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By Phil Stocker, NSA
In 2010 Sir John Beddington, the 
then UK Government Chief Scientific 
Adviser, warned of the perfect storm 
of population growth, climate change 
and resource availability. He outlined 
how food shortages, water scarcity and 
insufficient energy resources would lead 
to public unrest, cross-border conflicts 
and mass migration.

This global risk has not gone away, 
but another perfect storm is brewing that 
could impact the UK sheep sector even 
more directly. If we are not careful, we 
are facing the loss of viable EU market 
access, slower than predicted creation of 
new trade deals that are in our interest, 
potential creation of trade deals bringing 
more imported lamb to our shores, a 
continuing low-cost food policy in the 
UK (conflicting with higher production 
standards), and a reduction of public 
funds for UK farming.

Structural change
If all this was to happen, the result for 
the current structure of sheep farming 
in the UK could be dramatic. I smell 
a sense of familiarity with what has 
happened with other farming sectors 
over the decades. 

I don’t believe we will lose our more 
traditional breeds and land-related sheep 
farming methods - but they could be 
driven into a museum-like niche of High 
Nature Value farming. It would then be 
more for marginal novelty with a real 
disconnect between the production of 
food and our land.

There is absolutely nothing wrong 
with largescale efficient flocks using 
the most modern of genetics and 
grassland management. In fact, these 
should be welcomed and will lead the 
way in reducing costs per kilogram of 
lamb produced. But efficiency measures 
have to be more widely evaluated than 
they currently are, and the unintended 
consequences of change guarded 
against. For example, I don’t believe our 
industry in its widest sense wants to 
follow a model where enterprises have 

to become of such size and structure 
that they struggle to relate to the public, 
fail to attract British labour to run 
them, or make the smaller family farm 
redundant. Those to me are unintended 
consequences of chasing efficiency in 
pursuit of a cheap food culture.

To avoid this we need adequate 
market prices and we need to keep 
public money coming into farming, even 
though it should be targeted better and 
certainly needs clearer justification to 
the tax payer. Farming Minister George 
Eustice cannot be allowed to go back 
on his promises that as much, if not 
more, money will be made available to 
UK farming, nor that the Government will 
allow our industry to be sacrificed for 
greater economic gain in the City.

Explanations
There is only one way out of this and that 
is to prove and communicate our worth 
to MPs, policy makers, lobbyists and 
anyone with influence over our future. 
That is why I am spending so much time 
at the moment simply explaining, and 
explaining simply, what we risk if we 
allow the demise of our great industry – 
an industry that can and must be both 
efficient and traditional, productive and 
environmental, efficient and human 
scale. It’s why NSA feels a need to go 
back to basics and paint a picture, very 
simply, of what we want to achieve.

This is not about just protecting the 
status quo for the sake of it, and it’s not 
about ignoring the big steps and changes 
we need to take to be able to survive. 
But if we don’t know where we want to 
go then we haven’t a hope of getting 
there, and if we can’t explain what sort 
of future we want and why it makes 
sense then who else can?

More on Brexit on pages 18-19.
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The front page picture for this edition is 
taken by professional photograph Marcello 
Garbagnoli. It features purebred Texel ewes 
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send photographs of their own sheep for 
inclusion in the magazine. To supply a picture, 
use the contact details overleaf to ask NSA 
about photo specifications.
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Busy months ahead
Many of the themes discussed here will 
be part of debate and activity at five 
NSA sheep events this summer. All are 
previewed in this magazine and dates 
can be found at www.nationalsheep.org.
uk/events.

WORMS. WE’RE READY, ARE YOU?
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Abi Swaffield
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Helen Davies
Corporate Relations 
Sheep Farmer Advertising Sales
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Sheep Farmer Acting Editor
A period of NSA staff maternity leave is being 
covered by Rachael Porter as acting editor of 
Sheep Farmer. Rachael can be contacted via 
NSA Head Office.

Find us at www.nationalsheep.
org.uk. Follow us on  Twitter 
@natsheep and like us on   
Facebook/natsheep
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Cymru Wales
Llew Thomas
Regional Chairman
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Helen Davies
Regional Development Officer
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Eastern
Dan Phipps
Regional Chairman
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Jonathan Barber
Regional Manager
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Antony Spencer
Regional Chairman
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Hannah Park
Regional Secretary
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Eddie Eastham
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Regional Chairman
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Regional Chairman
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George Milne
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Central
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alastair.sneddon@bagshaws.
com

Anne Payne
Regional Manager
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News 
UpdateNSA Regions

NSA Supporters
NSA thanks the following companies for their sponsorship of NSA, which is invaluable 
in supporting the work we do on behalf of the sheep sector.

Gold Supporters

Auction Mart Supporters
NSA also thanks Livestock 
Auctioneers Association 
members who work 
with NSA to spread a 
membership recruitment 
message to their clients.
• Aled Ellis
• Bagshaws
• Barbers Auctions
• Bryncir Auctions
• Craven Cattle Marts
• Evans Bros
• Exmoor Farmers
• Farmers Marts (RG Jones)
• Hexham and Northern Marts
• McCartneys Auctioneers
• Melton Mowbray Market
• Morgan Evans & Co
• Nock Deighton Agricultural
• Penrith and District Farmers Mart
• RG and RB Williams
• Richardson & Smith
• Rugby Farmers Mart
• Southern Counties Auctioneers
• Stags Livestock Market
• Stanfords
• Voyce Pullin Markets

• Agrimin
• Assured Food Standards
• Bimeda Animal Health
• Ceva Animal Health
• Craven Cattle Marts

• Euro Quality Lambs
• Farming Connect
• Humber Palmers
• McGregor Polytunnels
• Morlands Sheepskin
• Pinstone Communications
• Randall Parker Foods

• Rappa
• SAC Consulting
• SAI Global
• Sell My Livestock
• SW Asset Protection
• TGM
• Welshpool Market

Supporters

Two new chairmen 
With all the NSA regions now having held 
their Annual Members Meetings, two new 
regional chairmen have been elected.

Eddie Eastham of Longburgh, Carlisle 
(pictured left), takes the reins in NSA 
Northern Region, while John Fyall of 
Newmacher, Aberdeenshire (pictured 
right), has been elected to the post in 
NSA Scottish Region. Both are excited 
about their new roles and have NSA 
North Sheep and NSA Highland Sheep to 
look forward to in the coming months.

More detail is provided in the regional 
reports in this magazine – and thanks 
go to Greg Dalton for his hard work 
during his two-year term in NSA Northern 
Region, and Sybil Macpherson for her 
impressive two two-year terms in NSA 
Scottish Region.

Meet Eddie Eastham on pages 20-21.

Staff changes at HQ 
NSA has welcomed two new members of 
staff at Head Office, the first being Abi 
Swaffield (pictured left), our new NSA 
Membership Recruitment Officer. 

Abi is filling what was a vacant 
position with huge amounts of 
enthusiasm and is already getting 

her teeth into various promotions 
and activities ahead of a busy 
summer of NSA events and 
agricultural shows. Abi is a 
recent Harper Adams University 
graduate and, outside of work, 
an active member of her local 

YFC and a keen horsewoman.

The second new recruit is part of a 
reshuffle in the NSA communications 
team to cover for a period of maternity 
leave for Joanne Briggs, NSA 
Communications Manager. The change 
sees existing staff member Hannah Park 
step up to lead the communications 
team, joined by Katie James (pictured 
next to Abi) as NSA Communications 
Support Officer. Outside of work, Katie 
enjoys spending time with her young 
family and working with their small flock 
of pedigree Ryeland sheep, attending 
local agricultural shows and events.

Contact details for all staff members 
are in the panel on page 2.

Contact details
With so much information to share 
around Brexit and other policy topics, as 
well as many NSA events planned for the 
summer months, it’s never been more 
important for us to have correct contact 
details for members.

As well as posting Sheep Farmer, 
we send the NSA Weekly Email Update 
and other messages via email, and 
occasional text reminders to members’ 
mobile phones. If you think we do not 
have your correct address, email and/
or mobile phone number, please contact 
NSA Head Office or register your details 
via the NSA website.

Award for NSA Chief Executive
We are delighted to announce that Chief 
Executive Phil Stocker has been made 
an Associate of the Royal Agricultural 
Societies (ARAgS) in recognition of 
his work with NSA to communicate 
key topics to sheep farmers and raise 
the profile of the sector outside of 
agriculture.

Phil is pictured in the House of Lords 
being presented with the outstanding 
contribution award by Rosie Carne, 
Chairman of the Council for the Awards 
of the Royal Agricultural Societies 
(CARAS). On joining 350 Associates 
and 800 Fellows of CARAS, Phil says: 
“I feel honoured to receive an award 

that brings me within the company of so 
many creative, successful and forward-
thinking people.”

Please share 
your views
NSA acknowledges it is a busy time 
of year to add a job to sheep farmers’ 
to-do lists, but we are involved in two 
important areas of work and need to 
seek the views of our members via 
short, online questionnaires.

The first is our annual survey on 
the topic of sheep worrying by dogs, 
which provides vital information for 
NSA to raise the profile of the problem 
with the press and media. The survey 
will track changes since the previous 
survey and capture new information. 
Please complete the questions 
at www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
NSAsheepworrying17 and find out 
more on page 16.

The second is an APHA-led survey 
about Schmallenberg to try and fill in 
some of the gaps in our knowledge 
about the spread of the disease 
and its full affect. NSA encourages 
members to share their experiences, 
including if you’ve seen no sign of the 
disease, as it is as important to know 
about the disease-free flocks as those 
that have been unfortunate enough to 
be hit. Complete the survey at www.
surveymonkey.co.uk/r/S5RGKS9 and 
find out more on page 30.



NSA Scottish Region
By George Milne, Development Officer

We held our Annual 
Regional Members 
Meeting in February, 
followed by a dinner 
at Airth Castle, 
Stirlingshire. With a large 

turnout of members and breed society 
representatives, John Fyall was elected as 
the new NSA Scottish Region Chairman, 
with Sybil Macpherson retiring from the 
position having completed two two-year terms.

Kathy Peebles was elected as Vice Chairman with Aileen 
McFadzean joining Sybil to make up our two regional Trustees 
on the NSA Management Board. Maimie Paterson continues 
as Treasurer and Hamish Waugh in his roles as NSA Scottish 
Region representative on the NSA UK Policy & Technical and 
NSA Finance & General Purpose committees. Janet Hill, Jamie 
Laurie, Michael Ritch and Robert McTurk were proposed and 
seconded to join the committee.  

Busy year
Sybil gave a comprehensive report on the year’s activities, 
which I added to with detail on the policy work being carried 
out on behalf of the Scottish membership, ranging from activity 
around Brexit to current poor lamb prices.

An enjoyable dinner saw 70 members and guests served 
legs of Scotch Lamb, kindly donated by Scotbeef. This proved 
to be a highlight of the night, with the lamb carved at the 
tables by selected guests competing to show off their skills. 
George Purves showed his talent to best advantage and was 

NSA Cymru/Wales Region
By Helen Davies, Development Officer

We held our Annual Regional 
Members Meeting in February, 
where all office holders stayed 
in place. This gave us plenty 
of time for some terrific speakers after the 
main meeting, which left members and guests 

feeling upbeat, despite worries over Brexit.
The importance of the Nuffield Farming Scholarship scheme 

was underlined, as two of our speakers were recent scholars 
back from their world travels. Aled Rhys Jones, Royal Welsh 
Agricultural Society Assistant Chief Executive, used his 
trip to study the future of agricultural societies and shows, 
while Aled Davies focused on alternatives to antibiotics in 
agriculture. Alex explained he had set up a new company 
in Carmarthenshire following visits to European, Northern 
American and Pacific Rim countries, based on a new approach 
to reducing antibiotic use on farm.

Jacob Anthony, an NSA Next Generation Ambassador 
from Bridgend, gave an inspirational address sharing his 
enthusiasm for the industry. He is already proving himself 
as an asset to NSA and the sheep industry following the 
12-month NSA programme. 

Light lambs
Recent meetings that NSA Cymru/Wales Region has been 
involved in include one with Meat & Livestock New Zealand, 
which appears to share our concerns regarding Brexit, and 
a welcome opportunity to be part of a new cross-industry 
group to discuss the challenges faced by those producing light 
lamb. There are a number of factors affecting the light lamb 
trade and we look forward to working within the task and finish 
group to try to increase consumption at home and abroad.

Our next regional meeting will be on Wednesday 19th April, 
when the final preparations will be put in place for NSA Welsh 
Sheep, together with discussions on a proposed new NSA 
building on the Royal Welsh Showground.

NSA Welsh Sheep will be on Tuesday 16th May – a day 
not to miss in your 2017 farming calendar – details at www.
welshsheep.org.uk. We will be holding a show and sale for 
hoggs/yearling ewes again, so get your entries in before 
Friday 28th April. Also remember NSA Welsh Sheep is free for 
members to attend and, if you bring a friend to sign up to NSA 
on the day, you can both go into a draw to win a weigh crate.

Immediately after NSA Welsh Sheep, we will have a 
presence at the Small Holders Festival at the Royal Welsh 
Showground on 20th-21st May. Please come along to the stand 
to find out more about we what we do as an organisation. 

NSA Northern Ireland Region
By Edward Adamson, Development Officer

Whether lambing is finished, still 
in progress or yet to start, winter has been 
kind to us in Northern Ireland, apart from 
some areas needing chance to dry up a bit. 

Records show we’ve had the driest winter in 
more than five decades with conditions being 

milder and slightly duller than average. Ewes have benefited 
and come through winter in good condition with good covers of 
grass on rested pastures.

NSA had a presence at a sheep conference organised by 
Parklands Veterinary Group in Cookstown, County Tyrone, 
where approximately 120 farmers were present. The most 
alarming statement made by practice partner Patrick Grant 
was that up to 70% of flocks could be infected to some degree 
with Jaagsiekte disease. Also known as ovine pulmonary 
adenocarcinoma (OPA), it is caused by a retrovirus that leads 
to abnormal or cancerous growths in the lungs. If anyone 
has problems with pneumonia do not rule out Jaagsiekte; 
get a diagnosis and be aware that culling is the only option if 
disease is found.

Other subjects covered were mastitis and the need for 
proper health recording to allow identification of problems. 
Patrick urged farmers not to just put a dead lamb in a bag and 
forget about it, but to think of it as a £50 loss and ask why 
was it dead and what could be done to avoid it happening in 
the future.

Cheap food
Onto Brexit, a familiar topic for MP and keen Brexiteer Owen 
Paterson, who is both a former Defra Minister and former 
Northern Ireland Minister. He used his spot as guest speaker 
at the NIMEA dinner in County Down to share his view of the 
UK being outside the EU common market but as a leader in 
free trade, with deals done across the globe to remove tariff 
barriers to give British consumers access to cheap food and 
British exporters wide-ranging access to various markets. He 
believes free trade will lower food prices, benefiting British 
consumers by £8bn per year or £305 per household, while 
also removing the need for taxpayers to contribute to any form 
of production or food-based subsidy going to farmers.

In Paterson’s world, British agriculture may not survive yet 
British consumers would still be fed – but how can Britain be 
great if it has not got the ability to feed its own people when 
unrest throughout the world continues?
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NSA Cymru/Wales Region is part of a new cross-industry group 
tasked with finding solutions to lack of demand for light lambs.

Sheep farmers Abagail Scullion and Don Holland (centre 
and right) speaking to Edward Adamson, NSA NI Region 
Development Officer, at the veterinary sheep conference.

named number one carver on the evening.
Our guest speaker was Justin McCarthy from the Irish 

farmers Journal, whose talk based around Brexit was certainly 
thought-provoking. This was followed by presentations from 
NSA Next Generation Ambassadors Michael Ritch and Jamie 
Laurie, both NSA Scottish Region members who took part in 
the programme in 2016. A charity raffle raised £720 and the 
evening concluded with a presentation to Sybil of a shepherds 
crook and crystal plaque for her dedication and hard work 
during her term as chairman.

A committee meeting in March covered a large amount of 
policy work, including current and future LFASS payments, 
Brexit, BSE negligible risk status for Scotland, and greenhouse 
gas emissions, sheep diseases and climate change. These are 
likely to be on going issues for this year and beyond and will 
keep NSA Scottish Region busy representing members’ views 
and opinions.

Selected guests at the NSA Scottish Region Annual Dinner 
competed to show off their carving skills on legs of lamb 
generously donated by Scotbeef.



Award for services to the sheep 
industry in Northern England, having 
been nominated by the Herdwick Sheep 
Breeders Association. 

Following the formal part of the 
meeting, the room was entertained and 
educated by Jean Pierre-Garnier from 
AHDB with regards to exports and Brexit. 
Joanne Briggs, NSA Communications 
Manager, gave an update on NSA’s 
current work and Hannah Jackson, an 
NSA Next Generation Ambassador, 
told the room how the initiative had 
helped her progress her career in sheep 
farming. Thank you to all our speakers 
and guests.

It is all systems go now for NSA 
North Sheep, to be held on Wednesday 
7th June at Tow Law, County Durham 
(just off the A68). If you are interested 
in exhibiting at the event, either as a 
sponsor or with a stand, please contact 
me as there are still some limited 
spaces available – contact details on 
page 2. All are welcome so please do 
come and support the event. The gates 
will be open 9am-5pm with plenty to see 
and do – details at www.northsheep.org.
uk.

South East
By Bob Blanden, 
Manager
NSA South East 
Region had a 
successful Annual Members Meeting in 
Hampshire in February. Nigel Durnford, 
our Treasurer, was elected as Vice 
Chairman and replaces Tim Armour who 
has ably supported various Chairmen 
over the years, for which we have been 
most grateful.

The official business was followed by 
a presentation on NSA activity from staff 
member Joanne Briggs and updates from 
Harry Frederick and Alex Olphert, two 
NSA Next Generation Ambassadors from 
our region. This was followed by a very 
interesting talk on the Ram Compare 
project from AHDB’s Steve West and 

local farmer Ian 
Robertson, who is 
one of six flocks 
participating.

We are aware 
of concern within 
the region since 
the VI Centre at 
Winchester closed 
but, as seen on an 
NSA visit, we now 
have outstanding 
pathology and post 
mortem facilities at 
Surrey University. 
Funding for the 
APHA free carcase 
collection service 
has been extended 
so, if you are 
experiencing a problem that requires 
further investigation, discuss this with 
your vets as they can make the referral 
as part of APHA’s subsidised disease 
and surveillance role. 

The regional committee will be 
meeting in early May to decide what to 
put on for members during the rest of 
the year. If you have any ideas please 
contact me – details on page two. We 
will be having a stand at Heathfield 
Show, East Sussex, where we will be 
pleased to see and talk with members 
and potential new members. We hope to 
see you there. 

South West
By Alan Derryman, 
Chairman
We were lucky 
enough to have three 
guest speakers at our Annual Regional 
Members Meeting back in February. 
Presentations began with NSA Next 
Generation Ambassador Olly Matthews, 
who gave an excellent presentation 
about his experiences on the programme 
and how he has applied some of what he 
learnt to his own farm. We wish Howard 
Tratt and Alex Egan the best of luck as 

they embark on the same programme 
this year.

Phil Stocker, NSA Chief Executive, 
gave us a detailed presentation about 
how the sheep industry needs to 
look ahead as we embark on the next 
stage of Brexit. These will no doubt 
be unknown, turbulent times but Phil 
stressed the importance of getting our 
message about the key benefits of the 
sheep industry to ministers.

Some may remember some time 
ago when NSA, NFU and NBA called 
Red Tractor for a public meeting after 
concerns about its plans to introduce 
a number of changes to the assurance 
scheme. A vociferous meeting was 
held at Cullompton, Devon, so it was 
interesting, two years later, to have the 
new RTA Beef & Lamb Chairman Alistair 
Mackintosh at our Annual Members 
Meeting to update us and present Red 
Tractor’s future vision for the assurance 
scheme. Alastair’s presentation was 
clear and insightful and his approach 
open and fair, despite a grilling during 
the Q&A session.

We look forward to seeing you at the 
NSA stand at Devon County Show on 
18th-20th May. Do pop over and say hello. 

Central
By Anne Payne, Manager
In February our Annual 
Regional Members 
Meeting confirmed the appointment 
of Alastair Sneddon as Chairman, who 
took up this position last year after the 
resignation of Richard Wheeldon mid-
term in June. 

This was followed by a comprehensive 
update on NSA activity from Joanne 
Briggs, NSA Communications Manager, 
and a hearty Lancashire hotpot – made 
with British mutton of course.

The discussions in December with 
Derbyshire Police Force, reported in my 
February/March Sheep Farmer report, 
culminated in establishing a new Rural 
Crime Team which was launched in 
March at Bakewell Market, Derbyshire. 
As well as investigating thefts and 
livestock rustling, the team will link with 
specialist wildlife crime officers to focus 
on illegal off-roading, bird persecution 
and destruction of nests, and badger 
baiting. They are keen to advise local 
people on crime prevention as well as 
work with partner agencies, including 
farming organisations.

Chris Lewis, resident vet on our 
committee, says the number of 
Schmallenberg cases appears to be 
fading, and is encouraging farmers to 
make use of APHA’s surveillance testing 
through your vet, so the true extent 
of cases is known – see page 30. He 
also reminds us to keep monitoring 
nematodirus risk, especially after the 
spring like weather we have experienced 
of late – see page 24.  

Eastern
By Jonathan Barber, 
Manager 
Lambing is in full swing 
in NSA Eastern Region – but is not 
stopping planning for our summer 
events. Our third NSA Next Generation 
event at Goldolphin Stud, Newmarket, 
Suffolk, on Saturday 10th June promises 
to be bigger and more exciting for all 
younger people interested and involved 
in the sheep sector.

We will be putting on a wider range of 
practical demonstrations for visitors to 
view and incorporating the region’s NSA 
Next Generation Shepherds Competition. 
The day is open to all members and 
friends and the Goldolphin Stud will run 
a farm walk around its high-performing 
commercial sheep flock plus a chance to 
see the thoroughbred mares and foals – 
details on page 40.

We are delighted to have been invited 

by George Thompson Farms to visit 
its commercial sheep flock on Friday 
19th May at the Grove, Holbeach Hurn, 
Lincolnshire. This is a new area for our 
farm walk so we hope to see many new 
faces and would welcome members and 
friends from neighbouring regions.

Our two regional ram sales will be 
on Friday 25th August at Rugby Farmers 
Mart, Warwickshire, and Friday 15th 
September at Melton Mowbray Market, 
Leicestershire. Both provide excellent 
venues for vendors and for buyers to 
purchase inspected, top quality stock 
and support NSA. Previous vendors will 
be sent entry forms by email. 

More information on all upcoming 
NSA events at www.nationalsheep.org.
uk/events.

Marches
By Antony Spencer, Chairman 
What a difference a bit of sun 
makes. It has been glorious 
here the last few days and there is a 
real feeling of spring in the air. 

All the sheep are back home off 
turnips and the remaining finishing hoggs 
have gone onto ad lib hoppers after they 
were started on troughs and the 3in1 
feeder I was lucky enough to win in an 
NSA draw a few years ago.

Talking to various friends and 
neighbours, lambing reports are looking 
good with most people getting the 
majority of lambs coming in a very tight 

window. The weather seems to be on our 
side so far, so here’s hoping it continues 
into April.

I would like to thank our outgoing 
regional chairman Kevin Harrison for 
all his hard work. I know I have got 
some big boots to fill. I chaired my first 
regional meeting last month, where 
one of the main things was planning 
our NSA Next Generation Shepherds 
Training Day at Carswalls Farm, Newent, 
Gloucestershire, on Sunday 14th May. 
This will be a great opportunity for young 
shepherds from around our region to get 
together, hone their skills and maybe 
learn some new ones too. All who come 
along will be made very welcome and 
experience should not be a barrier. 
Please come and support us or pass 
the word to anyone you think may be 
interested – details on page 40.

Northern
By Heather Stoney-
Grayshon, Manger
Our Annual 
Regional Member’ 
meeting in February 
saw Eddie Eastham of Carlisle elected 
as our new chairman. Thomas Carrick 
from Alston, Cumbria, was proposed in 
as Vice Chairman and Ted Ogden from 
Skipton, North Yorkshire, now holds 
position as Treasurer.

Derick and Jean Wilson from Penrith, 
Cumbria, were awarded the T.I. Allinson 
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NSA reports – English regions
Recognising outstanding contribution

Greg Dalton, retiring NSA Northern Region Chairman (right), joins Will Rawlings of 
the Herdwick Sheep Breeders Association (left) to present Derick and Jean Wilson 
with the T.I. Allison Memorial Award for outstanding contribution to the sheep 
industry in Northern England.

Tackling rural crime

Police Commissioner Hardyal Dhindsa (front of picture) is 
joined by NSA Central Region Chairman Alastair Sneddon 
(centre back) to launch the Derbyshire Rural Crime Team.
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Compact 
Versatility

NEW 2013 RTV400 / 500
The best all terrain utility vehicle just got smaller 
in two robust, responsive and affordable packages.

With two high performance models to choose from, either a 15.8HP 

liquid-cooled or a 16HP air-cooled EFI petrol engine version. 

These compact RTVs deliver outstanding durability and reliability 

offering chokeless quick cold starts and selectable 4WD - ideal for 

livestock, amenity or country pursuits. 

Both RTV’s feature Kubota’s innovative transmission for ultimate 

control and safety on hill descents and are powerful and rugged 

enough to handle any terrain or any task, all day, every day.

For further information or to fi nd your local dealer:        

www.kubota.co.uk  
Tel: ����� ��� ���

 
+ Conditions apply to 2nd year 

- see dealer for details.
* Terms and Conditions apply. 

See the Kubota website or dealer for details.

NEW ���� 
RTV���Ci 
& RTV���

NEW ���� 
i

& RTV���

SPECIAL OFFER ACROSS ENTIRE RTV RANGE

NSA SHEEP 2013 AD 134x182mm S1.indd   1 12/06/2013   15:27

www.fearing.co.uk01604 881 491

Direct to livestock farmers and smallholders

Prices exclude VAT and postage. Prices correct at time of print. 
We reserve the right to change prices. E&OE. Fearing Ltd

Contains:
•  Lamb Colostrum Feeder
•  Castration Ring Pliers 

comes with 100 rings
• Navel Clamps (Bag 50)
• Lambing Rope
• Iodine 10% 500ml
• 88cm Gloves (Bag 100)

•  Super Lube Thick Clear 
Gel 500ml

• Teat Dipper Standard
•  Lamb Volostrum 2 x 50g 

Sachets
• Digital Thermometer
• Pocket Notebook

NEW BREEDING EID COMBO SHEEP TAG RANGE

NEW IMPROVED LAMBING 
ESSENTIALS BOX

Combo R Combo A Combo L

FREE PLIERS WITH YOUR 
FIRST ORDER

from
90p

£59.99
CODE: BR04100

EX VAT

SFnovdec13p.indd   23 1/11/13   12:27:56



Protect us from Coccidiosis
The only anticoccidial drench licensed  
for dairy calves, beef calves and lambs.

– With no environmental restrictions on use
– Allows the development of natural immunity1,2

– Indoors or out
– Any weight and age

1 Agneessens et al. Build up of immunity after Diciazuril treatment  
 in calves. Poster at World Buiatrics Congress, France October 2006
2 Cieslicki M, Diclazuril (Vecoxan®), ein neues produkt zur metaphylaxe  
 und therapie der kokzidiose des schafes, Tierärztl Prax 2001; 29(G): 73–77Fo
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The backdrop to NSA Welsh Sheep 2017 will be the 
uncertainty facing the sheep sector, farming in general and 
the UK economy in a period of challenge and uncertainty.

The event will bring together farmers, suppliers, markets, 
processors, customers and policy experts in one location and, 
with Brexit negotiations upon 
us, it is now more than ever that 
farmers need to pull together to 
achieve the best outcome. The 
150 stands and organisations 
attending will also offer plenty 
of good ideas and information 
on products and breeds. Each 
will help to answer some of 
the questions regarding future 
direction.

The splendid setting for 
NSA Welsh Sheep at Llwyn 
Bedw Farm, Talybont-on-Usk, 
comprises a traditional hill farm 
rented from Dwr Cymru/Welsh 
Water. Substantial planning and 
investment carried out by the 
Williams family over the years has delivered an efficient farming 
system, fit for the considerable challenges of the 21st century. 
A tractor and trailer tour running through the day will take in 
various points of interest, including the sheepdog trials. It will 
mean visitors are afforded the very best of the spectacular 
views over one of the biggest reservoirs in South Wales in the 
heart of the Brecon Beacons. 

Family farm
It is the home of Stephen and Lisa Williams and son Luke, 
who at 21 is the fifth generation of the family to farm at Llwyn 
Bedw. He has recently returned home after spending a year on 
a sheep station near Melbourne, Australia. Stephen’s father 
Godfrey is also still heavily involved, having been born in the 
year that Talybont-on-Usk was flooded, when his grandfather 
was allocated what remained of the farms in the valley after 
losing his own to the reservoir.

The farm comprises 1,000 acres under fence plus hill 
rights on 3,000 acres of Buckland Common, stretching from 
Aber village to Torpantau. The sheep comprise 3,000 hefted 

Talybont-type breeding ewes (Welsh cross Cheviot) and a 
downland flock of Charollais cross Talybont type ewes.

The family are passionate supporters of the livestock trade, 
with the Charollais cross lambs selling at Talyont-on-Usk or 
Brecon Market from the end of July at 30-32kg liveweight, and 

the hill lambs from the end of 
August until late November. Any 
slower finishing lambs are sold at 
Christmas in Penderyn.

The closed flock system 
involves the family breeding all 
their own rams, keeping 60 or so 
each year. The Talybonts are a 
hefted flock, kept separate and 
put to a Charollais ram. Their ewe 
lambs are kept as replacement 
Charollais cross ewes, which then 
go to a Texel to produce for the 
early market.

Stephen is keen to 
demonstrate the part farmers play 
in creating and conserving the 
National Park to the public. He 

feels sheep are the best conservation tool and farmers are the 
natural custodians of the valley. For Godfrey it’s an opportunity 
to take pride in the part he has played in taking the farm 
forward. 

Considering options for the future 
at action-packed NSA Welsh Sheep

Llwyn Bedw Farm overlooks one of the biggest reservoirs 
in South Wales.

Seminar programme
11am - Brexit update
Speakers: NSA Chairman Samuel Wharry, Prys Morgan of 
HCC and Andrew Slade of Welsh Government.

12.30pm - Future models for public money into farming 
Speakers: NSA Chief Executive Phil Stocker, Julia Aglionby of 
the Upland Alliance and Foundation for Common Land, and 
local farmer Ben Hollins.

2pm - Antibiotic resistance – responding to the challenge
Speakers: Sheep specialist Kate Hovers, Gethin Davies of 
Farming Connect and local farmer Arwyn Jones.

Workshop programme
Repeated through the day will be two interactive workshops, 
MSD Animal Health on planning for a healthy flock and 
Woodland Trust on how trees can benefit sheep farms. The 
event programme is subject to change.
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Sheep farmers from the Scottish Highlands and Islands and 
further afield will be beating a path to Kinnahaird Farm, 
Contin, Strathpeffer, Ross-shire, on Wednesday 31st May for 
NSA Highland Sheep 2017.

The event is being hosted by Dorothy Clark and daughter 
Amy Grant and is the third of what has become a biennial 
event in one of the most important sheep areas of Scotland. 
Sheep is the mainstay on most farms in the area, where 
the magnificent mountain landscape belies the challenge of 
making a living from a rugged, unforgiving terrain, all of which 
is officially classified by the EU as less favored and a fickle 
climate.

The event will include a farm 
tour, demonstrations, competitions, 
seminars and much more, as well 
as opportunity to catch up with 
the latest political and technical 
industry developments at a time 
when the future has never been 
more uncertain.

Industry targets
NSA Highland Sheep 2015 was 
hosted by John Scott, who was 
one of several farmers and stakeholder groups, including NSA 
Scottish Region, involved in a report published last summer 
at the request of the Scottish Government. It suggested the 
industry had the potential to increase income by £26m by 
improving efficiency of production, marketing and processing.

It highlighted that consumption of lamb is abysmally low in 

Scotland at 2.5-3kg/person, half 
the UK average, and the profitability 
of sheep flocks varies widely, with 
the top third flocks typically selling 

25 more lambs per 100 ewes than the average and achieving 
a £20/head higher gross margin. An increase of only 1kg in 
per capita consumption would create a demand for an extra 
250,000 lambs a year.

Since the report and its 24-point action plan, there has 
been the Brexit decision and the proposal from the Scottish 
Government of another independence referendum – all of which 
will be a major focus of NSA Highland Sheep this year.

Top industry figures will address a range of issues in 
the seminar programme, from practical health and welfare 
problems facing sheep, to marketing and Brexit. The event 
has also attracted more than 80 commercial and educational 
stands and 25 sheep breeds and individual breeder stands. 

Farm tour
There will be a tour by tractor and trailer to see the host farm, 
which is working closely with major sponsor Harbro to improve 
the performance of the 400-strong flock of North Country 
Cheviot cross Texel and Texel cross ewes through improved 
genetics and nutrition. Other features of the action-packed 
programme will include grass seed trials and demonstrations 
on CT scanning, shearing and wool handling, wool spinning, 
sheep dressing, crook making, butchery and cookery. There 
will also be invitational sheepdog trials and stockjudging 
competitions, a farmers market and craft stalls. 

The day will host the Scottish finals of the NSA Next 
Generation Shepherd and Junior Shepherd Competitions, and 
will end with a show and sale of ewe hoggs that will be judged 
by Robert Paterson of Dunblane, Stirlingshire.

Proceedings will be officially opened by Joyce Campbell, who 
runs a flock of 780 Lairg-type North Country Cheviot ewes on 
her 5,600-acre hill farm in Sutherland. Joyce has become a 
doughty champion of the Scottish sheep industry, particularly 
on social media, since she became the first Scottish Sheep 
Farmer of the Year at AgriScot in 2015.

In addition to Harbro, mainline sponsors include Caltech 
Crystalyx, MSD Animal Health, BWMB, Dingwall & Highland 
Marts and Shearwell Data, with support from QMS. 

Plenty of industry topics up for 
discussion at NSA Highland Sheep

Having finished lambing 400 ewes 
(left), the team at Kinnahaird 
farm (above) is looking forward to 
hosting NSA Highland Sheep.

2 0 1 7
sheep

 

Plans are in full swing for an exciting line-up of attractions at 
NSA North Sheep, to be held this year at West Shields Farm, 
Tow Law, County Durham, by kind permission of W.H. and J. 
Smith and Sons.

The event will provide a platform for knowledge sharing with 
various industry professionals, as well as highlight how the 
progressive, family-run partnership runs 1,350 commercial 
Mule and Texel ewes on the 900-acre traditional mixed farm. 
With farm tours running from 9.30am to 4pm on the day, 
visitors will have the opportunity to see for themselves how 
the family has maximised every opportunity to future-proof the 
business.

Through a number of informative seminars and workshops, 
NSA North Sheep will also be a hub for debate and discussion. 
A major new highlight will be the first ever Lamb Festival to 
celebrate the extremely high quality and diversity of British 
lamb. The aim of this interactive showcase, located in the 
main marquee, is to highlight what today’s consumers are 
looking for when they are buying lamb and the types of dishes 
they are choosing to cook. Alongside this will be a range 
of demonstrations including lamb dressing, butchery and 
barbequing, as well as on-farm topics linked to soil fertility and 
sheepdog handling.

Shepherding competition
Keen to support younger sheep farmers, the NSA Next 
Generation Shepherd competition will offer under 27 year 
olds the chance to demonstrate their shepherding skills. The 
competition is generously sponsored by Rumenco and Nettex, 
and undoubtedly all entrants will be hoping to take home a 
share of the £740 prize pot.

All visitors can enter the open stockjudging competition, run 
by Butsfield YFC and sponsored by JG Animal Health, and also 
watch the action of the team shearing team challenge.

With more than 180 trade stands from all sectors of the 
industry, NSA Northern Region is confident the event will 
showcase what exhibitors have to offer, demonstrate the latest 
industry developments and technology, and allow visitors to 
seek advice from industry professionals on ways to maximise 
the efficiency and profitability of their enterprises.

Heather Stoney-Grayshon, Event Organiser, says: “We have 
a fantastic schedule of events and competitions so there really 
is something for everyone. With so much uncertainly across 
the entire agricultural industry, it is more important than ever 
that farmers look to the future for opportunities to maximise 
the sustainability of their enterprise, and to support the next 
generation. The Smith family is a fantastic example of a 
productive, commercial sheep farming business that is looking 
to the future and grasping every opportunity.”

NSA North Sheep hosts give event 
a positive and commercial focus

Seminar programme
What happens when environmental schemes end?
Speaker: Andrew Entwhistle, George F. White Partner.

Balancing farming and the environment
Speakers: NSA Chief Executive Phil Stocker, Defra Head of 
Commons Access and Inland Waterways Margaret Read, and 
National Trust Rural Enterprise Director Partick Buff.

Sheep meat exports post-Brexit
Speakers: Rizvan Khalid of Euro Quality Lamb, AIMS 
Director Norman Bagley, and AHDB Beef & Lambs French 
Representative Remi Fourrier.

Next generation, next chapter
Speakers: NSA Next Generation Ambassadors

Workshop programme
Held through the day, workshops will demonstrate wool 
grading, footrot vaccinations, sheep scab biosecurity, and 
the genetic change in New Zealand sheep based on Sheep 
Improvement data.

Wednesday 7th June (9am-5pm) 
West Shields Farm, Tow Law,  

COUNTY DURHAM DL13 4HN 
By kind permission of WH & J Smith & Sons 

MAJOR SPONSORS 

Event Organiser Heather Stoney-Grayshon  
Email: heather@nationalsheep.org.uk 

Mobile: 079666 99930   

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 
SEMINARS 

With top name panellists. Come and ask that ques�on 
DEMONSTRATIONS & WORKSHOPS 

Want to know how to start training your dog?  
Or how to get sheep ready for show & sale?   

LAMB FESTIVAL 
Passionate about lamb? We are! Watch and taste with 
others who have passion for this quality Bri�sh product 

FARM TOUR 
Enjoy beau�ful surroundings while observing how the 

Smith family farm their commercial enterprise. 
BREED SOCIETY, BREEDER & TRADE STANDS 

View the hundreds of companies, check out what 
is new, what’s the best price, who’s who! 

COMPETITIONS 
Inc. Next Genera�on Shepherd 

Adults £12, Student & under FOC.  Free Car park & guide 

A Company Limited by Guarantee.  Registered in England.  Registra�on No 37818.   
Registered charity in England and Wales (249255) and in Scotland (SC042853) 

www.northsheep.org.uk 

The Smith family runs a commercial flock of mainly Mules, plus 
some Texels.
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NSA Sheep Northern Ireland
www.nationalsheep.org.uk/sheepni

Monday 3rd July 2017
Ballymena Livestock Mart, Woodside Road, Ballymena

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS
• Commercial sheep stockjudging 

competition
• Open fleece competition
• Sheep display
• Trade stands
• Seminars
• The Next Generation Young Shepherds 

Competition
• Working sheepdog and puppy sale

Further details from Edward Adamson on 07711 071290 
or edward.adamson1@gmail.com

A number of successful attractions will return to NSA Sheep 
Northern Ireland 2017, to be held in July at Ballymena 
Livestock Mart. 

These will include the popular sale of working sheepdogs 
and puppies, a BWMB-supported open fleece competition, 
and NSA Next Generation Shepherd competition. Under-27-
year-olds will certainly not want to missed the latter, with a 
top cash prize of £300 and the chance to represent Northern 
Ireland at national and international level for two years, with all 
expenses paid trips to compete.

One of the main draws to the event is always the display of 
sheep by various breed societies and clubs. Visitors will have 
the opportunity to see and compare a wide range, suitable 
for both hill and lowland production, while an excellent entry 
of trade stands will bring together examples of just about 
everything the sheep farmer could need. 

Topical seminars will take place through the day on sheep 
health, soil management, grass utilisation and unknowns 
associated with leaving the EU. Alongside this will be hands-on 
sessions, as an extension to the market since NSA Sheep NI 
2015 will allow for more of these during the day. 

Edward Adamson, 
Event Organiser, says: 
“All in all, a day not to 
be missed by sheep 
farmers, their families 
or anyone interested 
in sheep farming.”

More information 
at www.nationalsheep.
org.uk/sheepni.

Packed line-up in NI

I Workshops I Trade & Breed Society Stands
I Competitions I Auctioneering Competition
I Demonstrations I Fleece Competitions
I Sheepdog Sale 
I Shepherd of the Future - £1,000 prize fund

I Student Shepherd of the Future - £500 prize fund

No Dogs on Site except Assistance dogs & those entered in the sale.
Admission - £12 Non NSA Members. 
NSA Members - Free on production of card & subject to conditions. 
YFC members/Students £6 with current card.  
Under 16 - Free.
Further information from Sue Martyn.  
Tel: 01409 271385.  Mob: 07967 512660. 
Email: suem@nationalsheep.org.uk
Registered Charity in England & Wales (249255) and in Scotland (SCO42853).

Sheep South West 
2017

Organised by NSA South West Region

Tuesday 20th June  9.30am - 5pm
By kind permission of David & Janet Disney

Ayshford, Westleigh, Tiverton.  EX16 7HL

National Sheep Association

Major Sponsors

NSA SW Advert 129 x 88.indd   1 14/2/17   09:41:11

David and Janet Disney’s farm at Ayshford, Westleigh, 
Tiverton, will be the perfect site for NSA Sheep South West, 
situated at junction 27 of the M5 in Devon and an hour from 
Bristol airport.

The organising committee (pictured) is planning to repeat 
the success of the inaugural Gift of the Gavel competition from 
2015, with aspiring auctioneers selling real consignments during 
the final, judged by Kivells sheep auctioneer Russell Steer. All 
monies raised will go to the Farming Community Network.

Anyone aged under 27 can also showcase their sheep 
farming skills in the NSA Next Generation Shepherd competition, 
the winner of which will go through to represent the region at 
NSA Sheep 2018. The sheepdog sale will return, where bids 
reached £2,500 two years ago.

This year will see a greater emphasis on practical workshops 
and demonstrations, a highlight of which is sure to be the sheep 
handling workshop where visitors will wear glasses to provide a 
sheep’s visual perspective. Blade and machine shearing demos 
will also take place through the day.

 Major sponsors are Shearwell Data, and Waitrose in 
partnership with Dalehead Foods and Jaspers. BWMB, Ceva 
Animal Health, MSD 
Animal Health and Mole 
Valley Farmers are 
mainline sponsors.

Visit www.
sheepsouthwest.org.uk 
for national and regional 
sponsors, plus more 
event details.

All set for Sheep SW
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Since beginning its annual prize draw giveaway five years 
ago, NSA has given away some fantastic prizes to members 
all over the UK.

The impressive list includes one Rappa sheep handling 
system, six 3in1 Advantage Feeders, 12 Shearwell EID stick 

readers and 18 vouchers for CoxAgri/Ritchey, FEKPACG2 and JG 
Animal Health.

Here we talk to two members who, in common with other 
winners, never thought it would be their name to be drawn from 
the hat.

NSA has four IAE mechanical lamb 
weigh crates to give away this year, 
with the first prize draw planned for 
later this month.

New members will automatically be 
entered into the draw when signing up 
to become a member, but existing NSA 
members have even more chances to 
win. All you need to do to be in with an 
opportunity is recommend someone to 
join NSA. Be it a family member, friend 
or colleague, your get one entry per 
person who signs up, and there is no 
limit to the number of times your name 
goes in the hat. With four prize draws 
spaced through the year, the sooner you 

recommend someone the higher your 
chances of winning.

Each weigh crate is worth more than 
£550 and comes with front and rear 
gates, wheels and handles, as well as 
lugs to allow the unit to be incorporated 
within a handling system if required. 
Winners have the option to upgrade from 
a mechanical weigh-head to an electronic 
model at their own cost.

Terms and conditions at www.
nationalsheep.org.uk/draw.

Win a lamb weigh crate with NSA

Previous winners enjoy NSA prizes

Harry Frederick Tonbridge, Kent 
Young shepherd 
Harry Frederick 
wasted no time in 
putting his prize 
of a Shearwell 
EID stick reader in 
2015 to good use 
on his flock, made 
up mainly of North 
Country Mules and 
Suffolk Mules.

One year in, he 
decided to advance 
his kit further 
by trading in the 
stick reader for 
a stock recorder. 
He explains: “The piece of kit I have now has the function to 
pretty much record whatever you want, but I’ve found it works 
best if you focus on several areas you are looking to make 
improvements in. I use it a lot during lambing and I’m now 
breeding my own replacements, so it’s really useful to be able 
to monitor traits and performance.”

Harry says the recorder has also helped him keep track 
of costs more effectively, particularly in areas like vet spend, 
and adds that it has saved him considerable time when 
sorting large numbers of sheep.

He continues: “I built up my sheep enterprise from scratch 
so winning the prize was a fantastic boost and will continue to 
help me grow and improve my flock.”

Harry signed up to NSA in early 2015 when he was 
selected to be an NSA Next Generation Ambassador. He 
remains active in this role, including through being part of 
NSA South East Regional Committee. 

See page 41 for more about the NSA Next Generation 
Ambassadors selected in 2017.

Antony Spencer Lower Quinton, Warwickshire
It was during the 
2014 membership 
recruitment 
giveaway that 
Antony won a 3in1 
Advantage Feeder. 

Running a 
breeding flock of 
North Country 
Mules and finishing 
around 800 store 
lambs annually, 
he says the 3in1 
feeder fits into 
his system really 
well. This is 
mainly because 
of the ability to 
ration how much 
sheep can eat in 
one go. He explains: “I am always keen to try and cut feed 
costs, especially for finishing stores. The 3in1 feeder gave 
me the confidence to actually try it and now my rations are all 
predominantly made up of barley. Efficiency and profit go hand 
in hand, so if I’m getting my lambs to the same weight having 
spent less money on feed, then it’s a winner.”

He says: “This was the first thing I have ever won and I 
was adamant it was a wind up when I got the call to say it 
was me. Joining NSA has given me a chance to be part of a 
forward-thinking organisation that is solely about the future of 
the sheep industry, and I know it is a vital part of steering us 
forward.” 

Having signed up as a new member in early 2014, Antony 
wasted no time getting more involved with NSA and took over 
the role of NSA Marches Region Chairman in late 2016. 

Read his chairman’s update on page 6.

Antony received his prize from Robert 
Ball of Advantage Feeders in 2014.

Harry picked up his stick reader prize in 
early summer 2015.
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NSA Breed Forum 2017
It’s that time of year again when NSA-affiliated breed 
societies are invited to register to attend the annual NSA 
Breed Society Forum.

The one-day meeting, which combines an NSA update 
with important industry messages and a farm walk, moves 
around the country and is heading to NSA Central Region on 
Thursday 4th May. We will meet at 10am for a 10.30am start 
at the Cutting Room, St Mary’s Way, Melton Mowbray, LE13 
1YE. This venue is a short distance from the home of NSA 
member Charles Sercombe, who is generously hosting a farm 
walk to show us his pedigree breeding flocks and commercial 
enterprises. The farm walk will be in the afternoon, after a 
series of speakers in the morning and a complimentary lunch.

The forum is specifically designed to provide breed societies 
with important industry information and the opportunity to give 
NSA feedback, strengthening the vital relationship between us. 
Each affiliated society can register up to two people to attend 
at no cost.

Register online at www.nationalsheep.org.uk/events or 
contact NSA Head Office using the details on page 2. 

Dog worrying activity
NSA is urging members affected by sheep worrying by dogs 
to share their experiences via a short online survey.

All individual 
information will be 
kept anonymous 
but the combined 
results will be 
invaluable to 
NSA’s work to 
keep the subject 
fresh in the 
national, regional 
and local media. 
Each year that 
NSA has conducted the survey it has found a new angle to 
present to journalists, enabling the continuing problem to be 
presenting in newspapers, magazines and radio as a current 
affairs topic.

Last year’s survey focused on the human impact of dog 
attacks, finding 85% of affected farmers experienced stress 
and 46% were anxious about spending time away from their 
farm. This year the attention will be on positive and negative 
ways to influence dog owner behaviour, so we need your 
help to answer the questions and encourage other people to 
respond too.

NSA also continues to look for case studies and shocking 
dog attached images (like the one pictured) as these are also 
invaluable in our media work. 

Complete the survey at www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
NSAsheepworrying17, and volunteer to be a case study by 
contacting NSA using the details on page 2.

Early Builth Ram Sale
In the year when the NSA Wales & Border Main Ram Sale 
celebrates its 40th anniversary, thoughts are first turning 
to the Early Ram Sale to be held at the Royal Welsh 
Showground, Builth Wells, on Monday 7th August.

Executive Director Jane Smith says the early sale is well 
established as the place to come to for early lambing flocks 
wanting the pick of the rams ready for tupping. It traditionally 
sets the price for top quality, healthy, assured rams.

The online entry form is becoming a much valued feature 
of the new NSA Wales & Border Ram Sales website. It, 
together with the online catalogue and gallery of pictures, are 
designed to make the buying and selling process as smooth 
as possible. 

At last year’s NSA Wales & Border Early Ram Sale there 
was keen bidding on quality, strong sheep. The gross sale 
figure for the 390 sheep sold was £213,615, with the 

highest priced 
ram, a Texel 
shearling from 
Dewi Williams, 
G.P. Williams and 
Co, Abergele, 
selling to 
Michael James 
of Maes Mynis, 
Builth Wells, for 
3,350gns.

More at www.
nationalsheep.org.
uk/events/ram-
sales. 

Experts love mutton
By Bob Kennard, NSA Make More of Mutton Project Manager
More used to wine tastings, a meeting of the Guild of Food 
Writers in February was given over to an evening of tasting 
different types of mutton different types of mutton instead.

Despite thinking all sheep meat tastes pretty much the 
same, the experts found very real differences between the 
Black Welsh Mountain from South Wales, the Shetland from 
Berkshire and Easycare cross from Herefordshire. All three 
were certified to Pasture for Life standards, hung for up to four 
weeks and the loins cooked by acclaimed chef Christopher 
Trotter (pictured). The three farmers gave brief talks about 
their farming system and sheep, and this link between farmer, 
landscape and breed proved fascinating to the audience.

Various words were used by the experts, such as caramelly, 
nutty, velvety and liquorice-like, and they were impressed with 
what was, for many, their first experience of eating quality 
mutton. London chef Giancarlo Caldesi was so thrilled he 
wanted to include it on his menus immediately.

Interest in quality mutton is growing steadily, as consumers 
want quality food with a great story behind it. If done well, 
mutton has that in abundance. Worth trying as an enterprise?

Find more at www.makemoreofmutton.org.uk.
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Discussion and direction needed to shape future of UK sheep farming

It may remove some of the healthy 
competition in the marketplace, and 
there would need to be some structural 
changes, but given the turbulence we are 
likely to see it could be the better of two 
evils.

Three axes
Markets and trading options are 
absolutely essential for success but the 
base vision for the industry beneath 
that are the three inter-reliant axes of 
production (the sheep and the system), 
environment (because it is inextricably 
link to sheep farming), and people and 
communities (because future society and 
public wellbeing is an increasing priority).

Production: We must remain grass-
based and extensive in nature and 
encourage diversity that relates to the 
range of landscapes, entrepreneurism 
and independence. This, along with 
heightened attention to health and 
aspiration to be economically viable 
without ‘subsidies’, should bring 
optimum sustainability and industry 
image/protection.

Environment: Most of our valued 
landscapes have been carved by 
centuries of sheep farming and grazing, 
so the most sustainable way to maintain 
them is to continue to enable and 
encourage this within natural boundaries. 
The balance between productivity and 
environment will depend on the value 
of the landscape and environmental 
features, but environmental benefits 
and other public goods should be 
recognised, valued and rewarded as a 

‘product’ where quality is incentivised 
and encouraged to ensure business 
profitability.

People and communities: Diversity 
of sheep farm size and business 
structure brings a highly valuable human 
element to the industry and allows 
bright and professional young people 
entering the sector to aspire to run 
their own businesses. This is preferable 
to extreme efficiencies of scale that 
cannot attract British labour or business 
interests. For other rural residents 

and visitors, they need to continue to 
benefit from the cultural, economic 
and environmental results of quality 
sheep farming activity, and be willing to 
invest in the industry to secure ongoing 
benefits.

Future vision
At this stage there is far more detail 
missing than included, but the purpose 
is to stimulate discussion and set a 
framework for what we want to aim 
for. NSA is ideally placed for setting 
out such a vision, working with others 
on the urgent and necessary task of 
painting and justifying a blueprint to the 
policy makers and negotiators who hold 
our futures in their hands.

By Phil Stocker, NSA
I make no apology for the fact that 
much of the NSA’s position on Brexit is 
about preventing erosion of the sheep 
industry and maintaining current trade 
routes. 

But that does not mean we are 
solely calling for protection of the status 
quo – because while leaving the EU 
will bring unprecedented changes and 
challenges, it also brings a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to create something 
different. Or at least do a stocktake on 
where our industry is and where we want 
it to go, because if we’re going on this 
journey of change there is little point in 
working out our route unless we know 
where we’re heading and that is an 
appealing destination.

There is plenty that is good about 
sheep farming today and plenty that is 
not good, with the added complication 
that what’s good still doesn’t always 
work financially. We need to think about 
what is good, what is not good and what 
should be good but struggles to be so. 

Diversity
Like the NSA membership structure 
and like the world we live in, diversity 
within sheep farming is essential. I can 
understand why people think diversity 
of breeds, farm types and products is a 
weakness but we will not thrive with one 
blueprint. 

We are a premium and high value 
sector, and likely to be driven further 
in that direction, but we also need to 
maintain market share through volume 

of sales. So what other markets is our 
sheep meat and wool comparable to?

Vehicles: Purchasers make personal 
choices and have values, they work 
within budgets and have different uses 
in mind. Market segmentation exists and 
manufacturers cater for it and charge 
accordingly.

Alcohol: Gone are the days when 
beers were pale or stout and wine was 
red or white. Mainstream brewers and 
wine makers still deal in volume, but 
artisan beers and estate wines lead 
innovation and value added. The result is 
an increase in interest and value, and a 
decrease in extreme volumes consumed.

Bakery: We have seen the demise 

of the white sliced loaf and the rebirth 
of artisan bread, with artisan products 
not always the domain of the small 
backstreet baker. This rebirth has led to 
a real pride amongst those who make it.

What these other sectors show us is 
that the sheep industry should be more 
market orientated. I don’t think anyone 
would deny that, but does that mean we 
should accept what the market wants 
and make sure we hit the specs, or 
should it also mean we create market 
demand and steer it as far as we can 
rather than simply serve it? I believe the 
diversity and range of UK sheep meat 
options (from high quality, provenance 
and fifth quarter export markets, to UK 
supermarkets, butchers, farm shops, 
catering outlets and ethnic markets) 
serve the industry well and should be 
further developed.

Industry needs
For further development we need to be 
able to compete, be it through tariff-
free access to external markets or 
protection from lower standard products. 
We urgently need to increase domestic 
consumption through more suitable 
butchery techniques and connecting 
lamb and mutton to the healthy and 
ethical eating agenda, particularly within 
the younger age ranges.

We also need to look at production 
patterns. We export much the same 
volume of lamb each year as we 
import, to balance seasonality and 
carcase utilisation. But with 98% of 
those exports going to the EU and no 
guarantee of that market access in the 
future, would a lower risk approach be 
to increase self-sufficiency and seek to 
protect ourselves from cheaper imports? 

Production and environment management both result in tangible ‘goods’ that should 
be incentivised for quality and rewarded to ensure business viability. 

Member view: Ian McDougall
NSA member England/Wales border, 
originally from Australia
“Life for British sheep farmers beyond 
Brexit will be shaped by ‘known 
unknowns’, such as tariff-free access 
to the single market, the future for 
agricultural support payment, currency 
exchange rates and trade deals with 
red meat-producing countries.

“Accurately predicting the outcome of 
even one of these is virtually impossible 
and, if just one has an unfavourable 
outcome, the future of British sheep 
farming in its current form is truly 
threatened. Producers must prepare for 
volatility and uncertainty and become 
more self-reliant, more resilient and less 
dependent on non-market support. This 
begins with everyone understanding 
the true cost of production of lamb and 
considering the changes required to 
adapt, survive and thrive.

“Sheep farmers operating in 

Australia and New Zealand, where 
there is minimal protection, have 
evolved strategies to deal with 
volatility and uncertainty, understand 
production costs, are open minded 
to new management strategies and 
technologies, and continually strive for 
efficiencies. 

They focus on trying to improve what 
they have control over and mitigating the 
negative effects of factors out with their 
control.

“Even if the Brexit know unknowns 
come out in the favour of the British 
sheep industry (and lambs may fly) the 
wholesale education of understanding 
the true cost of production, the key 
performance indicators influencing it 
and how these might be favourably 
manipulated, would empower farmers 
to make more informed decisions 
leading to a healthier, more resilient and 
sustainable future. The clock is ticking.”

Member view: Jonny Farmer
NSA Next Generation Ambassador and 
self-employed shepherd in Co. Antrim
“I don’t believe a young farmer 
deserves financial support any more 
than a family farm or an older farmer, 
but no one deserves anything if they 
can’t prove they’re actively farming 
and doing it efficiently. 

“I currently get nothing at all for my 
own sheep business, but it’s what pays 
my wages on the farm I work on. The 
target on that farm is to break even 
without any subsidy but we’re only in 
our second lambing season so there’s a 
way to go yet.

“There has to be a financial incentive 
to farm and to farm well. You shouldn’t 
get something for cutting grass every 
year and selling it as silage. Those 
people aren’t defrauding the system but 
there are too many loopholes to exploit 
at the moment and that has to change. I 
wouldn’t want to see a return to the old 

headage payment system but there’s 
a case for financial support based on 
efficiency and flock size.

“Upland farms certainly need 
something to reward the activity they’re 
doing, but you can’t heap it all on those 
businesses and not the lowland guys, 
as the bottom line is that all sheep 
farmers need support if we don’t want 
to see two-thirds of them go out of 
business and the unintended knock-on 
effects of that.”

Domestic consumption could be boosted 
through butchery techniques and 
marketing messages.

Member view: John Fyall
NSA Scottish Region Chairman and 
Aberdeenshire farmer
“At this time of uncertainty, some 
are looking to New Zealand models 
in terms of efficiencies of both scale 
and technicality, and the Scottish 
Sheep Sector Review has given 
some practical suggestions for 
changes right through the supply 
chain.

“Some farms could be able to stand 
on their own feet, but we also have 
to acknowledge the large areas of 
Scotland where such comparisons are 
not viable and opportunities for change 
are limited. The logistics, the terrain 
involved, the different climate and the 
sheer physical labour needed to manage 
relatively few sheep over huge areas 
means those businesses will not 
survive without farm support until there 
is a significant change in market prices 
– a change that I cannot see politicians 

or consumers supporting.
“Policy makers have to decide what 

we want from these areas, because 
unless they pay to maintain them they 
will be overrun with rhododendron and 
bracken with very little environment 
benefit or social fabric. NSA Scottish 
Region will continue to make the case 
for the role of upland farms, and with 
85% of land classified as less favoured 
there is a lot at stake.”



with their son and daughter having 
pursued other careers, Eddie and Rona 
decided to leave Haweswater in 2012. 
This enabled the purchase of a smaller 
farm at Longburgh Fauld where North 
Country Cheviot sheep continue to play 
an important role. 

Eddie modestly says he doesn’t really 
class himself as a ‘proper farmer’ now, 
but goes on to explain he grazes 1,200 
sheep over the winter, bought in from 
local livestock markets, and also rears 
breeding females over the summer.

Current set-up
“We put everything out onto winter 
grazing, mainly on the same places we 
used to send sheep when we were at the 
hill farm,” Eddie explains. “Most are sold 
as prime lambs in the spring, but we 
keep 200 females over the summer to 
sell in the autumn as gimmer shearlings. 
We do keep a handful inside through the 
winter to finish too, fed mostly on a diet 

of home-grown haylage. We’ve massively 
reduced the need to feed concentrates 
after spending some time reseeding 
with ryegrass and red clover since we’ve 
been at Longburgh Fauld.” 

Eddie also continues to maintains a 
team of dogs suitable for hill work and 
helps some of his previous neighbours 
at gathering times around the Lake 
District.

Looking ahead to a future outside 
the EU, Eddie has clear views on how 
farm support, imports and exports and 
domestic demand for sheep meat will 
directly affect upland farmers. 

Good work
Specifically on farm support, Eddie says: 
“I presume and I hope farm support 
generally will be made available in 
appropriate areas to allow some of the 
good work going on at the moment to 
continue. Situations from farm to farm 
always vary, so common sense and 
farmer involvement from the outset 

would be the ideal approach.” 
Agriculture’s next generation is hugely 

important to Eddie too, because of how 
he built up his own career in agriculture. 
He says: “I am hugely supportive of 
NSA’s work in this area, particularly 
what the organisation does to help and 
support young people to get a foot on 
the ladder. I think that will be more 
important than ever after Brexit.

“I hope there will be opportunities, 
but getting hold of capital and land will 
always be difficult. At the end of the 
day determination is key. If you have 
that drive to keep going, that is half the 
battle won.”
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After decades of shepherding in the 
iconic Lake District landscape, Eddie 
Eastham knows the value farming in 
hill and upland areas brings to the 
economy.

It is an interest that developed from 
a young age, and one he has dedicated 
himself to from early beginnings helping 
out on neighbouring hill gathers where 
he grew up in Bowland, Lancashire. He 
progressed to running his own flock at 
Haweswater in the Lake District and, 
nowadays, finishing bought-in stock at 
Longburgh Fauld, Carlisle.

A longstanding involvement in 
NSA has also seen Eddie help out at 
numerous biennial NSA North Sheeps, 
and this year’s event will be his first 
as Regional Chairman after he took 
on the two-year post in February. He is 
also a valued part of the NSA English 
Committee and NSA UK Policy & 
Technical Committee, representing NSA 
Northern Region and upland farmers in 
the north respectively.

Early career
Remembering the origins of his career, 
Eddie says he was like any other aspiring 
shepherd, working hard to become 
established in his own right, even though 
this meant an initial move away from the 
hills to take on a livestock management 
role on a large estate near Penrith, 
Cumbria. It was here that he and wife 
Rona became involved with the Texel, not 
long after the breed’s initial importation 
into the UK.

“I just had a good feeling about them, 
I knew there was some potential there,” 
says Eddie. “Rona and I went to the first 
Texel sale at Lanark in the mid-1970s, 

where we bought five females and one 
ram and founded one of the first Texel 
flocks in Northern England. It was a 
gamble, but I think one that paid off.

“A few years later, when it became 
apparent MV had been imported into 
the UK, it became a requirement for all 
pedigree sheep to be accredited before 
being sold at society sales. My farming 
situation at this time made isolating the 
flock difficult so, with popularity for the 
breed at a huge peak and prices at an 
all-time high, we decided to cash in the 
flock.”

Shepherding
Proceeds from this sale allowed Eddie 
and Rona to move from the estate, put a 
deposit on a house and facilitate Eddie’s 
move back to farming in the uplands on 
a self-employed basis. 
With Eddie taking on 
contract shepherding 
work around the 
North Pennines and 
Eastern Lakes District 
areas, the couple 
began to apply for 
farm tenancies and 
eventually took on the 
farm at Haweswater.

“I suppose we 
had the usual run 
of disappointments 
and getting into the final shortlist a few 
times,” Eddie explains. “But we had a bit 
of luck when one of the farms I had done 
some lambing and gathering work for 
came up for tender. We were successful 
and took it over in December 1990 along 
with a hefted flock of 3,500 Swaledale 
ewes, hoggs and tups after valuation.

“It was a big 
undertaking, to say 
the least, which was 
brought home to us 
in our first week when 
a heavy snow storm 
hit. It helped that I 
had worked on the 
farm when I’d been 
contracting, so knew 

the landscape well, and that for the first 
three years we were joined by my brother 
and his wife before they emigrated to 
New Zealand.” 

The landscape of the farm was 
steep and craggy, typical of the area, 
and included a large area of common 
grazing. The couple entered into their 
first environment agreement in 1993.

Tricky years
“Sheep farming enjoyed a good spell in 
the 1990s, until BSE devalued sheep 
meat products by 60%,” says Eddie. 
“This was followed by foot-and-mouth, 
where almost two years’ worth of young 
sheep were lost from the farm. We 
built back up to 1,800 ewes and 700 
hoggs, a number that was compatible 
with the requirements of the next round 
of environmental schemes that came 
into effect in 2003. During culling, one 
particular heft was almost wiped out.” 
With Swaledale replacements being 
so expensive, the couple took the 
decision to buy some North Country 
Cheviots. This was a good move, Eddie 
says, as they adapted well to their new 
surroundings.

With the prospect of more 
prescriptive environmental schemes 
being implemented on the farm, and 

Enduring passion for upland farming drives dedication of Cumbrian shepherd

Eddie Eastham with his team of working sheepdogs.

Bought in North Country Cheviot ewe 
lambs (above and below) are reared on 
the farm and sold as breeding gimmers 
each autumn. The breed found favour 
with Eddie when restocking after foot-and-
mouth in 2001.

Farm facts
• Longburgh Fauld finishes 

around 1,200 bought-in sheep 
annually, alongside 200 gimmer 
shearlings sold in the autumn.

• Eddie helps on several hill 
gathers annually and has 
maintained his own team of 
working dogs for many years.

• Alongside his NSA commitments, 
Eddie is also a Moredun 
Regional Advisor.

Eddie finishes 1,200 bought-in lambs every winter, with a small proportion managed 
indoors and fed on home-grown haylage.
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By Laura Williams, NSA
Farm safety figures continue to make harrowing reading each 
year. The last stats (2015/16) show 29 agriculture-related 
deaths including two members of the public. Of the 27 worker 
deaths, half were aged 65 years and over.

In 2014/15 there were 33 farm workers killed on the job 
across England, Scotland and Wales, a 22% increase on the 
previous year. Farm deaths accounted for 23% of all workplace 
deaths that year.

This is why NSA is one of 48 member organisations involved 
in the Farm Safety Partnership (FSP), which meets biannually 
to share its progress and discuss specific 
activity on machinery safety, safe cattle 
handling, slurry gas dangers and safe 
deliveries on farm.

Awareness
The FSP is also actively involved in Farm 
Safety Week, which has ran annually 
since 2013 with seven days of themed, 
practical advice and guidance every July to 
raise awareness of the everyday dangers 
faced by farmers and farm workers. It is organised by the 
Health and Safety Executive and the Farm Safety Foundation, 
which brought us the Yellow Wellies ‘who would fill your boots’ 
campaign.

While the week highlights the experiences of farmers who 
have suffered serious injuries at work, to shed light on the 
importance of farm safety, the concept of everyone taking five 
minutes to assess the safety of tasks is not something that 

should only happen once a year. Even if 
they are routine tasks that present minimal 
risk on the surface, those five minutes 
could make all the difference.

Of the 27 people involved in on-farm 
deaths in 2015/16, more than 60% (17 in total) were over the 
age of 55. A third of all on-farm accidents occur in the 65 years 
and over age group. While not surprising when you consider the 
average age of farmers in the UK, it also highlights the higher 
risk for this age group, a decline in ‘safety attitude’ in the older 
generation, a level of complacency after several decades in the 
job, and the lack of new safety information reaching them if the 
focus of sharing messages is predominantly on social media.

Horror of annual farm safety stats

Take five minutes to think about potential 
risks of seemingly routine tasks.

Farm Safety Partnership
• Provides leadership to improve the 

safety of farms and allied industries.
• Aims to reduce deaths and major 

injuries among farmers, workers 
and anyone else 
encountering 
farming 
activities.

One initiative that could potentially cut deaths and injuries in 
the sheep sector would be increased uptake of free or heavily 
subsidised training offered by the European ATV Safety 
Institute (EASI).

Amy Morris of EASI says: “There is currently about a 25% 
uptake of these courses following purchases of new ATVs. 
It is encouraging that we are definitely seeing an increased 
awareness of the training, with more and more people signing 
up to take the course.

Self-regulation
“EASI takes part in industry consultations on ATV safety issues 
with a focus on self-regulation being preferable to imposed 
regulation. We prioritise the importance of wearing head 
protection, understanding the meaning of rider activity and the 
importance of correct tyre pressures. When used correctly and 
responsibly, ATVs are very safe pieces of kit. We believe it is 
important to educate and train people to think about safety 
and make sensible decisions when riding.”

NSA recently attended an EASI training course, starting the 
day with learning how to check over an ATV before riding it. This 
practical start was indicative of a very hands-on day, with all 
the time sent on or near the bikes, not in a stuffy classroom.

After discussing appropriate clothing for riding and the 
different types of helmets available, the group went over the 
bikes using the following check-list:-

• Tyres and wheels
• Controls and cables
• Lights and electrics
• Oil and fuel
• Chain and drive shaft chassis

The group learnt that ATV tyre pressures 
can range from 2.5psi to 7psi, but it is 
paramount for all tyres to be at the same 
pressure to ensure a safe ride.

Active riding
Course instructor John then encouraged 
a few gentle warm-up exercises and 
stretches to emphasise the ‘rider active’ 
nature of using an ATV and ensure 

operators perform within the limits of their own ability. He 
says: “The fact ATVs have a large saddle is no accident. Riding 
one is different from a driving a car or even a motorbike. That 
whole area is designed for the rider to be as active as they 
need to be, shifting their weight around the bike to enhance its 
performance capabilities and keep you safe.”

Safety mounting of the ATV is always from the left hand-
side, avoiding the gear lever and throttle. The safe starting 
procedure is with brakes on and the engine in neutral. 
Throughout the training course, engines were switched 

off whenever the instructor gave new 
instructions and the safe mounting and 
starting procedure repeated afterwards, 
until it became second nature to everyone.

Practical training included basic riding, 
executing turns of increasing sharpness 
and speed, spotting hazards, learning the 
importance of being aware of surroundings 
when riding, and knowing what essential 
kit to carry around. Safe riding procedures 
were taught as:-

• Scan/Search
• Identify hazards
• Predict what will happen
• Decide what to do
• Execute the decision

John says: “Always tell someone where you are going, what 
you will be doing and what time you will be back. Take a mobile 
phone with sufficient battery, a sufficient supply of essential 
tools and a first aid kit, especially if you are heading out for a 
long period of time.” 

Getting involved
The course ended with a well-deserved trail ride around the 
site, so the group could really put everything they had learnt 
into practice and let off a bit of steam. There were then 
certificates of attendance awarded to all course attendees.

Having spent the day finding out about the course, Laura 
Williams of NSA says: “NSA encourages any members who 
regularly use an ATV to seriously consider taking a place on an 
EASI Rider Training course. It’s an active and enjoyable course 
that is only one day long, and the information learnt could well 
save your life.”

Increased uptake of ATV safety days 
could reduce risk of farm accidents

ATV safety focuses on ‘active riding’, with the operator shifting 
their weight to best use the bike and stay safe.

Equal tyre pressure in all four wheels is essential.

ATV training courses
• Free or heavily subsidised for people 

who are purchased a new or used 
ATV from BRP, Honda, Kawasaki, 
Polaris, Suzuki or Yamaha. £180 +VAT 
otherwise.

• Day-long course with a free 
RiderCourse Handbook to take away.

• Up to 30 courses a month and 52 
venues nationwide.

• Held in groups of four to eight people 
of any ability, from beginner to 
experienced rider looking for safety 
certification.
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The majority of 
farmers using the 
SCOPS nematodirus 
forecast last year 
said they experienced 
an improvement in 
their control of the 
parasite. 

Significant improvements in lamb 
health, including fewer lamb deaths, less 
scouring (diarrhoea), better weight gain 
and better body lamb condition, were 
among the benefits reported. 

With the 2017 online map being even 
easier to use and interpret, including 
via additional risk categories, SCOPS 
hopes to increase the number of users 
again this year. The map is updated daily 
using data from 140 weather stations 
around the country. The model predicts 
when nematodirus eggs will hatch in a 
localised area and, 
therefore, when there 
is a risk of a disease 
outbreak.

Hannah Vinner, 
who heads up the 
project at Bristol 
University, says: 
“Farmers can no 
longer rely on a 
standard timetable of 
treatments to avoid 
disease, because 
predicting when outbreaks might 

happen has become 
increasingly difficult 
due to variation in 
spring temperatures 
from year to year.

“Faecal egg 
counts are also not 

a useful indicator with this particular 
worm, as the damage is done by the 

immature larvae. Sheep farmers need 
a reliable warning system and we have 
been working to improve this forecast.

“Height above sea level is provided 
for each weather station so the risk level 
can be adjusted for individual farms 
using the rule of thumb that hatch will 
occur roughly one week later for every 
100m further above sea level.”

Farm history
Previous grazing management and 
history of nematodirus infections can 
also be used to assess risk, which 
Hannah says is a vital element for 
farmers to use alongside the online 
forecast. She explains: “Although faecal 
egg counts are not useful for determining 
the need to treat for nematodirus, they 
are very useful in showing us where 
contamination is highest, identifying 
paddocks that are likely to be high risk 
next season.”

SCOPS and Bristol University are keen 
to keep validating the model used for 
the online forecasting tool, improving 
the service each year. You can help by 
getting in touch if you experience cases 
of nematodirosis or find nematodirus 
eggs in faecal egg counts. Reports are 
anonymous and simply require the first 
half of your postcode to assign the area.

Find the forecast at www.scops.org.uk 
and click on the “Reports” link if you can 
help provide additional information.

Farmers to benefit from improved 
tool to forecast nematodirus risk

The online forecasting tool uses a colour code to identify risk 
levels. It is updated daily with up-to-date information.

Nematodirus fact file
Disease
• Caused by the gutworm Nematodirus 

battus, it can be deadly in young 
lambs aged six to 12 weeks.

• Eggs deposited on pasture by lambs 
the previous year hatch together 
in spring, triggered by a period of 
winter chilling followed by time spent 
at 11.5-17°C. High risk periods are 
those when a cold spell is followed 
by an increase in temperatures. 

• Young lambs take in large numbers of 
larvae as they graze, which damage 
their gut leading to foetid black 
diarrhoea (black scour) and death. 

Prevention
• Avoid putting young lambs on 

paddocks that may have been 
contaminated with nematodirus 
eggs the previous grazing season, 
particularly paddocks previously 
grazed by ewes with young lambs. 

• Treat young lambs through the period 
when there is a high risk forecast. 
More than one treatment may be 
necessary at three-week intervals, 
dependent on the spread of ages in 
the group and if the high risk forecast 
is prolonged. 

• Despite widespread resistance 
of other worm species to 1-BZ 
(white) drenches, these are still the 
treatments of choice for Nematodirus 
battus, even on farms with known 
resistance to anthelmintics in the 
white group. But be vigilant and 
work with your vet and/or advisor 
to report any suspected treatment 
failure at www.vmd.defra.gov.uk/
adversereactionreporting.

• Following up treatments with a 
drench check after 10 days will make 
sure there are no nematodirus eggs 
present and confirm a successful 
treatment. 

Forecast feedback
Farmers using the nematodirus 
forecase in 2016 provided positive 
feedback. Comments included:-
• “The interactive map means we 

have greater confidence about 
when it is safe to move the lambs 
and avoid risk of nematodirus.”

• “I feel more confident that I am 
treating when the lambs are at 
most risk.”
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LARGE FARMS AND 
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With 300 branches nationwide, your local Agent will take  
the time to get to know you, your family and your farm.
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Gross margins within systems that do not feed grain at any 
time are higher than average, according to the Pasture-Fed 
Livestock Association (PFLA). 

The organisation says sheep farmers within its certification 
scheme have a gross margin of £72.74/ewe, compared to an 
average of £60.51 on non-SDA farms costed in the AHDB Beef 
& Lamb Stocktake figures.

Although sales per ewe are down due to lower lambing and 
rearing rates, the variable costs for certified Pasture for Life 
farmers who do not feed grain are £7.14/ewe put to the ram, 
rather than £17.76 for the average Stocktake producer. It 
takes 23 days longer on average to finish the lambs without 
feeding them grain.

Anna Heaton, PFLA Certification Director, says grain-
free meat is also healthier for consumers to eat and more 
environmentally friendly, with no reliance on imported feeds, 
a low carbon footprint and a predominance of wildlife-friendly 
pastures.

“We have 40 sheep producers who are certified ‘Pasture for 
Life’ with a total of 17,000 sheep, so it is already being done 
successfully,” she says. “These farmers are using appropriate 
breeds with a production cycle matched to the growing 
conditions and availability of pasture. 

“Supplementary feeding is permitted for breeding animals 
only, and only when the welfare of the animals is at risk, such 

as multiple-litter bearing ewes. But even then, permitted feeds 
should be derived from forage, such as lucerne nuts rather 
than grain.”

Figures are taken from PFLA’s ‘Pasture for Life: It can be 
done’ booklet. Find out more at www.pastureforlife.org.uk.

Spring is an opportune time for farmers 
to assess grass swards, to maximise 
productivity in intensive grazing 
situations, says grassland consultant 
Charlie Morgan.

He recommends walking fields, 
checking several metre square plots to 
get an accurate picture of the species 
present. He says: “Note the sward 
density and ryegrass tillering, and look 
for more diploids than tetraploids for 
added yield and robustness. Any swards 
with less than 50% ryegrass should 
be reseeded, or appropriate varieties 
stitched in if the sward is open enough.”

Swards should have no more than 
5% weeds, 10% bare ground and, during 
early spring, around 5-10% clover, 
although this should be 40% by autumn.

Mr Morgan says nutrient management 
is one of the biggest contributors to 
grass yield and quality, with effective use 

of nitrogen (based on soil temperature) 
an important but overlooked area. He 
recommends looking at the previous 

cropping as well as winter rainfall 
to estimate soil nitrogen levels, and 
remembering to analyse slurry and 
manure. Soil testing should be done 
every three years.

Soil structure
Poor soil condition is a major contributor 
to reduced pasture performance, so Mr 
Morgan says to dig a hole to physically 
examine the soil and soil structure. 
He says: “Soil structure can give a lot 
of clues about the health and nutrient 
status of the soil. Farmers should look 
at evidence of compaction, worm activity 
and the smell and colour of the soil. 
They can then amend any weaknesses.” 

Mr Morgan will be speaking at 
this year’s Grassland & Muck Event 
on Wednesday 24th and Thursday 
25th May. More information at www.
grasslandevent.co.uk.
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“ I use my 
Prattley 
to get  
my lambs 
away at 
the right 
weights” 
Gary Orrells, Waitrose Lamb 
Producer of the Year 2016

Prattley handling systems and TruTest weighing equipment are distributed in the UK by The Allflex UK Group Ltd.

Call 0800 158 8245  
or visit www.ritchey.co.uk 

TM

Prattley handling systems 
with integrated weighing 
equipment make it quick  
and easy to accurately weigh  
your stock as part of your 
routine management and 
improve your profits.  

How would you use yours? 

Assess swards to boost production

Address sward density, nutrients and soil 
structure in non-permanent pasture.

Now is the time to be thinking about sowing swedes as a low 
cost but high yielding and high energy winter feed for ewes 
and finishing lambs, says Martin Titley of Limagain.

Depending on the variety, swedes can be sown in a range of 
soils from April to June, even in moist or cooler conditions, and 
can be grazed in October to February.

“The roots of the swede are very high in metabolisable 
energy and, even when yields are moderate, they are still 
a cost-effective feed,” Mr Titley says. “If you’re sowing the 
crop in May then minimum cultivation is best to reduce soil 
compaction.”

He adds that most crops are now sown into a level seedbed 
with a precision drill, using a flea beetle-treated seed and a 
soil pH of 6.5. He recommends selecting a disease resistant 
variety, with some high performance varieties now being 
clubroot and powdery mildew tolerant.

Variety selection
When selecting a variety, Mr Titley also says to think about 
potential dry matter yield in different systems, depending on if 
the swedes will be grazed before or after Christmas. “It’s also 
worth considering the feed value in the leaf, as varieties with 
large leaves provide extra grazing potential,” he adds.

Seedbed preparation, variety and conditions will all influence 
growth and yield, but the aim is to grow a consistent and 
uniform crop. Mr Titley says: “A good crop will have plants 

touching with no blanks across 
the field. It is then down to 
good grazing management and 
minimising waste, with the 
sheep eating the whole crop.

“Many producers will 
successfully finish lambs on 
swedes. A more productive 
crop from a higher yielding 
variety will reduce time to 
finishing and increase feed 
efficiency.”

Choose the right swede to sow now

Hoggs grazing on the Lomond variety of swedes at Blairgowrie, 
Perthshire.

Swede fact file
• High energy winter feed 

(12.8-13.1ME/kg DM).
• Growing costs around 

£403/ha or £62/t.
• High yields (80-90t/ha) 

and high dry matter yields 
(7-10t/ha).

• Ideal for finishing lambs 
and winter maintenance.

Healthy profit seen by farmers in 
pasture-fed certification scheme
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Case Study: Neil Hesletine North Yorkshire
Neil Hesletine (pictured below) farms 1,100 acres of 
limestone pasture surrounding the iconic Malham Cove in the 
Yorkshire Dales.

In 2003 he introduced Galloway cattle to conservation 
graze areas in environmental schemes and was surprised 
how the very low cost animals made money. In 2013 he also 
transformed his previously high output, high labour 400-ewe 
sheep enterprise into one that did not rely on grain. 

“The beef cattle were doing really well left to express 
their own behaviour, and that is what we have done with the 
sheep,” says Mr Hesletine. “I used to spend all my days 
working with them; now I have more time for my family and 
local community. The sheep also have much less impact on 
the environment.”

Mr Hesletine now lambs outdoors in late April/early May, 
so the tups go in with the 200 Swaledale ewes in December. 
Lambing percentage is 125% and there are no interventions 
like scanning, feeding or worming.

“In 2012, the sheep contributed £478 to my drawings 
for a hell of a lot of work. In 2016 they contributed £17,779 
for less work and produced a premium certified ‘Pasture for 
Life’ product, not just a commodity. It certainly proves less is 
more.”

Costings for Neil Heseltine’s sheep enterprise

Number of ewes
Income from sales
Labour
Feed
Haulage
Other costs
Livestock purchases
Vet
Contribution to drawings

2012
400

£59,318
£12,000
£15,178

£320
£11,202
£18,900
£1,240
£478

2016
200

£32,081
£750

£3,724
£0

£2,600
£7,042
£186

£17,779

T H E  R O C K  S A L T  M E N
bomEST 1970

Ball  of  Madley Ltd

Telephone: 01981 250301

‘ H a n d  s e l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  H i m a l a y a s ’

• Imported and graded by us • No waste 
• Largelump size • Delivered nationwide

If it’s not our name on the bag, 
It’s NOT our salt!

www.ballofmadley-hereford.co.uk

P r e m i u m  Q u a l i t y  R e d  L u m p  R o c k  S a l t



Fingers can be pointed in many directions as 
to the cause of disappointing sheep prices 
over recent months, but industry experts 
advise that careful batch selection and 
understanding buyer demands can deliver 
higher returns.

Recent figures from AHDB Beef & Lamb reveal 
the average carcase weight is 19.6kg and, with most abattoirs having 
an upper weight specification of 21kg or at best 22kg, there is little 
room for manoeuvre. The main retailers have a cut-off of 21kg, as 
dictated by pack-sizes and price points at retail level.

It is accepted that 85% of meat buyers demand animals within 
the E/U/R 2/3L classification, reflecting the consumer demand for 
lean and tender meat and a consistent product. But just 56.6% of the 
overall lamb market, both liveweight and deadweight, met this ideal 
target specification in 2015.

More than 30% were too fat and more than 16% were of poor 
conformation. While there are abattoirs that will take up to 24kg, 
and some set no upper limit, the reality is that over-fat animals will 
either be refused or will return significantly lower prices.

More than half of all finished lambs are sold through livestock 
auction markets, which can offer significant benefits, specifically by 
delivering markets for all types and classes of stock.

Elwyn Davies, Ashford Market Auctioneer and Hobbs Parkers 

Auctioneers Managing Director, says: “The strength of the auction 
market system is that we can take all types, grades and weights to 
suit the specification of the many buyers we have around the sale 
ring. We always present sheep in level batches of type and class of 
stock, to fit the specifications of individual buyers.” 

Liz Ford, AHDB Beef & Lamb’s North West Regional Manager, 
agrees this is important: “Whether we are looking at live or 
deadweight, understanding the marketplace is essential. The key is 
presenting in the right way at the selling point, in even batches of 
conformation, finish and weight.”

Chris Dodds, Livestock Auctioneers Association Executive 
Secretary, says the flexibility and competitive nature of the livestock 
auction market can deliver the best returns. He says: “The livestock 
auction market has a buyer for all categories and therefore 
minimises potential penalties for vendors. Of course presentation 
is important, and markets need to sort lambs into even batches to 
achieve the best potential price for all the animals offered for sale. 
Competitive bidding and the market intelligence available at the mart 
can also drive up prices.”

Increasing information
LAA believes the transfer of data, including animal health and farm 
assurance status, will further increase efficiencies at the time of sale. 
It is therefore part of a steering group, which also includes NSA, 
working with AHDB to introduce LIDEH, the Livestock Industry 
Data Exchange Hub.

LIDEH will act as a conduit hub, drawing information from a 
number of different health databases and making this information 
available at the time of sale in the auction sale ring.

“Having this information available reassures the buyer they are 
obtaining a quality animal from a trusted source, while providing the 
vendor with the opportunity to clearly demonstrate their health 
assurance status,” explains Mr Dodds.

He adds that planning ahead is crucial, as regular handling and 
weighing, flock monitoring and good feed management will help 
bring lambs forward to the standard demanded by the buyer. It is 
also advised to not keep lambs longer than is necessary.

Mr Dodds continues: “The auctioneer develops a close 
relationship with the farmer and this is a crucial element to the 
success of the auction mart system. The auctioneer will advise on 
the right time to bring stock to market and target the best sale 
to deliver the best potential prices. This hands-on and personal 
approach is what sets the livestock auction market apart from other 
outlets, working for the farmer to deliver the right product to the 
right buyer.”
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COMMENT PIECE

Range of buyers at auction marts, but 
limited destinations for over-fat lambs

Marts can help sellers groups lambs is even batches and, while a range of 
buyers will have different specs, not many want over-fat lambs.

Research funded 
by AHDB Beef & 
Lamb is showing 
the body condition 
score (BCS) 
of ewes is more important for lamb 
performance than previously thought 
and will impact on a ewe’s fertility for 
longer than one production year.

Commenting on the research (see 
panel), AHDB Beef & Lamb Senior 
Scientist Dr Liz Genever says: “It 
became clear very early on in the 
project that BCS was the main driver 
for key performance indicators (KPIs) 
associated with lamb weight reared per 
ewe, and the effects appear to be longer 
term than previously thought. 

“BCS is emerging as a valuable tool, 
which is easy to learn, highly repeatable 
and can be used to drive decisions 
regarding ewe management.”

For each farm in the project, the 
range of BCS was plotted throughout the 
year which enabled the variation across 
the year, plus between years, to be 
analysed – see graph below. The graph 
and table show the proportion of ewes 
at a range of BCS through the season 
and between years on one farm. BCS 
improved between the two years and 
the impact on eight-week weights can 

be seen, with a 2kg increase in average 
eight-week weight and 22% increase in 
lambs hitting the target of 20kg.

Dr Genever continues: “Prior to 
this project, eight-week weights were 
something pedigree breeders recorded 
to get an understanding of the maternal 
ability of the ewe. The KPI project has 
highlighted the value of using it on 
commercial farms. It can easily be 
incorporated when vaccinating lambs for 
clostridial diseases and pasteurella.”

Critical time
Weighing lambs plus body condition 
scoring and weighing ewes at eight 
weeks is important because it is just 
after peak milk yield when ewes could be 
at their lowest weight and lambs are just 
starting to eat a significant amount of 
grass – see diagram above.

Dr Genever says: “The weight of 
lambs (in particular twins) at eight weeks 
is an extremely 
important KPI for 
how well lambs will 
do over their lifetime 
and, therefore, the 
productivity of the 
ewe. Sheep farmers 
should weigh at least 
a representative 
sample of lambs at 
eight weeks of age 
to understand how 
well lambs and ewes 
are performing.” 

Lambs that do not 
grow well to eight 
weeks (less than 
17kg or 85% of the 
target) continue to 

struggle up to and beyond weaning. The 
percentage of light lambs is also being 
developed as a KPI in its own right. It 

is clear that weaning (adjusted 90 day) 
weights are heavily influenced by eight-
week weight, underlining the importance 
of the early growth period.

Liz said: “Shearlings contribute a 
relatively high proportion of light lambs 
at eight weeks of age and this has 
implications for their management 
within a flock. This and other findings 
associated with the weight and growth 
curves of replacements has led to 
the creation of a new Challenge 
Sheep Project, which is designed to 
gather much more information on the 
management of replacement ewes and 
in particular the impact of lambing ewe 
lambs on future performance.”

The next steps involve analysing the 
significant amount of data to understand 
the implications of BCS over several 
years. The quality of the data sets 
means individual ewes can be tracked. 
Knowledge from the sheep KPI project 
will also be used to determine the data 
collected as part of the new Challenge 
Sheep project and results will be 
communicated through Challenge Sheep 
and other events from autumn 2017.

More information on BCS at www.
beefandlamb.ahdb.org.uk/returns.

Body condition score of ewes has 
longer-term impact than realised

Body condition research
• Part of a sheep key performance 

indicator (KPI) project run from 
tupping 2012 to July 2016 to identify 
the best information to record using 
EID and how to use it.

• Led by sheep consultant Lesley 
Stubbings, Nerys Wright from AHDB 
Beef & Lamb and Nottingham 
University researchers.

• Three farms involved (in West 
Sussex, Leicestershire and 
Lancashire) with data collected for 
four full production years at five key 
points:-

• Tupping: Ewe BCS and weight.
• Scanning: Ewe BCS, weight and 

litter size.
• Lambing: Date, lambs born, small/

medium/large birth weight and 
lambs turned out.

• Eight weeks post-lambing: Ewe 
BCS and weight, plus lamb weight 
corrected to 56 days.

• 12 weeks post-lambing (weaning): 
Ewe BCS and weight, plus lamb 
weight corrected to 90 days.

The milk to grass transition for lambs 
reared as twins
Source: Beef & Lamb NZ
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Body condition scoring ewes is easy to 
learn and highly repeatable.

Ewe BCS and corresponding eight-week weights in lambs

Average 8wk weight
Lambs > 20kg
Lambs < 17kg

2014
19.6kg
42%
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21.6kg
64%
18%
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While reducing antibiotic 
use is important to 
slow the development 
of resistance, there 
is no single solution. 
A Farming Connect 
demonstration site 
has therefore looked 
at different measures 
to reduce the use of 
antibiotics this lambing time.

Plas, Llandegfan, Anglesey, is 
home to Arwyn Jones and his 1,100 
Suffolk cross and 350 Mule ewes.  
Before lambing started in mid-January, 
followed by ewe lambs from mid-March 
onwards, the flock went through its 
usual vaccination 
programme for 
enzootic abortion 
and toxoplasmosis 
to avoid the need 
to use antibiotics 
in the event of an 
abortion storm. 

A footrot vaccine 
is also used, with 
the booster timing 
slightly altered this 
year to fall just 
before housing so 
the best effects 
were over this 
period. There was also extra attention to 
hygiene with lime used under fresh straw 
and the main pens being cleaned out 
between batches to reduce footrot bugs, 
as well as others that may affect lambs. 
Mr Jones says there were very few lame 
ewes this year, with a positive effect on 
body condition and milk production.

Previous outbreaks of joint ill, watery 
mouth and coccidiosis meant the use of 
oral antibiotics in new born lambs was 
common on the farm, contributing to a 
significant vet and medicine cost. The 
project involved having an active flock 
health plan to measure antibiotic use 
and look to reduce it through focusing on 
ewe management.

Forage analysis
Mr Jones always has his forage analysed 
and then formulates a ration accordingly. 
This year the ewes were also blood 
sampled three weeks before lambing and 
a metabolic profile created. This showed 
twin-bearing ewes were a little short of 
energy, which could have led to negative 
energy balance and pregnancy toxaemia 
(twin lamb disease). Concentrate in the 

ration was therefore 
increased to 720g 
per day rather than 
the usual 600g to 
provide confidence 
that colostrum 
quality would be 
good.

Kate Hovers, the 
independent vet 

and sheep consultant working on the 
Plas project, says: “Nutrition is vital for 
producing good quality and quantity of 
colostrum, which contains antibodies 
that help prevent infection. Sufficient 
intake in the first few hours after birth 
is essential for performance, leading to 
heavier weaning weights and fewer days 
to finishing.” 

Blood tests
Blood samples were taken from lambs to 
test levels of immunoglobulin, which is 
an indication of the quality and volume of 
colostrum absorbed. The small number 
that showed poor absorption were at-
risk lamb (small and slow to suck and/
or from a sick ewe) but the project will 
continue with all the lambs tested to be 
monitored for daily liveweight gain and 
worm burdens until they are sold as 
finished lambs.

Colostrum from the dams of these 
lambs was also measured on the farm 
using a Brix refractometer, a simple 
device usually used in jam making and 
commonly used by dairy farmers to 
assess colostrum quality. Ms Hovers 

says that, while itwould be impractical 
to test all ewes, it is relatively simple 
to test a few from different groups 
to give a guide to average levels and 
maybe give confidence that only lambs 
identified as high risk need antibiotics. 
The same applies to blood sampling for 
immunoglobulins, as sampling just a 
few lambs early on can give confidence 
or ring alarm bells to investigate before 
problems arise.

Hygiene boost
Strict hygiene protocols were another 
aspect of the project to reduce the 
routine use of antibiotics. Hand wash 
facilities with hot water were put in the 
lambing sheds and individual pens set 
up in a separate block for aborting or 
sick ewes or sick lambs. These pens 
were only reused once completely 
cleaned and disinfected. Nursery pens 
for groups of ewes and lambs pre-
turnout were also cleaned out between 
batches this year, which took 20 minutes 
each with a tractor, despite the buildings 
being traditional.

The first 500 lambs born had no 
antibiotics; there was one case of watery 
mouth and one joint ill. Some antibiotics 
would have been used later on, in lambs 
that were not so vigorous at birth, had a 
birth weight under 3.5kg or over 6kg, or 
were from poorer/sick ewes. 

The results, costs and savings will be 
analysed to see the impact and decide 
where further improvements can be 
made.

Different elements of ewe nutrition and management have been 
assessed at Plas, working with farmer Arwyn Jones (left).

Demo farm successfully reduces 
use of antibiotics at lambing time

By Amanda Carson, Animal Health and 
Plant Agency 
After the initial outbreak of 
Schmallenberg in 2012/13, where the 
disease was detected in sheep and 
cattle in England, Wales and Ireland, 
and in cattle in localised areas of 
Scotland, things appeared to go quiet.

APHA tested all lambs presented 
with signs of arthrogryposis (twisted 
limbs and spine) in the 2014 and 2015 
lambing seasons and found no positive 
cases. However, Liverpool University 
sampled 12 lambs each from 130 
holdings in South West and Southern 
England in autumn 2015 and found no 
antibodies to Schmallenberg, highlighting 
a large, naive population, susceptible 
to future potential outbreaks within the 
south of England. Reports then came 
last winter of a return of the disease, 
followed by APHA confirming cases in 
lambs and calves.

Disease spread
We are now at the stage where 
Schmallenberg is considered to be 
endemic in Great Britain but, as it 
remains important to ascertain the 
spread of disease, APHA will confirm 
suspected disease free of charge if 
your vet makes arrangements with a 
Veterinary Investigation Officer to submit 
fresh brain samples from affected lambs 
and calves. However, it is important to 
be aware hydranencephaly (water on the 
brain) can also be caused when foetuses 
are infected with bluetongue.

The APHA Small Ruminant Species 
Expert Group is aware of reports of 
disappointing ultrasound scanning 
results and empty ewes, with 
Schmallenberg 
suggested as 
the cause. There 
have been similar 
suspicions in 
affected countries 
in mainland 
Europe but, as 
yet, there is 

no clear confirmatory evidence that 
the virus leads to increased returns 
to service in sheep or cattle. Farmers 
finding increased empty ewes should 

investigate 
other potential 
causes of 
reproductive 
losses, such 
as infectious 
diseases, ram 
performance, 
diet quality 
and changes, 
weather 
effects and 
parasitic 

infestations. 
There is currently no vaccine available 

for Schmallenberg, but discussions are 
ongoing with pharmaceutical companies. 
It is clear the impact of infection on 
flock production needs to be more fully 
quantified so farmers can make informed 
decisions relating to vaccination, time 
of mating and other management and 
husbandry practices. 

APHA is therefore working with 
stakeholders including AHDB Beef & 
Lamb, NSA and universities to promote 
a survey to help gather information to 
enhance our understanding. 

Please share you experiences, 
whether you’ve been affected by 
Schmallenberg or not, at www.
surveymonkey.co.uk/r/S5RGKS9.

Schmallenberg can present in stillborn lambs as 
arthrogryposis (twisted limbs and spine - below) and 
hydranencephaly (water on the brain - right).

Re-emergence of Schmallenberg 
highlights limited understanding
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Schmallenberg fact file
Disease
• First detected along the Dutch/

German border in 2011 and named 
after the German town where first 
isolated in animals.

• Since spread throughout Europe and 
confirmed in Great Britain in January 
2012, most likely as a result of 
windborne spread of infected midges.

• Caused by an orthobunyavirus of the 
Simbu group, which had not been 
seen in Europe before.

• Some orthobunyaviruses are zoonotic 
(can spread from animals to man) 
but there is no evidence of this in 
Schmallenberg.

• Schmallenberg and bluetongue, both 
spread by Culicoides midges, are 
both currently circulating in Europe. 
Schmallenberg is not notifiable but 
bluetongue is and suspected cases 
must be reported immediately. 

Infection
• Infected midge bites an animal and 

transmits the virus.
• Virus multiples inside the animal 

causing viraemia.
• Virus transmitted from the animal 

back to the midge, causing disease 
to spread rapidly within and between 
groups of sheep, goats and cattle.

Clinical signs
• Adult cattle develop a fever, 

sometimes diarrhoea, and milk 
production drops. 

• Damage caused to near-term lamb 
and calf foetuses in the form of 
arthrogryposis (twisted limbs and 
spine) and hydranencephaly (water 
on the brain), leading to stillbirths 
or ‘dummy’ calves and lambs. 
Numbers affected are typically small, 
particularly in cattle, but pedigree 
flocks using synchronised breeding 
have reported lamb losses of 30%.



By Beth Wells, Moredun
The leading question at the forthcoming 
International Sheep Veterinary Society 
Congress, being held here in the UK in 
May, will be how small ruminant production 
efficiency can be improved to sustainably meet the food 
requirements of the world’s growing human population.

On a global scale, small ruminant production is important 
as these animals have adapted to thrive in many of the world’s 
ecosystems, even the very marginal ones. However, sheep and 
goat production is frequently inefficient and uneconomic.

The aim of the Congress is to provide a platform for the 
translation of applied research findings in the fields of genetics, 
animal husbandry and disease management into economically 
and environmentally sustainable utilisation of natural resources 
by small ruminants in their target environments. This is a 
very worthwhile aim, as research and knowledge is frequently 
fragmented and difficult for producers to access, so pulling 
research from many areas could provide a useful platform to 
further disseminate required information.

Moredun presence
Moredun has a large presence at the congress, with 17 
scientists attending to give papers on current research areas 
ranging from enzootic abortion to ovine pulmonary carcinoma 
and the many areas of parasitology for which we are renowned.

One of these will be Dr David Smith, whose main area of 
research has been in developing a vaccine for Haemonchus 
contortus, resulting in the commercial launch of the vaccine in 
Australia in 2014. Demand for this first ever sheep roundworm 
vaccine is extremely high and growing year on year, due to 
the common problem of anthelmintic resistance to available 
wormers on Australian sheep ranches. Its success means 
research is active to develop further vaccines, including 
against roundworms common in UK sheep flocks such as the 
brown stomach worm Teladorsagia circumcincta. Dr Al Disbet’s 
research in this area is part of the EU-funded Paragone project 
being led by Moredun.

The impact of this project is anticipated to be high in terms 
of sustainable small ruminant production, as it does not only 
focus on developing vaccines against roundworms suitable 
for commercialisation but is also targeting liver fluke and 
ectoparasites including the mite responsible for sheep scab. 
Dr Stewart Burgess, who leads the research group, is planning 

to use his time at the conference to talk about the already 
commercialised scab diagnostic developed at Moredun. He will 
use a case study from the Isles of Mull and Iona to highlight 
its potential in a scab eradication plan and also how it can be 
used to ring-fence an outbreak and limit disease spread.

The Sheep Veterinary Society is holding its Ninth 
International Congress at Harrogate, North Yorkshire, on 
22-26th May 2017 titled ‘Sustainable global food security 
through efficient sheep and goat production’. Details at www.
sheepvetsoc.org.uk/isvc2017. 
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Focus on efficient and sustainable 
production at world conference

Moredun speakers at International Congress
• Global priorities for food security and the role of small 

ruminants, by Professor Julie Fitzpatrick (opening day 
plenary talk).

• Protozoan parasites as production limiting diseases of 
small ruminants and public health concerns, by Dr Frank 
Katzer.

• Global challenges due to small ruminant trematode 
parasites, by Dr Philip Skuce.

• Vaccinating sheep against Haemonchus contortus in 
Australia and South Africa, by Dr David Smith.

• Sustainable production: Protection of sheep against 
Teladorsagia circumcincta infection by vaccination, by Dr Al 
Nisbet.

• Control of sheep scab on the Isles of Mull & Iona through 
accurate disease diagnosis, by Dr Stewart Burgess.

Sheep and goats can produce food in marginal ecosystems – 
but their production is often inefficient.
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By Judith Lee, Westmorland Veterinary 
Group, Cumbria
Flock health planning is becoming 
much more commonplace on UK sheep 
farms – but the health of one of the most valuable animals 
on the farm is often overlooked. Despite a sheepdog being 
a vital part of the team, they often miss out on preventative 
healthcare including flea and tick treatments, vaccination 
and worming. 

Sheep farmers are used to controlling external parasites 
in their flock and dogs have their fair share too. Fleas can 
spread from other dogs, cats and rabbits and can live for long 
periods off the animals, using them mainly for feeding. They lay 
their eggs in the environment rather than on their host so can 
spread easily.

In contrast lice have only a limited lifespan off the host 
and are more readily spread by close contact. They are also 
species-specific so only spread from dog to dog. Young animals 
are most susceptible and it is not unusual to find significant 
numbers of lice on young working breed puppies brought in 
for vaccination. Although ticks will only attach and feed for a 
few days, they bring with them some serious disease threats 
including lyme disease and babesiosis.

Babesia are tiny parasites that affects the red blood 
cells, causing them to rupture. This causes anaemia, high 
temperature, red urine and jaundice; in severe cases, organ 
failure and death can occur. Lyme disease is a bacterial 
infection spread by the sheep tick Ixodes ricinus. It causes 
high temperatures and damages joints, causing lameness and 
lethargy. Removing ticks within 24 hours will reduce the risk 
of spread, but this means carefully checking dogs after they 
have been working in tick areas, so using products designed to 
kill and repel ticks is probably more reliable. There are lots of 
effective products available as oral treatments and spot-ons.

Worm control
Dogs suffer from several types of worms. Roundworms are 
spread from dog to dog by eggs passed in the faeces. These 
worms affect a high proportion of puppies, which become 
infected across the placenta, from their mother’s milk and 
from eggs in her faeces. They can seriously affect the puppy’s 
growth, making them potbellied and causing vomiting. The 
worms can also infect people, potentially causing damage to 
the eye or the brain. 

Hookworms are more common in kennelled dogs. The eggs 
develop into larvae that can penetrate the dogs’ pads, causing 
soreness and irritation. They then migrate to the intestine, 
damaging the blood vessels and lining, and causing severe 
diarrhoea with blood from the gut making the faeces seem 
tar-like. Again puppies can be infected across the placenta and 
this worm can cause severe signs in young dogs.

Tapeworms have a two-host lifecycle. Dogs are the final 
host and for, a number of tapeworm species, sheep are 
the intermediate host. Dogs that have access to raw meat, 
carcases or carrion can become infected and pass tapeworm 
segments with hundreds of eggs in their faeces. Symptoms 
in the dog can include ill thrift, diarrhoea and anal irritation, 
but they are often mild. The eggs then infect an intermediate 
host, which can be fleas, sheep, rabbits and even man, and 
develop into cysts in the tissues of this host. Depending on the 
species, these can be tiny and in muscles, or they can be large 

and fluid-filled attached to the liver, lung or brain. The presence 
of these cysts can cause condemnation of individual organs 
or whole carcases when sheep are sent to slaughter, or brain 
disease in live sheep known as ‘gid’ or ‘sturdy’.

Global warming and increased pet travel have meant the 
emergence of a number of new species of worm in the UK, 
including heartworm and lungworm. These may become more 
common in the future.

Dog vaccination
In the UK pet dogs are routinely vaccinated against five or 
six major infectious diseases – see table. High levels of 
vaccination have successfully reduced disease incidence but, 
in areas where vaccination is less common, they can still 
cause serious problems. Although farm dogs are less likely 
to come into contact with most of them, they could be put 
at risk by pet dogs being walked on farmland and spread in 
unprotected groups of dogs can be rapid and devastating. One 
disease farm dogs are more likely to meet is Leptospirosis 
icterohaemorhagica, which is caught from contact with infected 
rats’ urine. 

As well as vaccination, routine heath checks will also allow 

Remember ‘man’s best friend’ 
when thinking of animal health

your vet to pick up early signs of illness that may be easy to 
treat, prolonging the working life of your dog. You may also 
want to consider spaying female dogs you don’t intend to breed 

from, to remove the risk of pyometra (womb infection) and 
reduce the risk of mammary tumours as they get older. 

Unneutered bitches can build up infection in their uterus 
with each cycle until it becomes overwhelming. Early signs 
include lethargy and drinking more than normal. They may 
develop a nasty discharge but fairly quickly will become 
obviously ill. Spaying is the most common treatment but is 
more risky in dogs that are ill and the condition can be fatal. 
Having said that, owners are often surprised by how well their 
dogs recover and how much younger they seem after the 
surgery. Both pyometra and some mammary tumours can be 
treated successfully if they are picked up early, but all too 
often working dogs have to be euthanased because they are 
presented to the vet in the final stages of disease.

Older dogs
For dogs and bitches, and just like their owners, eyesight and 
hearing worsen as they get older. There is often little we can do 
to help but, when they also get stiff and sore, we can help with 
daily doses of anti-inflammatories/painkillers. This can prolong 
their working life but is also a well-deserved kindness for an 
animal that has worked hard to make your life easier.

Diseases commonly vaccinated for in dogs

* Please note these are not the same leptospira that infect cattle.

Disease
Canine distemper virus (CDV)
Canine parvovirus (CPV)
Canine adenovirus (CAV)
Leptospira canicola and Leptopira  
icterohaemorrhagica*
Canine parainfluenza virus (kennel 
cough) and/or Bordetella bronchiseptica

Caught from
Secretions from infected dogs
Faeces from infected dogs
Saliva and faeces from infected dogs
Drinking water contaminated with infected 
urine, or penetration through damaged skin
Contact with infected dogs

Clinical signs
Diarrhoea and fever, then fitting and death
Severe often fatal vomiting and diarrhoea
Vomiting, diarrhoea, hepatitis and ‘blue eye’ can be fatal
Severe liver and kidney disease can be fatal

Persistent hacking and highly infectious cough that 
usually resolves within 2-3 weeks.

It can be easy to forget routine treatments and check-ups for 
farm dogs can prolong their working life.

Some diseases, such as tapeworms, can affect both sheep 
and sheepdogs.

Maximise Lamb Performance
with

Premier Lamb
Drench with organically chelated trace element vitamin supplements

High levels of Cobalt and Selenium
Not all mineral drenches are the same

For more information contact Jonathan Guy
T   01886 880482  M  07866 607466

E   jganimalhealth@aol.com  W  www.jganimalhealth.com
Keeping an eye on things

Real-time alerts to your
smart phone when a
gate is opened or stock 
or equipment is moved 
or stolen.

Developed for the 
farming community.farming community.

Call David on
01491 651229 or
07515 898204

www.uwatch.co.uk
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Showing just what can be achieved by 
completing a British Wool training course, 
22-year-old shearer Nick Greaves has just 
returned from an incredibly successful trip to 
New Zealand to work and compete.

Nick completed his first British Wool shearing 
course in 2011, attaining the highest gold seal standard just 
two years later at age 18. A year 
later he won his first title at a 
local show, rapidly progressing 
to win the English Circuit at 
intermediate level in 2015 and at 
senior level in 2016. 

He has just returned from New 
Zealand, where he has spent 
the winter shearing alongside 
competing in shows. In the Golden 
Shears in Masterton, North 
Island, he was first in the senior 
speed shear, shearing a shearling 
in 31 seconds, and was fourth 
in the senior final. At the World 
Championships in Invercargill, 
South Island, Nick was second in 
the speed shear and fourth in the 
‘all comers’ competition. 

Home enterprise
Back at home at Gayton, Staffordshire, Nick lives on the family 
farm with parents Robert and Karen, and older brother Richard. 
He is kept busy during lambing and calving for the 600 Texel 
cross Mule ewes and 70 suckler cows.  

Nick says he had a passion for sheep from a young age, 
inspired by his grandfather, a shearing instructor, and his 
mother, a shearer. At 15 he began working with a local 
contractor wrapping wool and, despite having seen thousands 
of sheep being sheared by other people, found it was far harder 
than he anticipated when he first gave it a go. With his first 
shearing course under his belt, he set up his own contracting 
business with a shearing trailer towed by his mother until he 
was able to drive. With two other shearers and his girlfriend 
Kate to wrap wool, his business shears around 35,000 sheep 
a year across the Midlands. He puts his personal tally at 
around 100,000-head.

Nick has done the shearing season in New Zealand every 

year since he was 19, as well as travelling to Norway and Italy 
to experience their systems. His competitive nature means he 
enjoys competing at home and abroad.

“For me, a shearing competition is the same as any sporting 
competition and my goal is to represent England in the World 
Championships in 2019,” he says. “I would not be where I am 
today without the help of British Wool and Hywel Jones, who 

mentored me for four years. 
“I learned the basics on 

courses held at our farm, a 
host farm. These included the 
importance of attention to detail 
and adhering to the correct 
process. I was then able to 
further expand and develop my 
knowledge and skills.

High standards
“I have been taught to treat 
every day in the shed, shearing 
as a contractor, as practice for 
competitive shearing. So, whether 
contract or competitive shearing, 
I always adhere to the same very 
high standards.”

We are British Wool 
...so are you

Regional Depots Auction

Shearing training HaulageGrading

Exhibitions

British Wool works 
with over 40,000 sheep 
farmers collecting, 
grading and selling 
their wool at auction.

You can find out more 
about British Wool at:

Tel: 01274 688666
Web: britishwool.org.uk

Nick Greaves rapidly progressed from shearing his first 
sheep at 15 years old.

British training prepares young 
shearer for international stage

NSA supports British shearers
British Wool reports renewed engagement from the younger 
generation in shearing, through and thanks to competitions 
and world record attempts. That is one of the reasons NSA 
sponsored the English, Welsh, Scottish and Northern Irish 
teams at the World Championships in New Zealand this year.

Phil Stocker, NSA Chief Executive, says: “NSA was 
delighted to support the four UK teams this year, seeing it 
as an important activity to promote the vital skills the sheep 
sector is reliant on for flock management.”

British Wool puts thousands of shearers through its blue, 
bronze, silage and gold seal standard courses each year. 
The training events, run by instructors with 20-25 years’ 
experience, are held across the country from May to the end 
of July. Find details at www.britishwool.org.uk.

Grass weed killers 
Two new herbicides have been launched 
by Dow AgroSciences. Leystar is for 
use on new-sown leys to control 
a wide range of weeds such as 
chickweed, charlock and fat hen, plus 
seedling perennial weeds like docks, 
buttercups and thistles. It is safe 
to use on young grass and can be 
sprayed from when three grass leaves 
have appeared.

Envy is for nutrient-deficient 
paddocks and pastures that have 
been over-grazed or worn out, allowing 
weeds to take over. Stock can be 
returned to graze in seven days.

Both herbicides contain florasulam, 
the first new active ingredient to 
be approved for use in established 
grassland for more than 12 years. 
It allows treatment at cooler 
temperatures, catching weeds such 
as buttercups and dandelions before 
they flower.

More at www.dowagro.com.

Silage sheeting
Passion Ag has launched a new silage 
sheeting into the UK market, claiming 
it is 100 times more effective than polyethylene plastic at 
stopping air penetrate clamps. Passion Film Gold has a 
specific oxygen barrier while also offering strength, stretch and 
flexibility. The Italian product is popular in Europe and North 
America but has not been sold here before.

Details on 08006 771179 or info@passionag.com. 

Sheep rustling deterrent
In response to sheep rustling problems, an Oxfordshire-based 
company has launched its smart phone-based alerting system 
to the agricultural sector. uWatch can sense a gate opening 
and transmit an alert in less than a minute, allowing farmers 
to potentially inform the police before criminals even know they 
have been spotted.

The system uses a cross-network SIM card that will pick 
up the strongest local mobile phone signal and store it in 
a battery-powered ‘cube’ that can work on its own or be 
configured to monitor several small discrete sensors. Sensors 
can be placed on gates, barn doors, parked quad bikes or any 
other static object. 

The uWatch app can also be used to ‘asset register’ time-
stamped photos of vulnerable items, recording descriptions 
and serial numbers for the use of police, insurance companies 
and local crime watch initiatives.

Details at www.uwatch.co.uk. 

Silage inoculant
A Germany silage inoculant 
called Bonsilage Fit G is being 
marketed in the UK by Realistic 
Agri. The product has been 
designed to shift fermentation 
patterns to increase the energy 
content of grass silage, while 
also boosting aerobic stability. 
Clamps can be used after eight 
weeks of treatment and ensiling.

Details on 01952 433644 or 
office@realisticagri.com.

Rodenticide spray
A new anti-rodent spray has been launched by Lodi 
UK for use in domestic and agricultural buildings. 
The spray forms a durable film that lasts up to six 

months and can be used 
on electrical cabling, 
insulation materials, 
machinery and anything 
else rats and mice might 
damage by biting or 
chewing.

More on 01384 
404242 or www.lodi-uk.
com.

New products launched

Online biosecurity
A new website from biosecurity company Kilco has been 
designed to make it easier to browse and order on-farm 
items. The sheep section at www.kilco.co.uk includes 
categories for lambing, hoof care, animal health and the 
environment.

Machinery trading platform
An online tool has been created to enable 
farmers to share machinery, reducing the amount 
of time it sits idle during the year. Machinery 
owners can list what they have at www.farm-r.
com, allowing users to view what is of interest 
to them and the rental rates being offered. It 
is possible to list an item with an operator, or 
contractors can list full contracting services. 



BRITISH ROUGE SHEEP 
 

The easy lambing terminal sire 
producing quick growing lambs with 

excellent meat to bone ratio 
 

Secretary: Patricia Imlah 
secretary@rouge-society.co.uk 

01651 862920 
07803 897419 

 

www.rouge-society.co.uk 
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Be the smarter investor, 
use a Border Leicester 

 

  See what it can do for your flock!  
 

It’s as easy as ABC… 
 

Added conformation 
Built to last 
Cross it with any breed 

 

Contact: Katie Keiley, Secretary. 01556 660155. 07902 855440 
 

www.borderleicesters.co.uk 
 

Charmoise
Hill Sheep

• HARDY Hill Sheep
• Add SHAPE to your prime lambs

• EASY Lambing
• Terminal Sire suitable for 

tupping EWE LAMBS
Please contact David Trow Tel: 01686 688234

www.charmoisesheep.co.uk

DORSET
DOWN

FAST FINISHING
LAMBS OFF GRASS

Dorset Down Sheep Breeders’ Association
Havett Farm, Dobwalls, Liskeard, PL14 6HB

01579 320273 secretary@dorsetdownsheep.org.uk
www.dorsetdownsheep.org.uk

KING of the PRIME LAMB breed

ASSOCIATION

SH
EEP BREEDERS’

Est. 1892

strength in versatility

Tel: 01305 262126
e-mail: dorsetsheep@xlnmail.com

www.dorsetsheep.org.uk

For details of your local breeders call
Tel: 01904 448675

www.meatlinc.co.uk

Blackface 
Sheep Breeders’   
Association 

Information on the breed and sale dates 
available on our web site or from:- 

Aileen McFadzean, Tel/Fax: 01738 634018 
Email aileen@scottish-blackface.co.uk 

www.scottish-blackface.co.uk

Cambridge
Now providing genotyped rams 
of known prolificacy potential 

Details from Alun Davies 
Cambridge Sheep Society Secretary

01513 275699 
alundavies392@btinternet.com 

www.cambridge-sheep.org.uk

GEORGE MUDGE SHEARING
New and second hand

mains and 12V machines.
Full range of spares.

All requisites for shearers.
NZ Super Crook for only £25

Contact 01822 615456 or
info@georgemudgeshearing.co.uk

www.georgemudgeshearing.co.uk

SWALEDALE
SHEEP

BREEDERS
ASSOCIATION

England’s Premier Hill Breed.
Ewes are supreme for breeding 

Mule Lambs.
Rams are ideal for crossing

with other Hill Breeds for
increased lamb production

on the hill.
Secretary:

John Stephenson
Barnley View, Town Head, 
Eggleston, Barnard Castle,

Co. Durham DL12 0DE
Tel: 01833 650516

NORTH COUNTRY CHEVIOT

Profit from Quality Store Lambs
Visit www.nc-cheviot.co.uk
Contact 01750 82338 or

alison.brodie@nc-cheviot.co.uk

The ideal 
crossing 
sire for
all hill 
ewes

The ideal 
ewe for

producing
mules and 
half-breds

T: 015395 67973    www.beltex.co.uk

ILE DE FRANCE
The breed to meat 

your grades 
For 3Ls 

use an Ile de France 
Lean, Liveweight
and Lively lambs 

Secretary Edward Adamson 
07711 071290

www.iledefrancesheep.com

Secretary
01758 730366

Promotions Officer
079666 99930

promotions@lleynsheep.com
www.lleynsheep.com

LLEYN Sheep Society

Lleyn Ewe with Texel Lambs

 
Less work and more profit 

The fully performance recorded woolshedding 
breed, selected for resistance to worms.  

Tel 01985 845063 / 01647 252549 
 

www.sig.uk.com 
 

Sheep Breeding and 
Services Directory
Advertise here from just £30 per edition. 
Contact Helen Davies on 07976 803066 

or helen@nationalsheep.org.uk

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For breed and sale 
information please visit 
www.suffolksheep.org 

Or call 
02825 

632342 
 

HAMPSHIRE 
DOWN 

The UK native terminal  
sire for naturally fast-

finishing lambs off forage 
Contact Janet Hill on 01700 831652 

janet@hampshiredown.org.uk 
www.hampshiredown.org.uk 

 
 
 

MANX LOAGHTAN 

Low input producer of gourmet 
quality lamb and mutton 

 

Fine, naturally coloured wool 
 

Ideal conservation grazer 
 

Breed Secretary, Kim Everett, 01580 852691 
 

www.manxloaghtansheep.org 
  

 

Southdown 
Great on ewe lambs 

 

Details from the secretary 
Mrs Gail Sprake  
01986 782251 

secretary@southdownsheep 
society.co.uk 

 

www.southdownsheepsociety.co.uk 
 

The breed that makes ends meat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Cymdeithas Gwella Defaid Mynydd 
Cymreig Adran Bedigri 

 

Improved WELSH MOUNTAIN SHEEP 
SOCIETY PEDIGREE SECTION 

 

Established 1905 
 

Tel: 01745 730949 
secretary@welshmountain 

sheepsociety.com 
 

www.welshmountainsheepsociety.com 

 
 
 

CHAROLLAIS
A Chop Ahead 

of the Rest

www.charollaissheep.com
01953 603335
office@charollaissheep.com

NSA Large Block Charollais 2017_Layout 1       

Not to be missed events for breed society members and pedigree breeders
NSA Breed Society Forum - Thursday 4th May 2017

Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire
Representatives from NSA-affiliated breed societies are 

welcome to attend this free event.
www.nationalsheep.org.uk/events

Sheep Breeders Round Table  - Friday 17th - Sunday 19th 
November 2017, Eastwood, Nottingham

Fantastic line-up of speakers planned.
Packages on sale soon.

www.nationalsheep.org.uk/sbrt

British Berrichon 
The HARDY,  

EASY LAMBING, 
EASY CARE sheep 

Contact Sue Powell for information 
01989 770071 / 07974 360807 

berrichon@btconnect.com 
 

www.berrichonsociety.com 
 
 

 
NEMSA: North  

of England 
Mule Sheep 
Association 

 

SIMPLY THE BEST! 
 

The success of the North of 
England Mule has assured its 
place through the country’s 

leading commercial flocks. Why 
have mutton when you can lamb? 

www.nemsa.co.uk 
 

Details from Marion Hope  
01387 371777  

nemsa@btinternet.com 
 

And don’t forget the five NSA sheep events this summer. Details at www.nationalsheep.org.uk/events

By Jeremy Moody, Central Association of 
Agricultural Valuers
April sees a new relief from Inheritance 
Tax, rising to a possible £350,000. 
It can assist some farming families, 
making it worth careful review given 
the increasing HMRC challenge to 
claims for Agricultural Property Relief 
on houses.

In situations where it is attractive, this 
new relief, more certain than Agricultural 
Property Relief, will now allow an ageing 
farmer to let land out for a rent, having 
this relief on the house and Agricultural 
Property Relief still on the farmland. 

To be a ‘farmhouse’ for Inheritance 
Tax purposes, a house must have been 
where day-to-day farming was done in 
the two years before death; historic use 
as a farmhouse is not directly relevant. 
HMRC is increasingly looking closely at 
the facts and the subjective judgments 
of hindsight on which this can turn.

Phased relief
The new ‘Residence Nil Rate Band’ 
amount now offers a different approach 
instead of or alongside Agricultural 
Property Relief. Phased in up to 2020, 
this relief is transferable between 
married couples and civil partnerships, 
doubling its potential value. It may be 
less useful or available to some people, 
with Inheritance Tax planning much more 
dependent on the facts, but there are 
three factors to consider:-

The house: The relief is based on 
one house that has been lived in by the 
deceased while owning it. That could be 
the current house or a previous home 
that meets the test. ‘Downsizing’ rules 
enable someone who has sold a home 
to buy a smaller one or move into a care 
home or with children to have the relief 
on equivalent money.

Left to a lineal descendant: 
The house must be left to children, 
grandchildren etc (including adopted and 
step children). The widow/er of a lineal 
descendant can also qualify, but no other 
family members. This relief is not useful 
where there is no lineal descendant or 
this gift is not what is intended. The 
relief is reduced if the house is given to 
qualifying and non-qualifying heirs. 

Net value of the estate on death 
below £2m: This may be the biggest 
complication for many farming families. 
If the new relief is attractive it could lead 
to giving farmland or other business 
assets down the family before death. 

It may equally be the reason for others 
not to use the relief. A taper above £2 
million withdraws relief over slightly 
higher values.

This is the net value at death of the 
estate after liabilities and debts but 
before any reliefs such as Agricultural 
Property Relief or Business Property 
Relief and so the value of farmland is 
relevant.

Gifting assets
Gifts before death will reduce this figure 
but are likely to attract Capital Gains 
Tax, now 20% (but 28% on dwellings). If 
the gift qualifies for Agricultural Property 
Relief or Business Property Relief, the 
timing might not matter. The donor can 
claim Holdover Relief from Capital Gains 
Tax but taking the original, generally 
lower, base value for any future disposal, 
carrying forward a large taxable gain. 
That might not matter if the land is 
being kept indefinitely, as where farmed 
by an active generation. Keeping the 
land for an early sale after death could 
see less tax with the higher base value 
given by Inheritance Tax but relieved by 
Agricultural Property Relief or Business 
Property Relief.

Other gifts would be liable to Capital 
Gains Tax too. While that is lower than 
Inheritance Tax they would only be fully 

outside Inheritance Tax if given seven 
years before death.

 For a death in 2017/18, the new 
relief is worth £100,000, rising by 
£25,000 each year and reaching 
£175,000 for deaths in and after 
April 2020. Like the ordinary Nil Rate 
Band amount of £325,000, that is 
transferable between married couples so 
worth up to £350,000. Where a spouse 
died before this April, their widow/er can 
bring forward £100,000. 

Rates of relief
Where a married couple wishes to leave 
a home to a lineal descendant and 
each dies with a net estate of less than 
£2 million, up to £350,000 of relief 
is available on objective tests when 
Agricultural Property Relief might not 
work. Where Agricultural Property Relief 
is justified, that may be more valuable 
for any ‘farmhouse’ up to £500,000. 
Equally, it could cover the taxable 
value of a farmhouse after Agricultural 
Property Relief or be used on another 
qualifying house.

In conclusion, the new relief will 
offer valuable help to some but not 
suit others. With long-term planning 
important for farming families and 
assets, it gives a prompt to take advice 
and reconsider plans where appropriate.

New tax relief could incentivise 
older farmers to rent out land

Could there be an increase in opportunities for new entrants and young farmers if the 
old generation can use tax relief to rent out land while remaining in the farmhouse?



As the NSA Next Generation project goes from strength to 
strength, it was fantastic to kick off 2017 with the first 
delivery session for the group of 12 young sheep farmers 
selected for the NSA personal development and sheep 
farming training programme.

The 2017 NSA Next Generation Ambassador Group is 
the fourth of its kind and a highlight for each year’s group 
is meeting face-to-face for the first time after the rigorous 
selection process. The 12 young people (pictured) will go on 
to spend another four sessions together before the end of 
the year, forming a close network that provides just as much 
support for each other as the formal training element provided 
by NSA, remaining in touch long into the future.

Joanne Briggs of NSA reports: “The first 
session in South and West Yorkshire 
spanned three days and gave the NSA 
Ambassadors plenty of chance to 

get to know each other. 
The practical 
elements 
included 

a look at proactive flock health planning with NSA member 
Graham Pears and sheep vet Fiona Lovatt, an insight into the 
wool supply chain with British Wool Marketing Board, advice on 
body condition scoring ewes with AHDB Beef & Lamb, and an 
explanation of performance recording Signet.”

NSA thanks Mr Pears for providing a meeting room and farm 
tour on the first day, and AHDB Beef & Lamb and BWMB for 
generous sponsorship of the three-day session.
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Browse the full range of Heiniger Cutters and  
Combs at www.coxagri.com/shearing-equipment

WORLD CLASS 
PRECISION MADE 
SHEARING  
EQUIPMENT

“Heiniger equipment is made 
with great precision and the 
reliability, lifespan and the 
smoothness of the hand pieces 
have always impressed me.”

Matt Smith  
Ewe Shearing  
World Record Holder

On My Farm
The NSA Next Generation Ambassadors selected in 2017 will 
write monthly blog entries through the year. Read a snapshot 
here and find them all in the “Profiles” section at www.
nsanextgeneration.org.uk.

Richard Taylor (30)
Direct selling lamb off rent-free grazing 
ground in Wiltshire.
While preparing for lambing, I have also 
been thinking about how and where I 
am going to sell my lambs this year, 
and whether to run any ewe lambs on 
or buy shearlings again in the autumn. 
I have invested in a wood-fired lamb 
spit-roast and have my first wedding booked for the end of 
July. This could be a good string to my bow and provide a great 
shop front for my lamb, alongside my other outlets. 

I have also taken on more part-time work with a 600-ewe 
pedigree Lleyn flock. This scale, outdoor lambing in April, 
will be an eye opener for me and interesting to see another 
system. 

Tom Vickers (22) 
Producing Mules on the Weardale Hills 
of County Durham.
Lambing is in full swing. I have 
implemented a new recording system 
in our commercial ewes, scoring 
for number of lambs, average lamb 
birthweight, lambing ease, lamb vigour, 
mothering ability, milking ability and udder conformation. The 
aim is to create my own index score to cull the bottom 15% 
and use the best to breed replacements.

Away from the lambing shed, I have applied my first 
fertiliser of the year and we’ve been busy horn burning, 
bolousing and marking the Swaledale gimmer hoggs 
(pictured) ahead of their return to the hill farm. Hopefully 

we are beginning to 
turn the corner into 
spring, but I would 
be naïve to get my 
hopes up in this part 
of the world. 

Matt Haydon (33)
Running pedigree Lleyns as an 
employed shepherd in Staffordshire.
The run-up to lambing has been 
eventful, as I became the proud father 
of baby Alice in late February. Both 
mum and baby are doing very well.

On the farm we’ve been busy 
finishing off vaccinating and 
bolusing ewes and gimmer lambs (pictured), which all look 
tremendous. Recording performance and growth rates with 
our EID system for the last couple of years looks to be paying 
off in the younger sheep, as they are a cracking bunch and 
very uniform at around 55kg each. Our aim is for mature 

ewes at 65-70kg so 
it will be interesting 
to follow the gimmers 
through the next 
year to see if we are 
achieving this. 

New rules: Please note a change for all NSA Next Generation Shepherds Competitions this year, regardless of where they are 
held, is that competitors will chose five out of six elements to complete, rather than having to do five compulsory ones. 

Flying start for NSA Ambassadors

NSA Next Generation Event, Suffolk
Plans are coming together for a bigger, better and more 
exciting NSA Eastern Region Next Generation Event. This 
will be the third day of its kind, to be held on Saturday 10th 
June at Goldolphin, Rutland Stud, Saxon Street, Newmarket, 
Suffolk, CB8 9RS. It will be open to all members and friends 
from 11am with catering available through the day.

A range of practical 
demonstrations will take 
place, with the opportunity 
to quiz the mentor at each. 
Incorporated alongside this 
will be the option to compete 
in the NSA Next Generation 
Shepherd competition, open 
to young shepherds aged 
under 27. This competition 
element will see participants 
go head-to-head to complete 
a series of tasks, with the 
winner getting the opportunity to represent NSA Eastern 
Region in the final at NSA Sheep 2018. 

Visitors will also get the chance to take in the 
surroundings with a farm walk looking at how the commercial 
flock operates within the working horse stud, as well as 
opportunity to see some world class race horses. It promises 
to be a day with something for everyone, including more light-
hearted competitions for sheep enthusiasts of all ages to 
have a go at.

More information at www.nationalsheep.org.uk/events.  

NSA events for young shepherds
While the five NSA sheep events running this summer will 
all include an NSA Next Generation Shepherds competition, 
two NSA regions are planning whole days dedicated to 
encouraging shepherding skills in young people.

NSA Marches Region and NSA Eastern Region will be 

running exciting and sociable days, where attendees can spend 
time watching and participating in various demonstrations 
and practical sessions – with the option of selecting various 
competitive elements if they wish to also enter an NSA Next 
Generation Shepherds competition.

NSA Next Generation Training, Gloucs
Want to hone your shepherding skills to improve your 
sheep enterprise? Make sure Sunday 14th May is a date 
in your diary for the NSA Marches Region Next Generation 
Shepherds Training Day.

Proceedings will start 
from 11am at Carswalls 
Farm, Upleadon, Newent, 
Gloucestershire, GL18 1ED, 
and it’s a day not to be 
missed for any young person 
with an interest in sheep. 
There will be a laidback 
atmosphere and practical 
approach to learning new 
skills and brushing up on ones you already have. The event 
will incorporate work stations revolving around a number of 
everyday shepherding tasks, with leaders on-hand to provide 
tips for keen and aspiring young shepherds.

Visitors can choose to get involved and participate at 
as many or as few of the stations as they want, or simply 
spectate and ask questions from the side lines. Activities will 
include shearing, lamb selection, ATV handling and electric 
fencing to name just a few.

NSA members and non-members are all welcome, so 
come along with friends or family to make the most of the 
experts wanting to share knowledge and advice. Food will be 
available through the day, with a BBQ and social to round off 
the afternoon. 

More information at www.nationalsheep.org.uk/events.
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