the consequences can be very
serious and last for many years.
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Ian Pritchard, SAC
assistance of your vet. A group of 12
poorer, thin ewes can be blood tested
for evidence of the disease.
• If you sell breeding sheep, consider
joining the accreditation scheme, as
your customers may wish reassurance
they are not buying-in MV.
• If you are already a member of MV
accreditation scheme you have a low
risk, if you follow stringent biosecurity
regulations.
The British sheep flock is renowned for
the high quality of its product – let it be
renowned for high standards of animal
health too.
Ian Pritchard is Health Schemes
Manager for SAC Consulting, including
the Premium Sheep and Health Goat
Schemes. He thought NSA members
would benefit from this article following
discussion about maedi visna at the NSA
Breed Forum, when NSA and breed
society members came together at the
AGM in August to look at issues affecting
the sector.			
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MV Eats into Flock Returns

rooksby Melton College in
Leicestershire has had a flock of
sheep since its inception in the
mid-1940s. It was taken over in 2004
by Nick Marriott, when he came to the
college as farm and grounds manager,
at which time he reduced breeding
ewe numbers to facilitate signing up to
a Countryside Stewardship agreement
that covered the whole estate.
Now there are 350 North Country
Mules, ran along commercial lines
with replacements bought in annually
and finished lambs sold through local
markets and deadweight outlets. Soon
after Mr Marriott’s arrival he began to
experience problems.
He says: “A small group of ewes
started to show some odd behaviour
followed by collapse and death. After
some initial uncertainty as to the cause
of the problem VLA Sutton Bonington
diagnosed Maedai Visna.
“A cull of the whole group was the
conclusion and for the following few
years there were little indication of
recurrence of MV. How wrong we were?
Last year ewes started to show signs
again – paralysis of a hind leg, wasting,
mastitis, high mortality and poor growth
were the main symptoms.

“In summer 2012 we took the
opportunity, following a conversation at
the NSA Sheep Event, to blood test a
random selection of ewes. Of these 58
per cent tested positive and some very
useful discussion with SAC outlined the
way forward.”
The conclusion is to cull the entire flock,
ensuring everything goes for slaughter
and not breeding within another flock.
But Mr Marriott is concerned about how
to go about sourcing replacements.

Replacements

“The problem is where to go for
commercial sheep that are MV free,” he
says. “With nearly four per cent of the
national flock carrying the disease it’s a
difficult task. It looks like a self-contained
flock, perhaps with a pure breed that can
be obtained with a sufficiently high health
status, will be the way forward. Hopefully
that will keep sheep grazing the pastures
around the estate for another 60 years.
“MV has cost us. Simple calculations,
such as higher spending on vets,
medicines, feed, replacements and
labour, lower performance of the ewes,
lower cull value, poor lamb growth rate
and higher mortality could easily add up
to over £10,000 in the flock.”
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Marketing Masterclass
Herdwick Breeders lead the way on getting chefs to use their lamb

O

n a crisp and clear autumnal
Sunday afternoon, around 50
people collected on a fellside in
Borrowdale, Cumbria, looking
at the beautiful Lakeland landscape and
the Herdwick sheep within it.
Many of those present were chefs and
restaurateurs from the Lake District, all
invited by the Herdwick Sheep Breeders
Association (HSBA) to learn more about
Herdwick lamb and why they should
include it on their menus.
While the day was very specific to the
Herdwick breed, the concept of working
with chefs, many of them from top-end
establishments achieving a great deal of
notoriety and promotion, could just have
easily been for any regional British breed
– it was a great example of co-operation
and the common aim of promoting lamb
eating.
This particular event – called
‘Herdwick at its best’ – was the result
of a grant secured by the HSBA from the
Herdy Company, who offered financial
assistance as well as help with branding
and promotion. This is Lakeland-based
company that uses the Herdwick sheep
on a range of giftware, from mugs to
baby-grows, and has a ‘give-back’
policy to donate a certain percentage

could only be utilised by particular
breeds of sheep and cattle, such as the
Herdwick.
“The advantage is that the sheep that
can live here, on this terrain, are really,
really tasty,” said Mr Rawling, explaining
that as an extensively ran, slow maturing
breed, Herdwick lambs were older when
sent to slaughter and had a distinct
‘gamey’ flavour.
Supporting the ‘Herdwick at its best’
initiative: (from left to right) HSBA’s
James Rebanks, chef Ryan Blackburn,
farmer Joe Relph, Christina Summerfield
of the Herdy Company, HSBA Secretary
Amanda Carson, NSA Chairman John
Geldard, and farmer Will Rawling.
of its profits to local, sustainable causes
each year.
While this is the second time the HSBA
has been successful in gaining a grant
(the first one was for a handheld EID
reader to create an electronic database
of registered Herdwick sheep), the fund
is available to all businesses operating in
the Lake District.
With the Herdy Fund and support from
Taste Cumbria, HSBA hosted the threehour event, starting with a view of the
Herdwick sheep on the fell and ending
with visitors tasting five delicious dishes
incorporating Herdwick lamb.

Top quality

Joe Relph (left) and Will Rawling explain
Herdwick sheep and upland farming
practices to the chefs and other visitors.
Below: Herdwick lambs on in-bye land at
Borrowdale.
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Having been promised that Herdwick
meat ‘is a top quality food with a great
story behind it – a story that will get
customers interested in your menu’, the
chefs and other visitors were given a
master class in farming Herdwick sheep
by neighbouring farmers Joe and Hazel
Relph and Stanley and Carol Jackson,
as well as Will Rawling of the Cumbria
Farmers’ Network.
They explained the Herdwick’s role in
the cultural heritage of the Lake District
and the necessity of sustaining numbers
to maintain the iconic landscape. Also that
producing food from more extreme land
types was increasingly important, given
the growing world population and
declining resources, and
that
uplands

Taste of the Fells

“The taste of the fells is infused in their
meat, because they stay here all their
lives,” he said.
Moving from the fellside to watch a
butchery demonstration, Mr Rawling
went on to explain that Herdwick lamb
was a very seasonal product, but
restaurants could have Herdwick on
their menus all year round by embracing
hoggs and shearlings. This had a very
different taste to lamb, which tended
to be available from February, but was
equally appealing as a desirable product
with a story behind it.
Chef Ryan Blackburn backed this up
during a cookery demonstration, saying
he always had Herdwick on the menu at
The Cottage in the Wood restaurant, in
the Whinlatter Forest, near Keswick.
Having just achieved an excellent
review in The Independent, Mr Blackburn
said that while he wanted to make highend dishes and develop a reputation for
himself, cost was still top of the agenda.
Therefore he bought whole Herdwick
carcases at a time and, by using every
bit of it, found that Herdwick was actually
subsidising other things on his menu.

Whole lamb

“I’m quite stingy,” he joked. “There’s not
much waste in my restaurant. It’s
a myth that Herdwick costs
too much and farmers
want too much
for it. But
y o u
have

SHEEP FARMER

got to buy the whole animal to make it
cost efficient. If you go out and just want
to buy loins, then expect to pay a lot of
money for it, because its costs a lot of
money for the farmers to produce them.
“Yes, it would be easier to sell a lamb
rump – it would be nice and no one would
complain, but it wouldn’t do anything to
grow my reputation as a top chef and
it certainly wouldn’t do anything for the
Herdwick farmers. There’s so much
money coming into this area that we
should be able to spread it around a bit
better.”
Inspired by Mr Blackburn’s cooking
demonstration, six visiting chefs were
given six different cuts of Herdwick
carcase, to take home and experiment
with, with an eye on putting it on their
own menus. The feedback will be
used to sustain the momentum of the
‘Herdwick at its best’ initiative, which
will be boosted further still around
Christmas time with the culmination of
five year’s work in achieving a Protected
Designation of Origin (PDO) for Lakeland
Herdwick.
Amanda Carson, HSBA Secretary,
said: “The PDO will be a great marketing
tool and help farmers add value on direct
supply sales. We hope to get buyers to
think about Herdwick lamb now, then

A Lesson from the Beef Sector?

L

amb
producers
considering different
routes to market
may be interested
in a new initiative
created
by
beef
farmers Paul and Kirsty
Westaway from Dymock,
Gloucestershire.
‘Paul and Kirsty’s Perfect Night In’ is
an online shopping experience where
you can select a 6oz fillet, 8oz sirloin,
ribeye steak or ribeye roast, and then
take the expert’s advice on which French
or Italian wine to match it with, to suit
the beef’s characteristics, fat content
and flavour.
The selection is then couriered to your
doorstep, or can be delivered as a gift,
in beautiful and sustainable packaging,
complete with instructions on how to
cook your beef to perfection.

Mr
Westaway
says:
“Neither our beef or
wine is available
from any other retail
outlet. They are
served mainly in topclass city restaurants
and this is the first time
these premium products have become
available directly to food enthusiasts for
entertaining at home.”
The initiative is geared towards the
fact, given the current economic climate,
people are cooking at home more than
they were three years ago. To tap into
this, there is also an online Connoisseurs
Club, offering professional advice on
cooking, wine selection and entertaining
at home, plus regular seasonal insights
into farming life and business.
Find out more at www.yourperfectnightin.
co.uk.				
q

push with the PDO after that, so that
when lambs come on stream in February
there will be real demand for the meat.”
For more information on the ‘Herdwick
at its best’ initiative contact the HSBA
via www.herdwick-sheep.com. For more

information on the Herdy Fund visit
www.herdy.co.uk/about/herdyfund.
Is
your breed society or organisation doing
something exiting to market lamb or
breeding ewes? Tell the NSA by emailing
joanne@nationalsheep.org.uk.
q

Premier Sheep Drench

Not all mineral drenches are the same

For the best start in life,drench 4 - 6 weeks prior to lambing

For more information please contact Jonathan Guy
T : 01886 880482

M : 07866 607466

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2012

E : jganimalhealth@aol.com

W : www.jganimalhealth.com
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Scottish Region

Great performance every time...
www.nsascotland.org.uk

…with Osmonds Lamb Colostrum Supplement

Autumn 2012

SRRaut12FC.indd 1

Our premium brand colostrum supplement helps to maintain high
health status in new born lambs. For a high quality, easily mixed
colostrum that you can trust, choose Osmonds – it won't let you down!

Order today from your local Osmonds
stockist, visit www.osmonds.co.uk
or call 01948 668 100

WORKING FOR THE SCOTTISH SHEEP INDUSTRY

First choice for generations

7/11/12 12:11:56

If you are a Scottish member of NSA
look out for the
New Scottish Region Magazine

We enjoyed the first issue of the
‘Wool Producer’ magazine. Please
be so kind as to include us on your
mailing list
Alastair & Kathrin Strang

I’d like to receive all future issues
as the wool sector is becoming
more and more important
Stuart Craig

I have just received your Wool
Producer magazine and found it
really informative
Sue Morgan

Promoting the Campaign for Wool
instigated by HRH the Prince of
Wales, in co-operation with the
BWMB
Quarterly
Distribution - 12,000+ UK sheep
farmers
Supportive of NSA and the vitally
important policy work the association
carries out on behalf of the industry

Focusing on all breeding technologies,
including nutrition, health and
welfare and will look at the breeding
side of cattle production, plus
promoting the BCBC and its annual
conference to a wider audience.
Published quarterly, issues will be
Spring (March), Summer (June),
Autumn (September) and
Winter (December).

Shepherd Publishing Limited. Tel: 01684 565533 Fax: 01684 565577
Email: info@shepherdpublishing.co.uk
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T H E B R E E D S O C I E T Y D I R E C T O R Y ad

Easy Care

Wiltshire Horn
Sheep Society
THE WOOLLESS MEAT SHEEP

The rapidly expanding choice for
the serious low cost sheep system
Visit www.easycaresheep.com
Or Tel: 01407 840250/07788 585309
email: Iolo@easycaresheep.com

SOUTHDOWN

the traditional, modern terminal sire
Southdown Sheep Society
Details from the Secretary:
Mrs Gail Sprake Tel: 01986 782251
secretary@southdownsheepsociety.co.uk
web: www.southdownsheepsociety.co.uk
“The breed that makes ends meat”

Pow

erform all year ro
u nd
er to P

F a s t Gr
owing Lambs
PD & DH Sheep
Breeders’
Agriculture House
Acland Road
Dorchester DT1 1EF
Tel: 01305 262126
www.dorsetsheep.org

SWALEDALE
SHEEP
BREEDERS
ASSOCIATION

England’s Premier Hill Breed.
Ewes are supreme for breeding
Mule Lambs.
Rams are ideal for crossing
with other Hill Breeds for
increased lamb production
on the hill.
Secretary:
John Stephenson
Barnley View, Town Head,
Eggleston, Barnard Castle,
Co. Durham DL12 0DE
Tel: 01833 650516

Dorper sheep are hardy, prolific
milkers that shed their wool,
can breed all year round,
producing fast growing lambs
and succulent meat. They are
renowned around the world
for quality carcasses and
conformation.
Excellent terminal sires.
Contact details at
www.dorpersheepsociety.co.uk
or call Nicky 07710 352793

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2012

No wool, no shearing
just excellent quality meat.
Tel/Fax:
01768 341124
www.beltex.co.uk

ILE DE FRANCE
The breed to meat your grades

For details of your local breeders call
Tel: 01904 448675

www.meatlinc.co.uk

For 3L’s use an Ile de France
Lean, Liveweight & Lively lambs
www.iledefrancesheep.co.uk
Secretary Edward Adamson
Tel: 07711071290

Blackface
Sheep Breeders’
Association

ROUGE

Secretary: Sue Archer
Tel/Fax: 024 7654 1766

email: secretary@rouge-society.co.uk

www.rouge-society.co.uk

CAMBRIDGE
QUANTITY WITH QUALITY
CROSSBREDS OF DISTINCTION
Details from: Alun Davies, Pharm House,
Willaston, Neston CH64 2TL
Tel: 0151 327 5699
Email: d.a.r.davies@liv.ac.uk
www.cambridge-sheep.org.uk

Teeswater Sheep
Friendly, Flavour and Fibre
Ewes - good mothers
that cross well
For more details contact
Breed Sectretary - Denise Newey
teeswatersheep@yahoo.co.uk
www.teeswater-sheep.co.uk

Secretary: Mrs C Cormack

Tel: 0844 800 1029

email: info@wiltshirehorn.org.uk
www.wiltshirehorn.org.uk

Charmoise
Hill Sheep
• HARDY Hill Sheep
• Add SHAPE to your prime lambs
• EASY Lambing
• Terminal Sire suitable for
tupping EWE LAMBS
Please contact David Trow Tel: 01686 688234
www.charmoisesheep.co.uk

North of
England
Mule Sheep
Association

Information on the breed and sale dates
available on our web site or from:Aileen McFadzean, Tel/Fax: 01738 634018
Email aileen@scottish-blackface.co.uk
www.scottish-blackface.co.uk

The easy lambing terminal sire
producing quick growing lambs with
excellent meat to bone ratio.

- sheep farmer3x4.5cm:Layout

Hebridean Sheep

www.hebrideansheep.org.uk
Hebridean Sheep are enjoying
a dramatic return to popularity.
Contact:
HEBRIDEAN SHEEP SOCIETY
01908 611092

Old Breed for New Times

British Berrichon
“The HARDY,
EASY LAMBING,
EASY CARE Sheep”

For information please contact
Sue Powell 01989 770071/07974 360807

www.berrichonsociety.com
email: berrichon@btconnect.com

Scotch
Mule
Association

Contact: George Allan
Tel: 01292 591821
Website: www.scotchmule.co.uk
email:
scotchmule.association@yahoo.co.uk

Sheep Health
& Welfare
Conference
21st November 2012,
Sixways Stadium, Worcester

THE ORIGINAL &
BEST MULE

(Bluefaced Leicester x Swaledale or
Northumberland Type Blackface)

For full Auction Mart Sales List
Contact Marion Hope
Telephone 01387 371777
e-mail: nemsa@btinternet.com
website: www.nemsa.co.uk

NORTH COUNTRY CHEVIOT
The Ideal
Crossing
Sire
for all Hill
Ewes

The Ideal
Ewe for
producing
Mules &
Half-Breds

Profit from Quality Store Lambs
— Short or Long Keep
Tel: 01461 600673 for sales details

Supreme quality from the Southern hills.
Mules by Bluefaced Leicesters out of
Swaledale or Scotch Blackface ewes.
Tel: 01837 52275
email: enquiries@southwestmulegroup.co.uk
www.southwestmulegroup.co.uk

D ua l P u r p o
The rt of the Fl se
oc k
H ea

Gwenda Roberts, Secretary
01758 730366
office@lleynsheep.com
Heather Stoney, Promotions
Officer, 01347 879087
promotions@lleynsheep.com

www.lleynsheep.com
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CLASSIFIED
Fax your classified ads to 01684 565577 or send by post to: Shepherd Publishing, Sheep Centre, Malvern, Worcs WR13 6PH.

EQUIPMENT

FARM ANIMALS

Need a Shearing machine?
Thats easy to use? Its the
Longhorn 12 volt.
Recommended now by
6,000 farmers in the UK.
Buy DIRECT from the
manufacturers, Horner
Shearing. Tel 01200 427419.
Or online at
www.hornershearing.com
What’s new in Sheep
shearing machines?  
Buy on line at www.
hornershearing.com, or
phone. “Zipper” from £145
complete. Rambo Shearers,
240 volt £299 complete.
portable battery £425. 10
combs £77, 10 cutters £25.
Grinders £540. Spares:Heavy duty drives for Lister
machines. Repairs to most
machines. Buy online at
www.hornershearing.com.
Or phone Willie Horner, at
Horner Shearing.
Tel 01200 427419 .

EQUIPMENT

Sheep Shearing Machines
specialists. New and S/H
mains and 12 volt machines
in stock. A full range of spares
and all requisites for the
shearer in stock. Expert advice
and prompt attention given to
all enquiries. Free catalogue
available on request. George
Mudge & Co 01822 615456.

To advertise in
The best mobile sheep
handling system on the market
Aluminium - Durable, Lightweight, Easy
to Use, Versatile & Cost Effective
FREE demo or more info
Call Chris Byrne 07766 252983
Available for immediate
collection or prompt delivery
See The Alligator in action at
www.youtube.com/coxagri

e-mail: info@georgemudgeshearing.co.uk

Classifieds or BSD
contact Jill Smith on
Tel: 01684 565533
Fax: 01684 565577

www.coxagri.com

Farming
Help
Confidential help
for all in the farming
community
Ring 0845 367 9990
A partnership between the charities.
ARC-Addington Fund, Farm Crisis Network
& Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution

www.farminghelp.org.uk
32

SHEEP FARMER

Membership Application Form
Speaking out
across the
UK on issues
affecting
your sheep
farming
business

Annual Subscription - UK £50, Students £25, Eire, Europe
and Overseas £55 (UK £) Please send your cheques made
payable to ‘NSA’ with your application form.

Membership Benefits

Address: ..........................................................................................................................................

• Providing dedicated
lobbying at all levels
• Fighting for practical
regulations and workable
solutions
• Weekly Email Newsletter
including the latest
industry developments
• The Sheep Farmer journal
– published bi-monthly,
covering all aspects of
sheep production

........................................................................................... Postcode: ............................................

Gift aid
declaration:

I want the National
Sheep Association to
treat all donations I make
from the date of this
declaration until I notify
you otherwise as Gift Aid
donations.
To gift aid please tick
here

Gift Aid: Please use gift aid to make your subscription worth more to NSA. For every pound
you give us, we could earn an extra 25p from the Inland Revenue.
To qualify for gift aid what you pay in income tax or capital gains tax must at least equal the
amount we shall claim in the tax year.
To become a member of NSA please complete the details below:
Name: ..............................................................................................................................................

Tel: .................................................... Email: ...................................................................................

Instruction to your Bank/Building Society
to Pay Direct Debits
NSA OFFICE USE
SOURCE=SF

Originators Identification Number

9 5 6 8 8 9

Please complete Part 1 to 5 to instruct your branch to make payments directly from your
account. Then return the form to the address below.
1. Name and full address of your Bank/Building Society:
The Manager of: .......................................................................................

Bank/Building Society

Address: ..........................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................... Postcode: ............................................
2. Name of account: .......................................................................................................................
3: Account number:
4: Sort code:
5. Instruction to your Bank/building Society.
Please pay National Sheep Association Direct Debits from the account detailed on this
instruction subject to the safeguards assured by The Direct Debit Guarantee.
Signature ...........................................................................

Date ............................................
The National Sheep Association

The Sheep Centre • Malvern • Worcestershire WR13 6PH
Tel: 01684 892 661 • Fax: 01684 892 663
Email: membership@nationalsheep.org.uk
www.nationalsheep.org.uk

A company Limited by Guarantee.
Registered in England. Registration No 37818.
Registered charity in England and Wales (249255) and in Scotland (SC042853).
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First class British feeds
Giving ﬁrst class results
• 1st in class for fermentable energy boosts
rumen fermentation and nutrient supply
• 1st in class for sweet sugars drives higher
intake for more milk and faster lamb growth
• 1st in class for pellet quality for ﬂoor and
trough feeding
With high levels of energy, digestible ﬁbre and sugars – plus recognised
as highly palatable and a guaranteed non-GM British source –
beet
sugar beet feed is a truly ﬁrst class feed for ewes and growing lambs.
When it comes to digestible ﬁbre feeds,
beet is the clear winner –
1st in class.

delivering you growth

For more information telephone: 01733 422214 or visit: www.tridentfeeds.co.uk

