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The UK’s journey to conclude 
negotiations for its departure from the 
EU is now, theoretically, more than 
half way there. And, as we progress 
into what is still unknown territory, 
providing a voice for the sheep sector 
has never been more important. Our 
own long-term objective of increasing 
NSA membership is critical if we are 
to invest in and grow our resources to 
achieve our objectives. 

They are not complicated and can be 
summarised as supporting our sheep 
farming members so that they are as 
well equipped as possible to succeed, 
and to provide a framework in which 
sheep farming can thrive and where 
people can enjoy and feel a sense of 
pride in what they are doing.  We are 
often referred to as an industry body, but 
in truth we are defending a way of life 
that needs to be sustainable.

We may still face many uncertainties 
surrounding our departure from the 
EU, but there is no doubt that the 
NSA’s voice is being heard. Particularly 
important has been ensuring that we 
receive recognition that our sector 
is most at risk from losing tariff-free 
trade with the EU, and that special 
consideration to secure our future is 
needed when negotiating wider trade 
deals across the world. 

During this process, NSA has risen 
to the challenge of being credible and 
making ourselves heard while working 
constructively in partnership with others 
who share our views. We have created 
a strong network for sheep producers to 
build a collective voice and resources 
to tackle not just Brexit, in the best 
way that we can, but to also deal with a 
host of other important issues. We have 
positioned ourselves to harvest some of 
the opportunities that are undoubtedly 
out there.

Ongoing challenges
Life is such that our work will never be 
done. There will always be challenges 
to overcome and there will always be a 
need for research and new approaches. 
We have been investing on behalf of our 
members for some time and we do have 
a growing armoury to draw on to make 
our case for the future. 

Earlier this year we added a new 
report to our list: ‘The Benefits of Sheep 
in Arable Rotations’. This examines 
how a return to this traditional practice 
can work within modern day farming 

business structures. This work adds to 
our 2016-published ‘Complimentary Role 
of Sheep in Hill and Upland areas’ report 
and several others on subjects including 
‘The Wider Consequences of Releasing 
Lynx into the UK’ – a topic that relates 
closely to addressing misinformation 
surrounding the broader re-wilding 
debate. 

Release opposition
In early August the Lynx Trust UK finally 
submitted its release licence application, 
for four females and two males to 
be released in Kielder Forest, which 
ended more than a year of speculation. 
This application hurriedly followed a 
split between the Lynx Trust and its 
academic partners, who then created 
a new structure ‘The Lynx Project’, 
with speculation of discomfort within 
the camp concerning some of the 
approaches and the methodology.  

If the NSA’s experiences of 
communication with Lynx Trust UK are 
anything to go by then that discomfort 
is justified. And local discomfort from 
farmers and many other land managers 
about plans to release these high-level 
predators led us to organise an evening 
meeting on the outskirts of Kielder on 
the 16th August. 

While it was good to see nearly 200 
people attend – all clearly opposing a 
release – the prospect of big cats openly 
living wild in the UK is not good. It’s not 
good for sheep, sheep producers, wildlife 
or the ecology that has been so heavily 
invested in and is so highly appreciated.  

Of course, six Lynx on their own won’t 
decimate UK’s sheep industry, but they 
are likely to cause a real problem for the 
individual sheep farmers affected. Once 
out, the likelihood of ever removing them 
is remote and experience with other 
protected predator species suggest they 
are unlikely to stay at a population of 
just six for very long.
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Brexit and Lynx 
‘battles’ continue
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News 
UpdateNSA Regions

NSA Lambing List 2017 
Are you considering taking on some 
student help during the next lambing 
season? The 2017/18 NSA Lambing List 
is now open for advertisements. Get your 
notice in online at www.nationalsheep.
org.uk/lambing-list or, if you do not have 
internet access, you can contact NSA 
Head Office. 

Adverts are listed in the order they’re 
submitted, so it’s never too early to get 
yours in. The list will be published on 

the NSA Next 
Generation 
website once 
NSA members 
have started 
to apply, so 
students can 
use the details 
provided to 
contact farms 
directly and 
discuss a 
placement. 

Guidelines are available for farmers 
who’d like more information and for 
students, before they can access the list.

Members’ meetings notice
There are two NSA Annual Regional 
Members’ Meetings coming up. The 
business at each will include: election/
re-approval of the Chairman, Vice 
Chairman and Treasurer; nomination/re-
approval of the regional Trustee Director; 
election of new committee members 
and endorsement of current members; 
a chairman’s report; and a treasurer’s 
report relating to the region’s finances. 

Members residing in a region are 
eligible to appoint a proxy vote on their 
behalf if they cannot attend the meeting, 
but this must be done in advance with 
NSA Head Office. Download a proxy 
notice at www.nationalsheep.org.uk/
events or contact NSA Head Office.

Notice is hereby given that:  
The Annual Members’ Meeting of NSA 

Northern Ireland will be held at AFBI, 
Large Park, Hillsborough, County Down, 
BT26 6DR, 7.30pm on Monday 20th 

November 2017.
The Annual Members’ 

Meeting of NSA Marches 
Region will be held at Stratford 
Livestock Centre, Stratford-
Upon-Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 
8LP, 7pm on Wednesday 22nd 

November 2017. 

Lamb and mutton 
goes down well at 
Westmorland Show
NSA enjoyed a twofold presence 
at Westmorland Show, Cumbria, in 
September. It was great to see so many 
NSA members and friends in the sheep 
lines, including HRH the Prince of Wales. 
He paid a welcome visit to NSA Northern 
Region committee members Eddie 
Eastham, Thomas Carrick and Thomas 
Vickers, alongside NSA Chief Executive 
Phil Stocker. 

NSA also took up residence in the 
popular regional food hall, offering lamb 
and mutton 
tastings to the 
visiting public. 
A delicious 
offering of 
local Herdwick 
mutton 
tagine and a 
lamb stew, 

which was made with lamb produced 
and kindly provided by NSA Northern 
Region Trustee and Westmorland 
County Agricultural Society President 
for 2017 John Geldard, were thoroughly 
enjoyed by all who sampled them. It 
was encouraging to hear the public’s 
enthusiasm for both meats and their 
willingness to support local and British 
sheep producers.

Kelso ram sale breaks 
£3-million mark
NSA Cymru/Wales Region Development 
Officer Helen Davies attended Europe’s 
largest one-day ram sale in September, 
where sales totalled more than a record 
breaking £3m. Kelso ram sale reported 
a bumper trade, with the top price going 
to a Texel Shearling ram from Karen and 
Allan Wright’s Midlock flock, based at 
Biggar, which was sold in a three-way 
share between John Elliot of Kelso, 
Jonathan Watson of Berwick, and Mike 
and Melanie Alford of Cullompton. In 
total 101 shearlings sold at £2,000 
or more and 35 lambs for more than 
£1,000.

Producers should ‘be prepared’ if lynx re-introduced
Lamb and ewe losses resulting from 
attacks by lynx, wolves and wolverine 
are, sadly, commonplace for Finnish 
sheep producers. 

Mikko Äijälä is one such producer 
and, as a local director of agriculture, 
he also has to inspect all livestock 
damage caused by large carnivores in 
the Siikalatva district. During the second 
week of August and there had already 
been three incidents within a week. 
First a lynx killed six ewes and up to 
ten lambs in Pulkkila. A couple of days 
later 15 sheep were killed by a wolf just 
30 miles further. The third case was a 
single ewe killed by a wolverine. 

All the sheep were killed mainly 
for ‘practise’, not much of any of 
the carcases was eaten. “It is quite 
probable that, at least, in the first 
occasion a mother was teaching her 
offspring to catch prey,” says Mr Äijälä. 
“Sheep would be a good starting point 
for this kind of practise, even a relatively 
small cub or pup can kill a lamb.”

Finland’s sheep population is 
around 150,000 head. Arable and dairy 
producers often run sheep as a second 
‘side’ enterprise and specialised sheep 
units with more than 150 ewes are 
scarce.

On the other hand, large carnivore 
numbers are growing – as is the number 
of attacks on sheep. “And it is almost 
impossible to prevent these attacks 
because the predators are unafraid of 
humans. Sheep are often killed when 

they’re within just 75 metres from the 
nearest house,” explains Mr Äijälä.

The Finnish government does pay 
full compensation for lost animals. 
“But their remains must be found first. 
Lambs that are carried into the woods 
and eaten almost completely may be 
difficult to find.”

Mr Äijälä has views about the 
proposal to re-introduce lynx to the UK. 
“Sheep producers should be prepared. 
It is certain that, at some point, large 
carnivores would not only kill deer but 
also livestock and, most probably, 
sheep. 

“At first, there could be some 
sympathy towards farmers. But, as 
years go by, that might change. The 
blame could be put on farmers for not 
adequately protecting their livestock.”

New president appointed at NSA AGM
NSA held a successful AGM in August, 
and is pleased to announce that Lord 
Inglewood of Hutton in the Forest, 
from Penrith in Cumbria, is the new 
association President. Lord Inglewood 
succeeds His Grace The Duke of 
Montrose, who handed over at the NSA 
AGM, held in Ballymena, County Antrim. 
The day before the meeting, delegates 

were also treated to an exceptional 
tour of Harphall Farm, the home of 
former NSA Chairman Samuel Wharry, 
who tragically passed away earlier this 
year. NSA Chief Executive Phil Stocker 
and guests were joined by members of 
Samuel’s family in planting a memorial 
tree to Samuel in the garden at the 
farm.



quarantine unit scheme tab at www.qwfc.co.uk. Our next 
regional committee meeting is on Thursday 9th November, at 
2.15pm in the Presidents Pavilion on the Royal Welsh Show 
Ground. A full report of our regional farm walk on Tuesday 3rd 
October will be in the next issue of Sheep Farmer.

NSA Northern Ireland Region 
By Edward Adamson, Development Officer

As we near the end of Regional 
Chairman Campbell Tweed’s 
term in office, he recently invited members 
of our committee to a BBQ at his farm in 
Cairncastle. He and wife Isabel made up for 
the inclement weather with an excellent 

presentation of food, which was much appreciated by all 
those attending. Our Regional Treasurer Ian McDonnell has 
also been recognised in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List 
with a BEM for the lifetime of work he has put into his local 
area of Portaferry. Belated congratulations from all of us on 
his well-deserved award.

Unfortunately, the pleasing weather we had for the first six 
months of the year is now being balanced out with extremely 
wet conditions and the prospect of an early winter. At the end 
of August, flooding in the North West of the province left a 
wake of devastation. Livestock has drowned and buildings 
have collapsed under the pressure of flood water. DAERA has 
put an aid package in place for those most severely affected. 

There is an old folklore saying, details of which I cannot 
remember exactly, which suggests lots of hawthorn bloom in 
May is a sign we will have a long winter. That seems to be a 
spot-on prediction this year.

This year is the 20th anniversary of AgriSearch in Northern 
Ireland. Funds contributed to AgriSearch are used to 
commission research into the improvement and development 
of beef, sheep and dairy farming. AgriSearch’s guiding 
principal is to provide a practical benefit for primary producers 
to reduce costs, improve performance, drive innovation and 
improve welfare. 

NSA Northern Ireland Region has always had a close 
working relationship with AgriSearch, with our members 
involved in partner farm projects and several sitting on the 
sheep committee. The amount of research and development 
carried out in the sheep sector through AgriSearch involvement 
is probably higher in relation to other ruminant sectors, 
indicating good work from the sheep committee. 

AgriSearch’s General Manager Jason Rankin is becoming 
involved in a lot more exciting projects due to his effective 
work and excellent negotiating skills. This increase in workload 
has led to the appointment of Project Officer Elizabeth Earle, 
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NSA Cymru/Wales Region
By Helen Davies, Development Officer 

It doesn’t seem long since 
NSA Welsh Sheep back in 
mid-May and at our August 
regional committee meeting we 
incorporated a ‘wash-up’ discussion on the 
event. Despite the wet weather and other 

challenges on the day, it has proved very successful for the 
region. But it would not have been possible without help 
from local volunteers and members of Bwlch and Crickhowell 
Young Farmers Club. We are hugely grateful to everyone who 
gave up their time and were delighted to be able to send the 
club a cheque for £750 to thank them.

In a market update at the event, HCC informed us that 
lamb prices have been considerably higher than the equivalent 
period in 2016. And 5% more lambs have come onto the 
market in the period up to July compared to the same period in 
2016. So this could mean fewer lambs coming forward during 
peak season in September through to November. It will be an 
interesting trend to follow.

Late August saw myself, Regional Chairman Llew Thomas 
and NSA Chief Executive Phil Stocker meet with Welsh 
Government Cabinet Secretary Lesley Griffiths to discuss 
several topics relating to our Welsh sheep sector. 

The meeting provided an opportunity for us to raise our 
concerns on the level of trust and inclusion between our 
devolved nations and Westminster, particularly as we are faced 
with new challenges as a result of Brexit. We also took the 
opportunity to discuss the ongoing issue of quarantine units. 

As a region, we have been very vocal in trying to make 
the case for an ongoing system that would allow for lighter 
bureaucracy isolation units for show and specialist sale 
animals. These would sit alongside more formal and 
accredited quarantine units for commercial operators and we 
have also suggested alternatives to the mandatory 24-hour 
electronic reporting of animals going into a quarantine unit. 

Frustratingly, all our suggestions have been met with 
regulatory or IT hurdles, underpinned by Wales’ Chief 
Veterinary Officers determination for the highest possible 
levels of biosecurity. It was a very useful and positive meeting 
overall, though, with many important topics discussed. But it is 
disappointing not to be able to report on the likelihood of any 
movement reporting or quarantine flexibility. 

Quarantine Units came into force on 11th September. 
Further information on how to apply can be found under the 

NSA reports – devolved nations

Extreme wet weather has caused devastation in parts of 
Northern Ireland.

NSA Welsh Sheep wash-up hails event a success, despite the 
rain!

from Gorey in County Wexford. Her family runs a 350-ewe flock 
and she has a degree in Animal Science. I expect the sheep 
sector to continue benefiting from the work of AgriSearch for 
many more years

The levelling value of the Euro against Sterling created an 
initial perk to slaughter lamb prices, but the increase in lamb 
numbers forward in August seems to have nullified these 
increases with prices now on a par now with those of 2016. 

The Brexit debates continue, with no significant updates in 
our region at the time of writing. After initial confidence with 
increased lamb prices earlier in the season, there now seems 
to be a warier approach as more producers become cautious 
of the unknowns that lie ahead in Northern Ireland.

NSA Scottish Region
By George Milne, Development Officer
While many farmers are busy buying 
and selling during this peak trading 

period for sheep, your 
views and concerns 
are still being relayed to 
government and officials. 
NSA Scottish Region held a 
committee meeting recently 

in which all aspects of the sheep sector were 
discussed in detail, with many views being taken forward to 
other government meetings. 

Regional chairman John Fyall met with Fergus Ewing and 
Michael Gove recently, as part of a Scottish farming round 
table group. We are working to secure meetings with other 
ministers alongside Scottish and Defra government officials 
to raise our concerns for the sheep sector during Brexit talks. 
I have been involved in Brexit meetings in Scotland and as 

part of the UK Livestock Brexit Group. Discussions continue 
around the importance of trade for the sheep sector and we 
are continuously reminding Ministers and government officials 
of the impact that a cease in export markets would have on our 
market opportunities for lamb. 

With 96% of all the UK lamb exported going into Europe, the 
consequences of that market closing overnight is unthinkable. 
Some form of transition period is essential if we are to agree 
new deals for markets in Europe. We are also encouraging 
trade deals with non-EU countries. 

While Scotch Lamb is finding its way into Sweden, for 
example, markets need to be secured for British lamb and 
we know discussions are taking place with the likes of Saudi 
Arabia, China and Japan. NSA Scottish Region will continue 
to work hard for our members to try and influence the best 
outcome for our industry.

George (far right) took part in Scotch Lamb sampling with 
members of Aldi’s Cupar store in September.



and typically end up being more of a 
discussion group for like-minded farmers 
– we look forward to seeing many of 
you there. Find more details at www.
nationalsheep.org.uk/events.

Northern
By Heather Stoney-
Grayshon, Manager
The NSA North 
Sheep 2017 
Organising 
Committee met 
recently for the final time to review the 
event held at Tow Law in June. It has 
been hailed a success, with a strong 
attendance from those within the region 
and further afield.  

Companies also noted successful 
days on their stands and our thanks 
go to everyone who was involved. The 
committee will now start to look for 
venues for the 2019 event.

Our most recent committee meeting 
in August was held on one of the driest 
days of the late summer. And many 
stayed away to take advantage of this 
weather. None the less, there were still 
plenty of producers around the table 
able to discuss the agenda. The next 
committee meeting is to be held on 
Wednesday 1st November at Eden Hall, 
Penrith. 

NSA Northern Region was also 
involved in holding a farmers’ discussion 

meeting regarding the proposed release 
of lynx into Kielder Forest in August. 
The meeting was held at Elsdon Village 
Hall and was attended by more than 
100 farmers, landowners and other 
delegates. This shows how strongly 
people feel about this subject. Some 
of the facts learnt about lynx that 
night really shocked many people and 
heightened the requests to not let the 
release happen. As you will see from 
recent press articles, NSA is continuing 
to keep this topic very much in the 
spotlight.

South East
By Bob Blanden, 
Manager
For the fourth 
year running, 
the region held joint ‘Rams, Fit for 
Purpose’ meetings with AHDB Beef 
& Lamb in late August. The numbers 
attending highlights the importance 
of this subject and I never fail to learn 
something from each one, which I am 
sure applies to all attendees. 

An important lesson from host and 
Kent-based vet Hugh Skinner was that 
you would not buy a sports car without 
looking under the bonnet, so do the 
same when you buy a ram. We are 
very grateful to all hosts – Bethan and 
Dom Klinkenberg, Hugh and Pauline 
Skinner and Perin and Sonja Dinely, as 
well as AHDB’s Steve West – for jointly 
organising these events. 

These meetings followed my 
attendance at the Edenbridge & Oxted 
Show, and what a great show that is. We 
have also had a presence at Heathfield 
show and Thame, Wilton and Dolphin 
Sheep Fairs, where it is always good to 
catch up with members. The shows also 
allow us to speak with the public, which 
is a useful and important exercise. It 
would be good to be joined by members 
to help get messages across next year, 
so please consider volunteering.

The more recent regional report gave 
notice of our Sheep Health, Wealth 
& Production Conference, to be held 
on Wednesday 22nd November at the 

University of Surrey Vet School. Full 
details are enclosed in this issue, as 
an insert, and you will see that we have 
an outstanding list of speakers. So 
make sure you book your place. We are 
very grateful to our sponsors, who have 
enabled us to offer places at a reduced 
rate for NSA members.

Now an important announcement 
about NSA South Sheep 2018, but first 
I’d like to thank everyone who sent 
back the survey. It helped us make the 
decision to move next year’s event to 
the South of England Showground on 
Saturday 8th September. The committee 
had wanted to hold it on a weekday but, 
because we wanted to move it to a time 
of year when people can get off their 
farms more easily, we were left with a 
Hobson’s choice on dates. 

I hope that members will understand 
why we made these changes because it 
is not easy to slot a biennial event into 
an already full calendar – and we always 
have difficulty finding suitable host 
farms.

South West
By Alan Derryman, 
Chairman
Our congratulations 
to Rowland Smith for 
breaking the eight-hour full wool ewe 
shearing world record at his brother’s 
farm, near Launceston. It was a great 
effort and he sheared 644 ewes. We 
also wish Gareth Owen and Clive Hamer 
‘good luck’ as they attempt a British 
Blade Shearing record at the end of 
September in Somerset. Hopefully the 
weather will have improved by then. 
After an excellent first half of the year 
with the weather, the past month has 
been pretty wet and cold at times. 

Grass growth has not been a problem, 
but keeping the quality right has. Many 
farmers have struggled to get enough 
finish on lambs. Let’s hope it dries up 
soon or l can see a long winter ahead. 
Despite this the sheep trade has been 
good for all sections. 

Antibiotic resistance and usage seem 
to be on the agenda at the moment and 
l think that it is important to work with 
vets on this if we are to keep the sheep 
industry in the strong position it holds at 
present. 

The EUROP grid that we have all 
been familiar with for years for carcase 
evaluation is also up for potential review. 
It will be interesting to see if this does 
need to be changed, with Brexit and 
the uncertainty we have surrounding 
our industry and future markets. That’s 
something for all sectors to think about. 
We hope members who were able to 
attend our farm walk on 26th September 
enjoyed their afternoon. We’ll have a 
report in the next issue of Sheep Farmer. 

Central
By Anne Payne, Manager
The unpredictable 
weather has interfered 
with silage crops and hay-making for 
some, particularly hill farmers under 
HLS who are not allowed to mow till 
mid-July. However, the weather held 
out for Hope Show this year, where 
NSA Central Region sponsored the 
Best in Show class again. It was won 
by the champion Suffolk from Stephen 
Buckley, Derbyshire.

Market reports have been 
encouraging. The abundance of keep 
in some areas has meant that lambs 
originally sorted for the store lamb trade 
were found to have finished early. And 
the Eid festival has also helped to keep 
trade buoyant. 

After buyers’ cautious approach to the 
early store lamb sales, trade was brisk 
at Bakewell on 1st September, where 
6,600 store lambs averaged £66.45. 
This confidence in the industry also 
seems to have fed through to the early 
ram sales. Long may it continue. 

On sheep health issues, our resident 
vet Chris Lewis reminds us that autumn 
traditionally marks the start of scab 
season, due to the increased movement 
of sheep to new premises. Both scab 
and resistant internal parasites love 
to hitch a ride onto an unsuspecting 
farm, but this can be controlled by good 
quarantine practices. 

Alongside appropriate treatments, all 

sheep entering a new flock should ideally 
be quarantined for three weeks to allow 
enough time to identify any diseases 
they may have brought with them. Chris 
adds that good quarantine procedures 
could save hundreds of pounds in the 
longer term.

Finally, we are looking forward to 
seeing members and friends at our farm 
walk planned for Sunday 8th October, 
at John Gate’s farm near Northwich 
in Cheshire, where we’ll be viewing a 
variety of different enterprises. For more 
details visit www.nationalsheep.org.uk/
events. 

Eastern
By Jonathan Barber, 
Manager 
Our Annual Regional 
Members Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 11th October, at 6pm, at 
the Heath Court Hotel in Newmarket, 
Suffolk. And this will be followed by a 
relaxed and friendly discussion on the 
‘future of lamb marketing’. Speakers 
are yet to be confirmed, but it will be 
a panel of professionals involved in the 
procurement and selling of lamb meat. 
We will also have a speaker on a topical 
health issue. 

A hot carvery supper will be provided, 
free of charge, to the first 30 NSA 
members to book and the charge will 
be £8 per head thereafter. The offer is 
open to one meal per NSA membership. 
Do try and come along. It would be great 
to see some new faces and to hear 

your opinions on NSA, our region and 
the issues you would like future events 
to focus on. Further details will be 
circulated to all members shortly. 

We would like to apologise to Richard 
Thompson, of George Thompson Farms, 
who we visited for a farm walk in May. 
We incorrectly reported where his 
lambs are sold. All his lambs go live 
through Thrapston Market. Mr Thompson 
recently told us that they have done 
tremendously well this year, with more 
lambs going earlier and excellent prices 
being achieved. 

The region is in the process of 
organising the NSA Eastern Region 
Winter Fair at Melton Mowbray Market, 
to be held on Friday 9th February 2018. 
Do come along and pick up some helpful 
information prior to the lambing season. 
Entry is free for NSA members. Our 
regional ram sale at Melton Mowbray 
Market also took place in September 
and a full sale report can be found on 
page 11.

Marches
By Antony Spencer, Chairman
It has been a straightforward 
summer for sheep farming 
in the region. I think most producers’ 
lambs have done well, particularly as 
they got off to such a good start with 
the early summer weather. 

The trade has remained unbelievably 
strong and has given many summer 
finishers possibly the best returns they 
have ever seen. I just hope that this 
doesn’t lead to a big rise in numbers 
next year, with producers chasing the 
trade. 

Outcomes of breeding sales so far, 
and the general response I get from 
talking to others, makes me think there 
is still a lot of uncertainty around the 
future of our industry post-Brexit. Most 
producers are planning to carry on as 
they are now and see what tomorrow 
brings. 

The only certain thing is that NSA is 
doing, and will continue to do, its upmost 
to make our voices heard and push for 
the best possible trade deals for sheep 
producers. This is the most important 
time we’ve seen in our industry for 
many years and it is absolutely vital we 
do what we can to get the best for our 
future. 

All regional members and friends are 
invited to attend our Annual Members 
Meeting on Wednesday 22nd October, 
at 7pm at Stratford Livestock Market. 
A buffet supper will be provided. All our 
regional meetings are open to everyone 
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NSA South East Region’s Rams Fit for Purpose meetings proved successful in late 
August, with a strong turnout across three sessions.  

NSA reports – English regions

Champion Suffolk from Stephen Buckley, Derbyshire, won the Best in Show class at 
Hope Show this year, which was sponsored by NSA Central Region.

Mitchel Britten & Elizabeth Barber’s 
champion ram at the NSA Eastern 
Region ram sale, held in Melton 
Mowbray. 
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NSA Eastern Region will be returning to Melton Mowbray 
Market for its biennial Winter Fair on Friday 9th February 
2018. The market’s buildings have undergone considerable 
development and the event will take advantage of the site’s 
excellent new facilities and catering to provide a warm, 
informative and fun day for all sheep farmers. 

A wide range of trade stands will have various products 
on show, including: feeders, tags, handling equipment, 
software, feed, fencing, animal health products, and much 
more. Different breeds of sheep will be on display and several 
auctioneering companies will also have a presence.

There will be live demonstrations taking place throughout 
the day, so visitors can check out exactly how equipment works 
in a practical situation. 

The popular seminar sessions, held in the warm and 
excellent facilities of Melton Mowbray’s banqueting suite, 
will also be back in 2018. Thanks to an excellent line-up of 
speakers, these are set to be practical and helpful talks to 
inform sheep farmers on a variety of subjects. 

Designed to test the skills of young shepherds will be the 
NSA Next Generation Shepherd Competition, also running 
throughout the day at the event. Anyone aged 26 or under can 
enter, with all competitors in with the chance to win a share of 
the £500 prize-money fund. A special prize will also be on offer 
for the highest placed competitor aged 21 and under. 

Entry forms are available from the organisers or via the 
NSA website. Why not have a go and test your skills at 
lamb classification, belly clipping, ATV handling, and sheep 
management tasks. And fill out a questionnaire on flock 
management and health issues.  

The event will run from 10am until 4pm, with free entry 
for NSA members or £5 for non-members. One membership 
card permits one free entry. For more information visit www.
nationalsheep.org.uk/events. Alternatively contact Event 
Organiser Jonathan Barber, NSA Eastern Region Manager, in 
conjunction with Norfolk-based Ceres Solutions, on 01953 
607860 or email carroll@ceressolutions.co.uk. 

Improved facilities for Eastern 
Region Winter Fair
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A buoyant mood at this year’s NSA Wales & Border Early 
Ram Sale meant good sheep sold well and the day grossed 
a record £256,880 – that’s £43,000 more than 2016’s sale. 
This year’s top price was 1,750gns. The number of rams sold 
was 426, well up on 2016’s 390, with more than 76% of the 
rams forward sold compared to 72% in 2016.

Vendors were generally pleased with the day’s trading. 
Chairman John Owens said: “Everyone seemed to be in a 
good mood, with good sheep making decent money. The 
better sheep found a new home and there was demand for 
all breeds, which sold well and with many showing increased 
averages.”

Record turnover
Executive Director Jane Smith added: “It was great to see a 
record turnover. It’s the first time the sale has grossed more 
than £250,000 and we were delighted with the trade. We used 
social media to bring a wider audience to the sale and we were 
pleased to see new faces, along with our established buyers.”

The headline figure was 1,750gns for a Texel shearling, sold 
by S4C Ffermio presenter Meinir Howells and her husband, 
Gary. Tycam Y Bardd, out of the home-bred Tycam Solo, sold to 
K. and J. Davies of Cefn Coch, near Heyhope in Powys. 

The Howells family, of Pentrecwrt in Llandysul, regularly 
sell at NSA Wales & Border Sales. The remaining 60 of 
their pedigree Texel tups were offered for sale at the main 
September sale.

Top price
A Charollais, sold by Charles Marwood to Reg Brooke, topped 
the breed at 980gns, with another sold by W. C. & R. L. Bowen 
to James Tenbury for 980gns. A ram from Charles Harding’s 
Suffolk flock sold to the Dufosee family, of Warminster, for 
920gns. And Adrian Dufosee’s Beltex cross topped the breed 
prices at 800gns.

Dave Roberts of Shrewsbury was delighted when his two-
year-old Blue Texel ram topped the breed price at 800gns. He 
said he had only been breeding Blue Texels for three years 
and this was his first home-bred ram – a tup he praised for its 
‘shape and style’.

Record early 
sale at Builth

Top-price Texel ram from Meinir Howells and family.

Ram prices held at 
Rugby Sale
Top prices were up at NSA Eastern Region Rugby Ram Sale, 
held at Rugby Livestock Market in late August. Leading the 
prices was the first-prize pen of Texel shearling rams, from 
Paul Castle, based at Washingley near Peterborough, at 
700gns. 

The further two rams in the prize-winning pen made 
600gns each to the same buyer, R. and J. Miller. Next best 
went to regular vendor Barbara Smith, of Slapton Manor in 
Towcester. Two of her Texel shearling rams sold for 600gns 
to N. K. Butcher. 

The champion pen of rams were Charollais shearlings from 
Alan Thomas, from Kimcote in Leicestershire. Buying the 
whole pen at 560gns apiece was D. Craddock. 

Mr Roots, of Southam in Warwickshire, had a good pen of 
ten Beltex-cross Charollais shearling rams, which sold to a 
top price of 450gns and finished on an average of £419. 

Top Suffolk price of 500gns went to a shearling tup 
from Sheila Eggleston, based at Walton-on-the-Wolds in 
Leicestershire. 

The top priced ram lamb was 410gns for a Charollais from 
John Williams, who’s based at Kimbolton, Cambridgeshire. 

Results in the show and sale saw Best Group of Three 
Charollais Shearling Rams go to Alan Thomas, which sold to 
560gns. The Best Group of Three Texel Shearling Rams went 
to Paul Castle, selling to 700gns, and the Best Group of Any 
Other Breed was awarded to Sheila Eggleston and her group 
sold to 500gns. Overall champion went to Alan Thomas. 
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Top quality rams peak 
at 850gns
A tremendous show of rams was put forward at the 32nd 
Annual NSA Eastern Region Melton Mowbray Ram Sale, held 
on Friday 15th September. The champion pen judged on the 
day were Charollais shearling rams owned by Mitchel Britten 
and Elizabeth Barber, from Wymondham in Norfolk. They 
were awarded the Melton Borough Council Salver by Mayor 
Councillor Baines. 

Trade for their pen of five was strong, topping at 850gns 
and finishing on an average of £768.60. The top-priced ram 
was purchased by K. A. Gill, from Burton Lazars, and the 
other four went to Burton Farms Ltd, based at Rempstone.  
Also selling at 850gns was another Charollais shearling tup, 
this time owned by C. D. Timm, from Appleton Roebuck in 
Yorkshire. The buyer for this ram was W. T. Carr & Sons, of 
Loughborough.

The top-priced Charollais ram lamb, from Jonathan and 
Carroll Barber’s Crogham Flock, sold for 480gns to A. & R. 
Fyfe. Trade for Texel tups was consistent through the lots, 
with a top of 820gns going to Barbara Smith, from Towcester 
in Northants. Her four shearling rams finished averaging 
£782.25. The flock also took the NSA Best Pen of Ram Lambs 
trophy and went on to achieve the highest priced lamb at  
590gns, averaging £559.13 for four sold. Other top pens of 
Texels came from regular vendors R. R. & M. Lawrence whose 
smart, well-fleshed tups finished on an average of £593.00 for 
eight sold to a top of 780gns. A smaller entry of Suffolk tups 
found better trade than in previous years, with a top of 850gns 
for a shearling ram from David Inman. 



A Bluefaced Leicester ram lamb topped a lively trade at 
the NSA Wales & Border Main Ram Sale in late September, 
selling for 9,500gns. The sale turnover was well up on 2016, 
at £2,225,138, with 87% sold and averages also up. NSA 
Wales & Border Executive Director Jane Smith was pleased 
with the day’s trading. “Turnover was £13,000 up compared 
to 2016, with a similar number of rams sold and a strong and 
steady trade for good, commercial tups across the breeds,” 
she said.

Chairman John Owens’ Suffolk tup achieved the breed’s 
top price. It was sold by J. & P. Owens to G. Davies & Co, from 
Llangamarch Wells, for 1,500gns

The headline price went to Michael and Nicky Gray, who 
run the Espley flock of Bluefaced Leicesters near Morpeth, 
Northumberland. The ram sold to W. & C. Ingram, of Logie 
Durno near Aberdeen, and this was the highest price the Gray 
family have yet achieved. It followed a run of high prices for the 
breed, including tups selling at 5,000gns and 4,000gns.

Top prices
It was a good day for the Texel breed too, and particularly for 
Michael James. His headline price shearling, which sold to 
8,600gns, won the pre-sale breed championship, adding to 
several rosettes already collected this season. The ram lamb 
was sold to John Elliot, of Kelso; Paul Phillips, of Kimbolton in 
Herefordshire; and Ed Page, of Bedale.

A Lleyn bred by Derek Steen, of Lockerbie, sold for 
3,500gns. The highest priced Charollais was sold by Jeremy 
Price, from Staunton on Wye near Hereford. It went for 

2,850gns to Joe Powell of Welshpool. The highest-priced 
Charollais ram lamb was sold for 2,300gns by the Corbett 
family, of Newent in Gloucestershire.

The Border Leicester sale was topped by a ram sold for 
2,500gns, by Roddy and Libby Jones, to the Richards family of 
Park Farm in Crosswell. 

A North Country Cheviot, sold by Peebleshire-based 
Cockburn and Partners, went to Jane Jackson, of Lockerbie, 
for 1,800gns. A Beltex sold for 1,600gns, from Dafydd Lewis 
of Llanwrda, to Evans of Cwm Saeson in Llanarth. And a Beltex 
cross, from Michael Owens of Llandussul, sold for 1,650gns to 
D.J. Lloyd & Co, from Trefeglwys.
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Entries were up by almost 100 sheep at the NSA South West 
Region Ram Sale in mid-August, with numbers accounted for 
by an increase in Charollais females and cross-bred entries 
nearly doubling compared to 2016. 

The Texel trade topped at 1,500gns, the best price of 
the day, for a shearling from first-time vendors M.G. and K.J. 
Coumbe, from Liskeard, which sold to E.W. Quick & Sons. F.H. 
Chave & Son won the trophy for the best pen of rams and the 
business also sold the overall Texel champion at 1,300gns. 
There were few ewes present and the female champion, a 
shearling ewe compared to Graham Hill, made 350gns. The 
overall average was up £84 compared to 2016.

V.J. & M.L. Roots & Son won the Beltex championship with a 
shearling ram selling for 1,200gns. The Roots family also won 
female champion with a shearling, selling for 950gns. 

The Derryman family sold a Suffolk to a top of 720gns. 
All shearlings forward sold, with an increase of £38 to the 
average. 

Good quality
Ram lambs saw a top price of 740gns for Robin Irwin. Suffolk 
females sold to 250gns for Arthur Brown. Clive Morse, another 
new vendor, sold Berrichons to 540gns and Richard Turner 
topped the Lleyns at 520gns. Good quality cross-bred rams 
sold well, but overall there was a disappointing clearance. 
The Quick family topped at 520gns. Dorsets reached 420gns 
for Les French and, once again, the Derrymans topped the 
Hampshire Down prices at 400gns.

Gerald Burrough sold the champion Charollais male for 

720gns, with the Quick family taking top price of 780gns. 
There was a good commercial trade and the 52 shearling rams 
sold. Several ram lambs were sold and topped at 580gns for 
the reserve male champion, from John Barker and family. 

The increased number of Charollais females attracted 
crowds from across the country, resulting in a pleasing trade. 
Carol Irwin presented the female champion that made 680gns. 
Ewe lambs averaged £260 and topped at 400gns, for Arthur 
Brown and Gill Beckley.

An increase in non MV accredited sheep saw James Heard 
sell Suffolk shearlings to 450gns, Brian Dallyn sold Bluefaced 
Leicesters to 320gns, and Dorset Downs made a return to the 
sale, selling to 250gns for N.J. Bond.  

Entries up at Exeter sale

The Texel trade topped at 1,500gns at this year’s sale.

A Bluefaced Leicester topped the trade at 9,500gns.

Bluefaced Leicester tops lively sale



With an expanding flock and a growing 
passion for sheep, timing could not 
have been better for Daisy Williams to 
win an IAE lamb weigh crate, as part 
of a National Sheep Association (NSA) 
giveaway this year. 

“I was completely shocked to receive 
the phone call telling me I had won,” 
Daisy says. “I rang my dad straight away 
and we were both over the moon. We 
have been looking at new weigh crates, 
so this win couldn’t have come at a 
better time.”

Daisy is the third winner in NSA’s 
membership recruitment prize draw, 
which is giving away four IAE lamb weigh 
crates, each worth more than £550, 
throughout this year. New NSA members 
are automatically entered into the 
draw on signing up, as well as existing 
members who recommend someone to 
join.

Better returns
Daisy had begun a carpentry course 
at Hereford and Ludlow College before 
deciding a career in agriculture was her 
calling and returning home to help on 
the family farm, based at Newton St 
Margarets, Herefordshire. She is hopeful 
that the win will allow her to achieve 
better returns from her finished lambs 
as she continues to expand her mixed 
commercial flock, run alongside the 
family’s dairy herd. 

Growing up, Daisy says it was her 

grandad who originally sparked her 
interest in sheep. “After returning home 
from college to help on our family farm, 
I was excited to be given five North 
Country Cheviots to get started with,” 
she says. “I’ve built that up to a flock of 
52 so far, which I’m planning to carry on 

expanding and developing in the future. 
I sold some rams at the NSA Wales & 
Border Main Ram Sale, in Builth, for 
the first time this year. This was an 
important milestone for me.”

As a young shepherd, Daisy says 
that she is keen to make the most of 
her NSA membership to help move 
her growing sheep enterprise forward. 
“There is so much useful information 
to hand as an NSA member, which is 
particularly beneficial for young farmers 
like myself as I continue to learn about 
the industry,” she says. 

NSA membership
“I would definitely recommend any young 
person involved with sheep to join up. I 
am looking forward to getting involved 
further, particularly with the Next 
Generation training days where I can 
meet other like-minded people.”

A fourth and final IAE weigh crate 
will be given away later this year. Full 
terms and conditions and membership 
application forms can be found at www.
nationalsheep.org.uk/draw/. 
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Weigh-crate win for young 
Herefordshire-based shepherd

Daisy Williams is now the proud owner of an IAE lamb weigh crate.

Daisy plans to expand her flock.
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By Phil Stocker, NSA
Live exports and the continuation of 
this type of trade is one of the many 
topics caught up in Brexit and related 
discussions. The UK sheep industry 
benefits from a broad spectrum of 
market routes, which come together 
to increase demand and provide 
competition, as well as balance meat 
cuts and seasonality and generally help 
to keep prices up. 

Live exports continue to be a 
contentious issue in the eyes of the 
public, so it is important to try to get the 
facts accepted and understood. We see 
live exports as one useful element of our 
sheep market, often coming into play to 
increase demand. 

This can be seen seasonally and, 
at times, in certain regions of the UK. 
Keeping sheep prices reasonably high 
means that sheep are valued and 
invested in. This improves sheep health 
and welfare and stimulates investment 
in the farm and the environment. 

NSA created an official policy position 
on live exports in October 2014, well 
in advance of Brexit discussions. 
Fundamental points around the 

importance of high welfare remain 
although, with future trade agreements 
unclear, it is important to take stock and 
consider what these might look like. 

The NSA would not want to see live 
exports banned, but wouldn’t necessarily 
want to see a move to conditions that 
led live exports to increase from current 
levels. If they did, we would have to work 
hard to justify it in the eyes of the public. 
And we would also lose the ability to 
add value to cuts and create jobs in our 
domestic processing sector. 

We would also lose the ability to 
place different parts of the carcase into 
optimum markets – another area where 
potential added value could be missed. 
We are prepared to work on an ‘assured 
routes’ scheme, which would guarantee 
that optimum welfare conditions were 
being met.

Live exports – what does the 
future hold?

Leaving the EU – trade facts 
• It is irrational to think that live 

exports should be banned from a 
nation. Transporting livestock across 
water is not a welfare issue in itself 
and journeys across the English 
Channel are no longer than common 
on-land routes.  

• Research shows there are no welfare 
issues with sheep crossing water, 
as long as seas are not too rough. 
Additional rules are in place for 
vehicles involved in transporting 
livestock longer distances. 

• The main stress for transporting 
animals is associated with loading 
and unloading and not the length 
of the journey. It is a fact that you 
can transport sheep from South 

East England across the channel 
into Northern France and Belgium in 
less time than on-land routes across 
devolved nation borders. 

• There appears to be a lack of 
confidence in regulatory compliance 
once sheep are across the Channel 
and enter mainland Europe. The 
WATOK regulations set out conditions 
required for transport within eight 
hours and above, including more 
than 30 hours, and rest times. There 
is evidence that compliance has 
not been good in the past, which 
we have responded to in proposing 
the creation of an ‘assured routes’ 
scheme. No interest has been shown 
in this to date.

It’s not only Brexit that’s on the policy agenda. Other 
subjects are also being discussed although Brexit is so all 
encompassing that most will feed into the Brexit process 
indirectly, if not directly. NSA continually responds to industry 
consultations and a few of the current ones are summarised 
below:

Halal Quality Standard Mark  
AHDB Beef and Lamb closed a consultation at the end of 
August that asked questions about the potential development 
of a Halal Quality Standard Mark. This included setting 
standards and providing labelling options for pre-stun and 
no-stun slaughter options, and looking for views on immediate 
post-cut stunning as a method to improve welfare while 
satisfying the demands of a sector of the ethnic community for 
which pre-stun slaughter is unacceptable.  

The Halal market is increasingly important to the UK sheep 
market, with the Muslim population growing and sheepmeat 
consumption among Muslims estimated to be in the region of 
32kg per head per year.  

Estimates are that Halal consumers account for more than 
20% of all sheepmeat consumption in the UK. NSA’s response 
to the consultation stated that we must be sure of a market 
demand for a Halal Quality Standard Mark in order to progress. 

We believe that the standards should start off the way they 
are intended to be once established, because we know that 
communicating substantial standards changes once a scheme 
is established is difficult. 

As a principle we support clarity of labelling so that 
consumers can make clear informed choices. And anything that 
can be done to assure the best possible standards on farm 
and at slaughter, via our national farm assurance standards, 
should be a positive move. 

Non-stun slaughter is highly contentious and is done to meet 
the beliefs of a certain Islamic sector. Open discussion and 
dialogue has to be encouraged and the AHDB consultation is a 
welcome part of this.  

Carcase evaluations
AHDB has also held a primary ‘call for views’, which closed on 
7th Sept, on the future of the EUROP grid, exploring whether it 
is still fit for purpose and whether other methods of evaluation 
should be considered.  

Depending on the responses, a full industry consultation 
may take place later this year. This consultation certainly 
relates to Brexit when you consider the importance of trade, 
and new trade routes as we exit the EU, and the need to 
ensure quality criteria to meet market needs. 

Initially the EUROP grid feels to have done more to raise 
awareness of carcase shape and fat cover, rather than enable 
price reporting as was its original aim. There are two distinct 
sides to this – evaluating and measuring carcase quality (and 
there are several criteria that can constitute quality), and 
reporting prices.  

NSA has consulted across all four UK nations and our view 
is that the EUROP grid is well understood and there is definitely 
a case for it to continue. However this still doesn’t mean the 
entire system shouldn’t be reviewed.

There is more interest in today’s supply chains to measure 
meat yield, and yield by value band, and some interest in 
measuring tenderness and texture. For price reporting, it 
is entirely inadequate that we have virtually all live prices 
reported but very few deadweight reports feeding into the 
mix. And there needs to be agreed ways to ensure consistent 
standards of reporting. NSA will keep members informed.

Sustainable Management of Natural 
Resources
The Welsh Government’s consultation on the sustainable 
management of natural resources closed on 30th Sept and 
will require some careful consideration and well-thought-out 
responses. A total of 98 pages, comprising eight chapters 
– covering topics including forestry, designated landscapes, 
access to outdoors, water, smarter regulation, agriculture, and 
wildlife – give an indication of the breadth and importance of 
this consultation.  

While you might think that the agriculture chapter should be 
the most important to sheep producers and NSA, it’s actually 
(but not exclusively) the ‘access to outdoors’ chapter that is 
the most important and contentious subject that we need to 
focus on.  

If we are not careful then a few tasters for the future include 
opening footpaths for cycling and horse riding, cycle racing on 
bridleways, and extending CROW Act access land.  

As for bright spots, well there are more questions and 
concerns than these. But at least Welsh Government has been 
listening to the problems caused by dog attacks on sheep and 
are proposing a statutory requirement for dogs to be on short 
leads when close to livestock.  

I would encourage all NSA members in Wales to engage 
with this consultation and to respond – however short that 
response might be. Simply respond to the questions that are 
most important to you and don’t be put off by the length of the 
document. NSA will be responding in our own right but sheep 
producers need as much input to this consultation as possible. 

NSA has consulted across all four UK nations and our view 
is that the EUROP grid is well understood and there is definitely 
a case for it to continue.  However this still doesn’t mean the 
entire system shouldn’t be reviewed.

Working with New Zealand
I’ve often said that, in an ideal world, we wouldn’t see the 
New Zealand sheep industry as competition. Instead we 
should have bigger collective aims, such as a need to position 
sheepmeat more favourably and stimulate more consumption 
of lamb. And we have been communicating and finding a few 
areas of work that we can do together.    

But Brexit is forcing the issue – and at a pace that makes 
me feel very uncomfortable. To know that teams from New 
Zealand have been here meeting with senior Defra officials and 
Ministers without any inclusion of the UK industry is unnerving. 
The fact that senior Civil servants have accepted an invitation 
and are just about to visit New Zealand and learn about the 
efficiency of their industry makes me nervous too. 

Then, in terms of future trade, we have yet to negotiate 
the sharing of the 280,000 TRQ (tariff free quota essentially) 
between ourselves and the EU as we part company. But the 
New Zealanders want the flexibility to place the entire quota 
into either the EU or the UK. 

That may work for them but, try as I might, I don’t think it 
can be argued to help us. That is unless, of course, we export 
even more of our lamb for others to eat and we import more 
and cheaper lamb for our UK consumers to feast on. Sound 
familiar?  

It’s what some members of the Cabinet have been saying is 
a key benefit of Brexit, but it doesn’t sound like good long-term 
common sense to me. I hope that, during their travels, Defra’s 
officials are made aware of the level of currency devaluation 
alongside the withdrawal of subsidies in New Zealand, and that 
they consider whether such a strategy is likely to work here.

Consultations update
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What started as a social media 
campaign in 2015 has continued to 
gather momentum for a third successful 
year this September. There were some 
fantastic examples of local and national 
news outlets getting behind the week 
this year, as well as several major 
retailers pledging their support via on-
pack promotion and online blogs. 

The NSA Next Generation 
Ambassadors, a group of young sheep 
producers from around the UK, proved 
to be excellent faces of the campaign. 
They were particularly successful with 
local news and radio outlets, resulting 
in almost all the group giving an 
interview on why targeted domestic lamb 
marketing is so important to get the next 
generation of shoppers interested in 
eating and buying lamb. 

One highlight in NSA South East 
Region was when NSA Next Generation 
Ambassador Richard Taylor made 
an appearance on Saturday Kitchen. 
Richard provided a tour of his sheep 
enterprise and cooked up a tasty lamb 
leg steak to demonstrate how quick and 
easy the product can be prepared. There 
were also some fantastic examples of 
NSA members getting involved in Love 
Lamb Week by putting on their own 

events – from lamb tasting to meat-box 
giveaways. 

NSA Eastern Region member Hazel 
Towler made the most of the opportunity 
to engage with the public by holding 
an open day at her farm in Thurleigh, 
Bedfordshire. Through a range of 
activities, including a mock auction and 
various demonstrations, Hazel and her 
team were able to signpost people to 
easy-to-prepare, family recipes. Support 

Huge media support for Love Lamb Week 

Love Lamb Week: backed by young sheep producers from around the UK.

from Bedford YFC also 
allowed several question- 
and-answer sessions to take 
place throughout the day.

Young consumers
With AHDB Beef & Lamb fully behind 
the campaign this year, one of the 
week’s main focusses was inspiring 
younger consumers to cook with, or 
even try, lamb for the first time. Several 
online initiatives formed the basis of 
this, through parenting advice network 

mumsnet and online 
‘kitchen hack’ videos 
that detailed recipes 
alongside tips and 
tricks for preparing and 

cooking different cuts of 
lamb. 

By approaching key members 
of mumsnet to cook and review several 
lamb dishes, more than 200,000 
website users were inspired to give 
the recipes a go. Support from major 
retailers Asda and Morrisons was also 
a fantastic achievement this year, with 
Asda committing to providing on-pack 
stickers for lamb rump steaks in 200 
stores during September. 

Morrisons also pledged its support 
via its online blog, outlining five reasons 
to buy British lamb alongside recipe 
information. 

“Thanks to input from AHDB Beef 
& Lamb, together with support from 
QMS and HCC, we have achieved a 
phenomenal amount of online coverage 
for Love Lamb Week this year,” says NSA 
Communications Officer Hannah Park. 
“If we want to reach a younger audience 
with lamb marketing materials on a 
national scale, online presence is key 
as it increasingly becomes the primary 

method of communication for young 
people. 

“NSA social media alone achieved a 
combined Twitter and Facebook reach 
of more than 250,000 people. That’s a 
fantastic achievement that is multiplied, 
hugely, when considering this alongside 
all of the Love Lamb Week content 
posted during the week.”  

The dates for Love Lamb Week will 
remain the same in future years (1st to 
7th September) and NSA will continue to 
work with AHDB Beef & Lamb and other 
levy bodies for region specific resources 
in Wales (HCC), Scotland (QMS) and 
Northern Ireland (LMC). 

Information and resources can still 
be viewed at www.nationalsheep.org.uk/
lovelamb. 

Open day at Hazel Towler’s sheep unit. Richard Taylor on Saturday Kitchen.
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Above: Year 12 home economics pupils at Lagan College, 
Belfast, who were shown how versatile lamb is to cook as 
part of Love Lamb week. Also in the picture is LMC Education 
Services Manager Cherrie Kenny and representatives from the 
Ulster Farmers’ Union who were present to help promote the 
campaign.

Above: Representatives from the Ulster Farmers Union (UFU) 
and ABP Food Group, Asda’s main red meat supplier, were on 
hand to speak with customers about the range of local lamb 
now available in stores and encourage them to try lamb dishes 
for themselves. The group was joined by Arnold Douglas, 
who is a fourth-generation sheep farmer from Limavady, who 
has been a member of the Northern Ireland Farm Quality 
Assurance scheme since its inception in 1992. Arnold rears 

lamb for ABP Food Group, 
which is supplied to Asda 
stores across Northern Ireland.

Left: Wenda Bristow, LMC food 
demonstrator, who showed a 
group of year 12 students how 
to cook up a lamb curry and 
lamb stir-fry as part of Love 
Lamb Week.

Left: Showing their support 
for Love Lamb Week at 
Supervalu, Comber, Co Down 
are (from left to right): Co 
Down sheep farmer and UFU 
Beef and Lamb Chairman 
Crosby Cleland; LMC 
Education Services Manager 
Cherrie Kenny; Co Antrim 
sheep farmer and UFU Deputy 
President Victor Chestnutt, 
and Co Antrim sheep 
farmer and UFU Hill Farming 
Chairman John Kennedy.

T H E  R O C K  S A L T  M E N
bomEST 1970

Ball  of  Madley Ltd

Telephone: 01981 250301

‘ H a n d  s e l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  H i m a l a y a s ’

• Imported and graded by us • No waste 
• Largelump size • Delivered nationwide

If it’s not our name on the bag, 
It’s NOT our salt!

www.ballofmadley-hereford.co.uk

P r e m i u m  Q u a l i t y  R e d  L u m p  R o c k  S a l tAbove: The UFU, along with 
the LMC, promoting Love 
Lamb Week at Tesco’s 
Newtownbreda. From left 
to right: Sam Chesney, Co 
Down beef and sheep farmer 
and vice-chair of the UFU’s 
Beef & Lamb Committee; 
Cherrie Kenny, Education 
Services Manager LMC; and 
Ivor Ferguson, Co Armagh 
sheep farmer and UFU Deputy 
President.

Left: Food demonstrator Helen 
Bell serves up a tasty lamb 
recipe for shoppers at Tesco in 
Newtownbreda, as part of Love 
Lamb Week.



Strong backing – right 
along the supply chain
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Summer and autumn are 
always a key time of year 
in relation to PGI Welsh 
Lamb. While most people 
do not look forward to the 
end of summer and autumn 
drawing in, for Welsh Lamb these 
conditions provide a solid platform to 
promote this high-quality food produce 
to UK consumer markets, across a 
growing range of media.

This year’s campaign has been based 
around the #LloveLlamb message, 
encouraging UK consumers to try 
PGI Welsh Lamb while, at the same 
time, building its 
reputation as a high 
quality and seasonal 
product that is 
distinctly Welsh.

The campaign 
was kicked off in 
style with Llambs 
Day on 1st August, 
where a host of 
industry insiders 
and consumer 
journalists delighted in a PGI Welsh 
Lamb taste experience at top Welsh 
chef Tom Simmons’ London restaurant, 
which overlooks Tower Bridge. The event 
promoted the news that PGI Welsh Lamb 
was in season and readily available in 
supermarkets and butchers shops up 
and down the country.

The summer also saw the Big Baa 
BQ online competition, where the public 
were urged to share social media posts 
to be in with a chance of winning a 
top of the range barbeque – since PGI 
Welsh Lamb deserves only the best. 
Twitter and Facebook users took the 
competition by storm and the winners 

received their coveted prize just in time 
for the August bank holiday weekend, 
to test out the barbeque’s prowess with 
some delicious Welsh Lamb.

New-season lamb
PGI Welsh Lamb was again to the fore 
during Love Lamb Week between 1st 
and 7th September. The campaign 
saw farmers, the NSA, food industry 
professionals and consumers share the 
word and the love for new-
season lamb. HCC teamed 
up with AGA stores and 
distributors throughout 
the country. Renowned 
for being a leading brand 
of top quality ranges, it 
was fitting to have top quality PGI 
Welsh Lamb cooking demonstrations 
in AGA stores during Love Lamb Week, 
as well as the rest of September and 
October, to highlight what a high quality 
product it is and to promote PGI Welsh 
Lamb as a world-class brand.

HCC were also representing PGI 
Welsh Lamb at other key festivals 
and events. PGI Welsh Lamb cooking 
demonstrations took place at the 
popular Conwy Food Festival in October. 
Welsh Lamb fans can also look forward 
to seeing HCC cooking demonstrations 
at the Portmeirion Food and Craft Fair in 
December.

Chefs and familiar faces also 
got involved with the Love Lamb 
Week action. Imran Nathoo, a 2017 
Masterchef contestant from Cardiff, 
featured Welsh Lamb in his pop-up 
restaurant. This was part of a summer 
social series in Cardiff’s contemporary 
foodie scene on 2nd September. 

On the same day, Italian chef 
Francesco Mazzei used Welsh Lamb 
sweetbread and kidneys to perform 

cooking demonstrations in 
London during Love Lamb 

Week. Francesco was 
a feature chef at the 
Meatopia festival, which 
took place in London 

from 1st to 3rd September. 
Originally founded in the USA, 

Meatopia is a celebration of all things 
‘meaty’ and has recently expanded to 
the UK.

Meat-lovers from across the UK 
experienced PGI Welsh Lamb in 
Francesco’s cooking at the sold-out 
festival.

BBC Two viewers may have spotted 
Welsh Lamb’s dalliance with the small 
screen during Love Lamb Week when it 
featured on former Great British Bake 
Off champion Nadiya Hussain’s new 
cooking show. The ‘Nadiya’s British 
Food Adventure’ series, which featured 
a different region of the UK in each 

PGI Welsh Lamb – on screen, 
online and on trend

Masterchef star Imran Nathoo creates a 
delicious Welsh Lamb dish.

Above: Nadiya Hussain meets Brecon-based sheep farmer 
Richard Roderick.
Left: Tom Simmons celebrating Llambs Day in London.

episode, saved Wales and its famed PGI 
Welsh Lamb for the series finale. Nadiya 
met with beef and sheep farmer and 
former HCC scholar Richard Roderick 
at his farm, based near Brecon, before 
using PGI Welsh Lamb to create a 
delicious family meal. The feature was 
a great way to highlight how easy and 
delicious Welsh Lamb is to cook with. 
Moreover, it provided a great platform 
to tell the story of Welsh Lamb, its 
provenance and the people behind the 
product. 

A new series of creative online recipe 

videos were launched on HCC social 
media channels during Love Lamb Week. 
The videos demonstrated Welsh Lamb’s 
versatility and gave some great ideas 
to parents who may have been looking 
for nutritious and quick meals to make 
as pupils (and parents) settled back in 
the school routine. Meanwhile, an online 
recipe selector was launched during 
the campaign, further highlighting the 
versatility of Welsh Lamb and offering 
quick and nutritious mealtime solutions.

“We’ve undertaken a wide range 
of activity as part of our #LloveLlamb 

campaign this year, to highlight to UK 
consumers that PGI Welsh Lamb is a 
high-quality product that is in its peak 
season throughout the late summer and 
autumn months,” says HCC’s Marketing 
Manager Rhys Llywelyn.

“The UK market is a key area within 
our overall marketing strategy and within 
our campaign. Between online activity, 
events and television appearances, 
UK consumers have come to know 
PGI Welsh Lamb as a signature and 
seasonal Welsh product of outstanding 
quality. ”
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A campaign 
designed to raise 
the profile of lamb 
with the younger 
generation has 
garnered a wealth of support right 
along the supply chain, from producers 
to retailers, all aiming to get lamb back 
on to consumers’ dinner plates.

Love Lamb Week, which took place 
from 1st to 7th September, saw the 
sheep industry and the wider public 
share their love for lamb through 
social media and a host of PR activity. 
Organised by the Agriculture and 
Horticulture Development Board (AHDB) 
and the NSA, and supported by the 
National Farmers’ Union (NFU), the 
third year of the campaign has been its 
biggest yet.

Firm fixture
During the past 15 years, fewer people 
have been eating sheepmeat and those 
aged 55 years and over make up the 
lion’s share of the market. Love Lamb 
Week was established by Cumbria-based 
sheep producer Rachel Lumley in 2015 
to address the fall in lamb consumption 
and has fast become a fixture in the 
sheep industry calendar. 

During Love Lamb Week 2017, a 
group of 12 young sheep producers and 
shepherds around the country came 
together as ‘lambassadors’, looking to 
inspire consumers and demonstrate how 
easy and versatile the meat is to cook 
with. The group championed lamb in 
their regions as well as taking to social 
media and acting as spokespeople for 
media interviews.

Early indications are that media 
coverage of the campaign was really 
positive, with a highlight being a 
piece on BBC’s Saturday Kitchen 
which featured Richard Taylor, sheep 

producer and NSA Next Generation 
Ambassador, from Corsham in Wiltshire, 
demonstrating his culinary skills in the 
middle of a field. The week was also 
covered by several national newspapers, 
as well as regional TV, radio and press.

On social media, there was a heavy 
stream of sharing from the Love Lamb 
Week Twitter and Facebook accounts. 
The Simply Beef and Lamb Facebook 
and Instagram feeds shared the love 
for lamb by highlighting a selection of 
simple and delicious recipes, such as 
a lamb leg steak with herb and paprika 
rub and a spin on a well-known classic, 
the lamb Caesar salad.

Extended reach
The campaign extended its reach 
through a partnership with parenting 
advice website, mumsnet, whose 
bloggers shared quick-and-easy recipes 
for lamb leg steaks that could be 
cooked in 10 minutes. Many families 
buy the same ingredients every week 
because the thought of trying something 
different, when money and time is tight, 
can often be daunting. The mumsnet 
activity aimed to help parents gain more 
confidence when cooking with lamb.

“The UK produces one of the largest 

volumes of sheep meat in the world, 
and is the third largest exporter,” 
says AHDB’s head of beef and lamb 
marketing Nick White. “British farmers 
play an important part in a global 
marketplace, producing high quality 
meat for consumers both around the 
world and at home.

“But against this background, 
consumer research indicates that UK 
consumption of lamb is declining. 
And this is where initiatives like Love 
Lamb Week create opportunities for 
sheep producers to encourage British 
consumers to put lamb back on their 
plates.”

Love Lamb Week is one of the 
initiatives within AHDB’s commitment 
to inspire British agriculture and 
horticulture to become more competitive 
and resilient, as part of its 2017 to 
2020 ‘Inspiring Success’ strategy.

Lamb facts and figures
• In the first six months of 2017, UK 

sheep meat production increased 
by 5% to 137,000 tonnes. Exports 
grew by 18%, with France being the 
primary market

• In the 52 weeks to July 2017, 
UK consumers bought more than 
108,000 tonnes of lamb, spending 
£845 million

• The average UK household buys 
4.6kg of lamb a year, with London-
based consumers buying the most 
at 5.7kg and Scotland and the 
Borders buying the least at 3.5kg

• In 1980, the average time to 
prepare and cook an evening meal 
was 60 minutes, in 2016 this stood 
at 30 minutes

• Lamb is naturally rich in protein, 
low in sodium and provides 
seven vitamins and minerals that 
contribute towards good health and 
wellbeing

• The UK sheep sector employs 
34,000 people on farms and a 
further 111,405 jobs in allied 
industries. This contributes a huge 
£291.4m to employment (source: 
NSA website)
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Quality Meat 
Scotland (QMS) 
has launched a high 
impact marketing 
campaign set to 
inspire millions of Scots about how 
easy it is to cook tasty, quick Scotch 
Lamb meals.

This year’s campaign 
builds on the success 
of the ‘Wham Bam 
Lamb’ campaign that 
has, during the past 
four years, highlighted the 
versatility of Scotch Lamb PGI. 

The 10-week campaign, which runs 
throughout September and October, 
aims to encourage shoppers to add 
lamb to their weekly shopping lists 
and promotes Scotch Lamb PGI as 
a versatile ingredient ideal for busy 
families to enjoy as a mid-week meal.

Family favourites
The Scotland-wide campaign is set to 
reach almost four million consumers and 
92% of Scottish families, highlighting 
Scotch Lamb PGI at its seasonal best. 
Among the quick and tasty recipes 
featured in the campaign are family 
favourites made with lamb – such as 
meatballs, stir fries, biryani and kebabs.

The campaign will be supported by 
online activity as well as undertaking 
almost 100 days of Scotch Lamb 
in-store promotional activity in 
Morrisons, Aldi and Costco. Scotch 
Lamb ambassadors will be tempting 
customers throughout Scotland with in-
store sampling of a range of easy lamb 
dishes. 

The campaign will include 
billboard advertising, 
using striking 
imagery of 
Scotch Lamb 
dishes, located 
strategically 
around the country. 
There will also be 
an eight-week long 
radio advertising 
campaign to increase 
understanding of 
how simple and quick 
lamb is to use as an 
ingredient for delicious 
and nutritious mid-week 
family meals.

This year the radio 
activity will feature an 

exciting new competition to tempt 
listeners around the country who could 
win a lunch party for friends and family 
featuring tasty Scotch Lamb dishes and 
hosted by two special guests.

In 2016 the high-impact ‘Wham 
Bam Lamb’ campaign saw the value of 

identified Scottish-origin lamb 
sales increase by 10.5%, a 

reflection of consumers’ 
increase awareness 
that lamb is a simple 

and easy-to-cook meat. 
“Our campaign 

encourages shoppers to 
make the most of a meat that is 

bursting with flavour and such a great 
ingredient for a whole range tasty 
dishes that can be cooked in less than 
30 minutes,” said QMS’ Marketing 
Controller Suzie Carlaw.

“Scotch Lamb PGI, as a brand, is 
recognised by 79% of our target market 
and this year’s campaign is a fantastic 
opportunity to really inspire Scots 
about this national treasure of a natural 
ingredient which our farmers are very 
proud to produce,” says Miss Carlaw.

‘Lambassador’ role
As part of this year’s Scotch Lamb 
campaign QMS also supported Love 
Lamb Week, which ran from 1st to 
7th September. Consumers, sheep 
producers, butchers and chefs were 
encouraged to get behind the national 
campaign to raise awareness of how 
simple and quick it is to make delicious 
and tasty family meals with Scotch Lamb 
PGI.

A young producer from 
Dumfries & Galloway, who 
is a member of NSA’s Next 
Generation Ambassadors 
programme, was took on 
the role of ‘lambassador’ 
during Love Lamb Week.

Alister Watson, from 
Williamwood Farm 
near Lockerbie, was 
among a line-up of 
‘lamb champions’ 
throughout the UK 
that encouraged 
everyone to 
get behind 
#LoveLambWeek.

“We want to 
highlight how 
Scotch Lamb 
fits in with 

modern living,” says NSA’s Regional 
Chairman for Scotland John Fyall. “There 
is no farmed animal in the UK that 
lives a more natural life than sheep. 
It’s in season just now, straight off 
lush summer pastures. And we’re 
lucky to have young people, like Alister, 
committing their future to the care of 
our flocks. Love Lamb Week offers the 
opportunity to encourage people to try 
the best of Scottish fayre.”

Social media
QMS also issued 300 free Scotch 
Lambassador kits via its social media 
channels, which included a Scotch Lamb 
T-shirt, apron, car sticker, and Scotch 
Lamb Recipe Book that is packed with 
quick and simple lamb recipes. 

“We want to make Scotch Lamb a 
regular item on shopping lists and to 
tempt people to cook nutritious and 
delicious dishes that can be ready in 
less than half an hour,” says QMS’ Head 
of Communications Carol McLaren. “And 
not just to celebrate Love Lamb Week 
but throughout the year, to develop the 
next generation of lamb lovers. Scotch 
Lamb PGI is a fantastic ingredient that 
our sheep producers are very proud of.”

For more information on Scotch Lamb 
PGI, recipe ideas and inspiration, please 
visit: www.whambamlamb.com. 

Campaign highlights simplicity 
and ‘speed’ of Scotch Lamb

‘Lambassador’ Alister Watson.
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By Chris Marshall, freelance journalist 
If Scottish sheep farming had more 
ambassadors with the drive and 
enthusiasm of Aileen McFadzean, the 
industry wouldn’t have to worry about 
falling lamb consumption or competition 
from New Zealand.

The Blackface Sheep Breeders 
Association Secretary and newly-
appointed trustee of the National 
Sheep Association has been involved 
in sheep production since childhood 
and has spent her entire professional 
career immersed in the meat industry 
or promoting the attributes of her breed. 
She’s a firm believer in self-help and 
the potential of promotion and argues 
that farming families could be more 
proactive in encouraging butchers and 
supermarkets to stock home-produced 
lamb.

“Farmers and their wives need to 
speak to store managers every time 
they’re in a shop and apply pressure on 
them to stock Scotch lamb,” she says. 
“Butchers need to be encouraged to put 
on lamb promotions – and it does work, 
to the extent that it can clean a shop out 
of the product. I’m not saying it’s easy 
and we’re all pressed for time, but the 
evidence is there that it makes a real 
difference.

“Everyone needs to pull together to 
promote lamb. The farmers’ unions, NSA 
and QMS all have a role to play. We’re 
fortunate to have some great people in 
the sheep industry in Scotland, but in 
future we’re all going to have to work 
even harder together.”

 Aileen believes that farmers could 
also improve their fortunes by promoting 
their livestock on Facebook ahead of 
a sale and then following up, after 
the sales, by finding out how lambs 
have done with buyers. “Facebook is 
a powerful medium and we’re seeing 
members putting up pictures of draft 
ewes and buyers coming to sales based 
on what they see online,” she says.

“Meanwhile store producers could 
do so much more to further their 
businesses by contacting finishers 
who’ve bought their lambs. These buyers 
would be more likely to come back and 
buy again another year if they got an 
indication that a seller’s interest was 
continuing after the point of sale.” 

 Aileen was brought up among 
Blackface sheep and Charolais cattle, 
near Kilsyth at Stirling, and went on to 
blaze a trail as a woman in the male-
dominated livestock world, initially as a 
management trainee for FMC in Perth. 
“I was given full training in the abattoir, 
including work in the lairage, in dispatch, 
on the slaughter line and in the boning 
room After that I went to Orkney Meat for 
two months and got a taste of the entire 
business,” she explains. 

“I was then involved with an 18-month 
project to computerise all the meat 
plants, which was tremendous because 
it meant I travelled across Scotland, 
Wales and northern England. I met 
people I’d never otherwise have come 
across and got an insight into how 
abattoirs worked in other areas.”

Aileen was then appointed as a 
livestock buyer. “At that time there were 
no other women doing the job, but I was 
sent to buy stock on farms and lambs 
and cattle at the auction markets. Some 
farmers asked awkward questions and 
suggested that a lassie wouldn’t know 

enough to do a job like that. But once 
they realised that I did know about stock 
they then treated me with respect. 

“Eventually I was treated like one of 
the boys, no different, and I went on 
to manage the livestock team at FMC 
Edinburgh. It was bought by Scotch 
Premier and I was made redundant in 
1996.”

 
Social media
Within weeks Aileen had made the 
natural progression to promotions 
manager of the Blackface Sheep 
Breeders Association and subsequently 
took on the additional role of secretary. 
It’s a job she has made her own, 
working alongside a team of enthusiastic 
trustees.  

“It has grown hugely from what it 
originally was,” she says. “As well as 
maintaining the website, attending 
events and doing all the administration 
for 1,500 members, the PR and 
social media presence has increased 
enormously.” 

During the sales season she is on 
the road attending as many markets 
as possible, mainly in Scotland but 
also in Northern Ireland and the north 
of England. “I enjoy attending all the 
sales, whether it’s the draft ewes and 
ewe lambs or the weather lamb sales, 
because they are the bread and butter 
for our members. It’s their income in the 

Trail blazer brings passion and enthusiasm to NSA board of trustees 

back end, so it’s important 
to advertise the stock in 
any way I can and then 
report on them. It keeps 
the breed to the fore and 
gets the information out 
there.”

There are six meetings 
a year to plan and 
attend and for around 
10 weeks a year Aileen is immersed in 
the production of the Blackface Sheep 
Breeders Association’s glossy annual 
journal, which is published to coincide 
with the Royal Highland Show.

 
‘Blackie’ enthusiasm
Blackface sheep numbers have declined 
in Scotland during the past 20 years, 
due to the transition from headage 
support payments and the subsequent 
decision by many estates to remove 
stock from the high hills. Foot-and-mouth 
disease also had an impact in Dumfries 
and Galloway, one of the heartlands 
of the breed. But Aileen insists that 
enthusiasm for ‘Blackies’ remains 
strong.

“We have our national show every five 
years and this year there were more than 
400 sheep entered. We had all three 
types there and there were 280 south-
type Blackies alone, and more than 
1,000 people, including many young 
breeders,” she adds.

“They are sheep that can live in any 
environment and they have tremendous 
character. They can breed pure or breed 
Scotch Mules or work with the Texel to 
produce prime lamb. They’re hardier 
than any other sheep and can survive 
anywhere. But when they come to the 
low ground they’re great ewes.” 

 As well as working alongside 
members, Aileen has made major 
inroads into lamb marketing by setting 
up promotions in five supermarkets 
during her time with the society. 
The arrangements have only ended 
because of a change of buyer or when 
supermarkets have changed hands.

Premium product
“The most exciting initiative we’ve been 
involved with for the past 10 years has 
been the partnership with Dunbia and 
Sainsburys, as part of its Taste the 
Difference range. It has taken 32,000 
lambs from November to March every 
year, but its not doing it this winter 
because there has been a change of 

lamb buyer who wanted to 
buy Welsh lamb instead,” 
she said. 

 “However Dunbia 
says it is delighted with 
Blackface lamb and is still 
prepared to pay a premium 
for the product. The deal 
is continuing but the meat 
just won’t be going to 
Sainsburys.  

“Most supermarket 
schemes and producer 

groups only take from the farm of origin, 
but this scheme was special because it 
sourced lambs from feeders, which in 
turn gave the store lamb producers in 
the north west and the high hill areas, 
which are unable to fatten their lambs, a 
boost. Feeders could buy in confidence, 
knowing they had a guaranteed market. 
The whole lamb sector benefitted.”

 Back on the on farm, Aileen does 
most of the paperwork and helps 
outside when she’s needed, which 
includes the weekly drawing of lambs 
to be slaughtered for the butcher. She 
and her husband, George, also show at 
the winter fatstock shows and have had 
many successes with pure Aberdeen 
Angus and cross Angus cattle, both live 
and dead. 

NSA trustee
Given her long-term commitment to the 
sheep sector, it is little wonder that 
Aileen was recently invited to become a 
NSA trustee. “I’ve been involved with the 
NSA since I started the Blackface job 
and I’m delighted and honoured to be 
asked to be involved. 

Farmers don’t have time to lobby, so 
the NSA is a very important organisation 
– particularly now, with the Brexit 
negotiations,” she says. 

“I aim to represent membership as 
best I can and take any issues they have 
forward to the trustees meetings. I want 
to make sure that NSA is lobbying on the 
issues that are relevant and important to 
the membership.”

Fact file
• George and Aileen McFadzean 

farm 81 hectares (200 acres) at 
Woodhead of Mailer on the outskirts 
of Perth looking down on the Earn 
valley. They rent an additional 202 
hectares (500 acres).

• They run 260 sheep:  a mix of 
Blackfaces, Texels and Scotch 
Mules. They also buy in 150 
Blackface lambs, which they finish. 

• The cattle enterprise extends to 250 
suckler cows and followers and they 
buy 150 stores to finish at grass. 

• All the beef and lamb produced on 
the farm is sold direct to local high 
street butchers. 

Blackface sheep numbers have declined.

Hazel McFadzean and her husband George (far right), with Scottish chef Nick Nairn (centre).

Texels produce prime lamb.
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Compact 
Versatility

NEW 2013 RTV400 / 500
The best all terrain utility vehicle just got smaller 
in two robust, responsive and affordable packages.

With two high performance models to choose from, either a 15.8HP 

liquid-cooled or a 16HP air-cooled EFI petrol engine version. 

These compact RTVs deliver outstanding durability and reliability 

offering chokeless quick cold starts and selectable 4WD - ideal for 

livestock, amenity or country pursuits. 

Both RTV’s feature Kubota’s innovative transmission for ultimate 

control and safety on hill descents and are powerful and rugged 

enough to handle any terrain or any task, all day, every day.

For further information or to fi nd your local dealer:        

www.kubota.co.uk  
Tel: ����� ��� ���

 
+ Conditions apply to 2nd year 

- see dealer for details.
* Terms and Conditions apply. 

See the Kubota website or dealer for details.
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SPECIAL OFFER ACROSS ENTIRE RTV RANGE
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www.fearing.co.uk01604 881 491

Direct to livestock farmers and smallholders

Prices exclude VAT and postage. Prices correct at time of print. 
We reserve the right to change prices. E&OE. Fearing Ltd

Contains:
•  Lamb Colostrum Feeder
•  Castration Ring Pliers 

comes with 100 rings
• Navel Clamps (Bag 50)
• Lambing Rope
• Iodine 10% 500ml
• 88cm Gloves (Bag 100)

•  Super Lube Thick Clear 
Gel 500ml

• Teat Dipper Standard
•  Lamb Volostrum 2 x 50g 

Sachets
• Digital Thermometer
• Pocket Notebook

NEW BREEDING EID COMBO SHEEP TAG RANGE

NEW IMPROVED LAMBING 
ESSENTIALS BOX

Combo R Combo A Combo L

FREE PLIERS WITH YOUR 
FIRST ORDER

from
90p

£59.99
CODE: BR04100

EX VAT

SFnovdec13p.indd   23 1/11/13   12:27:56

9m x 18m 
(30ft x 60ft) 

100 ewes size 
£2350 +VAT

Other sizes
available

01594 546935 info@agpolytunnels.co.uk
www.agpolytunnels.co.uk

By Julie Robinson, 
Roythornes
There is no 
doubt that the 
direction of 
travel in England 
is towards an agricultural support 
scheme weighted towards the delivery 
of environmental goods. Secretary of 
State Michael Gove is making no bones 
about that, and Defra has made no 
secret of the fact that it would prefer 
a scheme in which public payments 
are made for public goods, rather than 
because a claimant qualifies as a 
farmer. 

However, it will take some years to 
develop a fully-fledged environmental 
goods-based scheme. In the meantime, 
we are likely to see a direct payment 
scheme of sorts remain in place. It will 
have a distinctly familiar feel. This is 
largely because of the time needed to 
develop new IT systems (no-one wants 
to see a repeat of recent debacles at 
the RPA), but also because it takes time 
to consult on and develop new policies, 
even at the edges.

What might be possible in the short 
term is some simplification. All things 
being equal, the UK will be free from the 
CAP regulations from March 2019. We 
could see a payment scheme application 
in May 2019 that will have done away 
with some of the more bureaucratic and 
less effective elements of the current 
scheme. 
Some examples of simplification 
opportunities include:
• No choice between payment in 

Sterling and payment in Euros. 
Reasons are clear.

• No ‘active farmer’ rule. Anyone 

managing land in a state suitable 
for cultivation will be able to apply 
for a payment without jumping 
through further hoops involving 
non-agricultural activities and ‘re-
admission’ certificates.

• Relaxation of national/regional 
permanent pasture minimum areas. 
Leaving the EU gives administrations 
a chance to remove this artificial 
threshold on permanent grass levels. 
However, it may be that environmental 
considerations (‘grass good, tillage 
bad’) will override simplification 
commitments.

• No ‘greening’, and certainly no three-
crop rule. This is of less concern 
to all-grass farms perhaps, but has 
considerable impact on farms with 
significant arable areas, particularly 
with the new EFA rules that are set to 
apply from 2018. The government of 
the day fought the introduction of the 
three-crop rule; the then Secretary 
of State Andrea Leadsom re-iterated 
her opposition to it earlier this year. It 
remains to be seen whether Michael 
Gove, and his opposite numbers in 
devolved administrations, will be 
bold enough to remove it, particularly 
with the green lobby watching for any 
relaxation of environmental protection 
within domestic agricultural policy.  

• No young farmer payment. Again, 

governments – of different colours – 
have been against the introduction of 
a young farmer payment in England. 
This is an opportunity to strike it out, 
at least for new claims.

• Remove entitlements. A brave and 
bold move towards simplification 
would be to do away with entitlements 
altogether, now that we have 
completed the transition period 
over which headage, quota and 
other qualifying payments and 
criteria have been wrapped up into 
a per hectare payment. Doing away 
with entitlements would remove a 
particularly burdensome element of 
administration, namely maintaining 
an entitlement register and recording 
transfers of entitlements between 
farmers. It ought to be a no-brainer.

• Removal of minimum five-hectare 
claim threshold. This is unlikely. 
Although technically a simplification, 
it would add back several thousand 
small claimants into the system.

• Removal of 150,000 euro cap on 
payments, after which reductions 
are applied. Previous governments 
have opposed a cap as a matter of 
principle. The new government will 
have a chance to remove it in 2019.

In short, there is an opportunity to 
make life simpler for farmers during 
the transitional period between our exit 
from the EU and the launch of a radical 
new regime in which farmers are paid 
mainly for the environmental goods they 
provide. It will be interesting to see how 
far the Government and the devolved 
nations make use of their freedom from 
Brussels’ rules to implement the above 
changes.

Direct Payment Scheme – an 
opportunity to simplify system?



Joint ill can 
appear from 
nowhere and 
sweep through lambs with no warning. 
But, with a little detective work, it 
can be avoided and antibiotic use 
restricted.

Joint ill is caused by infection that 
enters the body through open wounds, 
such as the navel in very young lambs, 
or through tagging, docking or castration 
wounds in slightly older lambs. 

Affected lambs often seem dull, with 
one or more swollen and painful joints. 
All affected lambs require immediate 
veterinary treatment.

But steps can be taken to stop 
infection coming in at all. Sheep 
producers Phillipa and Sam Page run a 
flock of 350 commercial ewes at Grange 
Farm, in Coombe Hill, Gloucestershire. 
Phillipa is also a veterinary surgeon 
specialising in sheep working with Flock 
Health Ltd. 

The Suffolk-cross mules are mated to 
Meatlinc rams, mainly in September for 
February lambing. A few are tupped later 
to ensure a year round supply of lamb for 
the Pages’ farm shop. 

The Pages have never routinely 
injected or drenched all lambs with 
antibiotics.

Sudden outbreak
“In 2015 we suddenly saw a group of 
10-day old lambs go lame out in the 
field,” Phillipa explains. “Five out of 
100 were caught that day and treated 
with long-acting amoxicillin and flunixin 
painkiller. During the next two days, 20 

of them were suffering and treated. 
“We brought the affected lambs, with 

their mothers, back to a clean yard and 
treated them daily with penicillin for 
seven days and with flunixin once. The 
remaining 75 lambs in the field each 
received 1ml amoxicillin,” she says. 

 “As we were only 15 days into 
lambing, we decided to inject all 
remaining new-born lambs with 0.5ml 
amoxicillin at 48 hours of age, as they 
were turned out of their pen and into the 
mixing yard.

“Fortunately, we had no more cases. 
Of course the following year it was 
very tempting to inject all lambs with 
antibiotics. But we took a good look at 
why we had had this problem in 2015.”

Wet weather
Hygiene around lambing was very good. 
Intervention was minimal and gloves 
were worn where any help was given. All 
new-born lambs had their navels dipped 
with 10% iodine solution twice routinely 
– as soon as possible after birth and 
again when they were moved to an 
individual pen. The ewes were in good 
condition, having been fed a high protein 
diet before lambing, so their colostrum 
was of high quality.

But the wet weather at lambing and 
poor ventilation had made the shed 
damp and the Pages identified this as 
the most likely cause of joint ill infection.

“In 2016, we bit the bullet and did 
not treat and it was much drier,” admits 
Phillipa. “The shed was less ‘miserable’ 
and we did not have one case of joint ill. 
Treating with antibiotics would have been 

neither needed nor responsible.”
This spring, however, there were 

three or four cases of joint ill in lambs 
again out in the field. The Pages turned 
detective to try and work out why.

“All the lambs are numbered and 
recorded and we could link all those that 
were suffering to when they were born,” 
says Phillipa. “It was a particularly wet 
weekend. We injected 25 lambs out 
of 500 and infection stopped in its 
tracks. This was very targeted use of 
antibiotics,” she says.

“We need all sheep producers to think 
about whether antibiotics are the answer 
and to consider all the risk factors 
involved in causing disease, rather than 
automatically reaching for the medicine 
bottle. That way we can extend the 
length of time we can use them.”
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Getting to grips with joint-ill

Ewe TMR helps to prevent joint-ill in lambs
Christopher Delbridge, from Torr Farm 
at Menhenniot in Cornwall, did not 
have any joint-ill in his lambs this 
spring. And he puts this down to 
feeding his ewes a more consistent and 
high quality diet.

“We would often see joint ill in 
lambs two to three weeks after they 
were born,” he says. “They would be 
tricky to catch and to treat and some 
might recover, but others would end 
up with swollen joints all their lives. 
It is definitely a case of prevention is 
better than cure. We have never used 
antibiotics routinely – just when we 
needed them.”

Consistent ration
Christopher uses a mixer wagon to 
produce feed for his beef finishing 

enterprise and he also produces a 
total mixed ration (TMR) for his 300 

ewes. The ewes are Romney crosses, 
which are mated to Texel or Charollais 
to produce lambs for a long-term 
supermarket contract.

The ewes go indoors from three 
weeks before lambing and have 
unlimited access to the high quality 
silage mixture, with added protein 
pellets and minerals. The ewes no 
longer rush to eat cereals out of a 
trough and feeding is much more 
relaxed.

“The grass silage we made was 
ideal for the sheep – round bales of 
short chopped material of 10.4ME and 
16.5% protein,” says Christopher. “This 
makes very good colostrum, which is 
full of antibodies. This is what I believe 
protects the lambs from bacterial 
infections like joint ill.”

Christopher Delbridge and his sheep

Phillipa Page.

Christopher Delbridge and his sheep.



Main sources of Salmonella and control measures
• Any new sheep added to your flock could be carrying an 

infection.
• Vehicles, people and equipment entering your farm may be 

carrying contamination.
• Direct infection by Salmonella on animals or pen surfaces 

may occur.

Replacement animals
• Keep the flock as closed as possible.
• Only deal with reputable sources, and avoid markets if 

possible.
• Keep new stock away from the main flock for four weeks.

Protect people
• Do not eat or drink in areas where animal faeces are 

present.
• Wash and dry hands thoroughly before eating and drinking.
• Limit access to animal areas, particularly for old people, 

children or immune-compromised people.
• Do not take contaminated boots into the farm house.
• Wash farm overalls in a hot wash immediately after use.
• Ensure that anyone with diarrhoea, stomach cramps or flu-

like illness consults their doctor.

Movement of people and equipment 
• Movements may spread infection between farms, units or 

groups. So take care when allowing entry to people who 
have recently worked on other farms.

• Provide a clean parking area for vehicles away from animal 
housing, feed stores and animal waste.

• Clean and disinfect vehicles and equipment that have been 
on other livestock farms.

• Provide clean hand washing facilities for people visiting the 
farm. Ideally provide boots and overalls.

• On open farms provide adequate hand washing facilities 
and instructions for visitors.
 

Wildlife pests and feed 
• Wild birds and rodents can carry Salmonella and other 

pathogens between farms. 
• Rodents can be easily infected by Salmonella and amplify 

it – increasing the risk of spread to farm animals. Badgers 
can also carry Salmonella of various types.

• Reduce wildlife problems by keeping feed in vermin-proof 
containers.

• Remove clutter, excess vegetation and perching places 
around buildings.

• Regularly check for rats and mice and act at an early stage 
to stop breeding populations becoming established.

Bird-proof netting and deterrent programmes can be applied to 
most situations. 

Waste run-off and manure
• Salmonella survives well in pooled water, which can be a 

source of infection or contamination for wildlife, pets or 
vehicles.

• Site muck heaps and manure stores well away from animal 
buildings.

• Control run-off to stop it contaminating other pens, feed, 
bedding stores or vehicles.

• Do not spread manure from other farms on grazing land.
• Leave at least four weeks between spreading manure and 

grazing or harvesting forage crops.

Sick animals
• Sick animals usually excrete very large numbers of 

Salmonella organisms – often billions per day.
• Get a proper veterinary diagnosis of the cause of disease 

quickly so it can be dealt with effectively.
• Keep sick animals away from others, and take care not 

to carry infection to other groups on boots, hands or 
equipment.

Vaccination
• If Salmonella occurs on your farm then discuss the 

possibility of vaccination with your vet.
• Vaccination is likely to reduce the chances of clinical cases 

of main Salmonella types and, therefore, the impact of 
associated losses. But it may not have much effect on the 
total length of time that the flock remains infected.

• Good nutrition and parasite control in ewes will provide 
benefit. To help defend lambs from Salmonella, early 
colostrum intake is needed to protect the lambs after 
vaccination of the ewes.

Contaminated buildings
• Pens and grazing land contaminated by faeces from 

infected animals can infect the next animals to be placed 
there. 

• Clean and disinfect sheep pens if they have been used for 
other species.

• Pay special attention to feeders and drinkers/troughs.
• Leave between four and six weeks between grazing cattle 

and sheep on the same pasture.

By Amanda Carson, Animal Plant and 
Health Agency
APHA has recently seen an increase 
in diagnoses of Salmonella, causing 
diarrhoea and deaths in sheep. So 
how can it be prevented and what 
signs should producers look for in their 
sheep?

Salmonella is a bacterium with more 
than 2,000 different serovars (strains 
or types). However, only a few of these 
serovars cause clinical illness in animals 
and many only cause disease in specific 
species. 

In sheep and goats the most common 
serovars that cause disease are: S 
Typhimurium, S Dublin, S Abortusovis, 
S Anatum, and S 
Montevideo.

Salmonella can 
be present in some 
animals and not 
cause disease, 
which makes them 
carrier animals. So 
Salmonella can be present in a flock, but 
may only manifest in a disease outbreak 
if the animals are subjected to stress 
or other triggers, such as other health 
problems. Salmonella can also exist in 
the environment and in wildlife, which 
serve as reservoirs of infection. 

Some Salmonella are zoonotic, 
which means that they may spread from 
animals to infect and cause disease 
in humans. Indeed, Salmonella is the 
second most common cause of bacterial 
food poisoning in people worldwide and 
is responsible for up to 50,000 cases in 
the UK each year. 

Where 
Salmonella is 
present in sheep 

flocks it can lead to contamination of 
sheep meat and the farm environment, 
leading to direct and indirect infection of 
people and animals.

Salmonellosis
The clinical disease salmonellosis 
manifests most commonly as enteritis, 
causing sick sheep with diarrhoea, or 
as systemic septicaemia, which can be 
fatal. Less commonly, Salmonella can 
cause abortion, arthritis, respiratory 
disease and meningitis.

Salmonellosis can occur in sheep 
of any age, breed or condition, and in 

both sexes. It occurs more commonly in 
winter and spring, but it can occur at any 
time of year. 

Stress and high stocking rates are 
the main factors that lead to disease 
outbreaks.

High stocking rates bring animals 
together more closely, for example in 
housed situations where sheep often 
compete for space, including at feeders 
and/or drinkers/troughs. Adverse 
weather conditions, such as flooding, 
can also mean that sheep are forced 
closer together.

Other stress factors include going 
for more than 24 hours without feed, 
long-distance transport or gathering, 
shearing, or cold, wet, windy weather.

Heavy worm burdens, particularly 
in young sheep, and water deprivation 
(two days or more) in summer, may also 
precipitate outbreaks.

Stress lowers the resistance of 
carrier animals, allowing their resident 
Salmonella bacteria to multiply rapidly. 
Then, particularly when the stocking 
density is high, faecal contamination of 
feed and water may result in an outbreak 
of disease among other similarly 
stressed sheep in the flock, or other 
groups that come into direct or indirect 
contact with the infection.

Zoonotic Salmonella
Although there is no government control 
programme for Salmonella in sheep 
in the UK, if zoonotic serovars are 
identified by APHA there is an obligation 
under the Zoonoses Order 1989 to 
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Salmonella investigations: 
protecting your flock

Post mortem room facilities at APHA Veterinary Investigation Centre.

Scientists at work in bacteriology laboratory.

protect public health. When zoonotic serovars (Salmonella 
Dublin and S Typhimurium are two examples) are identified, an 
advisory note is automatically sent to the sheep farmer. And 
their vet will be asked to provide further information to help 
APHA determine the level of risk to humans. For example, do 
the public visit the farm? And is food prepared and/or sold on 
farm? This helps APHA to determine if a farm visit is required. 

Control advice
If a farm visit is deemed necessary then a Veterinary 
Investigation Officer from an APHA Veterinary Investigation 
Centre will arrange to go to the farm. The objective of the visit 
is to provide advice on disease control and the prevention of 
zoonotic transmission to people.  Samples are taken from 
animals and the environment and tested, with no charge to the 
farmer, to try to determine the potential source of the infection 
and the potential for spread off the premises.
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Whether to maximise lamb sales or ensure correct dosing 
rates, regular and accurate weighing can have a signifi cant 
impact on farm profi tability.

Our interest-free fi nance packages make owning a livestock 
handling and weighing system more affordable than ever.

Minimum order value £6000.00 excl VAT. Credit subject to status. Other fees apply. Allfl ex UK Group Ltd is an Introducer 
Appointed Representative of Rural Finance Ltd. Alligator, Prattley and TruTest are distributed in the UK by the Allfl ex UK Group.

FINANCE AND FIXED 
MONTHLY PAYMENTS
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By Beth Wells, Moredun
Moredun and the Farmers Network 
recently joined forces on a Cumbria-
based farm to host an informative and 
interesting livestock production event, 
with sheep farmers James and Tom Stobart, of Croglin High 
Hall in Armathwaite, and their farm vet Brian Mundell, from 
Capontree Vets. 

Attended by 80 farmers, vets and industry specialists, the 
afternoon began with a farm walk led by the Stobart brothers, 
who showcased their rotational grazing system that is set up 
to promote the best use of grass. This, 
as James explained, is the cheapest feed 
for lambs and key to the efficiency of lamb 
and beef production at the farm. 

The brothers’ overall aim was to keep 
liveweight gain as high as possible while 
reducing costs associated with feed and 
fertiliser. And the figures proved that 
this was being achieved with a tightly 
monitored rotational grazing system. As 
Tom explained: “More fences equals more 
grass.”

The event also featured practical workshops, including one 
on the important production-limiting topic of sheep lameness. 
Local vet, Brian Mundell, concentrated on the common causes 

of lameness – including CODD, footrot 
and scald – and the effective treatments 
and strategies that could be implemented 
to control them. He outlined how the 
Stobarts had drastically reduced lameness 
in their flock by paying close attention to 
foot health and rigorous culling. 

James added that, initially, they were culling fairly large 
numbers of sheep but gradually the numbers being culled had 
reduced and now they had very few lame sheep in their flock. 
And, he said, if they do see lameness then they treat as soon 
as possible. James concluded that this was another benefit of 
rotational grazing paddocks. “We are moving the sheep every 
few days so it’s easy to spot any lame ones quickly and before 
infection can spread through the group.”

A second workshop reiterated the message for close 
attention to detail, but this time when achieving effective and 
sustainable worm control. Moredun’s Fiona Kenyon explained 
the problems of ‘blanket’ worming and the development of 
anthelmintic resistance, which all sheep producers should be 
concerned about. 

Practical demonstrations
With the use of a combi-clamp, weigh head and stick reader 
– kindly donated for the day by Ritchies – Dr Kenyon outlined 
an alternative approach by using EID when weighing lambs 
routinely to establish liveweight gains and direct anthelmintic 
treatment to those lambs not making target weights. She 
explained that the advantage of this method was that it 
has been shown to reduce anthelmintic usage without 
compromising liveweight gains in lambs.

Both workshops involved practical demonstrations and 
provoked excellent discussion. The benefits of measuring, 
using diagnostics and data to improve production and reduce 
disease were the take home messages from the event. 

These messages were also reiterated by the Farmers 
Network farm trial workshop, where results from local 
farm-based trials, in subjects such as micronutrient 
supplementation, were discussed. It was concluded, again, 
that measuring where you are before you supplement is critical 
for optimum growth, performance and efficiency. 

The day was described as being informative, useful and 
‘friendly’ by those attending and was successfully rounded up 
with a barbecue serving Wagyu beef burgers. These were kindly 
supplied by the Yorkshire Wagyu Company.
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On one farm, this contributed to a significant £10 per ewe 
output increase. “Worm control is not sexy,” admitted Ms 
Stubbings. “But lambs that grow fast make more money, often 
through the use of less inputs together with greater returns.

“We are lucky to have two new wormers in Zolvix and 
Startect, but make no mistake there are no more in the 
pipeline. It is no good keeping them in the box and waiting for 
the other four groups to stop working. But they must be used 
in a sparing and constructive way. Producers need to integrate 
them as quarantine and mid/late season treatments, along 
with increased measuring and monitoring of worm levels.”

Reducing damage
Also speaking at the meeting was NFU Adviser on Animal 
Health and Welfare Rebecca Veale and she agreed that a 
lot of saleable sheep meat is lost to parasite damage. With 
increased trade competition likely after Brexit, there needs to 
be much less of this.

“There is no doubt that we will be trading on high welfare 
standards,” said Ms Veale. “We must also recognise the 
things the UK has that other countries do not. For instance 
SCOPS is a real benefit for our sheep producers and they 
should all be taking notice of its principles. Also the presence 
of Suitably Qualified People (SQPs) in retailers. These are 
knowledgeable animal health advisers who are willing and able 
to give producers good, sound advice.” 

Targeted campaign
During discussions, the journalists, research experts, 
commercial marketeers and PR people attending the day, 
decided that future promotion must take a multi-branched, 
more personal approach, tailored to the type of producer and 
the area where their farm is located.

It was agreed that a campaign, which includes local 
forecasts, technical articles, social media alerts, mobile Apps 
and on-farm open days, that focuses on the positive outcomes 
of sound worming programmes aimed at producers, vets and 
SQPs would be good. As a start, the SCOPS website will be 
updated and made more mobile-friendly this autumn.

Sheep producers 
following Sustainable 
Control of Parasites 
in Sheep (SCOPS) 
principles in a 
recently completed 
project saw 
reductions in wormer 
use with no loss of animal performance. 
But more producers need to do the 
same to protect the future of existing 
products and to secure their farming 
incomes.

So says independent sheep 
consultant Lesley Stubbings who has 
led the SCOPS initiative since day 
one. A cross-industry effort, including 

researchers, advisors, SQPs, vets, 
commercial companies and sheep 
producers, SCOPS has worked hard to 
provide advice that is correct, consistent 
and trustworthy.

“Anthelmintics are like a warm cloak, 
reassuring sheep producers that they 
are doing something, whether it is doing 
any good or not,” said Ms Stubbings 
at a recent seminar organised by the 
NSA, with the British Guild of Agricultural 
Journalists at the NFU offices at 
Stoneleigh. Worm and liver fluke experts 
Dave Bartley and Philip Skuce from 
Moredun, Edinburgh, were also on hand.

“There are deeply ingrained strategies 
that are historically effective, such 

as treating all ewes pre-tupping and 
around lambing, and treating all lambs 
at six weeks of age and every three 
weeks after that,” said Ms Stubbings. 
“Everything seems fine until the product 
does not work any more, because the 
worms have become resistant. Then the 
farm is in trouble, and that soon spreads 
to the industry as a whole.”

The technical objectives of SCOPS are:
• To slow the development of 

anthelmintic resistance
• Ensure effective use of anthelmintics 

– right product, right dose, right time 
and right application

• Reduce our reliance on anthelmintics
• Getting these messages adopted and 

acted upon

Resistance levels
“There are growing levels of anthelmintic 
resistance across the UK,” added 
Ms Stubbings. “In the past people 
have used scare tactics to try and 
shock producers into doing something 
different. But in reality, people change 
when they are offered positive messages 
of hope and a promise of more profitable 
farming. This is what we are striving to 
do now. Results of on-farm trials show 
we can slow down resistance while 
improving output and profits.”

Worm control is part of the 
bigger animal husbandry picture and 
contributes to faster growing lambs that 
are sold more quickly, allowing ewes 
access to better pasture before tupping. 
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Figure 1: Declining slope of sheep performance versus percentage of resistant 
worms
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Spreading the word about 
sound worm control

Liver fluke warning 
Autumn 2017
Experts are warning sheep farmers to be on their guard this 
autumn and winter. “There is likely to be significant risk in 
some areas,” says Dr Phil Skuce from Moredun. “We had 
a warm, dry spring across much of the UK, but since June, 
a critical time for liver fluke, some areas, such as West 
Wales, NW England and Central/Eastern Scotland, have been 
significantly wetter than usual.”

Search for warning updates at www.scops.org.uk 

Facts about…
Roundworms
• Five major roundworm species affect sheep
• Costs £84 million/year in UK treatment and lost 

productivity
• Lifecycles follow typical seasonal patterns, although 

disease is now being reported all year 
• Production losses up to 10% value of the animal at sale 

without clinical signs present

Liver fluke
• A parasitic flatworm with a complex life-cycle involving an 

intermediate snail host which lives in muddy, damp places
• Costs English producers £24 million/year
• Unaffected by most wormers used to treat roundworms
• Requires a control strategy tailored to the fluke situation 

on each farm

SCOPS’ BGAJ training day, with Philip Skuce.

Lesley Stubbings, SCOPS’ independent 
sheep consultant.
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By Liz Nabb, Torch 
Farm Vets, Devon.
Contagious Ovine 
Digital Dermatitis 
is now a common cause of lameness in 
British flocks, despite having been first 
reported only 20 years ago. A survey, 
carried out in 2000, among English and 
Welsh sheep producers found that 14% 
had identified or suspected Contagious 
Ovine Digital Dermatitis (CODD) as 
a cause of lameness in their flock. 
By 2013, when a survey of English 
producers was undertaken, CODD was 
present in 48.7% of the respondents’ 
flocks. The research also showed that 
producers were better at recognising 
typical CODD lesions than when 
surveyed in 2004, but this is not the 
only reason for the apparent increase in 
number of infected flocks. 

Severe infection
CODD is a particularly severe infection 
of the foot. Advanced lesions can cause 
considerable lameness and damage to 
the foot structure. The bacteria causing 
CODD are Treponemes, the same 
bacteria that cause digital dermatitis in 
cattle and a recently reported severe 
hoof infection in goats. 

CODD can easily be introduced into a 
flock on the feet of both sound or lame 
sheep. These may be replacements, 
sheep grazed on common land, or 
stray sheep due to poor fencing. It has 
also been shown to survive for several 
days on gloves, so beware of the 

bacteria being introduced indirectly via 
equipment. 

Some producers report cross transfer 
between cattle with digital dermatitis 
and sheep with CODD, but this link has 
not yet been shown proven. When CODD 
first infects a flock it tends to affect a 
large proportion of the sheep until some 
immunity is established.

Identifying disease
An uncomplicated CODD lesion can be 
quite easily recognised as an ulcerative 
patch, or growth, on the skin-hoof 
junction at the front of the foot, which is 
red or whitish in colour (see Figures 1a 
and 1b). As the infection advances, the 
horn becomes underrun until it shells off 
completely (see Figures 2 and 3). The 
horn then gradually grows back but the 

digit remains misshapen and stunted in 
appearance (see Figures 4a and 4b). The 
interdigital skin remains unaffected and 
there is no smell. CODD usually affects 
only one foot. 

In reality lesions are often quite 
advanced by the time the foot is 
examined, making the primary cause 
of infection unclear. It is also common 
for infections, with both footrot and 
CODD, to be present on the same foot. 
If you suspect CODD in your flock then 
the best course of action is to present 
a number of lame sheep to your vet for 
examination. This will aid selection of 
the most effective treatment. 

Controlling CODD
We are fortunate that there has been 
a great deal of valuable research into 
footrot control during the past 15 years. 
Research into CODD is expanding, but 
there is not a large body of evidence 
from which to draw up reliable treatment 
and control measures. However, as 
CODD is an infectious disease, it 
makes sense to try and apply the same 
principles of control as we do for footrot. 
Here is an adaptation of the five-point 
lameness plan, taking into account 
current research findings for CODD:
• Cull

A misshapen foot due to a chronic 
CODD infection could leave it 
vulnerable to subsequent infections 
and, in some cases, leads to 
deformity of the bone and chronic 
lameness. There is a strong case 
for culling affected individuals. Like 
footrot, there is also a case for culling 
sheep that suffer from repeated bouts 
of lameness. Anecdotally, however, 
sheep seem to develop a long-lasting 
immunity after first becoming infected. 
So providing the infection is identified 
and treated quickly and effectively, 
culling levels should remain low.

• Avoid
Like footrot, CODD is spread from 
sheep to sheep on the ground. Any 
handling procedure brings infected 
sheep into closer proximity with 
uninfected sheep and creates an 
opportunity for infection to spread. 
Areas where sheep congregate, such 
as troughs and mineral buckets, 
should be moved regularly. CODD is 
known to survive in slurry for several 
days. 

Remember to disinfect hands, 
gloves and equipment between sheep 

Take steps to tackle CODD 
with five-point lameness plan

– particularly after handling infected 
feet. The bacteria are easily destroyed 
by soaps and disinfectants. Any 
horn trimmings must be disposed of 
carefully.

• Treat
The key to effective disease control is 
the rapid identification of lame sheep 
and administration of an effective 
treatment before the disease spreads 
to other members of the flock. This 
is true for both footrot and CODD. If 
affected sheep can be placed in an 
isolation group while they undergo 
treatment, even better. 

Anecdotally there has been a mixed 
response of CODD to oxytetracycline, 
which is the mainstay of footrot 
treatment. Laboratory testing has 
demonstrated that it is likely to 
be less effective than some other 
antibiotics for CODD treatment, 
and this has been borne out by the 
limited field studies. However there 
are antibiotics licensed in sheep that 
are effective against CODD, which is 
why it is important to get a veterinary 
diagnosis and treatment plan for your 
flock. 

A recently published large-scale 
study showed that whole flock 
treatment using tilmicosin was not 
sufficiently effective to warrant 
recommendation of this strategy as 
a control measure, particularly as 
the industry moves towards a more 
responsible approach to antibiotic 
use. Not only did the intervention 
fail to eliminate CODD in half of 
the treatment flocks, but also none 
of the flocks became footrot free. 
Furthermore, one of the control 
(untreated) flocks managed to 
eradicate CODD using existing control 
measures designed for the reduction 
of footrot. 

• Quarantine
The most common source of CODD 
reported in producer surveys is 
bought-in sheep. If possible aim for a 
minimum of a one-month quarantine 
period for incoming sheep and 
examine feet individually for CODD 
lesions before allowing them to mix 
with the main flock. Remember that 
early CODD lesions may not cause 
noticeable lameness. 

• Vaccinate
There is currently no vaccine licensed 
for CODD. But if you have a footrot 
issue in your flock, this is likely to be 
contributing to the CODD problem as 
often both infections can infect the 
same foot. So the use of vaccination 
to control footrot may, therefore, have 
a positive effect on overall foot health, 
even if CODD is the primary cause of 
lameness. 

Useful links
The five-point lameness plan for tackling lameness in sheep 
http://beefandlamb.ahdb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/BRP-Lameness-five-
point-plan-110615.pdf

Warwick University- Identifying causes of lameness in sheep
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/lifesci/research/greengroup/farmersandvets/
footrotinsheep/identifycause

Table 1: A comparison of footrot and CODD

Footrot CODD

Principle causative 
agent

Dichelobacter nodosus Treponemes

Site of primary lesion
Skin between the digits

Nasty smell

Junction between the hoof and skin 
on the coronary band (usually at the 

front of the hoof). No smell

Recommended 
treatment

Injectable antibiotic 
(tetracycline) and topical 

antibiotic spray

Injectable antibiotic and topical 
antibiotic spray (response to 

tetracycline can be poor)

Foot trimming lame 
sheep

Contraindicated- shown to delay 
healing

No evidence at present.
Careful removal of detached horn is 

believed by some to assist pain relief.

Whole flock 
antibiotic treatment

Contraindicated Contraindicated

Culling and Selection 
policy

Cull repeat offenders
Breed replacements from never-

lame ewes

Cull repeat offenders and chronically 
lame sheep

Vaccination Footvax None available

Sheep vet Liz Nabb.

Fig 1a: Early CODD lesions.

Fig 2: Advancement of infection.

Fig 4a: A healed misshapen digit.

Fig 3: Advancement of infection.

Fig 1b: Early CODD lesions.

Fig 4: Chronic foot deformity (same foot).



How are your forage crops looking this autumn? How many 
grazing days will they give you this winter? How much silage 
will need to be buffer fed? These are all questions that sheep 
producers should be asking to ensure their flocks’ nutritional 
requirements are met during the coming months, according 
to Field Options’ Francis Dunne.

“This year’s late cereal harvests have pushed back many 
of the follow-on sowings of rape and stubble turnip crops, and 
yield potentials may be compromised,” he says. 
“And some forage crops may also be under-
performing because they have been underfed. If 
they have been sown straight after cereals, then 
nutrients in the soil will have been depleted, and 
their growth will be limited.”

Mr Dunne says that seed rate is another 
factor that influences crop yield. If brassicas 
are grown too thickly in the field then they won’t 
reach their potential. 

“So, to get the best results, the right crop 
needs to be sown in the right place – and with 
appropriate nutrients – at the right time. It’s too 
late to do anything this winter, but planning which forage crops 
to sow in next year’s rotations can begin now.” 

Mustard crops
Some sheep producers turned to sowing mustard this year 
because it was too late for stubble turnips. Mustard is often 
regarded as a green manure. But when sown in late August/
early September, it will produce more dry matter yield than late 
sown rape or stubble turnips. The problem with mustard is that 
it flowers in seven weeks and, since it is not hardy, it needs to 
be grazed off before December. However, ultra-late flowering 
varieties are more flexible to use. They remain palatable for a 
longer period and will stay green for at least two months.

“In recent seasons farmers have successfully flushed ewes 
on mustard and also achieved good lamb growth rates,” adds 
Mr Dunne. 

Many sheep producers – even in Scotland – have turned 
their back on the traditional swede and kale crops in favour 
of fodder beet. The key drilling months for swede are May and 
June, when it can be very dry. This problem is exacerbated 
by its slow establishment and there are also few herbicides 
applicable to swedes. 

Fodder beet is more reliable to establish and has the 
potential for twice the dry matter yield. Swedes and kale 
typically yield 7t/ha of dry matter, while the roots of beet can 
deliver 14t/ha. And there is between three and four tonnes of 
dry matter per hectare to come from the tops. 

“Fodder beet has the advantages that it is sown in April, 
before the weather gets dry, and, thanks to the sugar beet 
industry, there is good access to crop protection chemicals. 
Beet also does not suffer from clubroot,” says Mr Dunne.

The fodder beet varieties to select for grazing 
are those that grow well above the ground so 
they are easily available to the sheep. They 
also need to be soft enough for the ewes to 
eat. Varieties with more winter tops also help to 
protect the root from frost. 

For crop success, fodder beet does, however, require 
free draining land and arable culture: good soil fertility 
and structure, a good agronomist and well-timed herbicide 
applications.

Fodder mixtures
Some seasons suit some species better than others. So 
sowing mixtures of different crops can improve reliability. When 
sowing a mixture of Scottish turnip and kale-rape hybrids and 
kale, for instance, the first two are faster to establish and the 
kale can come through later.

A mixture of forage rape and ryegrass has a large sowing 
window – from April to August. This year some farmers re-
drilled failed swede crops with this faster growing more reliable 
combination. “The availability of modern varieties of rape and 
kale-rape hybrids, which have strong regrowth characteristics, 
provides farmers with several opportunities to graze the crop. 
It can be used for weaning lambs, flushing ewes, and grass will 
be there ready for grazing come the spring,” says Mr Dunne.

In years when September sees an Indian summer, it is 
possible to get away with sowing forage crops later. But there 
is no guarantee of the weather and so it is better to have a 
forage strategy that allows the chosen crops to be sown at 
the right time. Seed is safer in the bag than in the field in the 
wrong conditions.

A change of forage crop will likely affect rotations and 
grassland reseeding plans. But taking out a worn grass ley to 
sow, say, fodder beet is good insurance against a dry summer 
and/or a late cereals harvest. 

“Times ahead are likely to be challenging for sheep 
producers and maximising the returns from grassland and 
forages is key,” adds Mr Dunne. “So it’s important to invest 
time now in planning how best to use land and to choose the 
right crops. These are those that can, reliably, be sown at the 
right time, then fed well and managed to meet their potential. 

38  SHEEP FARMER  

ORF
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Vaccinate ewes to protect lambs.
If you have previously seen orf on your farm, 
lambs benefi t when ewes are vaccinated1. 

Ewes should be vaccinated NOT LESS THAN 
7 weeks before lambing / moving to lambing areas.

Reference: 
1.   J. Onyango et al (2014). Prevalence, risk factors and vaccination effi cacy of contagious ovine ecthyma 

(orf) in England. Veterinary Record 10.1136/vr102353
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Caring for the whole flock
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Take time to review forage strategy

Above: Ultra-late flowering mustards (example on 
the left) are another option for autumn grazing.
Left: Sheep grazing fodder beet – a more reliable 
crop to establish compared to swedes or kale.

A mixture of forage rape and ryegrass can provide several 
autumn grazings and leave a grass ley ready for the spring.



Sheep should stand in the draining 
pen for at least 10 minutes, allowing 
excess dipwash to run-off and back into 
the dipbath, ideally via a trap to filter out 
solid matter. Do not dip in the rain, which 
can add significant volumes of water 
to the dipbath via the draining pens, 
consequently diluting the dipwash.

Dip uptake
At least 1cm of fleece is essential for 
dip uptake. Short fleece absorbs the 
same concentration of diazinon (w/w) 
as a full fleece: lengths of 1.5cm and 
5.8cm retain 3,456 and 3,468 diazinon 
(mg/l) respectively. However, as the 
fleece grows the diazinon is soon diluted. 
Winter dipping of sheep in full fleece 

not only cures scab but also gives more 
than eight weeks of protection against 
infestation.

 
Downward diffusion
Diazinon diffuses down the growing wool 
fibre via the wool grease, eventually 
reaching the new wool growth next to the 
skin. The relative proportions of diazinon 
in the top, middle, lower and recent 
growth sections of the staple remain 
constant with time (see Figure 2). 

Recent growth arising from the skin 
continuously absorbs diazinon and, 
therefore, scab mites and lice close 
to the skin can be continually exposed 
to fresh diazinon for long periods after 
dipping.   
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Turn your tups into teasers temporarily with the  
NO MATE Harness (fitted behind a MATINGMARK 
Harness). Now your boys can do two jobs and save you  
the cost of vasectomies, and feeding the vasectomised… 
NO MATE Harnesses are proven as secure and 
durable, and can be used again year after year.

When you want the most rugged and durable 
construction ever seen in a ram harness, choose 
MATINGMARK. The click-in crayon change alone 

makes it easy to see why farmers have voted 
MATINGMARK the World’s #1 Seller! And with longer 
lasting crayons, now in 7 vivid colours, you’ve got to 

ask, why isn’t everyone using MATINGMARK? 

MADE IN NEW ZEALAND BYMore information on the Rurtec  
YouTube channel, or contact Agrihealth  
on 028 3831 4570 or info@agrihealth.co.uk

Insist on the World’s Best!  
Available from all leading farm 
supply stores, supplied by AgriHealth.

By Peter Bates, independent sheep 
consultant 
Plunge dipping has been a worldwide 
method for ectoparasite control for 
more than 150 years and dipping in 
the organophosphate (OP) diazinon 
continues to be an effective method 
for scab control in the UK. However, 
dipping will only be effective if the 
following points are considered.

The volume of dipwash that 
comfortably holds the correct number 
of sheep without overflowing must be 
known and recorded. Once the dip-bath 
is filled to this level with clean water, 
diazinon concentrate is added to give the 
Initial Concentration (IC). 

Diazinon molecules are bound to an 
oil-based carrier, which together with an 
emulsifier (similar to detergent) aid in 
the formation of microscopically small 
droplets of insecticide. When added 
to water the emulsifier causes the 
diazinon complex to disperse uniformly 
throughout the water and, when mixed, 
gives the dipwash its milky appearance. 
Mixing must be for at least five minutes 
to disperse these droplets uniformly. 

Diazinon is preferentially absorbed 
into the skin/wool grease while the 
sheep is in the dipbath. Immersion 
must be for one minute – any less can 

result in a 60% failure to cure scab. One 
minute results in a higher concentration 
of diazinon in the wool/skin grease 
(around 3,189mg/l) compared to that 
simultaneously found in the dipwash 
(around 276 mg/l).  

Sheep must be introduced against 
the lie of the fleece and must be kept 
moving in the bath, aiding maximum 
penetration.

Sheep flow
The flow of sheep through the dip must 
be regulated: too many sheep can result 
in shoulders (a major site for scab) not 
immersed effectively. Scab mites can 
reside in the ear, consequently the head 
has to be immersed twice, once as the 
sheep enters and again as it leaves.

Each sheep takes out between 18 
and 32 litres of dipwash – depending 
on size, breed and fleece length – 
retaining between one and 4.5 litres in 
the fleece. This results in the dipbath 
volume falling and the concentration of 
diazinon becoming progressively weaker 
as dipping progresses. So the wash 

has to be ‘replenished’ with diazinon 
concentrate (using the appropriate 
concentrate transfer system) at set 
intervals to maintain an effective 
concentration, together with water to 
maintain the original working volume. 

Critical concentrations
There are three critical diazinon 
concentrations (see Figure 1): the 
initial concentration (IC); the minimum 
lethal concentration (MLC), the lowest 
concentration of diazinon that would 
kill an ectoparasite (calculated for 
scab mites); and the maintenance 
concentration (MC), the lowest 
concentration likely to be maintained 
when the label instructions are followed. 
By effective replenishment maintaining 
the MC, the MLC is never reached.

Currently available diazinon 
formulations are replenished after a 
defined number of sheep, using the head 
count method.

Fouling issues
Dipwash can be fouled by between 3% 
and 5% organic matter (including soil, 
faeces, fleece and kemp) by the end 
of dipping, providing a substrate for 
the preferential absorption of diazinon 
and rendering it unavailable for fleece 
uptake. At 5% fouling there’s 60% less 
fleece uptake. The entire dipwash should 
be discarded after one sheep per 1.5 
litres of the working volume – that’s after 
600 sheep for 900 litres of dipwash. 

Reduce fouling by cleaning the 
dipbath and, if possible, dagging all 
sheep before dipping. Collecting pens 
should be made of rough concrete 
or slats to remove dirt from the feet. 
Throughout dipping the collecting 
and draining pens must be swept 
regularly and kemp, fleece and faeces 
skimmed off the dipwash before each 
replenishment.

Plunge dipping: doing it right

Time post dip (wks)

5 10 15

Fleece length (cm) 7.6 12.5 16.0

Fleece staple zone

Top % 19.6 10.6 13.6

Middle % 31.6 30.0 31.1

Lower % 26.7 34.6 36.2

Recent % 22.0 24.0 18.8

Total (mg/l) 2,396 1,349 609

Sheep must be plunge dipped for one minute. During this time diazinon is actively 
absorbed into the skin/wool grease.

Figure 1: Depletion of diazinon with time following 
plunge dipping. Replenishment after groups of 50 
sheep.
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Figure 2: Fleece concentrations of diazinon degrade with time, but continue to 
diffuse down the wool fibre reaching the skin, protecting against scab or lice for a 
long time after dipping.

C
on

ce
nt

ra
ti

on
 o

f 
di

az
in

on
 (

m
g/

l)

Time (weeks)

5,000

4,000

3,000

2,000

1,000

0
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 141312 15

2,396mg/l 1,349mg/l 609mg/l

Each sheep takes out between 18 and 
32 litres of dipwash.

Dipping operators 
need to follow 

safety and 
protective clothing 

guidance.



Crystalyx EHE Sheep Farmer Sept 2016.indd   1 07/09/2016   14:50

42  SHEEP FARMER  

By Bob Kennard, 
NSA
These are 
interesting, if 
rather uncertain, 
times for the UK 
sheep industry. 
The huge question mark of Brexit aside, 
the sector faces several underlying 
challenges.

The consumption of sheep meat is 
in long-term decline, particularly when 
compared to poultry consumption. And 
the demographic of lamb consumption is 
dominated by older people.

The number of breeding ewes has 
levelled out at around 16 million and the 
structure of the UK sheep industry has 
changed during the past 40 years. From 
a predominantly traditional stratified 
system, it’s moved towards a much 
more non-stratified one where a few 
‘general-purpose’ breeds are scattered 
in several ecological and altitude zones 
to directly produce finished lambs.

Hill breed populations have also 
declined during the same period, as have 
other traditional UK Heritage breeds. 
And while the pure-bred numbers have 
been in general decline, several cross-
breeds have been on the rise. Some 
breeds have seen dramatic increases in 
numbers, including the Texel and Lleyn.

Breeding innovation
New breeds and composites are still 
appearing. This is a continuation of 
breeding innovation that has occurred 
for centuries. But there is some 
concern in the industry about recent 
such developments, particularly if the 
ownership of these genetics is held by 
breeding companies with contacts, skills, 
and finance, to establish marketing 
relationships with national supply chains 
and/or supermarkets. 

Experience of such developments 
in other livestock sectors is that it can 
have sudden and far reaching effects on 
reducing genetic variety.  

These changes have been interpreted 
as increasing efficiency. But there 

are hidden dangers, two of which are 
particularly important.

The first is the threat to the genetic 
viability of our native sheep breeds. The 
UK has more than 60 native breeds of 
sheep – the highest number in the world. 
The decline in the commercial use of 
traditional Heritage breeds of sheep 
threatens the priceless genepool that 
they give us. 

Who knows what genetic traits will 
be needed in future, particularly with 
the effects of climate change? This 
national asset of genetic variability 
could disappear as populations of many 
breeds shrink to genetically non-viable 
levels. No sheep breed can rest on 
its laurels and resist moving with the 
times, but all breeds carry valuable traits 
that need recognition. Their future will 
be more secure if they succeed in the 
marketplace.   
And then there’s a second threat – to 
the landscape and upland communities. 
The decline of stratification has reflected 
a decline in traditional sheep farming 
systems, which have developed and 
maintained many landscapes for 
hundreds of years. The intensification 
and increased efficiency of farming 
enterprises including pigs, poultry 
and dairy have changed these sectors 
beyond recognition. Sheep farming, 
particularly in the uplands, remains 
the final bastion of traditional farming 
systems in the UK, based largely on 
family farms. 

But, unlike other farming sectors 
that are less landscape-based, the 
decline of traditional sheep farming has 
more far-reaching impacts. Not only are 
the cherished landscapes and other 
pastoral areas under threat, but also 
the communities that still largely rely on 

traditional sheep farming for survival.
It is against this backdrop that NSA, 

together with several industry bodies, 
is developing a strategy to help address 
these problems. With a recent donation 
from the Prince’s Countryside Fund 
to add to industry donations, NSA is 
now able to proceed with a feasibility 
study to find a practical solution. The 
work, to be carried out during the next 
few months, will investigate whether a 
sustainable project to add value to UK 
Heritage sheep breed supply chains can 
be developed.

Industry-scale promotional and 
marketing efforts currently concentrate, 
understandably, largely on just one 
product, standard lamb. Meanwhile, 
sheep production has a gloriously 
diverse heritage. This can be illustrated 
as ABC:
A. Age – lamb, hogget, mutton
B. UK Heritage Breed – approx. 60 to 

choose from
C. British Countryside/Landscape 

Between them, these points of 
differentiation could offer a wide 
consumer choice and stimulate interest 
in sheep meat generally, as well as 
sales, particularly to younger consumers. 
It has been said that breed has little 
impact on sheep meat flavour, but this 
is only likely to be true of lamb where 
flavours have not had time to develop, 
as with veal. Increasing evidence is 
now demonstrating that with mutton 
there are definite differences in flavour 
between breeds. This would have been 
no surprise to Victorian ‘foodies’.

Consumer choice
The current sheep meat market could 
be compared to the wine market of the 
1950s and 1960s, when there was only 
a small handful of widely available wines. 
This has now exploded into thousands. 
The same pattern can be seen for 
cheese, beer, bread and so on. With 
increased interest in the story behind 
our food, the time seems right to offer 
the consumer more choice in sheep 
meat, without harming the core standard 
lamb. Indeed, several producers have 
been doing so for years, albeit without 
much industry support.

The exact nature of this project 
will evolve as the work progresses. 
However, we are very keen to hear your 
thoughts. An on-line survey has been 
created to allow NSA members to share 
your opinions with us. It takes around 
15 minutes to complete and can be 
found at www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
heritagebreeds.

New tastes from old traditions

Herdwicks at Wastwater, in Cumbria.

Andrew Pugh with Shropshire mutton leg.
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NSA talks to Boehringer Ingelheim’s Head of Business 
(Ruminant UK and Ireland) Findlay MacBean to discuss the 
future of animal health in the UK. 

In June Findlay MacBean was appointed to his new role 
at Boehringer Ingelheim, following the business’ merger with 
Merial in January. With this role, working for the second largest 
animal health business in the world, comes a responsibility to 
ensure that future animal health and welfare needs are met in 
a changing marketplace. 

Q. How would you describe the major benefits of the merger?
“The integration of Merial and Boehringer 
Ingelheim will be an ongoing process, but what 
I can say is that it will bring significant long-
term benefits to producers in the UK,” says 
Mr MacBean. “In 2015, Boehringer Ingelheim 
achieved net sales of about 14.8 billion euros 
and research and development expenditure 
totaled 20% of net sales. These two successful 
global operations are bringing together their 
expertise in animal health, their research and 
development, and their product offerings, 
to offer customers a more streamlined and 
valuable service. This is timely as the nature 
of the demands for animal health products is 
changing.”

Q. What sort of changes are you seeing?
“There’s a huge trend, in the UK and worldwide, for a 
preventive approach to animal health. This puts pressure on 
companies, like us, to offer new solutions to the marketplace. 
How we work within the industry, and what we offer, will 
continually evolve to ensure effective and sustainable animal 
health management on all UK farms.”

Q. And what are the challenges that you face?
“The biggest challenge, in my opinion, is the reduction of use 
of antibiotics on farm. Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is now 
widely accepted within the industry and an issue we have been 
addressing for many years. As a company, we have a moral and 
legal duty to protect the health and welfare of animals under 
our care. In specific circumstances, there’ll always be a need 
for a level of antibiotic use. However, a very targeted approach 
is vital for the future effectiveness of animal medicines, and 
the use of antibiotics as a preventive approach to animal care 
is no longer acceptable.

“Vaccinations are an effective way to stop diseases and, 
therefore, preventing the need to use antibiotics. We’re 
focused on vaccines – both the use of existing vaccines and 
the development of new ones. The recent merger has brought 
together some incredible specialists who will now work together 
to achieve the goal of reduced antibiotic use.” 

Q. How do you see the company’s role changing moving 
forwards?
“Our role, as an animal health product business, will move 
from product sales to a solution-based operation. And I believe 
that this will be most effective when producers work closely 
with a small team of specific experts to formulate protocols 
for their farm management. We will need to work with vets 
and, for example, nutritionists, building design consultants and 

business advisors. A more holistic approach 
is needed so that all aspects of animal health 
and welfare are considered and long-term 
improvements are made within each individual 
business.

“We are committed to working much more 
closely with vets, so that our products are 
used effectively. We’re aware that we must 
work towards less reliance on treatments 
and encourage responsible use of all 

medicines. I think that when we look at treatments we must 
be more thorough in diagnosing the cause and ensuring the 
right product is prescribed. As a member of NOAH (National 
Office for Animal Health) we are committed to supporting the 
responsible use of medicines and I encourage anyone working 
in animal health to read the information and recommendations 
on responsible use of medicines contained within the RUMA 
guidelines.”

Q. How do you see the livestock market changing in the 
future?
“Globally, the market for animal protein continues to grow as 
the world population expands and the middle classes increase 
in numbers. These consumers have a higher income, and a 
newly acquired taste for a meat-based diet, particularly those 
in China and India. This offers tremendous opportunities for 
many livestock sectors, but we must make sure that we meet 
the expectations of that marketplace. Consumers want to 
know much more about the management of animals and it’s 
important that we have a traceable and transparent industry 
that instills confidence in new and growing markets. 

“We also need to play a role in educating the consumer in 
how food is produced and what welfare standards are applied 
in the UK. We have an incredible industry and some great 
export opportunities. British lamb and sheep products have an 
incredibly good reputation across the world. Marketed as the 
brand of preference, with world leading quality, there are some 
fantastic sales to be gained. 

“I believe that communication channels need to improve 
to ensure that all levels of the industry work together to 
achieve the best animal health standards possible. By 
improving health, we improve productivity and, ultimately, farm 
profitability. And we are committed to playing a key role in 
achieving this in the UK and throughout the world. 

Antibiotic reduction is our 
biggest challenge

GEORGE MUDGE SHEARING
New and second hand

mains and 12V machines.
Full range of spares.

All requisites for shearers.
NZ Super Crook for only £25

Contact 01822 615456 or
info@georgemudgeshearing.co.uk

www.georgemudgeshearing.co.uk
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Improved WELSH MOUNTAIN SHEEP 
SOCIETY PEDIGREE SECTION 

 

Established 1905 
 

Tel: 01745 730949 
secretary@welshmountain 

sheepsociety.com 
 

www.welshmountainsheepsociety.com 

 
 
 

BRITISH ROUGE SHEEP 
 

The easy lambing terminal sire 
producing quick growing lambs with 

excellent meat to bone ratio 
 

Secretary: Patricia Imlah 
secretary@rouge-society.co.uk 

01651 862920 
07803 897419 

 

www.rouge-society.co.uk 

Charmoise
Hill Sheep

• HARDY Hill Sheep
• Add SHAPE to your prime lambs

• EASY Lambing
• Terminal Sire suitable for 

tupping EWE LAMBS
Please contact David Trow Tel: 01686 688234

www.charmoisesheep.co.uk

ASSOCIATION

SH
EEP BREEDERS’

Est. 1892

strength in versatility

Tel: 01305 262126
e-mail: dorsetsheep@xlnmail.com

www.dorsetsheep.org.uk

For details of your local breeders call
Tel: 01904 448675

www.meatlinc.co.uk

Blackface 
Sheep Breeders’   
Association 

Information on the breed and sale dates 
available on our web site or from:- 

Aileen McFadzean, Tel/Fax: 01738 634018 
Email aileen@scottish-blackface.co.uk 

www.scottish-blackface.co.uk

Cambridge
Now providing genotyped rams 
of known prolificacy potential 

Details from Alun Davies 
Cambridge Sheep Society Secretary

01513 275699 
alundavies392@btinternet.com 

www.cambridge-sheep.org.uk

SWALEDALE
SHEEP

BREEDERS
ASSOCIATION

England’s Premier Hill Breed.
Ewes are supreme for breeding 

Mule Lambs.
Rams are ideal for crossing

with other Hill Breeds for
increased lamb production

on the hill.
Secretary:

John Stephenson
Barnley View, Town Head, 
Eggleston, Barnard Castle,

Co. Durham DL12 0DE
Tel: 01833 650516

T: 015395 67973    www.beltex.co.uk

ILE DE FRANCE
The breed to meat 

your grades 
For 3Ls 

use an Ile de France 
Lean, Liveweight
and Lively lambs 

Secretary Edward Adamson 
07711 071290

www.iledefrancesheep.com

 
Less work and more profit 

The fully performance recorded woolshedding 
breed, selected for resistance to worms.  

Tel 01985 845063 / 01647 252549 
 

www.sig.uk.com 
 

HAMPSHIRE 
DOWN 

The UK native terminal  
sire for naturally fast-

finishing lambs off forage 
Contact Janet Hill on 01700 831652 

janet@hampshiredown.org.uk 
www.hampshiredown.org.uk 

 
 
 

MANX LOAGHTAN 

Low input producer of gourmet 
quality lamb and mutton 

 

Fine, naturally coloured wool 
 

Ideal conservation grazer 
 

Breed Secretary, Kim Everett, 01580 852691 
 

www.manxloaghtansheep.org 
  

 

Southdown 
Great on ewe lambs 

 

Details from the secretary 
Mrs Gail Sprake  
01986 782251 

secretary@southdownsheep 
society.co.uk 

 

www.southdownsheepsociety.co.uk 
 

The breed that makes ends meat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHAROLLAIS
A Chop Ahead 

of the Rest

www.charollaissheep.com
01953 603335
office@charollaissheep.com
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British Berrichon 
The HARDY,  

EASY LAMBING, 
EASY CARE sheep 

Contact Sue Powell for information 
01989 770071 / 07974 360807 

berrichon@btconnect.com 
 

www.berrichonsociety.com 
 
 

 
NEMSA: North  

of England 
Mule Sheep 
Association 

 

SIMPLY THE BEST! 
 

The success of the North of 
England Mule has assured its 
place through the country’s 

leading commercial flocks. Why 
have mutton when you can lamb? 

www.nemsa.co.uk 
 

Details from Marion Hope  
01387 371777  

nemsa@btinternet.com 
 

The leading domestic 
Terminal Sire Breed 

suffolksheep.org 
email 

enquiries@suffolksheep.org 
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028 2563 2342

LLEYN
Sheep Society

Secretary
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079666 99930
promotions@lleynsheep.com

www.lleynsheep.com
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EASY CARE
LOW MAINTENANCE

NO SHEARING
EXCELLENT MOTHERS

HARDY

Take the stress 
out of shepherding

www.easycaresheep.com
info@easycaresheep.com

EasyCare

DORSET
DOWN

FAST FINISHING LAMBS OFF GRASS
Dorset Down Sheep Breeders’ Association

Havett Farm, Dobwalls, Liskeard, PL14 6HB
01579 320273 secretary@dorsetdownsheep.org.uk

www.dorsetdownsheep.org.uk

NORTH COUNTRY CHEVIOT

Profit from Quality Store Lambs
Visit www.nc-cheviot.co.uk
Contact 07834817710 or

secretary@nc-cheviot.co.uk

The ideal 
crossing 
sire for
all hill 
ewes

The ideal 
ewe for

producing
mules and 
half-breds

Be the smarter investor,
use a Border Leicester

See what it can do for your flock!
It’s as easy as ABC...
Added conformation
Built to last
Cross it with any breed
Contact: Katie Keiley, Secretary 01556 660155. 07920 855440

www.borderleicesters.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE SHEEP
The versatile,

tree-friendly breed
Shows & Sales 2017

Sun 30th July Shrewsbury 
Livestock Market.

Fri 8th & Sat 9th Sept Melton Mowbray 
Livestock Market.

Contact Claire Jakeman 07766 238346

 
 
               

            
New!  

 Agrident AWL200 
 

- Read EID Tags 
- Management Recording 
- Free Link Software  
 

 Only £450 + VAT  
 
 
 

          tgmsoftware.com    
          Tel: 028 9268 9681  

There’s a huge trend, in the UK and worldwide, 
for a preventive approach to animal health.

Left: Findlay MacBean
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Maintaining the highest 
quality of British wool 
depends on both the 
physical skill of the 
shearer and the quality 
of training on offer. And 
both education and training are at the 
very heart of what British Wool strives 
to do.

As the only agricultural commodity 
board remaining in the UK, British Wool 
sets out to support producers from all 
corners of England, Northern Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales. In addition to 
working constantly to promote the wool 
produced here in Great Britain on a 
global stage, possibly the most notable 
support provided is our ‘Seal’ accredited 
shearing courses.  

Beginning with a ‘Blue Seal’ award 
and running up to the highest ‘Gold Seal’ 
award, the courses offer various levels 
of training, from beginners to advanced. 
The courses provide an excellent 
platform for shearers.

Training scheme
British Wool’s training scheme is 
internationally renowned as being one 
of the best shearing training schemes in 
the world and, as such, it is the envy of 
many. We have 60 active instructors in 
the UK and all have been professional 
shearers, including many national 
champions. Running from late April to 
the end of July, the success of these 
courses, which are heavily subsidised 
by British Wool, are highlighted by the 
volume of shearers of all ages and 
abilities from all over the world who are 
keen to attend.

For complete beginners, British Wool’s 
Head of Shearing Colin MacGregor has 
produced an online training resource 
‘First Steps in Shearing’. This is 
intended to complement preliminary 
training courses and be a reference 
for trainees. “It is now much simpler 
to view the courses available, and also 
book through the British Wool website,” 
explains Mr MacGregor. “We always try 
to ensure that we can accommodate 
anybody who wishes to learn about 
shearing, or improve their skills, and this 
year we were delighted that all courses 
were fully subscribed.”

British Wool is keen to highlight that 
these courses would not be possible 
without the support of the various 
host farms. These are critical to the 
success of the courses as they supply 

the sheep and look after them prior to 
and after each event. In many instances 
this requires a tremendous amount of 
patience.

“We are lucky to have 120 host 
farms, across the length and breadth 
of the UK, that are integral to our 
training courses and competitions. The 
host farmers are dedicated to the 
industry and are delighted to see the 
next generation starting to shear and 
continuing to develop their skills. A huge 
thank you must go every one of them 
for their continuous support, without 
which we would not have a training 
programme,” adds Mr MacGregor.

Clip potential
Britain has around 17 million adult 
sheep and more than 90% of these 
sheep are sheared each year by British 
Wool trained shearers. “Shearing is, 
quite literally, the harvesting of the wool 
and it is imperative that we do not forget 
this,” he says. “Wool is a tremendous 
fibre and must be kept in the best 
condition possible to ensure that British 
wool remains one of the very best in the 
world. 

“Shearing is certainly not all about 
winning competitions. It is about 
maximising the potential of your 
clip to gain the best returns on this 
commodity.”

Wool should be presented in the best 
possible manner and to the highest 
quality, and to achieve this in the 
shearing sheds, quality over speed must 
prevail. It is important that the wool is 
rolled and packed in accordance with the 
best practice as detailed in the booklet 

distributed every year, called ‘British 
Wool – Your Organisation’.  This is 
something that is instilled into everyone 
who takes part in a British Wool shearing 
course.

The pinnacle for any shearer to show 
off their skills is through the many 
shearing competitions, one of which is 
the Lochearnhead Shears held during 
the first week in July. This heralds 
the arrival of the New Zealand team, 
which is welcomed each year by fellow 
competitors.  This year, having arrived 
just a few days before, the NZ team 
was pipped to the post by the Scottish 
shearing team.  

Welsh winners
Competitors then headed down to the 
Lakeland Shears followed by the Great 
Yorkshire Show, where New Zealand were 
victorious on both occasions. However, 
it was the Welsh team that came to the 
fore in the Welsh Competitions, where it 
won four tests in a row.

“With competitive shearing growing 
ever more popular among young 
shearers, we have seen a 10% increase 
in those taking part in competitions 
this year,” says Mr MacGregor. “This 
is extremely encouraging, particularly 
the enthusiasm generated by the junior 
competitions for 16 to 18 year olds, with 
often up to 25 people entered. In fact, 
the junior competitions were recently 
described by one young shearer from 
Northern Ireland as being ‘as exciting as 
the Grand National’.”

Several world record attempts have 
been hosted by the UK. Most recently, 
Kiwi shearer Rowland Smith smashed 
the previous ‘eight-hour ewe world 
shearing record by shearing 644 ewes 
in eight hours – that’s an average of one 
sheep every 44.72 seconds. Mr Smith 
has now teamed up with British Wool to 
help raise the profile of shearing as both 
a key industry skill and a competitive 
sport.

“We must all remember that the 
foundations of this industry were, and 
still are, built on the very best of British 
produce,” concludes Mr MacGregor. 
“Shearing training and competitions 
successfully promote the activity among 
the younger generation. And not only 
does this ensure that there’s a skilled 
workforce, but it also provides a sound 
education in this skill that will safeguard 
the quality of wool produced for decades 
to come.”

Training is key to shearing 
skills and wool quality

Skilled shearing is vital to maximising the 
quality of clip.

The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No.111982). Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire CV37 7BJ. 
Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation. A member of the Association of British Insurers.

Now you can insure your smallholding along with your home.

In addition to our top-rated home contents insurance,  
our new smallholder extension can provide cover for your 
property (such as outbuildings or tools) and public liability. 
You also have the option to protect your livestock too.

Peace of mind for your piece of land.

 Find your local Agent:

nfumutual.co.uk
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During their year on the NSA Next 
Generation Ambassador programme, 
members the 2017 group have provided 
monthly updates on their own sheep 
enterprises for the NSA website. Find 
out what they’ve been up to during the 
year on the ‘Ambassador Blogs’ area 
of the NSA Next Generation website 
at www.nsanextgeneration.org.uk. 
And read August blog entries for three 
Ambassadors here.

Joe Milligan (23)
Lambs are all thriving well since 
weaning. They are grazing mostly grass, 
alongside a small amount of meal we 
recently introduced. The plan had been 
to finish them all off grass, but with 
grass dry matter through the floor we felt 
there was little alternative if we didn’t 

want a lot of lambs left in October and 
November. We have sold a few finished 
lambs and it’s nice to get the first few 
away. Hopefully there will be a lot more 
to follow in the coming weeks. 

Lambs are now getting a mineral 
drench every few weeks as we have 
found low levels of trace elements in the 
cattle and in a few ewe samples, taken 
earlier in the year. The replacement ewe 
lambs have been separated from the 
flock and are grazing good swards on 

another farm that doesn’t get heavily 
grazed with sheep. They were sheared 
before they left and, while I think they do 
better and are bigger than in years when 
ewes weren’t sheared, it is a topic still 
up for debate. 
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Lisa Adams (33)
It has been fantastic to see such a 
huge amount of coverage around Love 
Lamb Week this year and, as part of 
this, I was pleased to be asked to do 
an interview for BBC Radio Suffolk. It’s 
a great initiative, which I hope will have 
a positive effect on increasing people’s 
appetite for lamb. 

With the addition of more grazing 
land, my own flock are increasing in 
numbers. Ewe lambs not going to the 
ram this autumn have been put on a red 
clover ley at a local farm. They will head 
onto stubble turnips later in the year. 
The teaser rams are currently running 
with my pedigree ewes for lambing at 
the beginning of February. 

Before moving my ewes to 
Suffolk, they were an indoor March-
lambing flock. But to fit around work 
commitments I needed to lamb them 
earlier and outside. Providing I can lamb 

them in a fairly sheltered spot and have 
enough grazing in front of them, they 
seemed to have lambed exceptionally 
well at this time of year. At times, 
though, it does feel more like luck than 
judgement! The commercial flock of 
Lleyns and Romneys won’t be lambed 
until April.

Back in the spring I was lucky 
enough to awarded funding from the 
Henry Plumb Foundation to develop the 
performance recording within my flock. 
This funding will enable me to purchase 
the software I need to carry this out 
more efficiently. For me, these grants 
are a huge boost to my business. It 
can be a challenge to work up enough 
capital to start a business from scratch. 
My mentor, along with the training and 
support I’ve received as an NSA Next 
Generation Ambassador, has been 
incredibly useful and invaluable to me 
so far.

Alister Watson (26)
We’ve been struggling for grass all 
summer on the farm and it seems 
that every time I apply some fertiliser 
that it’s not only washed in but also 
washed out within the week. Due to 
the shortage of grass, I’ve sold some 
lambs as stores to free up some 
grazing for the cattle and breeding 
ewes.

Contracting work has been coming 
in waves while the suns been shining 
and it seems that every dry day I’ve 
been direct drilling grass or kale and 
spreading fertiliser. 

I took a risk at home with the silage, 
which resulted in a couple of fields 
ending up with two full days of rain. 
When it did eventually dry out the bales 
didn’t look too bad, thankfully. But a 
small amount of soil contamination 
means it will keep some cows fed. 
The second half went great with some 
really good haylage bales made. Half 
were square for feeding sheep in the 
polytunnel and the other half round for 
the young stock. The fields averaged 
about 10 bales to the acre and I’ll be 
getting it analysed soon.

With the days getting shorter and the 
nights longer, it’s time to think about 
giving the ewes a good health check 
and a bolus before tupping, which I’ll be 
looking to do very soon.

Working in the family business might 
seem like a dream for some, or an 
unthinkable challenge which could 
never work for others. Either way, it 
is a reality for many young shepherds 
and goes hand in hand with succession 
planning – the elephant in the room. 
Here, NSA Next Generation Ambassador 
Jacob Anthony shares some of his tips 
for tackling this delicate subject.

Jacob (24) runs the sheep element of 
the family farm at Tondu, Bridgend. The 
farm spans some 243 hectares (600 
acres) of owned land and 40 hectares 
(100 acres) of rented ground on a 
short-term tenancy. The flock has been 
expanding from 800 Lleyn cross Texels 
to a goal of nearer 1,000 since Jacob 
took the reins, and runs alongside a 
suckler herd, bull beef finishing unit and 
equine forage selling business. 

He says his father has been ‘very 
good at letting me make my own 
mistakes’ since he took charge of the 
flock in 2013, after leaving college. 
“While it can be challenging working 
alongside family members, it is a 
privilege which should not be taken 
for granted,” says Jacob. “Your family 
are your harshest critics and the 
expectations of your family members 
can be very high, but there are few 
occupations in which you can work 
alongside those who have your best 
interests at heart on a daily basis.”

Decision making
“Decisions I make are questioned all 
time,” says Jacob, “despite taking the 
reins for the sheep side of the business. 
I don’t think you would have that level 
of involvement for every decision in 
any other industry. But knowledge and 
understanding of how your business 
works is unlikely to be higher than in 
farming. You know the lie of the land 
and what works best where, and you 
can always fall back on years of wisdom 
and experience from family members if 
you’re unsure about something.” 

It’s never going to be an easy one to 
broach, but Jacob explains why he thinks 

tackling succession planning sooner, 
rather than later, is in everyone’s 
interest. “We need to know where we 
stand as the next generation,” he says. 
“It is always going to be a sensitive 
conversation, so handling it delicately is 
key. But you’ve got to ask yourself where 
you want to be in 20 years’ time. 

“If it is at home in the family 
business, be prepared to make some 
sacrifices yourself. After finishing 
college, I made the decision to stay at 
home and establish myself instead of 
taking a travelling opportunity in New 
Zealand.

Show commitment
“I don’t think you can expect your family 
to keep doors open for you forever 
without showing a willingness that you’re 
committed and want to be involved. 
Don’t forget to point out the positives 
that sharing responsibility could bring to 
other family members too. My parents 
have been able to enjoy holidays in 
recent years. They wouldn’t have been 

able to if I hadn’t been around.”
Despite the opportunities that growing 

up within a family business present. 
Jacob is honest about the sacrifices it 
brings. “The farm always came first when 
I was growing up,” he says. “Hobbies, 
holidays and sometimes even education 
had to take a back seat so that farming 
tasks could get done. This is something 
that I think is difficult to grasp for people 
from a non-farming background. 

“New entrants look at us with envy 
sometimes but, in many instances, 
we would have missed out on many 
experiences as a child and into 
adulthood to put the farm first.” 

Tips for smooth family farm 
succession planning 

NSA Next Generation Day
Make sure you don’t miss the NSA Next Generation Day on 

Wednesday 15th November at Welshpool Livestock Market. The event is open 
to anyone aged 35 and under. It promises to be a laid back but highly informative 

day, with lunch provided. The event will have several practical and topical workshops 
to get stuck into, and the application window for the 2018 Ambassador group will 

also open. Full details at www.nsanextgeneration.org.uk/event.



The product that ticks all the 
boxes for fluke control!

✓  FLEXIBLE  Licensed for dairy*, beef and sheep
✓  EFFECTIVE  against all 3 stages of Liver Fluke- Adult

- Immature- Early Immature✓  AFFORDABLE15L Value Pack available

Withdrawal Periods: Meat and offal: Cattle and sheep 56 days. Milk: Cattle milk for human consumption may only be taken 
from 48 hours after calving. Not intended for use during lactation or within 45 days of calving. Should a cow calve earlier than 
45 days after the last treatment, milk for human consumption may only be taken from 45 days + 48 hours (47 days) after the last 
treatment. Sheep: Not authorised for use in ewes producing milk for human consumption including during the dry period. Do not 
use within 1 year prior to the first lambing in ewes intended to produce milk for human consumption. Endofluke contains 
triclabendazole 100mg/ml.
Use Medicines Responsibly. Noah.co.uk/responsible. Legal Category POM-VPS.  Date advert prepared: July 2017
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For information, speak to your local stockist or contact Bimeda at 01248 725 400

*The product is approved for 
use during pregnancy and lactation. 

However, the product is not permitted for use during 
lactation in animals producing milk for human consumption.
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