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Key time to shine light on
‘dark corners’ of industry
by Phil Stocker, NSA
Most of us will never have heard of a
‘command paper’ before, but one exists
now that will shape sheep farming for
many years to come.
The recent launch of the Agriculture
Bill command paper marks the start of a
consultation process to pass legislation
in advance of our departure from the EU
in March 2019, work that will set a brand
new domestic policy and framework.
While the paper is for England only,
it will influence and sit alongside similar
work in Wales, Scotland and Northern
Ireland. It therefore has to be one of the
most significant pieces of work that will
shape the future of agriculture. And its
title (‘Health and Harmony: the future for
food, farming and the environment in a
green Brexit’) is very telling.
NSA will reply on behalf of the sheep
industry – see page 16 for details – and
even though the consultation period
closes on Tuesday 8th May, one of the
busiest times in the sheep calendar,
I encourage NSA members to also
respond if possible.

Live exports

Now you can insure your smallholding along with your home.
In addition to our home contents insurance, our new
smallholder extension can provide cover for your property
(such as outbuildings or tools) and public liability.
You also have the option to protect your livestock too.

Peace of mind for your piece of land.
Find your local Agent:

nfumutual.co.uk
The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No.111982). Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire CV37 7BJ.
Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation. A member of the Association of British Insurers.

A section on ‘fulfilling our responsibility
to animals’, which specifically mentions
stricter controls on the export of live
animals for slaughter, has undoubtedly
been influenced by animal welfare
campaigning organisations. They have
a real skill for whipping up support with
distorted and misleading messages
conveyed in language chosen carefully to
gain maximum sympathy from a public
that can’t be expected to know any
different. And like many other topics, it
seems easier to attract attention and
create a compelling argument against
something rather than for it.
If you can get past the fact they are
often driven by vegan interests, there is
actually much about the sheep sector
that animal welfare campaigners like.
But there are also aspects they don’t –
namely transport and slaughter.
I recently took part in a debate
with one of the welfare campaigning
organisations for BBC Radio Wales.
On arrival, I was welcomed by a very
friendly reporter who, when learning I
was there to talk about live exports of
sheep, enthusiastically replied that she
had completed an online petition about
this dreadful practice. She coloured up
as she gradually realised I was there
to defend it – but asked some very
reasonable questions and was interested
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enough to wait for me to discuss the
subject more. I wouldn’t say I won her
over completely but she certainly went
away realising it wasn’t as black and
white as she’d thought.
Then there is non-stun slaughter. As
a result of the article on the importance
of the halal market to the UK sheep
sector, ran in the last issue of this
magazine, we had two NSA members
resign their membership. Both felt nonstun slaughter was unacceptable and,
although we were not debating that
aspect of the market, many people see
non-stun slaughter and halal as implicitly
linked. I hate losing members and have
done what I can to explain.

Finding answers
Banning is rarely the answer as all
it does is drive things underground
or result in ways around the rules –
unintended consequences that often
make things worse not better. Our
response has been to look for answers,
such as an assured live export scheme
with high standards and transparency
that could answer our critics and allow
us to meet our high welfare reputation
while keeping this valuable trade.
For non-stun slaughter, we need to
convince the Muslim world that electric
stunning doesn’t kill sheep, it renders
them unconscious. The New Zealanders
have done that and pretty much all their
lamb is to halal standards yet all is prestunned.
Both these topics are examples of
‘dark corners’ of our industry that we
sweep under the carpet at our peril. We’d
do better to bring them out in the open,
debate them, and find solutions.
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The front page picture was taken by
professional photographer John Eveson. Want to
see your image on the cover? Email enquiries@
nationalsheep.org.uk.
This NSA magazine is published with design and
production services provided by Ladies in Print.

Email: ladiesinprint@outlook.com
Tel: 01684 899255
Paper is FSC® certified. It is
sourced from responsibly
managed forests.
No part of this magazine may
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or shared
in any form (be in electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise) without prior consent of NSA.
Every care is taken when compiling this magazine and
NSA and Ladies in Print take no responsibility for errors
and omissions arising from publication. Views expressed
and information contained in Sheep Farmer are not
necessarily those of NSA or Ladies in Print and neither
party cannot be held responsible for any reason arising
from them. Neither NSA or Ladies in Print endorse any
services or products advertised.
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Regional Chairman
07837 291258
chairman@nsascotland.org

Regional Development Officer

02893 366225
07711 071290
edward.adamson1@gmail.com

George Milne
Regional Development Officer

01334 472403
07831 511330
george.nsa@btconnect.com

South East
Nigel Durnford

Bob Blanden

Regional Chairman
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nigel.durnford@
foodandfarming.co.uk

Regional Manager
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07860 689391
bob@nationalsheep.org.uk

South West
Peter Derryman
Regional Chairman
01404 881398
07773 692558
derrymanmum@hotmail.
co.uk

Ian May
Regional Manager
07913 043234
ian@nationalsheep.
org.uk

By the time this magazine reaches you
it will be more than a month since the
extreme snow storms and high winds
that caused devastation in some areas
of the UK, and at the least painful
inconvenience in all others.

Regional Manager
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07712 659262
jonathan@ceressolutions.
co.uk

Nicola Smith
Livestock Researcher
nicola@nationalsheep.org.uk

Scottish
John Fyall

True impact of weather

Want to work with NSA?

Jonathan Barber

Regional Manager
07966 699930
heather@nationalsheep.org.uk

Karen Sumner
Bookkeeper
karens@nationalsheep.org

The NSA AGM will be held this year on
Thursday 9th August, with NSA Head
Office at Malvern, Worcestershire,
hosting the event for the first time in
many years.
The official business will be followed
by an update by NSA staff, lunch and
then a visit to a nearby farm. Details to
follow in due course.

Photo credit Kath Birkinshaw

Phil Stocker
NSA Chief Executive
pstocker@nationalsheep.org.uk

Regional Chairman
01629 812777
alastair.sneddon@bagshaws.
com

News
Update

Save the date

The snow storms and freezing high
winds were well forecast, giving people
the chance to take avoiding action where
they could, but in many areas there is
only so much you can do and even the
best prepared still found the conditions
left considerable damage.
NSA Chief Executive Phil Stocker
says: “Weather conditions of this type hit
hard in two ways – direct sheep losses
and consequential losses to livestock,
buildings, infrastructure and, of course,
to peoples’ time and efforts.
“It became clear that the wind and
drifting caused most of the problems
and this meant damage and losses were
often isolated and different farm by
farm. A number of farms saw significant
stock losses and, even now in early April,
evidence is still being gathered to assess
losses and costs.
“But in addition to this, the weather in
Scotland and North England in particular
followed a very tough summer with stock
(and stock managers) not going into the
winter in the best possible condition
and with forage quality low and short in
supply. Even in the south of the UK the
weather took its toll with the second
round of snow some two weeks later
coming when many young lambs were on
the ground.
“We heard of many losses, and
also endless reports from across the
country of a lack of grass leading
to high feed costs, a general
lack of thriftiness, and just a
lot of very hard work in tough
conditions. I hope I don’t rue
writing this, but I just hope the
saying ‘if March comes in like a
lion it goes out like a lamb’ is true.”
SHEEP FARMER

NSA Marches Region is looking for a
secretary to organise and co-ordinate
its presence in Gloucestershire,
Herefordshire, Shropshire, Warwickshire
and Worcestershire. This is an exciting
opportunity for anyone interested in
promoting the interests of the sheep
sector, within a small and friendly team
of regional sheep farming committee
members.
This flexible role, paid for by NSA
Marches Region on an honorarium basis,
includes:• Organising and taking minutes at
four committee meetings annually, to
include an Annual Regional Members’
Meeting.
• Arranging and participating in two NSA
Marches Region events annually (such
as farm walks, evening meetings or
social events) and an NSA Marches
Region Next Generation event.
• Co-ordinating NSA Marches Region
involvement in the biennial NSA
Sheep Event.
• Attending three NSA Regional
Managers Meetings (whole day
meetings) at NSA Head Office,
Worcestershire, annually.
More information from NSA Head Office
on 01684 892661 or enquiries@
nationalsheep.org.uk.

Fitting final tribute
In a fitting tribute to the legacy he has
left behind him, late NSA Chairman
Samuel Wharry (pictured) has been
named as recipient of the 2017 George
Hedley Memorial Award for
outstanding contribution to
the sheep sector.
A sheep farmer from
Carnlough, County Antrim,
Samuel had a distinguished
career with NSA from the
early 1990s, culminating
in becoming chairman in
January 2015. His sudden
death in early 2017 was a
loss to the organisation and
the industry.
John Blaney, NSA Northern Ireland
Region Trustee, says: “Samuel was
a fantastic ambassador for the UK
sheep industry. On meeting him, with
his unassuming and easy manner, you
APRIL/MAY 2018

New NSA office holders throughout the UK
With all NSA regions now having held
their annual members’ meetings, three
new Regional Chairman are in place.
Peter Derryman, Nigel Durnford and
Tim Ward (pictured left to right) take the
reins in NSA South West, South East
and Cymru/Wales regions respectively.
Based near Honiton, Devon, Peter
and his family run pedigree breeding
enterprises of Suffolk and Hampshire
Downs alongside a commercial flock of
Romneys. Nigel runs a pedigree Texel
flock alongside his son’s Christmas
tree business in North Wilshire, and
is a much sought-after consultant on
livestock haulage matters. Tim can be
found in Montgomery, Powys, where he
runs Kerry Hill and Dorset Down sheep.

All three are willing and eager to
hear from NSA members in their region,
either directly or at regional events/
meetings.
Following changes to the NSA
Management Board in January, two
positions on key NSA committees
also see new office holders in post.
Bryan Griffiths, the new NSA Chairman,
has been replaced as NSA English
Committee Chairman by Kevin Harrison
of NSA Marches Region. And becoming
an NSA Trustee has led to Dan Phipps
vacating his role as NSA UK Policy
& Technical Committee Chairman,
passing the job into the capable hands
of existing committe member Eddie
Eastham from NSA Northern Region.

Farm assurance changes

NSA in 2018

NSA members in England with farm
assurance are reminded that Red Tractor
is making changes to its beef and lamb
scheme from June this year. To enable
the scheme to demonstrate responsible
use of antibiotics on Red Tractor farms,
new requirements are coming in around
annual livestock health
and performance reviews with a vet.
Contact Assured Food Stardards if you
are unsure how the changes affect you.
would get the impression this man
was not all that special. However,
his depth of knowledge across the
whole spectrum of the sheep industry
would emerge after a short time in his
company.
“His passion for sheep
was infectious and he had
a great thirst for knowledge.
This became evident
through his input into the
Blackface Performance
Recorded Sire Reference
Group and Agrisearch Sheep
Advisory Board, but also
within his own flock via
performance recording work
and involvement in several
breeding trials.”
The award will be presented to
Samuel’s family at NSA Sheep 2018 in
July. Nominations for the 2017 award
will be accepted from this autumn.

• NSA Sheep Centre at Royal Ulster
Show. Wednesday 16th to Saturday
19th May at Balmoral Park, Lisburn,
County Antrim. www.nationalsheep.
org.uk/events
• NSA Scot Sheep. Wednesday 30th
May at Kings Arms Farm, Ballantrae,
South Ayrshire. www.scotsheep.org.
uk
• NSA Scottish Region Sheep Centre
at Royal Highland Show. Thursday
21st to Sunday 24th June at the
Royal Highland Centre, Ingliston,
Edinburgh. www.nationalsheep.org.
uk/events
• NSA Sheep Event. Wednesday
18th July at the Three Counties
Showground, Malvern,
Worcestershire. www.sheepevent.org.
uk
• NSA Sheep Centre at Royal Welsh
Show. Monday 23rd to Thursday 26th
July at the Royal Welsh Showground,
Builth Wells. www.nationalsheep.org.
uk/events
• NSA South Sheep. Saturday 8th
September at the South of England
Showground, Ardingly, West Sussex.
www.southsheep.org.uk
Free entry for members to NSA Sheep
Event and NSA South Sheep; half price
to NSA Scot Sheep. One free/reduced
entry per membership card held. Not a
member? Join at www.nationalsheep.
org.uk/membership.
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NSA reports – devolved nations
NSA Cymru/Wales Region

By Helen Davies, Development Officer
We welcomed a new Chairman
and Vice Chairman at our Annual
Regional Members’ Meeting. At
the top is Tim Ward, a Kerry Hill
and Dorset Down breeder from Montgomery,
Powys, supported by Kate Hovers of
Sennybridge, Powys. Kate is a sheep farmer and vet, being a
past Sheep Veterinary Society President and running a flock
health advisory service since 2004. Llew Thomas stepped
down as Chairman but remains an NSA Trustee.
Our guest speaker after the business part of the meeting
was Ron Mounsey, a former dairy farmer who now runs 15
McDonalds franchises employing 1,200 people from Pembroke
Dock to Newport, Gwent. In the face of Brexit, he challenged
the sheep industry to come up with the product that would
appeal to a younger generation who seek out more exciting
and convenient eating experiences. He said lamb had been
used in a McDonalds promotion called ‘Great Tastes of the
World’, an Indian burger, but it proved difficult to cook right.
Phil Stocker, NSA Chief Executive, picked up on this theme
and addressed the challenge of ‘putting some excitement and
interest’ into the 20 to 40 age group market by tapping into
international cuisine options and taste experiences. He said:
“We believe we can do something in that more artisan end
of the market, linked with our British heritage and traditional
sheep farming, and creating interest in both local and global
markets alongside the industry’s core offering.”

NSA Northern Ireland Region

By Edward Adamson, Development Officer
To raise awareness of the
qualities of lamb, especially from animals
raised on this side of the water, NSA Northern
Ireland Region sponsored this year’s Senior
Lamb Culinary Freestyle competition. This
is held in the Salon Cullinaire Chef’s Skills
Theatre at IFEX, a Northern Ireland trade show.
Other recent activity includes me representing NSA at the
Animal Agro Show, held as part of the annual GrainTec Show in
Kiev, Ukraine. Animal health certificates for the movement of
live animals and germplast to Ukraine are hopefully only weeks
away, and presence at this show will have helped trade.
Lack of investment means the Ukrainian sheep industry
in currently small and mostly unprofitable, but the country is
coming through what has been a difficult few years and there
is potential for growth. Larger farming companies with land
and buildings are looking for partners to supply stock and
management packages and Natalia Yakymenko, Ukrainian
Sheep and Goat Association Deputy Chairman, shared a wish
to get more information and progress the sector. She was
keen to have closer contact with the UK and tap into NSA’s
knowledge and expertise, as at present she says there is no
traceability, no management advice and no structure to sheep
breeding through parentage recording or lineage. I think links
would be useful, as it should not cost us anything but will
promote the UK industry and may give us a head start when
they need to make improvements in breeding and management

NSA Ambassador

International links

Caryl Hughes, who farms near Llangollen, Clwyd, shared her
experience as part of the NSA Next Generation Ambassador
programme. She said she particularly valued the networking
opportunities it had created within the group of 12, with them
remaining in touch via social media, sharing problems and
experiences with almost instantaneous responses.
Sion Ifans of Welsh Lamb and Beef Promotion illustrated
software to help with record keeping for farm assurance. The
facility is available to all 7,500 scheme members and easily
accessed from a smart phone.
In more recent activity, NSA Cymru/Wales Region has jointly
signed a letter with NFU Cymru and FUW to highlight concerns
over quarantine units to Cabinet Secretary Lesley Griffiths. We
await the response.
The next Regional Committee meeting will be on Tuesday
17th April at 2.15pm in Hafod Y Hendre, Royal Welsh
Showground.

It was also interesting to meet Ian Fox, Deputy Head of
Mission at the British Embassy in Belarus, who gave us an
insight to agriculture there. It seems they have a more stable
government and a good working relationship with Russia, the
EU and others throughout the world, and would be keen for the
UK to strengthen relationships.
Back at home, well known sheep farmer Brendan Kelly from
Randalstown, County Antrim, is the NI rep for British Wool,
elected to take over from Ian Buchanan from Dungiven, County
Derry, who has served on the board for the maximum 12
years, the last three as Board Chairman.
At time of writing in late March, old season lamb is still on
an upward trend allowing lamb finishers a decent margin for
feeding until this time of year. We should not get complacent,
but it does help morale going into a new season with prices on
a high. Let’s hope the bubble doesn’t burst.

Llew Thomas (centre), retiring NSA Cymru/Wales Regional
Chairman, joins speakers at the Annual Regional Members’
Meeting.
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Edward meeting Natalia Yakymenko of the Ukrainian Sheep
and Goat Association.
SHEEP FARMER

NSA Scottish Region

By George Milne, Development Officer
The long, hard Scottish
winter, coming on the
back of a very wet
summer, has questioned
the resilience of many
sheep farmers. Grass
is scarce, winter keep is limited and
bagged concentrate is expensive – so let’s
hope the strong prime lamb trade continues
and gives finishers the encouragement to be more
enthusiastic when purchasing stores later this year.
NSA Scottish Region held a very positive Annual Members’
Meeting, with myself and Chairman John Fyall reporting on a
busy past year and extensive policy work. Sybil Macpherson
retired as NSA Trustee and was replaced by Peter Myles of
Dalbog, Angus. Maimie Paterson continues as Treasurer.
The meeting also saw Ian Duncan Millar of Moredun
acknowledge the region’s good work on behalf of the industry
and thank us for our continued involvement with the Moredun,
plus a presentation from Emma Harper MSP, Parliamentary
Liaison Officer to the Scottish Government Cabinet Secretary for
Rural Economy and Connectivity.

THE Automatic Applicator

Automatic
Applicator
£34.95

Lamb dinner
A highly successful dinner followed the meeting with 70
members and guests served Scotch Lamb legs. These were
carved at the tables by selected guests and Michael Ritch,
an NSA Next Generation Ambassador, was named best
carver of the evening. Our guest speaker was Lord Duncan,
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State in the both the Scotland
Office and Northern Ireland Office. The evening concluded with
presentations made by NSA Next Generation Ambassadors Rory
Gregor and Alister Watson, and a charity raffle raising £560.
Thank you to all who helped make it a successful day.
In policy news, the recent announcement by the EU that
we can move to an age cut-off point for identifying when lamb
carcases need to be split is very positive – see page 16 for
details. NSA Scottish Region played a large role in requesting
for the LFASS loan scheme to be put in place once again, with
payments hopefully arriving by the time you read this.
We will be hosting a parliamentary reception on Wednesday
16th May to highlight the important role sheep farming plays in
rural Scotland, including delivering environmental, social and
economic benefits. Invited guests will be given opportunity to
sample Scotch Lamb dishes and be reminded of two important
NSA reports – The complementary role of sheep in upland and
hill areas and The benefits of sheep in arable rotations.

Single Tags

TWIN Tags

Yellow EID, black
fixing & pin

Alternating visual/
EID

SLAUGHTER TAGS: 20
PER STRIP

BREEDING PAIRS: 10 PER
STRIP
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Supplementing Made Simple

NEW RANGE!

Delicious Scotch Lamb legs, kindly donated by Scotbeef and
carved by guests, were the highlight of NSA Scottish Region’s
annual dinner.
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NSA reports – English regions
Central
By Anne Payne, Manager
Like everywhere else in
the country, our region
has been hit by the ‘Beast from the
East’ (mark one and mark two).
There are varying reports from
members about additional lamb and ewe
losses, farmers spending extra on feed
blocks to try and halt loss of condition,
difficulties in housing for long periods
of time because of a shortage of straw,
and general exhaustion on the part of
shepherds undertaking just the basic
daily tasks to keep stock safe.
On a different note, it is known that
RPA still hasn’t completed all 2017 BPS
payments – but we have heard of one
member whose payments for 2015 and
2016 are also incomplete, having only
received two-thirds of each (together)
last June, with no sign of the 2017
pay-out yet. Unable to spend the time
involved in arguing the details of the
dispute, they have been forced to pay
agents to deal with it on their behalf.
As regards market trading, Regional
Chairman and livestock auctioneer
Alastair Sneddon observes that recent

Outstanding contribution
in NSA Northern Region

Award for Kath

Congratulations to Kath Birkinshaw,
NSA Central Region committee
member and respected agricultural
photographer, who has been made
an Associate of the Royal Agricultural
Society of England.
prices for hoggets at Bakewell were
£20 up on last year. This is good for
confidence in the store lamb trade, but
at the same time could have an adverse
effect on the shearling trade later in
the year, if more vendors decide to
sell as lambs rather than risk having a
less profitable price later for a greater
investment period.
On another positive note, Kath
Birkinshaw, NSA Central Region
committee member and our resident
agricultural photographer, has been
made an Associate of the Royal
Agricultural Society of England.
Congratulations to Kath.

Eastern

At the NSA Northern Region Annual
Members’ Meeting, Alan Alderson
was named as the 2018 recipient of
the T.I. Allison Memorial Award for
outstanding contribution to the sheep
sector in Northern England. Eddie
Eastham, Regional Chairman (pictured
on the right), presented the award to
Alan, who farms at Kirkby Stephen,
Cumbria, in recognition of his services
to hill farming and the Swaledale Sheep
Breeders Association in particular.
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By Jonathan Barber,
Manager
Lambing has been
consuming most of our time here
in NSA Eastern Region. In general it
appears to have gone well, allowing
for all the usual challenges and the
unusually extreme weather.
Our Winter Fair at Melton Mowbray
went well and my thanks to all who
helped in many various ways – full report
on page 8.
Congratulations to our past regional
chairman, Andrew Foulds, who upon his
retirement as an NSA Trustee has been
appointed an NSA Vice President. Dan
Phipps, our current Chairman, has taken
on the role of Trustee.
We are organising our annual NSA
Eastern Region farm walk to visit John
Pawsey, so watch the NSA website,

email update and Facebook page for
a date and time. John is Chairman of
Shimpling Park Farms at Shimpling,
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk. His family
has been farming in Suffolk for four
generations and, since 1999, he and his
wife Alice have been farming organically.
In 2014 livestock were introduced to this
previously arable-only enterprise, in the
form of New Zealand Romney sheep, and
now Robert Spink, NSA Eastern Region
Vice Chairman and NSA Next Generation
Ambassador, has joined the Shimpling
team on the sheep side.
The farm provides educational
visits and a beautiful barn is used for
weddings, meetings, dining & dancing.
We are in for a very special visit to hear
about how sheep have fitted into the
organic arable system, so hope to see
you there.

Marches
By Antony Spencer, Chairman
Although we have had to put
up with seemingly endless
hours of thawing out taps and troughs
and miles of carrying sloshing water
buckets and fodder, we were thankfully
not as hard hit by the recent weather
as many of you – and my heart goes out
to those who have suffered losses.
On the subject of losses, I am also
sad to report that NSA staff member
Hannah Park is leaving for pastures
new, which means we also lose her
as NSA Marches Region Secretary.
She has done so much to encourage
younger NSA members with her work
with NSA Ambassadors and our NSA
Next Generation regional event last
summer, and I am sure I speak for us
all in wishing her every success for the
future. Although they are big boots to
fill, we need a replacement secretary. If
you think you might fit the role or know
of someone who might, you will find all
the details on page 3.
On a brighter note, the trade for
sheepmeat at the moment is serious
and writing this a few days before Easter
it seems as though most deadweight
centres have reached that often elusive
‘fiver’. Looking back to this time last year
we were still hoping to reach £4/kg, so
long may it continue.
There are certainly not so many early
lambing flocks in our area anymore so
it will be interesting to see just how
much old season lamb is out there and
if there is enough to get us through to
the changeover. While it all looks rosy at
the moment, I just hope we get the right
Brexit deal so as not to spoil the party.
SHEEP FARMER

South East
By Bob Blanden,
Manager
Our Annual Regional
Managers’ Meeting
saw retiring Regional Chairman Andrew
Barr welcome more than 50 members.
He handed the reins to Nigel Durnford
in the top spot and Yann Le Du as Vice
Chairman.
Yann echoed everyone’s appreciation
for the years of service Andrew has given
as Chairman, which he has not entirely
escaped from as he continues as an
NSA Trustee. Nigel has been replaced
in his former role as Treasurer by John
Britton.
Following the formal part of the
meeting, we had a presentation from
Richard Taylor, an NSA Next Generation
Ambassador who has been voted onto
the regional committee, on his very
useful first year in the programme. Local
farmer Gordon Wyeth then kept us
interested in his ‘out of box’ thinking and
successful business, followed by British
Wool Chief Joe Farron on fresh thinking
and new efficiencies there.
Phil Stocker gave a comprehensive
account of NSA activities and Dr Kenton
Hart from Scotmin spoke about ways
to improve colostrum quality in ewes.
Scotmin, along with local animal health
business Farm and Country Supplies,
generously sponsored the meal that
followed.
While preparations for NSA South
Sheep in September are building, I
am delighted our regional NSA Next
Generation Shepherds Competition,
which has to happen before July for the
winner to compete in the national final,
will go ahead on Saturday 2nd June.
It will be part of a NSA Next
Generation event called ‘The Business
of Sheep’ at Hole Farm, Hadlow Down,
East Sussex, TN22 4HB. As well as the
shepherds’ competitions, there will be

seminars/workshops covering topics
including getting on the farming ladder,
different sheep systems, business
costings, sheep in arable systems, and
positive communications.
A line up of excellent speakers, plenty
of opportunity to ask questions and
network during the day, and finishing
with a social event with BBQ, bar and
camping – just right for those already
in the sheep sector or looking at it.
Register for the event and enter the
competitions at www.southsheep.co.uk,
or contact Marie Prebble on 07702
043585 or marie@kentshepherd.co.uk
for more details. An insert is enclosed
with this magazine for regional members.
Meet Nigel Durnford, new Regional
Chairman, on page 22.

South West
By Ian May, Manager
After what feels like
a very long winter,
I’m sure I’m not
alone in hoping for a calmer spell of
weather. Snow, frozen pipes and sheds
overflowing with couples waiting to go
out have been countered by a buoyant
lamb trade. This will hopefully help
the early lambers, who have had a
particularly difficult time of it.  
The NSA South West Region Annual
Members’ Meeting went very well, with
many thanks to our four guest speakers
for a series of interesting talks. Vet Emily
Gascoigne outlined the AHDB Beef &
Lamb Challenge Sheep project, which,
with seven years to run and two focus
farms in this region, should provide
ample opportunity for farmers to engage.
Howard Tratt fed back on his first year
as an NSA Next Generation Ambassador.
It was great to see the broad set of
opportunities this programme provides,
and we look forward to hearing more
from Richard Rossiter who has been
selected as part of the 2018 intake.

Busy annual meeting

Like other regions with annual
members’ meetings in recent months,
NSA South East Region saw a packed
room and plenty of topics to discuss.
Bryan Griffiths, NSA South West Region
committee member and NSA Chairman,
followed with some thoughts and
observations from a recent trip to New
Zealand.
The meeting was brought to a close
by NSA Chief Executive Phil Stocker,
who gave us a quick run-through of the
major topics on his plate at the moment,
including the latest discussions around
Brexit. It was great to hear how engaged
NSA is being on our behalf.
Phil also attended the NSA South
West Region Ram Sale’s annual
meeting, this time to give a presentation
on the ram longevity research report.
This led to a lively discussion among
the large audience of breeders and
interested parties regarding a ram’s
health status on purchase and
subsequent aftercare.
Finally, many thanks to Alan Derryman
who stands down as Regional Chairman
this year – and congratulations to
Peter Derryman who takes over, and to
Howard Tratt who will be supporting him
as Vice Chairman.
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Seminars prove a major draw at
NSA Eastern Region Winter Fair
A slightly new format for this year’s
NSA Eastern Region Winter Fair saw
the seminar programme feature more
strongly through the day, resulting
in a good attendance and strong
engagement from audience members.
The programme kicked off with Kate
Hovers, vet and independent sheep
consultant, talking about reducing
lameness in flocks. She took visitors
through the five-point plan, which
places equal importance on rapidly and
effectively treating lame sheep, culling
repeat offenders, vaccinating stock,
quarantining incoming animals, and
avoiding infection.
In addition to lameness, a number
of other speakers covered technical
husbandry topics during the day. Charlie
Thompson of Zoetis Animal Health
offered advice on parasite control, and
Howard Gilbert of Volac provided top tips
on successful rearing of surplus lambs.

Technical knowhow
Dr Liz Genever introduced AHDB Beef
& Lamb’s ‘Challenge Sheep’ project,
which encompasses a wide range of
work looking at the management of ewe
replacements. Her particular focus on
the day was looking after young ewes at
lambing time to reduce culling/losses
and improve production.
Next up Charles Secombe, NFU
Livestock Board Chairman and NSA
Central Region Committee Member,
shared his thoughts on what the sheep
sector would look like post-Brexit. He
argued that providing a regulatory
framework within which farmers could be
profitable would allow them to also look
after animal health and welfare and the

The seminar area a main focus for the day.
environment.
He said: “I believe that if farmers are
profitable they will also do what they
can to look after the environment. I am
confident we can devise a scheme that
can deliver for the environment at the
same time as producing food.”
The environment and food production
was also touched upon by Robert
Spink, local sheep farmer and NSA Next
Generation Ambassador, who described
his involvement in running sheep in
arable rotations. Mr Spink expounded
the positive environmental benefits of
the practice, particularly in terms of soil
health, and looked at the practicalities
of running sheep on units that do
not necessarily have the expertise or
infrastructure of doing so.
Phil Stocker, NSA Chief Executive,
summarised the findings of the ram
longevity research work that concluded

Animal Intelligence, for life
Animal Intelligence, for life

Event fact file
Event: NSA Eastern Region Winter Fair.
Venue: Melton Mowbray Livestock
Market, Leicestershire.
Date: Friday 9th February 2018.
Competition winners:• Stockjudging: Geoff Watson,
Northamptonshire.
• Trade stand: Allflex.
• Breed society stand: Lleyn Sheep
Society.
Full results at www.nationalsheep.org.
uk/events.
last year and was supported by NSA.
He said: “In pursuit of answers around
the working life and cost of rams in
commercial sheep flocks, this study
gathered information from almost 600
UK sheep flocks through focus groups
and an online survey. We are now in a
position to respond to claims from NSA
members that rams do not work on
commercial farms for as many seasons
as wanted with data, and pin-point
practical on-farm solutions for producers
who want to maximise the working life of
rams.”

FINANCE AND FIXED
MONTHLY PAYMENTS
Whether to maximise lamb sales or ensure correct dosing rates, regular
and accurate weighing can have a significant impact on farm profitability.
Our interest-free finance packages make owning a livestock handling and
weighing system more affordable than ever.

New format

A steady flow of visitors kept trade stands busy throughout the day.
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Speaking more generally about the
new format for the NSA Eastern Region
Winter Fair, Mr Stocker added: “The
day worked very well, with plenty of
individuals attending the seminars and
also making the most of the opportunity
to have quality, worthwhile discussions
with the trade stands present. Those
attending seemed well aware of the
changes on the horizon, and were fully
engaged with the messages from the
day.”
SHEEP FARMER

0845 600 80 81 Quoting Finance18
www.coxandritchey.co.uk
Minimum order value £6000.00 excl VAT. Credit subject to status. Other fees apply. Allflex UK Group Ltd is an Introducer
Appointed Representative of Rural Finance Ltd. Alligator, Prattley and TruTest are distributed in the UK by the Allflex UK Group.

NSA Scot Sheep to be ideal setting
for discussing the industry’s future

NSA Sheep 2018 visitors to look for
ways to thrive in uncertain times

Sheep producers from across Scotland, North England and
Northern Ireland will be in optimistic mood as they head for
NSA Scot Sheep 2018 on Wednesday 30th May.
This year’s event, held in South West Scotland, will be
hosted by Robert and Caroline Dalrymple, along with longtime farm manager Andrew Maclean, at Kings Arms Farm,
Ballantrae, Girvan, Ayrshire, They run a highly-productive flock
of 1,000 Texel cross Mule ewes with all lambs finished on the
farm, and 400 Scotch Mule ewes crossed with the Texel to
produce replacement ewe lambs.

The theme of NSA Sheep 2018 is ‘Thriving in an uncertain
future’, a banner beneath which an action-packed day will
deliver political seminars, technical workshops and practical
demonstrations, all aimed at driving on-farm efficiencies and
profitability, regardless of what the future holds.
The event returns to the Three Counties Showground,
Malvern, Worcestershire, but will be held slightly earlier in the
year on Wednesday 18th July. More than 250 trade and breed
society exhibitors will feature alongside numerous attractions
for visitors to enjoy, ensuring everyone goes away with the very
latest industry information.
Helen Davies, Event Organiser, says: “NSA Sheep 2018
is the major technical event for the UK sheep industry. With
the UK’s journey to leave the
EU now officially more than
half way through, there is
little doubt that changes are
on the horizon. This year’s
event will provide ideas and
opportunities for individuals
keen to thrive and, as such,
will be a must-visit for anyone
involved in the sheep industry.
The seminars will be a
highlight of the day, with an
NSA Sheep 2018 will see
impressive line-up of speakers
crowds return Worcestershire. and chairmen. First up will be

Anticipation
The reputation of the flock and the farm’s attractive location
on the Ayrshire coast makes for an ideal setting for NSA Scot
Sheep and the event is set to attract
its usual large attendance from sheep
producers looking to keep up-to-date
with all the latest developments in the
industry. With the prime lamb market
holding up remarkably well this spring,
and encouraging prospects for this
year’s lamb crop, sheep producers will
be anticipating a good year despite all
the uncertainties of Brexit.
The implications of Brexit on the
sheep industry and its likely impact on future support will
be the focus of two out of four short, sharp seminars, that
combination of which will feature a galaxy of leading figures
in the sheep industry. Brexit will no doubt also feature in the
official opening address by John Scott, MSP and well-known
Ayrshire farmer who formerly chaired the hill farming committee
of NFU Scotland. The other two seminars will look at sheep
disease and prospects for the next generation.

Robert Dalrymple and Andrew Maclean
(pictured between NSA Scottish Region
Chairman John Fyall and NSA Scot
Sheep Chairman George Allan) will host
the event at Girvan, Ayrshire.
the final at the NSA Sheep Event at
Malvern. And there will again be a show
and sale of pairs of ewe hogs, which
has proved a popular innovation over the past few years. Entry
forms are on the event website.

The focus will then switch to more technical topics, with
sessions looking at the use of technology in thriving farm
businesses and opportunities within our existing domestic
market for products such as heritage brands and halal.
Practical sheep matters will also feature in two workshop
areas, which will double the programme seen at the 2016
event.
NSA members can enter NSA Sheep 2018 free of charge
(one free entry per membership card). Sign up in advance at
www.nationalsheep.org.uk/membership. Event details and farm
tour bookings at www.sheepevent.org.uk.

2018

Farm tour day

As part of the impressive line-up of attractions at NSA
Sheep 2018, a day of farm tours is set to take place prior to
the event.
Organised in conjunction with Field Farm Tours, visits
to two progressive sheep farms will depart from the Three
Counties Showground – home of the event – the day before
(Tuesday 17th July).
The tour will head first to the home of Pauhla and
Martin Whittaker who run a fully certified organic farm in
Gloucestershire. The pair run 350 breeding ewes, a 70cow suckler herd and some arable land alongside regular
workshops, certificated professional therapist courses and
direct sales of home-produced lamb and beef.
Heading to Worcestershire for the second visit will bring
the tour to Sam Jones, who runs a flock of 1,150 North
Country Mules, the primary enterprise alongside some arable
production. Sam is a keen advocate of data recording, which
he incorporates into his system alongside the use of solar
panels and biomass boiler.

Update from the host

Farm manager Andrew Maclean reports that lambing has
been going well, even with adverse weather ranging from
very wet to hard frost.
That meant 12 ewes and lambs had been turned out by
3rd March, despite 400 ewes having lambed by that time.
Nearly everything has lambed now, with only 40 sets of
triplets (fewer than normal) and more twins, but Mr Maclean
is confident the final tally will not be far short of the 200%
recorded at scanning.
“It’s been very cold and we’ve had frozen pipes and no
running water in the sheds on occasion, which is unusual in
this part of the world,” he reported in late March. “The grass
has just disappeared and we are still feeding 1.5lb of rolls
to the ewes to maintain milk and condition when we would
normally be down to half a pound.”
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a discussion around future sheepmeat trade, looking at the
importance of both EU and non-EU trade deals, and how both
fit with our own domestic market. Next will be the future of farm
support, a seminar looking at what the future might hold and
what we need it to hold in order for the sheep sector to thrive.

Technical focus

Farm tour
The farm tour is always a must at NSA Scot Sheep and
this year will be no exception. There will be plenty of other
attractions in the packed programme too, including the
invitation sheepdog trials featuring top local handlers, sheep
shearing and stockjudging competitions, and practical
demonstrations of grassland management, butchery, crook
making, sheep dressing, wool spinning and fencing.
The event will also host the NSA Next Generation Shepherd
of the Year competition, with the winner going through to

The seminar programme will be a focus of the event, alongside
workshops and demonstration.

SHEEP FARMER
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Looking ahead to NSA ram sales
The 2018 season of renowned NSA ram sales will kick off
with the NSA Wales & Border Early Ram Sale on Monday 6th
August at the Royal Welsh Showground.
It promises to be a good sale and is the venue of choice for
early lambing flocks wanting the pick of rams ready for tupping.
It traditionally sets the price for top quality, healthy, assured
rams.
The online entry form is now a much valued feature of the
NSA Wales & Border Ram Sales website. It, together with the
online catalogue and gallery of pictures, are all designed to
make the buying and selling process as smooth as possible.
A buoyant mood at the same sale last year good sheep sold
well and the event grossed a record £256,880, which was
£43,000 more than in 2016. The top price was 1,750gns and
the number of rams sold was 426, well up on the 390 the year
before, with more than 76% of the rams forward going to new
homes.
The headline figure of 1,750gns was for 40th Anniversary Year
Top price at last year’s Early Builth Sale
a Texel shearling, sold by Welsh Language The Early Builth Sale this year will mark
was 1,750gns for a Texel shearling.
th
TV’s S4C Ffermio presenter Meinir
the beginning of trading in the 40
Howells, and her husband Gary.
will be solely for the sale of non-MV sheep
Anniversary Year of the NSA Wales &
and situated in a prominent position,
Border Ram Sales. If you are able to
SW sale
visible throughout the market.
share early memories or photographs,
Soon after will be the NSA South West
Societies with official sales hold
please contact Gaina Morgan, Sale
Ram Sale, on Wednesday 15th August at
their shows on Tuesday evening. These
Press Officer, on 07872 823366 or
Exeter Livestock Centre, Exeter.
usually start at around 4pm and anyone
gaina@gainamorganmedia.co.uk.
As usual, the organising committee
is welcome to attend. The sale itself is
has been looking for ways to improve the sale and this year is
open to all breeds and the organisers would be delighted to
introducing a fourth ring to encourage new vendors. The ring
welcome new ones.
There was an upturn in the number of females offered for
sale in 2017 and hopefully that trend will continue, making the
Ram sale dates 2018
sale even more attractive to prospective purchasers.
• NSA Wales & Border Early Ram Sale. Monday 6th August
Information for vendors: Entries close for the NSA Wales
at the Royal Welsh Showground, Builth Wells.
& Border Early Ram Sale on Wednesday 4th July. Enter online
• NSA South West Ram Sale. Wednesday 15th August at
at www.nsaramsales.org.uk or contact Jane Smith, Executive
Exeter Livestock Centre, Exeter.
th
Director, on 01291 673939 or jane@nsaramsales.co.uk.
• NSA Eastern Region Rugby Ram Sale. Friday 24 August
Entries close for the NSA South West Ram Sale on Monday
at Rugby Farmers Mart, Stoneleigh, Warwickshire.
2nd July. Download an entry form at www.nationalsheep.org.uk/
• NSA Wales & Border Main Ram Sale. Monday 17th
events or www.kivells.com or contact Sue Martyn, Ram Sales
September at the Royal Welsh Showground, Builth Wells.
st
Organiser, on 01409 271385, 07967 512660 or suem@
• NSA Eastern Region Melton Ram Sale. Friday 21
nationalsheep.org.uk.
September at Melton Mowbray Livestock Market,
Vendors at all NSA sales must be NSA members. If you
Leicestershire.
are not already a member, go to www.nationalsheep.org.uk/
Details at www.nationalsheep.org.uk/events/ram-sales
membership.

LET’S STAND TOGETHER
AGAINST WORMS

CYDECTIN® LA
Injection for Sheep

Full agenda for NSA breed forum
An important annual initiative for NSA and its affiliated
breed societies is the NSA Breed Society Forum. To be held
on Thursday 3rd May, the 2018 event will be invaluable to
exchange information on current activities and mutually
interesting topics.
The event moves around the UK and will be hosted in NSA
South East Region this year, at Hampden House, Monument
Park, Chalgrove, Oxfordshire, OX44 7RW. As well as an
insight into the sheep sector’s response to Brexit, breed
societies attending will get an exclusive insight into the recent
ram longevity research and an update on the ongoing Ram
Compare project.
Booking forms have been sent to breed society secretaries,
but we have plenty of space so anyone involved in pedigree
breeding and interested in attending is very welcome. Contact
the society you are involved in to request a free place.
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PROVEN to suppress the spring rise.

1,2

TAKE YOUR STAND

speak to your animal health adviser today.
Zoetis.co.uk/parassist
CYDECTIN® 20mg/ml Long Acting Injection for Sheep contains moxidectin POM-VPS.
For further information see the SPC or contact Zoetis UK Limited, Walton Oaks, Dorking Road, Tadworth, Surrey KT20 7NS. www.zoetis.co.uk. Customer Support: 0845 300 8034.
Use medicines responsibly (www.noah.co.uk/responsible) Date of preparation: January 2018 AH868/17
1. Sargison N.D, et al., Vet.Parasitol (2012), doi: 10.1016/j.vetpar.2012.04.020 2. Kerr et al., 2018. A practical farm-based trial to compare ewe nematode control strategies in periparturient ewes, in press.

More about this year’s event, and a report from the 2017
forum, can be found at www.nationalsheep.org.uk/events.
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Spread the word about NSA
As the UK’s exit from the EU moves
ever closer, there has never been a
more important time to champion the
interests of the sheep sector. NSA is
working hard to do this – and every
membership subscription helps fund
activity and strengthen our mandate to
speak on behalf of the industry.
To help encourage even more sheep
farmers to get involved with NSA, we are
offering a top membership recruitment
prize for four lucky winners in 2018. You
have an equal chance of winning whether
you’re a new member who signs up
to NSA for the first time, or a member
of many years who refers a friend
or neighbour to join. In fact, existing
members can up their odds of winning,
as your name will be entered in the draw
each and every time you make a referral
– the more people you persuade to join
up, the more entries you get.

NSA is delighted to be working with
Tornado Wire to be offering the four prize
packages, each of which consists of
everything you need to erect 300 metres
of stock fencing. That’s 300m of Tornado
Lambsafe stock fence, 600m of Tornado
Titan barbed wire, a 5kg box of barbed
staples, 20 gripple mediums and 20
gripple t-clips.

Previous winners

Four prizes
The four draws will be spaced through
2018, with non-winning entries at each
draw automatically rolling over to the
next one. So the sooner you make a
successful recommendation, the more
chances you will have to win. Just
put your details at the bottom of the
membership form opposite, tear out
the page and pass it onto a non-NSA
member to sign up. Entries close on 30th
November 2018.

More than 40 NSA members have now
won prizes in the annual draw. Profiles
of the winners, as well as information
on this year’s campaign and full terms
and conditions can be found at www.
nationalsheep.org.uk/draw.

NSA is looking after your data
Under the new General Data Protection
Regulations (GDPR), NSA is updating
its privacy policy which applies to all
contracted members and associates of
our organisation.
When becoming a member of
the NSA, we collect your personal
information in order to ensure your
membership with us functions efficiently
and you receive all the benefits
associated with being a member.
The new GDPR will not affect your

membership or change the way we
process your data.
The correct treatment of personal
data is integral to our successful
operation and to maintain the trust
and support of our members and
associates. NSA will continue to
conform to the underlying principles
of the Data Protection Act (1998) and
adhere to the new provisions of the
GDPR coming into force on 25th May
2018.

Our privacy policy is freely available
on request from NSA Head Office.
If there are any queries or concerns
over data protection, how we process
your data or anything to do with
these changes, please get in touch
on 01684 892661 or membership@
nationalsheep.org.uk. You can also
write to us for further information or to
request our privacy policy. The address
is Data Protection at The Sheep Centre,
Malvern, Worcestershire, WR13 6PH.

Thank you for your help

NSA thanks the following companies for their annual sponsorship, which is invaluable to the
work we do on behalf of the sheep sector.

Gold Supporters

Auction Mart Supporters
NSA also thanks members of the Livestock
Auctioneers Association who help spread membership
recruitment messages to their clients.
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Agrimin
Assured Food Standards
Bimeda
Morlands Sheepskin
Cargill Premix & Nutrition
Ceva Animal Health
Craven Cattle Marts
Electric-Fence.co.uk
Euro Quality Lambs
Humber Palmers
Limagrain
McGregor Polytunnels
Farming Connect
Pinstone Communications
Randall Parker Foods
Rappa
SAC Consulting
SAI Global
Sell My Livestock
TGM
Welshpool Market
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Breadth and depth of activity as
NSA’s continues key policy work
By Phil Stocker, NSA
We always said Spring 2018 would be
the time when thinking would turn to
our domestic agriculture policies and
the future of farm support, and the first
quarter of 2018 has seen just that.
The long awaited Agriculture Bill
‘command paper’ was finally released
in February, nearly two months after the
25-year Environment Plan was launched
with promise of a ‘food plan’ to follow.
The command paper, tellingly titled
Health and Harmony: the future for food,
farming and the environment in a Green
Brexit asks a wide range of very broad
questions but without a great deal of
detail. It also seemingly limits response
choices, although allows ways around
this with a bit more effort. It is also an
England-only paper, so is only part of the
work going on across the UK that NSA is
tapping into and working on.
Defra has organised eight English
regional meetings, as well as a number
of additional industry consultation
meetings, and set a closing date of
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NSA has a general policy of not talking about sheep prices
in Sheep Farmer magazine, as the information can quickly
become out of date before the magazine arrives with
members and, as a result, its usefulness is questionable.
However, we cannot let this edition go by without a
mention of the very buoyant prices we have seen, in
particular since the end of February. Reports of high quality
and in-spec lambs returning £135 have not been rare, and for
some time now topping £100/head has been common.
Supply and demand, influenced by a favourable currency
rate, is at the root of what we are enjoying and hopefully
these conditions will stay with us for some time to come. It’s
certainly a great springboard to get the season underway.
thinking, as we can align well with much of the likely direction
and we have some innovative and creative ideas that could
help.
Unless we are being completely misled, we should expect
significant change in the future but (unlike our counterparts
in New Zealand decades ago) our Government is giving time
for planning, transition and adaptation. NSA regions will be in
a position to discuss the NSA proposals in due course, and if
you’d like to hear more and be involved then please contact
your regional manager or NSA Head Office.

NSA is working in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland as the sheep sector
looks ahead in uncertainty to a post-Brexit world.
the 8th May for responses. NSA will be
submitting a reply and I also strongly
encourage as many individuals to

Latest on carcase splitting rules
After four years of intense work on
TSEs and carcase splitting, kickstarted by the NSA’s 2014 report
The case for the relaxation of sheep
controls (pictured), we have finally
seen a breakthrough in relation to the
way sheep will be aged to determine if
their spinal column should be removed.
This change will give certainty and
allow sheep farmers to plan, and save
the industry a fortune in time spent
checking for tooth eruption. Our work
in 2014 led to all the relevant industry
organisations coming together to lobby
independently and collaboratively and
make the case for a switch from
ageing by tooth eruption
to a set calendar date
of the end of May. We
also jointly agreed on an
extended transition period
for the first few years
where toothing could be
used after the end of May,
rather than all carcases
being split from that date.
The EU Commission
decision followed some
concentrated lobbying that
influenced the UK negotiating
position and led to a risk

Positive price situation

assessment being undertaken by
the Animal Plant and Health Agency
(APHA), and then considered and
discussed further at a meeting of the
UK’s independent Advisory Committee
on Dangerous Pathogens (ACDP) TSE
subgroup on 8th January 2018. The
TSE subgroup concluded that risks to
the food chain were very low, and that
industry proposals were reasonable and
proportionate in the context of the UK.
This led to the UK voting in favour of the
proposals and, finally on 1st February,
the EU Commission agreed EU member
states can make their own
decisions over how they
determine the age of sheep
for splitting.
It is important for
readers to note that this
change will not be in place
for this season (2018) but
should be ready to apply
in 2019.
The NSA report on
carcase splitting,
publishing in 2014,
is still relevant and
available at www.
nationalsheep.org.uk/policy-work.

respond on their own behalf, as I have
no doubt there will be no shortage of
non-farmers doing the same.
NSA has summarised the consultation
document and circulated it around
the NSA regions for discussion and
feedback. Please contact your regional
manager or chairman if you would like to
feed into this process, or contact NSA
Head Office if we can help you in any
individual responses you make.

Future farm support
Relating closely to the Agriculture Bill
command paper, the detail of potential
future farm support schemes is now
under discussion. The UK has a
commitment to the current structure of
the EU’s Basic Payment Scheme and
Rural Development Programme, probably
until 2020 with a further transition
period until 2022. During this time total
funding commitments are to be retained
but we will start to see adjustments,
such as Basic Payment reductions,
payment caps and some new options.
Beyond 2022 is where more
significant changes can be expected,
although even then the word ‘transition’
is still being used. Indications of the
direction of travel can be seen in the
Agriculture Bill command paper with
several questions around the themes
of public goods, animal welfare, ways
to increase efficiency and productivity,
risk protection, and R&D and knowledge
transfer.
I feel NSA is ahead of the curve in our
SHEEP FARMER

Live exports
The issue of live exports is gaining increasing attention within
the Brexit conversation, prompting NSA to look again at the
wider context of this trade.
The starting point for this has to be that the sheep sector
is generally recognised as having good animal welfare

Support recovery
and improve growth
Farm-O-San Reviva Ewe

Reviva Ewe supports the recovery
of freshly lambed ewes. A trial
has shown that if ewes recover
rapidly after lambing then lambs
grow better.
Visit our website and claim
your FREE Lambing Pack.

farmosan.co.uk/lambing2018
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Sheep worrying work
lights up social media
As Sheep Farmer
magazine went to
press, NSA was partway through a social
media campaign to raise
awareness of the issue
of sheep worrying by
dogs.
Launched the day the
clocks went forward and
running for one week, the
campaign was timed to
coincide with when the
public generally starts to Eye-catching graphics drove social
media interactions.
get outdoors more and
reports of sheep worrying rise.
Using Facebook and Twitter as platforms to reach nonfarmers, a series of hard-hitting images and messages were
mixed with friendly advice, farmer case studies and praise
of the majority of dog walkers who use the countryside
responsibly. Within just four days of the initiative, the
Facebook content alone reached more than 90,000 people.
NSA looks forward to sharing the outcomes of the whole
campaign in the next edition of this magazine.
credentials. It’s a relatively natural system, extensive in nature,
and animals are in conditions where they can display normal
behavioural characteristics.
Contrary to much of the criticism that UK agriculture faces
from welfare campaigners, sheep farming is largely seen as
being good. This is why NSA prioritises attention on sheep
health, as this is where we can make gains in productivity and
resource use, reduce waste and losses, and at the same time
improve the welfare of our flocks.
But while sheep farming ticks many of the welfare boxes
(and we should probably be doing more to shout about this)
there are a small number of issues that attract criticism. The
export of live sheep for slaughter is one of these.
This trade has changed beyond recognition over the last
couple of decades and the vast majority of our sheepmeat
exports are now in the form of carcases and cuts of meat,
bringing the chance to add value, create employment and
take the pressure away from industry criticism. Sheep exports
across the Irish border are different, because of the ‘one
nation food and farming agreement’ there. And numbers
exported live for slaughter or further finishing from ports in
South and East England over the last few years have fallen to
around 25,000-head annually – although there is no doubt,
in certain areas and at certain times of year when buyers are
looking for lambs to export, it helps lift prices.
Michael Gove, Secretary of State for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs, has made it clear he intends to use Brexit
to ‘control’ live exports as part of his ambition to raise the
UK’s animal welfare credentials, and there is no doubt that the
pressure is on for this trade. While welfare campaigners will
not take their foot off the gas in their push to see it banned,
it is apparent their real concern is a lack of transport and
slaughter regulatory enforcement in mainland EU member
states.
From all my discussions with many people, I sense that
we have to do something if we are to retain this trade, and
that we probably also have to do something if we want to not
just maintain but build our high welfare reputation. ‘Doing
Continued on page 18
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something’ has resulted in us talking
about the potential for an industry-led,
transparent export assurance scheme
that would place the responsibility for
meeting high welfare standards firmly on
our shoulders. We have a way to go with
this thinking, but if we sit back and do
nothing then there’s only going to be one
outcome.

Non-stun slaughter
Another issue that raises high emotions
is non-stun slaughter. There are strong
feelings among the ethnic communities
that defend it, as well as many of the
public and many sheep farmers too, who
feel it is outdated and barbaric.
Halal was covered in the last edition
of Sheep Farmer magazine and, although
we were talking about the importance of
this market generally and not discussing
the ethics of stun versus non-stun
slaughter, two readers resigned their

While the anti-farming lobby generally
likes the extensive nature of sheep
farming, it opposes live exports and nonstun slaughter.

Hot topics gaining attention
As always, NSA has continued to
engage with the press on a regular
basis. Highlights of the last two
months include:• Warning that the awaited decision
on allowing lynx to be released in
the UK will limit the success of the
Government’s 25-year
Environment Plan, as
rural stakeholders
will not engage in the
concept of a national
forest if it will become
the habitat of a large
predator.
• Signing up to a joint
industry statement,
resulting in 33
organisations getting
behind a statement
in the Sunday Times
(pictured) highlighting the essential
role of agriculture in food provision
and calling for the Government to give
the sector appropriate priority during
Brexit negotiations.
• Emphasising the risks of the
Environment Agency raising its
licence fees, with consequences
for UK farmers in the battle against
treatment-resistance sheep scab
mites – see page 26 for details.
• Congratulating Defra in agreeing
to run a national exercise on footand-mouth, simulating a disease
outbreak and assessing the ability of
the Government, various agencies,
local authorities and the livestock

industry to react. NSA and other
industry bodies have been requesting
the exercise to take place since new
sheep movements and traceability
databases were created in England
and Wales.
• Supporting a call for a network of
small, local abattoirs
in a report launched by
the Sustainable Food
Trust. NSA said sheep
farmers who operate as
producer-retailers are
an important part of
the marketing mix and
that industry and the
Government needed to
work together to address
to rapidly changing and
complex crisis facing
small processors.
• Backing a letter to the Veterinary
Record and Veterinary Times to urge
vets to work with sheep farmers to
ensure livestock in need of antibiotics
were treated quickly and effectively
at lambing time, but that blanket
treatment of all lambs was not
endorsed.
• Refuting claims by the World Wildlife
Fund (WWF) that the traditional
Welsh dish of lamb cawl is the most
polluting of classic British meals.
NSA questioned the credibility of
the charity in issuing the misleading
and irresponsible message to grab
attention on the serious topic of
climate change.

NSA membership in protest at the
article, despite me doing my best to
explain our position.
There is absolutely no question about
the importance of the halal market to
the UK sheep industry, and sweeping
non-stun slaughter under the carpet may
get us by for a while but doesn’t stop
it continually raising its head and, in
doing so, impacting the reputation of our
industry.

For as long as it is allowed, we have
to do what we can to ensure it is done
to the best possible welfare standards.
But there is no doubt we have to work
towards solutions to this part of our
industry, and so NSA is pleased to
support AHDB’s work to find acceptable
alternatives.
These include being able to
demonstrate ‘recoverable stun’ to
convince Muslim community leaders
in particular that when sheep are
electric stunned they are unconscious/
senseless at the point of cutting,
not dead. NSA also supports the
development of post (or immediate) cut
stunning.
In fact we do, and should, support
any work that improves the welfare of
sheep at slaughter. This is better for
the animals concerned, better for the
quality of the product and better for the
reputation of our industry – and a good
reputation will only get more important,
not less.
See page 2 for contact details for
NSA Head Office and NSA regions.

Transparency in the supply chain
The Government has now published its
response to the call for evidence for
the case to extend the Groceries Code
Adjudicator’s remit in the UK groceries
supply chain.
It has recognised that primary
producers are not adequately covered
by the current code, a case that NSA
made during the consultation process
and has been making over recent years,
even raising it personally with Christine
Tacon, the Groceries Code Adjudicator.
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The Government response has
picked up on the lack of transparency
and trust that discourages good
relationships through the supply
chain and, among other suggestions
that should improve transparency, is
proposing mandating for a standard
sheep carcase classification system to
ensure producers receive consistent
information and are paid in a more
transparent manner. NSA looks forward
to further progress on this.
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Simple, effective
prevention of
coccidiosis

“

Ask your vet for more details.

I know coccidiosis is a
problem on our farm,
so I’m using Tolracol
Richard Atkinson
Gillrudding Grange farm
client of Bishopton Vet Group

Advice on the use of Tolracol or other therapies should be sought from your veterinary surgeon. Tolracol contains
toltrazuril. UK: POM-V. IE: POM. Further information available in the SPC or from KRKA UK Limited, Churchill House,
1 London Road, Slough, SL3 7FJ. Tel +44 (0)207 400 3352. Email info.uk@krka.biz. www.krka.co.uk Date of preparation
March 2017 Use Medicines Responsibly (www.noah.co.uk/responsible).

”

Fact-finding trip to New Zealand
strengthens NSA vision for future
By Joanne Briggs, NSA
Given the current situation with our
planned exit from the EU, where the
existing New Zealand import quota is
just one of many things still left to fight
over, and the likelihood of a new UK-NZ
trade deal lies further ahead, there
were all kinds of sensitivities about the
Kiwis inviting the Brits over for a red
meat fact-finding visit.
But with clear guidelines about what
was up for discussion and what wasn’t,
the trip went ahead with considerable
benefits to the UK group when we are at
such a crossroads in our farming future.
It was an interesting mix, with 14
of us representing the UK red meat
levy bodies and various farming and
processing trade organisations, plus
officials from Defra, the Department
of Trade and Industry and the
devolved nations. With both industry
and government involved, including
representatives from England, Wales,
Scotland and Northern Ireland, it was
good for the UK delegation to spend
time learning from each other as well as
gathering information during the visit.
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South Island
• Day 1: Presentations from
Government and industry officials,
plus a farm visit.
• Day 2: Two abattoir visits plus
presentations from the processing
sector.
North Island

Moving stock: Sheep farmer Leon Black moving a mob of sheep on his farm near
Invercargill, South Island.

Hill country: Brothers William and Richard Morrison explain their farming operation
near Palmerston North, North Island.
Having such a range of people
allowed our New Zealand hosts to
understand from the very beginning that
there is still a lot to sort out on Brexit
within the UK, with everything from trade

Some food for thought
In this era of social media and
alternative proteins, it is easy for
consumers to feel guilty about eating
lamb. Listen to the negative press and
red meat is ruining the environment,
causing animals to suffer, pumped full
of antibiotics and likely to give you
cancer.
As an industry, we need to constantly
respond to negative, inflammatory
comments with robust, science-based
facts. We can confidently say legislation
guarantees lamb is safe to eat, that
it is an important part of a healthy,
balanced diet, and that farmers adhere
to high welfare and environmental
standards. And continued research
means we will hopefully be able to
provide more information on the value
of carbon sequestration of grass-based
production.
Lamb is a niche product that, in
terms of global trade, cannot and
should not compete with cheaper
proteins; we are not feeding the masses
but providing a premium product for the
people who want to eat, not the people
who need to eat. If we can market lamb
correctly to a world population that is
growing in number and affluence, there

Whistle-stop tour

are opportunities for growth.
But this growth is in sub-Saharan
Africa, Asia and India, not within our
traditional, comfortable markets of the
UK and EU. The population of Europe
is static, at best, and is similar to the
USA in seeing a rise in the number of
vegans, vegetarians and flexitarians.
That is not to say that we should
stop trying to counter the anti-meat
eating lobby, but we should accept our
consumers will be increasingly far flung
around the world.
When you put a niche product like
lamb on this global scale, the difficult
question we have to ask ourselves is
whether New Zealand should become
an ally rather than a foe. Looking ahead
further than the immediate Brexit
bun-fight (which is not to belittle the
paramount importance of the UK coming
out of that in a positive position), can
we find a way to stop competing with
New Zealand for the relatively small
(and potentially shrinking) space on
UK supermarket shelves and align
ourselves in the world market? These
are not easy questions, but then, these
are not easy times.

to regulation to be negotiated between
the four nations, let alone on a wider
stage.
With that in mind, the focus was
on where the UK and NZ want their
respective sheep sectors to be in 2030,
rather than the immediate future. We
both want thriving, profitable industries
and many of the barriers to achieve
that are similar for both countries –
see section on ‘Food for thought’. The
situation is more complex in the UK,
as leaving aside the trade issue, taking
ourselves out of the EU farm support
regime leaves us far more vulnerable
than ever before.

associated removal of the costly red
tape that binds every on-farm and
processing activity, would decimate
our industry and have far-reaching
consequences for the economy,
environment and society.
There would be tangible benefits
from the UK moving closer to the NZ
model for regulation but, with pressure
from their own Government and
environmental lobbyists to change,
there is likely a happy compromise
between the two. There is also a lot to

Subsidy removal
New Zealand famously removed
subsidies ‘overnight’ in the 1980s. As
we heard frequently on the visit, the
Kiwis are very proud of this and so
confident that it was the making of their
industry that they want everyone else
to do the same. Given that they export
nearly everything they produce, from
kiwi fruit and wine to lamb and milk
powder, it would be to their advantage
to compete on a world stage where
other countries no longer benefit from
financial support. But take away their
dislike of the market distorting influence
of subsidies, and the NZ hatred of direct
payments is far deeper. They like the fact
their industry is now more streamlined
and more market-focused.
New Zealand is far less regulated
than the UK and immediate removal
of direct payments here, without the
SHEEP FARMER

be learnt from what happened in New
Zealand in the 1980s as, even if fewer
business went broke than feared, red
meat production is in the hands of far
fewer farmers and scantily populated
rural areas are struggling to maintain
thriving communities with viable schools,
services and infrastructures.
The bottom line is this – if the UK
Government and general public want our
countryside to look the way it does and
values the role of small, family farms in
delivering environmental stewardship,
high animal welfare standards and active
engagement in rural communities, it will
have to pay for it. Be that via higher food
prices or continued Government support,
we have an awful lot to lose if the wrong
decisions are made over the coming
months.
But given that we find ourselves in a
unique situation of being able to rewrite
the EU rulebook for UK purposes, what
can we take from the less regulated
industry in New Zealand? We can
learn from the attitude that stems
from the very top level of Government
that regulation needs to be outcomebased. There is no desire in NZ for the
prescriptive type of legislation that is
typical of the EU.

• Day 3: Abattoir tour and a farm visit.
• Day 4: Attended Field Days
(an agricultural show) to meet
Government representatives and
research experts.
• Day 5: Presentations from
Government and industry officials.
• Day 6: Roundtable discussion
with farmer and processing sector
representatives.
No one is suggesting regulators,
processors and farmers in New Zealand
all get along all of the time, but there
does seem to be less of a ‘them-andus’ mentality. That is easier to achieve
when you are joined by one common
outcome (in the case of NZ, exporting
product), but as the UK begins to
step into the world as a trading nation
without an EU security blanket, a New
Zealand-style joined-up approach will be
essential on things like effective crosssector communication, prioritising new
markets, maintaining existing markets,
and managing the cost of compliance for
export certificates.

Strong vision
This trip to New Zealand has highlighted
several areas that NSA is already active
in as it champions the interests of the
UK sheep sector within Brexit. It is a
long game, but it is positive to further
strengthen our vision on where we want
to get to for the UK sheep sector.

Farmer trust

Piled high: New Zealand lamb ready for
export around the world.
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An example on water quality, a hot topic
for the Kiwis, is that the Government has
decided against legislating specifically
on fencing waterways and managing
erosion and instead encourages farmers
to pick what is relevant to their situation
via a Sustainable Land Use initiative. It
is an over-simplification to say the New
Zealand Government ‘trusts’ its farmers
more, but there is a lot to be said for
giving farmers choice within schemes
that prioritise activities relevant to
a sector or region. If people share a
decision, there is buy-in and less reason
for them to try and ‘beat the system’
that is not of their making.

While the NZ domestic market is small,
product innovation can be found on
shop shelves.
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Mix of breeds and off-farm interests works for new South East Chairman
By Hannah Park, NSA
A sheep business that works for the
whole family is the kind of enterprise
Nigel Durnford runs in Malmesbury,
Wiltshire.
A flock of 50 pedigree Texels now
runs alongside the established ‘Fine
Pines’ pedigree Shropshire flock, which
have been ‘worth their weight in gold’
in grazing his son’s Christmas tree
plantations.
Nigel explains: “After my son
established the Christmas tree
business, we wanted a way to manage
grass growth from under the trees.
I’d heard Shropshires were one of the
only sheep breeds that don’t eat tree
stems. I was a bit sceptical at first but,
amazingly, it works. We’ve now got 10
ewes and they do a fantastic job.”
Nigel is an established ram breeder
and regular on
the show scene in
Southern England,
so may already be
a familiar face to
some as he embarks
on his most recent
appointment as NSA
South East Region
Chairman.
Splitting his
sheep enterprise
into three flocks,
Nigel begins lambing
from 1st January with
the Shropshires,
followed by the Texels from the last
week in February and then the remaining
commercial ewes in April.

Breeding sales
The best Texel ram lambs are sold as
breeding shearlings, at autumn sheep
fairs in the main, but also some private
sales. Stronger ewe lambs are retained
as replacements with a handful also sold
as breeding females to longstanding
existing customers. Anything else is ran
alongside lambs from the commercial
flock, finished and either sold through
Cirencester Market or kept for the family
freezer.

The Texel flock lambs from late February.
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Farm Facts

The Shropshire breed is used to graze
the Christmas tree planation.

Above: The focus for the pedigree Texel flock is producing ram
lambs for sale, mostly at Wilton Sheep Fair, Salisbury.
Left: Nigel Durnford.
“We’ve sold a lot of
rams to those who’ve
see me at shows,”
says Nigel. “I tend
to go to those within
a 50-mile radius of
Salisbury, as they’re
the customers who come to Wilton
Sheep Fair where I sell a lot of my rams.
They serve as a good shop window and
are a good way to keep your name in
front of potential buyers.”
Stock has also gone further afield in
the past, with Nigel being very proud of
the fact he exported 10 shearling ewes
and 10 ewe lambs to Jersey in 2010, as
the foundation stock for a new flock on
the island.

Export stock
“Trying to get sheep into Jersey is
like trying to use a chocolate tea pot,
because their health requirements are
so stringent when importing genetics,”
explains Nigel. “You name it, the sheep
had to test negative for it and had to be
in isolation for around six months. It was
interesting and very worthwhile doing.
It’s nice to think that a large proportion
of the Texel sheep flock on Jersey is
derived from our flock, although the
buyer we sold to unfortunately couldn’t
keep up the pedigree line as he wasn’t
able to buy in another ram.”

ewes to the right condition is a neverending challenge. I’ve tried all manner
of feeding regimes when it comes to
feeding them through to lambing. If
you feed them too much, lambs end
up too big and vice-versa. I’ve found
flat feeding works best on my system,
so I start feeding them before tupping
and give them all the same up until
scanning, when they’re split into groups
for additional secondary feeding where
needed. It’s not practised very much, but
I think there’s a lot to be said for it.”

winter.
Alongside the sheep enterprise,
Nigel is also a director for Food and
Farming Compliance, a partnership of
consultants who collectively advise on
agricultural regulation at all stages of the
supply chain.
“It’s a very interesting side line,
within which I mainly deal with transport
regulations,” he says. “The company
is an approved Lantra provider for
land-based and environmental training
courses and I run the two certificate
of competence courses for drivers
undertaking short and long-distance
journeys. We do vehicle inspections to
approve those doing more than eighthour journeys.

Transport welfare
“I’ve also recently developed a bespoke
course for the welfare of animals in
transport for HGV drivers, which can be
taken as part of their compulsory 35hour drivers CPC training.”
As the live export debate continues
in the lead up to Brexit, Nigel thinks this
certification has the potential to prove
particularly useful as a way of formally
recognising and documenting the high
standards UK livestock firms adopt.
“If Michael Gove is saying he’s going
to ban live exports, he’s not thought
it through,” says Nigel. “A journey

Lambs from this year’s crop of
Shropshires, born in January.

Grazing

Nigel says his earlier-lambing pedigree
flocks usually scan at around 160%, with
this scanning information used to split
the ewes into feeding groups. “I divide
my ewes for secondary feeding according
to scanning initially, but I don’t think
groups should be based solely on this,”
says Nigel. “Body condition should also
be taken into account and I move ewes
around if I think they’re not getting the
right amount of supplementary feed.”
Having established and built on
his ‘Vashtie’ Texel flock since the
early 1990s, Nigel has spent time
getting ewes to the specification he
wants, which he describes as ‘milk not
mastitis’.
“The biggest art is feeding the
ewe correctly. It’s so important,”
he says. “It essential for getting the
right amount of quality colostrum into
lambs, which is topical at the moment,
but it is absolutely right. Trying to get

Lambing is indoors, staggered between the three different flocks.
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Nigel says there is some flexibility in
this and he will alter the regime slightly
depending on grass availability, or if he
thinks ewes are putting on too much
condition, by cutting the amount of
concentrate feed offered. Grazing is
made up of 40ha (100 acres) of mainly
rented ground, plus 8ha (20 acres) of
Christmas tree plantations used for the
Shropshires. Of this, 6ha (15 acres) is
cut for hay each year to feed through the
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• 50 pedigree Texels and 10 pedigree
Shropshires form the two main
flocks, alongside some commercial
ewes.
• Shropshire used to graze Christmas
tree paddocks, which are 3.2ha
(eight acres) growing 10,000 trees.
• Sheep sold via pedigree sales
(breeding stock) or Cirencester
Market (finished lambs).
• Christmas trees sold via the
business’s own retail sites plus
some corporate customers supplying
town centres.
• Nigel is a regular in the showring,
both showing his own stock and
judging Texel classes in Southern
England.

Nigel has changed his sheep enterprise
to fit around his son’s Christmas trees.
where a farmer in Northern Ireland
sends livestock five miles south across
the border requires the same export
certification as any of those across the
English Channel. Providing the transport
is done properly, to meet EU standards
with livestock being fed, watered and
rested correctly and stocked to the
correct densities, there really is no
issue. It’s not the crossing of a line,
but the practise of how it’s done.
Hopefully the welfare course can further
demonstrate to decision-makers the
depth of understanding long-distance
hauliers have on laws around welfare.”
Nigel says that while there are
obvious uncertainties in the market
place at the moment, he is hopeful for
the future of the industry.
“The sheep sector needs a voice to
negotiate the difficult times ahead, which
is why it is so important for everybody
who keeps sheep to be a member
of NSA” he says. “But there seems
to be a bit an air of optimism in the
marketplace, and it’s that positivity we
need.”
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Positive auction market throughput
figures released for England and Wales
Throughput figures through
the auction mart system,
released this month
by the Livestock
Auctioneers Association
(LAA), demonstrate a
strong demand for the red
meat sector, and sheep in particular, with
turnover across all species rising above the
£1.7 billion mark during 2017.
With average values rising in almost
all categories, the sheep trade also saw
increases of 73,000 store and breeding
stock and 75,000 slaughter stock sold
through auction marts above 2016 figures.
This, matched with growing numbers of
buyers being attracted to the live sales
ring, has helped to deliver a strong trade
throughout the year.
Overall figures of sheep sold through
livestock markets in England and Wales
broke the 10 million mark in 2017, an
overall increase of 148,000 store, breeding
and slaughter stock from 2016.

Strong prices

Average values were also up on virtually
all categories of sheep in England over the
previous 12 months, while averages in Wales
increased for breeding and primestock and
cull ewe prices remained fairly static. These
figures are for the period of 1st January
to 31st December 2017, representing a
calendar year average, and therefore do not
consider, for example, the old season lamb
sales currently taking place.
Ted Ogden of CCM Auctioneers
recognises similar patterns at Skipton

Figures show 73,000 more store lambs and breeding stock were sold through auction marts in 2017.
Auction Mart. He says: “The sheep market
has generally been very comfortable in 2017.
We have had plenty of customers ring-side
and a good strong trade in premium sheep.
This has in part been driven by demand
from farm shops, high quality retailers
and family butchers. There has also been
increased trade into premium markets
across north western Europe.”
Annual numbers for Skipton are usually
300,000-330,000 head of prime store and
breeding sheep. Mr Ogden reports that
averages for prime lambs were up £3 on the
year, and similar for old season lamb in the
early part of 2017.
“Breeding sheep were virtually the same
average, as were store lambs, although store
lambs were generally a shade smaller due to
wet weather,” adds Mr Ogden. “Cull ewes
also recorded exactly the same average.”

Good trade

Strong demand in markets has been a
contributing factor to higher throughputs.
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Further west and also covering into
Wales, the sheep sector has experienced
a more challenging period through 2017,
but Hereford Auction Market has seen a
good trade throughout the year. “We have
experienced an appreciable increase over
2016 figures, averaging around 8,500 head
per week,” says Richard Hyde of Hereford
Market Auctioneers.
Heading north east, Darlington Farmers
Auction Market also reported on a good
demand and increase in values. “Last year
was steady through most sectors, and store
sheep were as good as any,” explains senior
auctioneer Andrew Armstrong.
“Numbers have been similar to 2016, but
value has been slightly up with a very good
demand. The back-end of the year has been
much stronger than expected. We may have
witnessed slightly less sheep on the ground,

but more buyers have been in and that is
what has been leading the market trend and
values.”
Alastair Brown of Bletsoes, operating
out of both Thrapston and Stratford-uponAvon markets, witnessed similar trends and
believes this has in part been achieved by
bringing customers back from deadweight.
“Things have drastically changed
for us over the last 12-18 months, we
have sourced new buyers, particularly
wholesalers, and this has given good
confidence in the market,” explains Mr
Brown. “We have also seen a younger
demographic using the market to sell stock,
which is encouraging, and numbers have
been up quite a lot, certainly over the last
two years.”

Encouraging figures

As supermarkets have leaned back to British
lamb, in part due to public demand but
also as trading conditions in the southern
hemisphere limit what has been coming into
the country, averages have continued to rise
post-Christmas and into 2018.
Chris Dodds, LAA Executive Secretary,
is encouraged by the figures as markets
are drawing more customers back to
the live sales ring. He says: “Livestock
auction markets are pivotal to the supply
chain, providing an open, transparent and
competitive marketing forum for the
red meat sector. It is pleasing the sheep
sector has performed so well in 2017, and
continues to do so in the early part of 2018,
with high demand.”
Ted Ogden agrees, as he concludes:
“Firms are looking to source specific
requirements and want to pick and choose
exactly what they want. The auction mart
enables that to happen.”
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Care needed to determine if ‘staff’
are employed or self-employed
By Natalie
Hallett, Old Mill
Accountants
With more and
more workers now being self-employed,
there is an increasing focus from
HMRC on the employment status of
individuals.
In considering whether or not an
individual is truly self-employed, current
HMRC guidance places great emphasis
on the following:• Taking responsibility for the success or
failure of the venture
• Having more than one customer
(ideally several)
• The exercise of self-determination
around how, when and where work is
performed
• The ability to delegate work to others,
or substitute yourself
• The use of own equipment and tools
• Acceptance of ‘risk’ (associated with
having to make good unsatisfactory
work)
• An agreed fixed price for work (the
ability to profit or make losses)
• Existence of a profit motive
In any related enquiry, the first thing
HMRC is likely to consider is the contract
for the provision of goods or services.
Where relevant, they will seek to
establish that the contract is indeed one
for the provision of services (as opposed
to being a contract that governs the
terms of service, similar to a contract of
employment).
Often, such an enquiry is opened as
part of an HMRC PAYE compliance check
into the customer (company or business)
that is paying the self-employed
individual gross. The responsibility for
determining the tax status of the worker
lies with the employer.

Compact

Versatility

Tax liabilities mean HMRC are showing an increasing interest in the employment
status of workers.
HMRC will seek reassurance (and
proof) that the status of an individual
has been considered. This will often
entail being able to demonstrate the use
of their toolkit at www.gov.uk/guidance/
check-employment-status-for-tax.

Ambiguity
While helpful, the toolkit isn’t conclusive
and it is difficult to provide straight yes
or no answers to all of the questions. For
example, answering no to the question
around there being an ability to delegate
to others could be extremely difficult in
context.
The more correct answer may be ‘not
really applicable’ (in which case one
might answer yes and, when printing out
a paper copy of the result, annotate it to
say why the question had been answered
in this way). Similarly, while there may
only be one customer currently, what is
the position if an individual is actively
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advertising and seeking additional work
from others?
Use of the toolkit and retention of a
paper copy of the result (together with
annotated comments) can be used as
proof of having taken reasonable care
in the event that, for whatever reason,
‘penalties’ become relevant.
We recently saw a case where the tax
status of a herdsman was challenged. At
first glance the PAYE inspector wanted to
conclude that he was employed by our
client, although we were arguing that he
is self-employed. A detailed contract for
services was produced along with the
results of HMRC’s own toolkit supporting
a conclusion that he was self-employed.
Although he had never had to substitute
himself, this was covered by his contract
and proved very useful in arguing his
ability to do this. The argument that
he was self-employed was accepted by
HMRC.
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Action needed on resistant scab
By Lesley Stubbings,
SCOPS
If you need to treat
sheep for sheep scab,
there are only two
choices available
– an endectocide
(injectable) or an
organophosphate dip (diazinon). That is
why confirmation of cases where sheep
scab mites have been confirmed as
resistant to endectocides has come as
a big blow to the sheep industry.
Reports that endectocides have not
always been fully effective have been
circulating for a while, but with 8,00010,000 cases of scab estimated in the
UK every year, we need to act quickly if
we are to maintain control over scab in
the future. So what can you do?

Dip disposal costs
As Sheep Farmer was going to
press, the Environment Agency had
just released its response to the
consultation process on increasing
fees for dip disposal licenses. It
appears the agency had ignored the
robust evidence provided by the sheep
sector that making dip disposal more
expensive would put more pressure
on endectocides to control scab,
potentially increasing the likelihood
of resistance. However, the response
was published in a format that was
not easy to understand and NSA was
forced to enquire further on exactly
what had been decided. We will keep
members informed via the NSA Weekly
Email Update. If you do not currently
receive the update, please send
your email address to membership@
nationalsheep.org.uk.

1. Get a diagnosis before you treat.
Remember sheep scab is not the only
reason sheep itch. The other most
common cause is lice, and endectocides
do not kill lice. Before you treat, get a
diagnosis from your vet. There is an Elisa
blood test available as a diagnostic tool,
as well the conventional inspection/skin
scrape, and this makes it easier to get
the correct diagnosis. If you have used
treatments as an ‘insurance’ in the past,
you can now use the blood test
before there are any clinical
signs. This means you can
be sure the sheep have
been exposed to scab
rather than guessing and
overusing treatments.
2. Always apply any
treatment effectively.
For endectocides, this
means making sure you use the right
dose rate and injection. Also, check
whether or not clean pasture posttreatment is needed and/or you need
to give one or two treatments with
the product. If you use an OP dip, it
must only be used as a plunge dip
(immersion for one minute with proper
replenishment etc.) Showers and jetters
are not fully effective against sheep
scab and should not be used. Not only
do you risk resistance developing to
the OP, but the sheep will need treating
again costing you time and money.
3. Report any suspected lack of
efficacy. If you use a product and think
it has not cleared the sheep scab (i.e.
sheep are still itchy) you should report
this to your vet or merchant. They have
been supplied with a simple protocol
to take you through to ensure correct

The natural choice for healthy
growth and performance
Milkivit Lamb Milk Replacer

Do not automatically
assume itchy sheep are
infected with the sheep
scab mite (pictured
inset).
diagnosis and to avoid
unnecessary re-treatment.
Don’t just dive in and re-treat.
4. Watch this space
SCOPS has already held a stakeholder
and expert workshop in early January.
We now have a number of groups
working on various topics, including how
to get the most from the tests available
and improving the availability of mobile
dipping. You will hear more from us in
the coming months.
The good news is that resistance in
sheep scab mites is not the same as
in worms. If we can get a hold of the
cases where there is a lack of efficacy,
use diagnostic tests to confirm and dip
properly, it is possible to maintain the
future efficacy of the endectocides – but
only if we diagnose accurately and treat
appropriately.
Turn over for more on scab, and visit
www.scops.org.uk.

No need to worm at lambing time
A three-year research project by the
Animal Plant and Health Agency
(AHPA), funded by the Veterinary
Medicines Directorate (VMD), has
found no advantage in blanket worming
ewes at lambing in the hope of lowering
levels of infections in their lambs.
Faecal egg counts from lambs reared
on ewes that were wormed with either a
short-acting or long-acting wormer were
not lower than faecal egg counts taken
from lambs reared on ewes not treated
with a wormer.
Jane Learmount, lead research on the
project, says: “Over-use of anthelmintics
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is a major factor in the development
of resistance and treating adult sheep
unnecessarily only adds to the problem.
We had the opportunity to see if the
widely adopted practice of worming ewes
at lambing really was beneficial to the
lambs by analysing data from a long-term
project involving 16 commercial farms.
The bottom line is that we could not
demonstrate any clear benefit in terms
of worm infection levels in lambs as a
result of worming ewes.”
This research provides further
support for SCOPS recommendation to
use a targeted approach to worming,

including leaving the fittest ewes
untreated around lambing.
Lesley Stubbings of SCOPS says:
“SCOPS has been working with a number
of farms for several years and they are
not seeing any downside to worming
only a small proportion of their ewes.
We have been advising farmers to leave
10-20% of ewes untreated, but now with
the support of the findings of this large
project, we can confidently tell farmers
they only need to treat ewes below ideal
body condition, immature shearlings and
ewe lambs.”
More at www.scops.org.uk.
SHEEP FARMER
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New scab diagnostics developed
through use of smart engineering
By Valentina Busin,
Moredun
Sheep scab is the
most important
ectoparasitic disease
of sheep in the UK and represents a
significant threat to both animal welfare
and farm economics.
In the current climate of widespread
antibiotic and anthelmintic resistance,
and especially after the first report
of resistant sheep scab mites to
injectable treatment, it is definitely
no longer appropriate to apply whole
flock treatments without a confirmed
diagnosis. At the same time, farmers
are extremely busy and the prospect of
waiting days for a diagnosis or having to
gather animals more than once is not
exactly appealing, meaning that rapid
and accurate diagnosis would really
make a difference in the battle against
this and other diseases.

‘Smart’ farming
Something that has been at the core of
agricultural research and that should
really be exploited to its full potential,
is the use of the modern technologies
to make farming more efficient and less
labour intense – what is now called
‘smart farming’. Among the emerging
technologies, one in particular can be
applied to disease diagnosis, by allowing
diagnostic labs to be transferred into
the field. The technology has been
developed from engineering methods

A pen-side test for sheep scab would be useful at point of sale or arrival of new/
returning stock on farm.
for the fabrication of microchips (which
are commonly used in the electronic
industry) and consist of a fabricated
plastic platform that can analyse
extremely small amounts of fluid (just a
few drops of blood, for example) using
interconnected networks of channels
measuring less than a few millimetres.
These ‘pocket’ laboratories have the
potential to automate all the processes
involved in performing a diagnostic test
and can provide reliable (comparable
to the centralised lab), rapid (within
minutes) and on-site results.

Paper revolution

A paper device has already been used
to carry out a blood test for scab (top),
the prototype of which was fabricated
using a laser cutting machine (bottom).
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A particular smart evolution of these
technologies is the use of paper to
fabricate these devices. Paper is cheap,
easy to source and biodegradable. Chips
made from paper are low-cost and do not
require external power sources, while
fabrication techniques and machinery for
production are usually less expensive,
with minimal technical expertise
required. In the specific case of sheep
scab, the recent introduction of a blood
test for early (sub-clinical) diagnosis
of the disease has considerably
improved the tools available to combat
the disease. The game changer now
would be the possibility to diagnose the
disease at the animal-side (a pen-side
test), especially at markets or before
incoming stock join the main flock.

Therefore, this disease represented
an ideal model to evaluate how smart
engineering can be adapted to solve
relevant problems in a practical way.
A PhD project in collaboration
between the Moredun Research Institute
and Heriot-Watt University, allowed the
sheep scab blood test to be transferred
onto a paper device. The fabrication
technique used for these devices was
based on a combination of paper cutting
by laser machine and packaging through
thermal lamination. The device was
fabricated at a very low cost (30p), with
a simple, rapid and versatile method that
did not require special expertise. The
next step will be validation of the test
results on the paper devices and the
final design a paper device that will be
available to farmers and vets as a penside test for sheep scab.

Collaboration
The most important outcome of this
collaborative project was the process
of thinking outside of the box (by
exploiting available technologies in
new ways), promoting the collaboration
between experts from different fields
and, most importantly, targeting the
research at the end-user. This ensured
the project looked at what needs should
be addressed and made the outcomes
available as practical solutions to
challenging situations.
SHEEP FARMER

Protect your flock by knowing the
different worms and fluke species
By Dave Armstrong, Zoetis Animal Health
There are more than 20 different
species of worms and fluke that affect
sheep in the UK. Knowing what they
are, when they pose a risk to your
stock, and how you can control them is
vital for minimising production losses.
There are several species of gastrointestinal worms to be aware of:• Small brown stomach worm
(Teladorsagia)
• Barber’s pole worm (Haemonchus
contortus)
• Nematodirus
• Black scour worm (Trichostrongylus
colubriformis/vitrinus)
• Small intestinal worm (Cooperia
curticei)
• Hookworm (Bunostomum
trigonocephalum)
• Threadworm (Strongyloides
papillosus)
• Large bowel worm
(Oesophagostomum venulosum)
• Whipworm (Trichuris ovis)
Propensity to cause disease varies
depends on worm species, the number
of worms present and other factors such
as age of the animal, nutritional status
and body condition. For example, in
sheep, the small brown stomach worm,
barber’s pole worm and Nematodirus
tend to be most pathogenic, meaning
they can cause disease.

Lifecycles
Animals become infected by grazing
pasture that contains the worm larvae.
Once ingested by sheep the larvae
develop into adult worms in the host
within about 14 days. These adult worms
then produce eggs, which are excreted
out in the dung of the host. The whole
cycle in the host tends to take about
16-21 days to complete. The eggs then
develop into larvae on the pasture over
two to 12 weeks and the whole cycle
begins again.

Wormer resistance

Gastro-intestinal worms cause diarrhoea, loss of appetite and reduced weight gain.
The main exception to be aware of
is nematodirus, as Nematodirus larvae
develop within the eggs and release of
the larvae from the egg is dependent on
climatic conditions (usually a period of
cold weather followed by a consistent
temperature of more than 10oC). The
lifecycle is also a lot slower, meaning
infection can be passed from a lamb
crop one year to lambs born the
following year.

Rapid impact
Nematodirus typically occurs between
April and June and a mass hatch can
be seen. If this happens to coincide
with when lambs are between six to
12 weeks old and are grazing, but still
haven’t built up immunity, severe and
rapid disease can occur. In recent years
nematodirus has also been reported
later on in the summer.
Trichostrongylus (black scour worm)
is most commonly seen in the autumn in
store lambs, but can occur earlier. But
for most other gastro-intestinal worms,
spring onwards is when you will see
problems.
For most gastrointestinal worms

the main symptoms include diarrhoea,
dehydration, loss of appetite and
reduced weight gain. However, there are
some exceptions:• Small brown stomach worm. At
medium/low levels they reduce
appetite in lambs, which lowers
growth rates and causes general illthrift. Levels can peak in mid-summer,
causing diarrhoea and death.
• Barber’s pole worm. This blood
sucking worm causes anaemia.
• Nematodirus. When lambs aged six to
12 weeks graze ground infected with
Nematodirus larvae that are hatching
out, significant losses can occur.
Death can occur within days.
• Black scour worm. This is most
commonly seen in the autumn in
store lambs, but can occur earlier. It
causes rapid weight loss, scouring
and death.
Prevention of worm infection and control
methods will depend on the worm in
question. In order to prevent / minimise
risk of infection, knowing what you have
on your farm and regularly performing
faecal egg counts in your flock is the first
step.

Rogues’ gallery of parasites

Liver fluke
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Having a planned grazing strategy in place can also help.
For example, to reduce the risk from nematodirus, grazing
lambs on pasture that didn’t contain lambs the previous year
can help. Likewise, for Teladorsagia weaned lambs should be
grazed on clean pasture that didn’t carry sheep earlier in the
season.
Pasture contamination can be reduced by grazing cattle and
sheep together. This reduces the stocking density of the host
species. Rotating grazing between cattle and sheep during the
season is another way to dilute the worm burden.
Faecal egg count tests can alert you to problems before
they arise. However, it’s important they are done regularly, so
action can be taken before production loss occurs.
Likewise, knowing what worms are causing problems in your
area by using forecasting and real-time data help farmers, vets
and SQPs make informed decisions about what to treat and
when.

Haemonchus

Small brown stomach worm

Nematodirus
SHEEP FARMER

Before reaching for any wormer it’s important to know the
resistance status of your farm. Reduced drench performance
due to resistance leads to more worms surviving and ultimately
reduced performance. Conducting a post drench test is a
crude, simple test, but can give an indication of any resistance
or under dosing issues in a flock.
A worm control plan should be constructed with your vet,
advisor or SQP. Things to consider include:
• Which worms are present on your farm and their resistance
status. It is important to utilise products that are as
effective as possible, including the newer wormer groups
where needed, and combination products where appropriate.
• Meat/milk withdrawal periods.
• Age of the animal.
• Whether there’s mixed grazing.
It is vital treatments are administered at the right time and
dose and should be based on informed decisions made with
your SQP, vet or advisor. They should not be based solely on
time of the year.

Liver fluke
In addition to various worms, fasciolosis (liver fluke) is a
common parasitic disease of sheep in the UK. It is caused
by Fasciola hepatica.
All farms that contain wet areas could be at risk of fluke, as
these conditions favour their intermediate host, the mud snail.
This can include wet areas around gateways and water troughs.
The lifecycle of fluke is different from other worm species,
because it involves the mud snail host, and has a devastating
effect on sheep.
Sheep ingest the parasite at the metacercariae stage of
its lifecycle. These emerge in the small intestine and the
immature fluke migrate through the gut wall to penetrate the
liver. They will tunnel through the liver for six to eight weeks
before entering bile ducts, where they reach maturity and start
laying eggs for the sheep to shed in its dung 10 to 12 weeks
after the initial infection.
Immature fluke migrating through the liver cause acute
disease, which is most prevalent through autumn and winter.
Symptoms include:• Rapid loss of body condition and poor coat quality, despite
adequate nutrition
• Severe depression
• Inappetence
• Weakness
• Death
Mature fluke (also called adult fluke) in the bile ducts cause
chronic fluke, which is most likely to occur from winter through
to the spring. Each fluke can consume 0.5ml of blood every
day, so signs of chronic fluke include:
APRIL/MAY 2018

Free parasite
forecasts available
Responding to the speed with which nematodirus can
hit sheep flocks, SCOPS is again providing an invaluable
forecasting tool at www.scops.org.uk/nematodirus.
An interactive map with a traffic light system of warnings
(pictured below) is updated daily and provided alongside
practical advice for assessing on-farm risk.
Nematodirus could be a particular threat this year, as a
late cold snap followed by a rapid increase in temperature is
prime conditions for a mass hatch of Nematodirus worms.
Hannah Rose of Bristol University, who developed the
forecast, says: “Predicting when outbreaks might happen at
a local level is becoming increasingly difficult, due to variation
in spring temperatures from year to year. Farmers can no
longer rely on a standard timetable of treatments to avoid
this disease, hence the important role of this easy-to-use
forecast. Sheep farmers, vets and advisers can all use it to
assess regional and local risk.”

Two commercial companies are also offering free online
tools this spring and summer. The Zoetis Parasite Watch at
www.parasitewatch.co.uk is being updated regularly with fluke
and worm information.
And the Elanco Blowfly Strike Tracker at www.
farmanimalhealth.co.uk/blowflytracker is a two-way
information exchange service. Farmers are asked to report
cases they experience, as well as being invited to watch out
for reports in their area, so they can take pre-emptive action
to treat and protect stock.
• Loss of condition
• Bottle jaw
• Reduced fertility
• Livers trimmed or condemned at abattoir
• Anaemia
• Terminal diarrhoea
When treating for fluke, you need to consider the age of the
fluke. Some fluke treatments focus on killing egg-laying adults,
meaning most immature fluke will still be present and will
continue to cause damage as they migrate through the liver.
They will also go on to develop into adult fluke.

Product rotation
Triclabendazole is effective against fluke from two weeks
old while other products, such as closantel and nitrozynil,
are effective on fluke over six weeks old. To decide when to
use which product, and how to use them in rotation to target
different stages of fluke and to prevent encouraging resistance
to products, it is important to seek advice from your vet, SQP
or advisor.
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Disease surveillance figures show
huge risk to sheep from gut worms
By Amanda Carson,
APHA
One of the roles of
our Small Ruminant
Species Expert
Group (SRSEG)
is to regularly
analyse data collected from veterinary
diagnostic submissions, including
looking at infectious diseases and other
health problems identified in sheep.
We categorise these syndromes by
body system, so circulatory, enteric
(of the intestines or gut), mastitis,
musculoskeletal, nervous, reproductive,
respiratory, skin, systemic and urinary.
Within each syndrome we define
diseases and set strict criteria for a
diagnosis – and these criteria and
diagnoses are described in the APHA

All possible enteric
syndrome diagnoses
Diagnostics are performed on
submissions sent to the veterinary
surveillance network of APHA Veterinary
Investigation Centres and APHA’s
partner providers of post mortem
services in England and Wales and
SAC Consulting’s Disease Surveillance
Centres in Scotland.
• Abomasitis
• Clostridium perfringens –
categorised as B lamb dysentery, C
enterotoxaemia or D pulpy kidney
• Coccidiosis
• Colibacillosis – categorised as
enteric or enteric-K99+ive
• Cryptosporidiosis
• Fasciolosis (liver fluke) – categorised
as acute or chronic
• Intestinal torsion (red gut)
• Johne’s Disease
• Mandibular and dental abnormalities
• Parasitic gastroenteritis (PGE)
– categorised separately if
haemonchosis or nematodirosis
• Rotavirus disease
• Rumen fluke infection
• Ruminal acidosis
• Ruminal bloat
• Suspected anthelminic resistance –
categorised at benzimidazole (BZ),
levamisole (LV) or macrocylic lactone
(ML)
• Watery mouth
• Diagnosis not listed
• Diagnosis not reached – categorised
as ‘limited testing’ or ‘reasonable
testing’
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Diagram 1: Enteric syndrome diseases
diagnosed in sheep in GB during 2017
13

Diagram 2: Presenting clinical signs
from sheep with enteric diagnoses
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1. Parasitic gastroenteritis
2. Chronic liver fluke
3. Pulpy kidney
4. Johne’s disease
5. Nematodirus
6. Coccidiosis
7. Acute liver fluke
8. Intestinal torsion
9. Rumen fluke
10. Cryptosporidiosis
11. Diagnosis not listed
12. Ruminal acidosis
13. Haemonchus
14. Lamb dysentery
1. Rotavirus

Veterinary Investigation Diagnostic
Analysis (VIDA) system.
Not every case submitted for
veterinary investigation results in the
diagnosis of a specific disease, and
these cases may be recorded as either
‘diagnosis not listed’ (DNL) or ‘diagnosis
not reached’ (DNR). DNL cases require
the vet to add a descriptive comment,
and these are reviewed to see if we
need to include a new disease in the list

1.
2.
3.
4.

Diarrhoea
Found dead
Wasting
Unknown

5.
6.
7.
8.

Malaise
Recumbent
Nervous
Others

of diagnoses.
The DNR category is divided into
‘limited testing’ (perhaps the wrong
samples were sent in, or certain
laboratory tests were not requested)
and ‘reasonable testing’ (where we have
tried to reach a diagnosis but haven’t
been able to despite, as the name
suggests, reasonable testing). These
are the interesting ones and each DNR
reasonable testing case is reviewed
carefully by our vets as they could
represent a new disease.

Diagram 3: Incidents of acute
liver fluke as a % of diagnosable
submissions, Oct-Dec 2013-2017
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Diagram 4: Incidents of acute liver fluke as a % of diagnosable submissions,
October-December 2005-2017
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see diagram 1. DNR was recorded for
4% of cases in 2017, all of which were
reviewed and did not identify anything
that indicated the presence of a new
disease.
It is interesting also to know what the
presenting clinical sign was at the time
carcases or samples were sent in for
investigation – see diagram 2. SRSEG
analyses show during 2017 that 30%
had diarrhoea, 29% were sheep found
dead and 23% sheep that were reported
as wasting.
Parasitic gastroenteritis remained
the most common VIDA diagnosis
made in sheep during 2017 at 32% of
enteric diagnoses. When nematodirus
and haemonchus are added, death or

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

illness due to gut worms represents
41% of diagnoses. Gut worms in sheep
therefore remains one of the major
production-limiting diseases in GB.
Chronic liver fluke (fasciolosis) is
the second most frequent diagnosis at
16% in GB in 2017, but there was an
increase in the incidents of acute liver
fluke diagnosed in Scotland during the
winter months – see diagram 3.

New trends
Warm, wet summers and reports of
reduced efficacy of triclabendazole,
the one drug that can kill all stages
of Fasciola hepatica, are likely to be
contributing to this increase. Both
NADIS and SCOPS had issued alerts
during the autumn that the risk of liver

fluke was likley to be high in some
regions, including Scotland. Although the
summers of 2012 and 2017 were wetter
than average, the number of cases of
liver fluke diagnosed in 2017 was not as
high as in 2012 – see diagram 4.
SCOPS provides comprehensive
advice on both internal and external
parasite diagnosis, treatments and
control, and NADIS forecasts help
farmers to know when risky periods are
approaching. In the coming months,
nematodirus will be the gut worm to be
aware of and the SCOPS Nematodirus
Forecast will help farmers predict when
the risks are increasing in their area and
target treatments of lambs at risk.
More at www.scops.org.uk and www.
nadis.org.uk.

Common problems
The annual review by SRSEG of diseases
enables identification of the most
common diagnoses submitted to the
surveillance network in Great Britain –

Surveillance of existing and emerging diseases shows that death or illness is most
frequently associated with gut worms.
SHEEP FARMER
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Tips for effective electric fencing
to optimise grassland utilisation
Cheaper set-up costs than permanent
post-and-wire are far from the only
reason why farmers should consider
electric fencing, according to Rob
Massey, Tru-Test Managing Director.
He says there are significant gains
to be made in terms of grassland
utilisation, as electric fencing allows
stocking rates to be increased by more
effective management of grazing.
“Being able to move a fence quickly
and easily as seasonal growing
conditions change means you are
much more likely to graze grass at
the optimum time,” Mr Massey says.
“This particularly applies to ryegrasses
that have a short window for optimum
regrowth. If ryegrass is grazed with
less than two leaves, the plant suffers
significantly, affecting vigour and growth.
If you wait and graze with more than
three leaves, the productively of the
plant is compromised as lower leaves
are overshadowed.
“Having a grazing system that allows
you to manage this effectively will
significantly influence the productivity

of that grassland, allowing you to
potentially double stocking rates in
some cases, increasing productivity per
hectare by up to 60%.
“Electric fencing systems, if
managed correctly, give the farmer a
comprehensive understanding of their
grasslands potential and that also
helps with long term planning such as
reseeding programmes.”
To get good results, Mr Massey
recommends getting advice, researching
and talking to other farmers to find out
what works best and to design your own
system.

Different mind-set
“Managing an electric fencing system
is a different mind-set to other forms of
grazing management, and its important
you know how to use it effectively,” he
says. “It is important to invest in quality
components. This will lead to less
maintenance problems and increase the
fence life-expectancy.”
He reminds users that, when used
near a footpath, electric fencing must

Product news
Kale variety
Limagain UK has released a
new kale variety, Bombardier,
claiming improved digestibility
and feed value over some
older varieties of the crop. The
company says Bombardier
(pictured) has a softer and more
digestible stem, contributing to
energy value and crop utilisation.
Trials have shown it has a
digestibility of 72.2% and dry
matter content of 13.5%. It is best drilled in May or early June
at a seed rate of 5kg per hectare, to be used any time from
September to February. It is club root resistant and the seed
can be supplied treated for flea beetle protection.

Fencing post
A new electric fencing post is being sold by Gallagher.
Constructed from a PVC protected polyethylene exterior
around a fibreglass core, it is fully insulated and weighs 1kg.
A flanged footplate means it becomes as securely
grounded as a driven wooden post, but can be installed
manually without post driving machinery and, therefore, easily
removed and relocated. It is also flexible, so will return to
a vertical position when knocked by stock or implements.
Movable clips suitable for fencing tape, wire or cord can be
height adjusted for different types of stock.
34		

Tru-Test is recommending optimisation
of electric fencing, while Gallager has
launched a new fence post (pictured here
and explained below).
have warning signs displayed. He also
recommends discussing locations
near a public right-of-way with the local
authority.

Online payments
Hectare Agritech, the company behind www.sellmylivestock.
co.uk, has launched a new farmer-to-farmer online payment
system called FarmPay. The first electronic payment system
specifically developed for farmers, it guarantees funds by
holding transaction monies securely.
The company says the 30,000 farms registered on its two
websites listed almost £40million of livestock and cereals in
2017, and the new payment system removes nervousness by
allowing the seller to see the purchaser has genuine buying
intent by ‘holding‘ their money, but allowing the purchaser to
only send the money once they’ve seen the stock on-farm and
finalised the transaction.

TM
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For further information call Elanco Animal Health on +44 (0) 1256 353131 or write to Elanco Animal Health
(the animal health division of Eli Lilly and Company Limited), Lilly House, Priestley Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 9NL.
CLiK® EXTRA contains 65mg/ml dicyclanil. Legal category: POM-VPS in UK. LM in IE. Information regarding the side effects,
precautions, warnings and contra-indications can be found in product packaging and leaflets; further information can also be
found in the Summary of Product Characteristics. Advice should be sought from the medicine prescriber. Elanco™, CLiK® EXTRA,
FleeceBind™ and the Diagonal Bar™ are registered trademarks owned by Eli Lilly and Company, its affiliates or subsidiaries.
UKSHPCLK00074(1). rdp20480.
Use medicines responsibly (www.noah.co.uk/responsible). ©2018 Eli Lilly and Company.

Boosting health and productivity
within agri-environment schemes
By Kaz
Strycharczyk,
Black Sheep
Farm Health,
Northumberland
The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
has had a profound influence on British
agriculture – and while certainties on
what will replace it post-Brexit remain
scarce, the tone of the Secretary
of State suggests agri-environment
schemes will continue in some guise.
The requirements of agri-environment
schemes are often perceived as a
barrier to achieving greater efficiency in
sheep enterprises, but environmental
stewardship by farmers is valuable. The
farming of the future will not only have
to be economic, but environmental and
ethical as well. So how can conflicts
between agri-environment schemes and
animal health be managed? And could
environmental work on farm be used to
improve animal health, and therefore
farm profitability?

Profitability
Money from agri-environment schemes
are key for many producers, meaning
the difference between profitability
and making a loss for some. But that
does not mean a profitable sheep
enterprise is unrealistic. Figures show
a great disparity between producers in
the bottom and top thirds and, across
flock types, producers in the top third
achieved a positive return from their
farming activities.
Common themes in top third flocks
include low ewe mortality, low feed costs
and low labour costs. Therefore, any
change that has the potential to cut fixed
or variable costs, while maintaining or
improving outputs, should be seriously
considered.
Liver fluke is a major disease of

Sheep health and productivity should be considered within
environmental stewardship.

Agri-environment scheme features, such as this ‘leaky dam’ used for flood mitigation,
often worsen conditions for liver fluke.
sheep that can be fatal if severe
enough. It also has a significant impact
on sheep growth, fertility and carcase
quality (through liver condemnation), with
predictable consequences for welfare
and profitability. A changing climate
has also made fluke less regional and
less seasonal than it once was, with
more sheep vulnerable to infection for a
greater period of the year.

Wet pastures
The fluke lifecycle requires the mud snail
as an intermediate host. This means wet
pastures, especially with watercourses
running through them, are typically high
risk for fluke. In addition, wet ground
encourages the survival and spread of
bacteria, causing lameness including
footrot and CODD.
Veterinary advice is typically to either
drain or fence wet areas, breaking the
link between sheep and snail. However,
this raises conflicts with environmental
management; draining bogs cannot
go hand-in-hand with maintaining

Typical lambing losses
Lowland spring lambing (%)

Hill lambing flocks (%)
Key

13.1

6.9

5.2
4.4

13.6

11.7

Source: HCC
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45.1

Misadventure/predators
Infectious diseases
Hypothermia/starvation
Abortion/stillbirths
Genetic defects
Miscellaneous
Dystokia

3.8
16

3

4.4

7.9
30.9
34

Tree planting can be one way that
environmental stewardship can add in
sheep health and productivity.
them. In addition, if upland farmers
are encouraged to participate in flood
mitigation by keeping water in the hills,
they may inadvertently create perfect
fluke habitat at the same time.
It is hard to know how to overcome
these risks when experience of
managing environmental and livestock
requirements together, both academic
and practical, is sparse. Moredun
Research Institute is currently working
on several relevant projects that examine
the fluke risk of wader scrapes and salt
marsh habitats. The Pontbren Project,
a farmer-led group of 10 hill farms in
mid-Wales, has fenced off the wettest
margins and given them over to ponds
and tree-planting.
If sheep grazing high-risk pastures is
unavoidable, farmers should carefully
monitor the weather and use flukicides
appropriately. Parasite forecasts are
also very useful and the National Animal
Disease Information Service (NADIS)
provides a monthly forecast that predicts
the severity of fluke challenge on a
regional level; the SCOPS website also
provides interpretation and advice on
SHEEP FARMER

treatment. It is vital farmers are aware of their fluke status;
submit faeces for testing regularly and keep an eye on abattoir
kill sheets for condemned livers.
If managing fluke in agri-environment schemes presents
a challenge, planting trees on sheep farms may present
significant benefits. Like flood mitigation, tree planting is
very much in the public eye and there are numerous grants
available.
Equally, planting trees and maintaining viable sheep farms
are frequently framed as incompatible. The most fervent
critics of the sheep sector would see the uplands depopulated
of livestock and replaced with trees. Likewise, the conflict
between foresters and farmers is not an uncommon theme in
the opinion and letter pages of farming journals.
However, when carefully used, trees can improve outputs
and lower inputs on sheep enterprises. For example, their
use as windbreaks can bring significant benefits by reducing
hypothermia in lambs. Australian work found that wind shelter
reduced mortality in twin lambs by 14-37%. Hypothermia is a
major cause of death in lambs, especially on hill farms (see
pie charts) and, by reducing exposure, there is also potential
to have fewer cases of mastitis as lambs are less hungry and
there is less direct damage to the udder by wind.
Producers moving to low-input outdoor lambing systems
could use trees to lessen reliance on housing, as well as
reduce antibiotic use. The Pontbren Project also found the
woodchips generated were a suitable homegrown bedding,
particularly topical given the current price of straw. Where
boundaries are double-fenced for biosecurity, trees may also
be a way of getting a product out of boundary gaps.

Z Tags for sheep are available as single
EID Slaughter or Breeding Tag Sets.
Try the NEW retractable applicator
designed to lessen the risk of torn ears.

Farm-specific plans
It is critical to remember that effective use of trees will require
a farm-specific plan. Each farm has a variety of microclimates
and only with careful planning will the benefits of tree planting
be realised. For example, leaving gaps in shelter belts funnels
wind and can be counterproductive. Tree species chosen
needs careful consideration depending on site conditions and,
to provide cover for lambs, should be dense at ground level.
There is no doubt that agri-environment schemes influence
sheep health and welfare, as well as farm profitability. Some
conflicts can arise, which are often unintended, but these can
be managed. With careful planning, agri-environment schemes
may be used to improve farm resilience.
When undertaking new environmental projects, consider
the impacts on sheep health and be proactive in discussing
plans with your vet. When policy makers consult farmers on
agri-environment schemes, they should be made aware of the
impacts on animal health and welfare.
Find Nadis forecasts at www.nadis.org.uk, liver fluke
advice at www.scops.org.uk and the Pontbren Project at www.
woodlandtrust.org.uk. There is also a joint Woodland Trust and
NSA booklet at www.nationalsheep.org.uk/policy-work.
APRIL/MAY 2018

Previously
named
EZee Tags

Available instore | www.ztags.co.uk
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Practical use of lamb growth data

Rethinking ‘typical’ fluke habitats

By Menna Williams,
Farming Connect
A lamb’s performance
in early life will be
determined by the quality
and quantity of the
mother’s colostrum and
milk.
Peak milk yield occurs
three to four weeks
post-lambing, so meeting the energy and
protein requirement of ewes at this point
is crucial in influencing the total amount
of milk produced. A lamb’s rumen will
develop as they take in solid feeds
such as grass and creep, and are likely
to be fully functioning by eight weeks.
As a result, weighing lambs at eight
weeks of age provides a good indication
of how well ewes have been lactating,
as delaying weighing until weaning will
miss the direct influence of the ewe’s
maternal ability on early growth rates.

By Catherine Nakielny, Farming Connect
As part of its liver fluke project, Farming Connect is working
with IBERS, Aberystwyth, to help improve habitat detection
and develop grazing plans that avoid high risk habitat at key
points during the year.
This project, which started in summer 2017, worked with
five farms across Wales to better identify:
• Specific locations on the farm where the mud snail can be
found.
• Whether mud snails found are infected with liver or rumen
fluke.
• How the presence of mud snails or fluke species varies over
the summer and autumn.
While snails are seen in areas of wet habitats such as ponds,
stream edges and ditches, not all suitable snail habitats on a
farm will be inhabited by snails and only a
minority of snails will actually be infected
by liver fluke. Therefore, the initial stage of
the project has fed results back to farmers
and helped to identify areas of fields which
should be avoided at the high-risk times of
year – see diagram.

By weighing at eight weeks of age,
performance can be monitored and
targets can be set. Collecting this sort
of data can also provide information to
help make better decisions next year, as
a high percentage of underperforming
lambs at eight weeks would suggest ewe
nutrition, body condition score and/or
health need to be looked at.

In addition, having a plan of action in
place for the small lambs at eight weeks
of age will hopefully reduce the number
still left on the farm at the end of the
season. For example, you might decide
to wean lambs early onto good grazing,
introduce creep feeding, or sell lambs as
stores.
For lambs born at 4kg, the targets
below can be met with a 285g daily
liveweight gain:• 20kg for all lambs at 56 days (eight
weeks)
• 30kg for all lambs at 90 days (12
weeks)

Case study:

Catrin Jones, Tirlan, Brechfa
Upland farm running 450 Beulah
Speckled Face ewes. Eight-week
weights increased by 3.4kg through
routine body condition scoring of ewes,
strategic worm control, evaluation of
nutrition and attention to detail.
2015

16.4kg 19.8kg

Weaning weight

23.2kg 27.2kg
32%

Download this guide at
www.businesswales.gov.
wales/farmingconnect.
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Sulphur samples from Cae Haidd Ucha
Field

Nitrogen:Sulphur ratio Sulphur DM

1

13.3 : 1

2

9.3 : 1

0.237%

3

8.9 : 1

0.317%

4

10.4 : 1

0.286%

0.180%

detailed look into the sulphur status of
his farm.
As part of the nutrient
management plan at Cae Haidd
Ucha Farm, Llanrwst, Conwy,
inorganic sulphur has been
applied to grazing and silage
fields annually for the last six
years. However, as it is not
shown on the standard soil test
that typically includes the pH,
phosphorus (P), potassium (K)
and magnesium (Mg) status,
Mr Williams wanted to get
a clearer picture of sulphur
levels. This was done by
taking herbage samples from four fields

infections, such as thick rushes. The next
step will be for Farming Connect to hold
farmer events to discuss these findings
and look at how following veterinary advice
in late spring/early summer can be a good
time to target the treatment of livestock
against liver fluke using an appropriate
flukicide.

16.6%

Is there a need for more sulphur?
By Gethin Prys Davies, Farming Connect
As a result of the decline in heavy
industry and more stringent pollution
control measures, there has been a
significant decline in sulphur dioxide
emissions since the 1970s.
This in turn has had a significant
impact on the amount of sulphur
deposited on land from the atmosphere,
with current levels less than 10%
of what they were in 1980. Average
deposition across the UK is
around 6kgS/ha.
Sulphur is quite
prone to leaching
and, given the recent
wet winters, this
information spurred
Farming Connect
demonstration farmer
Paul Williams to take a

It has been interesting to note that mud
snails require ‘bare’ mud to survive
and have not been found in the type of
habitat typically associated with liver fluke

2017

Eight-week weight

Lambs below 15kg
eight-week target

Snail preferences

Research is changing thinking around what
a typical fluke habitat is.

© Richard Croft, Wikimedia Commons

Eight-week weights

Weighing lambs at eight weeks can highlight issues with ewe management, and allow
forward planning for small lambs.

Sulphur applications can boost grass.
and sending them to a lab for analysis –
see table.

Using figures
Sulphur deficiency is indicated by a
nitrogen:sulphur ratio of 13.1 or above,
or sulphur levels of less than 0.25%
DM. As the table shows, despite annual
sulphur applications, sulphur levels in
one field was well below the desired
0.25% DM and another marginally under.
As a result of these findings, Mr Williams
will be sampling more fields this year
and amending his sulphur application
policy accordingly.
SHEEP FARMER
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to make sure ewes’ energy and protein
requirement are met in early lactation
so they produce plenty of milk. Wellnourished ewes are better able to
fight infection and underfeeding can
trigger bacteria normally resident in the
mammary gland to become pathogenic.”

Hungry lambs can cause damage to
the teats and udder from over-eager
suckling, which can lead to mastitis.
Dr Genever explains: “If a ewe’s teats
are damaged, the mastitis defence
mechanism will not be as effective as it
should be. It is possible these lesions
create an entry point for bacteria and an

Our hygiene at lambing is good so I
don’t think that is a problem. All pens
are bedded up between ewes and lime
is used as a disinfectant. But despite
daily liveweight gains suggesting lambs
are getting enough milk, my vet thinks
this may be an issue with lambs oversucking causing damage to udders. Her
suggestion is to feed the ewes post40		

HE

EP BREEDER

ASS

Details from Alun Davies
Cambridge Sheep Society Secretary
01513 275699
alundavies392@btinternet.com

O CIATION Est. 1892

strength in versatility

www.cambridge-sheep.org.uk

Be the smarter investor,
use a Border Leicester

See what it can do for your flock!
It’s as easy as ABC...
Added conformation
Built to last
Cross it with any breed

Contact: Katie Keiley, Secretary 01556 660155. 07920 855440

www.borderleicesters.co.uk

DORSET
DOWN

FAST FINISHING LAMBS OFF GRASS
Dorset Down Sheep Breeders’ Association

Havett Farm, Dobwalls, Liskeard, PL14 6HB
01579 320273 secretary@dorsetdownsheep.org.uk
www.dorsetdownsheep.org.uk

Ewe nutrition is essential to ensure milk
supply and prevent lambs over-sucking.
environment suitable for their survival
and multiplication.”
First-time lambers may be more prone
to these kinds of lesions, as the skin
on their teats has not hardened up yet.
Their mammary tissue is still developing
and so lambs need to feed for longer
or more often to obtain sufficient milk,
making teat lesions more likely.

Good hygiene
lambing or creep feed the lambs.
All our ewes are housed at Christmas
to make sure we have a good amount
of grass to turn ewes and lambs out to.
Ewes are fed well in the shed to make
sure they have plenty of milk, but then
get nothing once they leave the shed
at 24 hours after birth. I don’t want to
start feeding ewes post-lambing, as it
could cause a lot of disruption and mismothering in a field with young lambs
and damage the land if it is wet. Creep
feeding is costly, but it is weighing that
up against the cost of mastitis.
We are planning to dry our ewes off
better this year. We may also creep feed
a batch of lambs to try and finish them
quicker and hit the better prices. It will
be interesting to see whether this batch
has less of a mastitis problem.
Mr Wilson is taking part in AHDB
Beef & Lamb’s Challenge Sheep project,
looking at the lifetime performance of
breeding females.

CHAROLLAIS
for 2018

S’

Good nutrition

Now providing genotyped rams
of known prolificacy potential

• Red, hot and swollen or cold and
discoloured udder
• Ewe appears lame due to udder pain
• Black udder in severe cases
• Watery or bloody milk
• Clots in milk
• Decreased milk yield
• Formation of lumps in the udder or
abscesses
• Ewe hangs back from the flock
• Loss of appetite
• Ewe refuses to let lambs suckle
• Poor lamb growth rates

Case study:

Ian Wilson, North Yorkshire
We have always had a relatively high
mastitis problem, usually between
lambing and weaning. We rarely have a
problem post-weaning, but last year we
had our usual number of cases before
weaning and cases after.
I think this may be because we
weaned earlier than planned, as I had a
good field of grass to turn lambs out to.
The grass was growing very quickly so
we didn’t have a suitable field to dry the
ewes off on.

Cambridge

Physical and behavioural
signs of acute mastitis

Teat damage

Mastitis may present as a red, hot and
swollen or cold and discoloured udder.

T: 015395 67973 www.beltex.co.uk

Information on the breed and sale dates
Contact Sue Powell for information
available on our web site or from:01989 770071 / 07974 360807
Aileen1McFadzean, Tel/Fax: 01738 634018
NSA Large Block Charollais 2018_Layout
berrichon@btconnect.com
Email aileen@scottish-blackface.co.uk
www.scottish-blackface.co.uk
www.berrichonsociety.com
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Action to reduce mastitis levels
needs to start at lambing time
Mastitis is one of
the most important
diseases affecting
ewes and is
estimated to cost
the UK sheep industry £120 million
per year. It can cause loss of udder
function, reduced milk yield and quality,
and lead to the premature culling of
affected ewes.
Mastitis is typically caused by
bacteria but can sometimes be caused
by a viral infection. There are two forms
of mastitis, acute and chronic. Acute
mastitis, which can be identified through
physical signs and behavioural changes,
is usually seen in the first few weeks
after lambing and can rapidly progress to
cause the death of the ewe.
Dr Liz Genever, AHDB Beef & Lamb
Senior Scientist, says: “It’s important

Blackface
Sheep Breeders’
Association

British Berrichon
The HARDY,
EASY LAMBING,
EASY CARE sheep

“Good hygiene at lambing reduces the
risk and spread of infectious diseases,”
advises Dr Genever. “Wet and dirty
bedding and high stocking densities
provide the perfect conditions for
bacteria in the environment to multiply,
increasing the chance of infection.”
AHDB has funded a significant
amount of research work on mastitis
at Warwick University in recent years.
One PhD and one project have been
completed and two PhDs are ongoing.
The work has highlighted the need
to think of mastitis as an infectious
disease, so it is important to separate
affected ewes and their lambs (if
possible), as lambs may spread infection
to other ewes by cross-suckling. It is
also important to cull ewes with lumps
or abscesses in their udder, as they may
burst and cause re-infection.
More information in the BRP+
document ‘Understanding mastitis in
sheep’ at www.beefandlamb.ahdb.org.
uk/returns.
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EASY CARE

LOW MAINTENANCE
EasyCare
NO SHEARING
EXCELLENT MOTHERS
HARDY
Take the stress
out of shepherding

Charmoise
Hill Sheep

• HARDY Hill Sheep
• Add SHAPE to your prime lambs
• EASY Lambing
• Terminal Sire suitable for
tupping EWE LAMBS
Please contact David Trow Tel: 01686 688234
www.charmoisesheep.co.uk

l FAST GROWTH TO
MARKET SPECIFICATION
l EASY LAMBING
l FIT FOR PURPOSE WITH
IMPROVED HARDINESS
www.charollaissheep.com
01953 603335
oﬃce@charollaissheep.com

ILE DE FRANCE

Less work and more profit

The fully performance recorded woolshedding
breed, selected for resistance to worms.

Tel 01985 845063 / 01647 252549

www.sig.uk.com

HAMPSHIRE DOWN
The UK native
terminal sire for
naturally fast nishing
lambs off forage
Contact Janet Hill on 01700 831652
janet@hampshiredown.org.uk

The breed to meat
your grades
For 3Ls
use an Ile de France
Lean, Liveweight
and Lively lambs

Secretary Edward Adamson
07711 071290

www.iledefrancesheep.com
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www.dorsetsheep.org.uk

LLEYN
Sheep Society

Secretary
01758 730366
Promotions Officer
079666 99930
promotions@lleynsheep.com

MANX LOAGHTAN
Low input producer of gourmet
quality lamb and mutton
Fine, naturally coloured wool
Ideal conservation grazer
Breed Secretary, Kim Everett, 01580 852691

www.lleynsheep.com

www.easycaresheep.com
info@easycaresheep.com

www.hampshiredown.org.uk

BRITISH ROUGE SHEEP

Southdown

The easy lambing terminal sire
producing quick growing lambs with
excellent meat to bone ratio

Great on ewe lambs

For details of your local breeders call
Tel: 01904 448675

NEMSA: North
of England
Mule Sheep
Association
SIMPLY THE BEST!
The success of the North of
England Mule has assured its
place through the country’s
leading commercial flocks. Why
have mutton when you can lamb?

www.rouge-society.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE SHEEP

Details from Marion Hope
01387 371777
nemsa@btinternet.com

Contact Claire Jakeman
07766 238346

www.meatlinc.co.uk

NORTH COUNTRY CHEVIOT

The ideal
ewe for
producing
mules and
half-breds

The ideal
crossing
sire for
all hill
ewes

Profit from Quality Store Lambs
Visit www.nc-cheviot.co.uk
Contact 07834817710 or
secretary@nc-cheviot.co.uk

www.nemsa.co.uk
SWALEDALE
SHEEP
BREEDERS
ASSOCIATION

The leading domestic
Terminal Sire Breed

suffolksheep.org
email

enquiries@suffolksheep.org
telephone

028 2563 2342
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England’s Premier Hill Breed.
Ewes are supreme for breeding
Mule Lambs.
Rams are ideal for crossing
with other Hill Breeds for
increased lamb production
on the hill.
Secretary:
John Stephenson
Barnley View, Town Head,
Eggleston, Barnard Castle,
Co. Durham DL12 0DE
Tel: 01833 650516

www.manxloaghtansheep.org

Secretary: Patricia Imlah
secretary@rouge-society.co.uk
01651 862920
07803 897419

Details from the secretary
Mrs Gail Sprake
01986 782251
secretary@southdownsheep
society.co.uk

www.southdownsheepsociety.co.uk
The breed that makes ends meat

The versatile,
tree-friendly breed

GEORGE MUDGE SHEARING

New and second hand
mains and 12V machines.
Full range of spares.
All requisites for shearers.
NZ Super Crook for only £25
Contact 01822 615456 or
info@georgemudgeshearing.co.uk
www.georgemudgeshearing.co.uk

2018 Events
NSA Scot Sheep
Wednesday 30th May
Kings Arms Farm, Ballantrae
www.scotsheep.org.uk
NSA Sheep Event
Wednesday 18th July
Three Counties Showground,
Worcestershire
www.sheepevent.org.uk
NSA South Sheep
Saturday 8th September
West Sussex
www.southsheep.org.uk
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Healthy future for British Wool
with new chairman at the helm
By Trevor Richards, British Wool Chairman
I am the third generation to farm at Lacton
Manor Farm, Ashford, Kent, a mixed arable and
sheep enterprise, now ran in partnership with
my wife Jane.
We have 400 Suffolk cross Mules and pure
Romneys, with all their lamns sold through
Ashford Market.
As the new British Wool Chairman, I will do my absolute
upmost to ensure we continue to run a very successful
business for our thousands of producers and raise the profile
of British Wool amongst consumers, increasing the value of
wool and the volume we process. I am under no illusion there
will always be challenges, but I know we are in a good position
to meet these head-on in a clear and focused
manner.
Trevor’s Timeline

New role
From the outset, my aim was to immerse
myself in the business and to represent the
interests of producers. I want to improve the
return for producers and reduce our costs.
The improvements we have made in the last
two years show how this can be achieved with
savings returned to the producer.

2002
2011
2015
2018

Regional Committee
Representative for Kent
Board Member for
English Southern Region
Vice Chairman
Chairman

any financial

ONLY AVAILABLE AT
GEORGE MUDGE

SAFETY
SHOULDN’T BE
SHEAR LUCK

O L D , U N I N S U LAT ED S H EAR I N G MAC H I N ES CAN K ILL.
Newly elected British Wool Chairman

Wool is much more environmentally
friendly than manmade fibres and more
consumers are interested in using and wearing natural fibres.
We must focus on marketing its key features, its warmth,
versatility, fire-resistance and biodegradable properties.
We also need to keep supporting the younger generation,
and hope to soon announce details of a New Entrants’ Scheme
to specifically support first-time wool producers. Our shearing
and wool handling courses are in demand and we hope to
introduce more, and continue to strengthen the already strong
relationships we have with the land-based colleges and the
National Federation of Young Farmers Clubs.
One of the highlights of the year is when we welcome the
NSA Next Generation Ambassadors to our head office and
Bradford depot, for a presentation and tour so see the wool
production process first-hand.

Looking ahead
None of us know what the future holds post-Brexit, and while
any new trade deals will not directly affect wool, anything that
sees the price of lamb drop will reduce the national flock and,
therefore, have a major effect on the volume of wool produced
in the UK. The EU is the most important market for UK lamb
producers, but British Wool is a globally recognised brand – so
let’s be positive and maximise potential. I am looking forward
to a healthy future for wool production and the impact of British
wool on the world markets, and will be working to ensure
this superb product is collected, processed and marketed
effectively.
To do this, it is important producers present wool in a
clean, dry state. Preparation is key and done properly will help
to achieve optimum returns. Collaboration is also important
and, where possible, producers should co-operate to reduce
transport costs. Talk to your neighbours and share loads.
If I were to give British Wool producers one piece of advice,
it would be to support their organisation, the only remaining
agricultural commodity board in the UK. The more people who
support it the better it will be. It’s a case of use it or lose
it. You only have to look at the Milk Marketing Board as an
example.
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TRADE-IN OFFER

SHEEP FARMER

That’s why we’ve got a great
trade-in deal for your old kit.
Buy a new double-insulated Lister NOVA
240V shearing machine with flexible drive
and we’ll give you 5 Lister Countryman
combs, 10 Supershear AAA cutters and
a Lister shearing bag, complete with a
George Mudge shearing vest and an
all-in-one comb-brush and scraper.
Not only will you make a considerable
saving, you may also save a life.

To find out more about our trade-in offer, call us on
01822 615456 or visit georgemudgeshearing.co.uk

Terms and conditions apply. Offer ends: 30 July 2018

Positive Next Generation session

NSA Ambassadors exchange views

The first delivery session for the 2018 intake of NSA
Next Generation Ambassadors saw the 12 young sheep
enthusiasts come together for three days in South West
England.
As well as meeting each other for the first time, the group
engaged with a number of industry experts and went on two
farm visits to look at sheep health and genetics. This covered
practical application of performance recording and EBVs, flock
health planning and sustainable parasite control.
Martyn Fletcher, NSA South East Region committee
member, hosted the first farm visit at Salibsury, Wiltshire,
where he is shepherd for a low-input flock of mainly Romneys
in a New Zealand-style system. His honest and frank approach
was welcomed by the group, who were able to look around his
handling facilities and equipment.

Each month, the NSA Next Generation Ambassadors are
sharing their opinions as young sheep farmers. Here is just a
taste; read them all at www.nsanextgeneration.org.uk.

Good discussion
The other visit was to Kevin Harrison, NSA English Committee
Chairman, who is JT Baylis Farm Manager at Bath, Somerset.
Kevin’s impressive indoor lambing setup provided a platform for a good
discussion among the group,
particularly around his focus on

Q. What was the biggest surprise at the first NSA Next
Generation Ambassador session?
Joe Emmett, Norfolk. The biggest and best surprise was being
in a room full of people who genuinely don’t mind talking about
sheep all day.
Tom Chapman, Staffordshire. The diversity of the farm systems
everybody works with and also how well everyone got on, even
on the very first day.
Sion Morgan, Scottish Borders. The grass that was growing
down there in Bristol!
The NSA Next Generation Ambassadors for 2018.
not buying in disease when he sources replacements each
year.
Joanne Briggs coordinates the NSA Next Generation project.
She says: “This is the fifth intake of NSA Ambassadors
and this year’s group once again proved the value of the
programme from the very first day. They thrived in an
environment of shared experiences and new information, and
are already a close-knit group and looking forward to the next
session in Wales in May.”
The NSA Next Generation Ambassador programme is funded
by NSA regions and ram sales, alongside support from AHDB
Beef & Lamb and several other delivery partners.

UK shepherds dominate in Europe
In a fantastic showcase of UK
shepherding skills, four young
competitors from England, Wales,
Scotland and Northern Ireland
dominated the European ‘Ovinpiades’
Young Shepherd Competition in Paris.
Supported by NSA and AHDB Beef
& Lamb, and sponsored by Randall
Parker Foods, the UK competitors
were required to demonstrate sheep
husbandry and industry knowledge in
quizzes and practical tests.
The winner of the whole competition
was Dafydd Davies, 18, from Bala,
Gwynedd, a student at Glynllifon
College, North Wales. He qualified for
the European final following success in
the NSA Next Generation Shepherds’
Competition at NSA Welsh Sheep in
May 2017, and gets plenty of practice
working with more than 1,100 Welsh
Mountain ewes on his family farm.

Great experience
Dafydd says “It was a great experience
to take part in the Ovinpiades in Paris.
The competition was challenging so I
was really pleased to win the European
section. I am now looking forward to
competing in the final of the NSA Next
Generation Shepherds’ Competition at
the NSA Sheep Event in Worcestershire
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Dafydd Davies, European Young
Shepherd champion.
in July.”
Hot on the heels of Dafydd were two
fellow UK competitors. Representing
England, 24-year-old Robert Walker
of Clitheroe, Lancashire, took second
place, and Northern Ireland competitor
Iain Wilson, a 21-year-old from Larne,
County Antrim, was third. Not content
with just taking the gold, silver and
bronze places, the entire UK team was
placed, with Scottish representative
Farquahar Renwick, of Ullapool,

Rossshire, coming sixth.
Phil Stocker, NSA Chief Executive,
says: “Congratulations to Dafydd,
Farquahar, Iain and Richard for
representing the UK to such a high
standard. They were a credit to
themselves and our industry; it is
heartening for the UK sheep sector to
know we have such enthusiasm and
skills coming through for the future.
The NSA Next Generation programme
is all about encouraging individuals
such as these, and we are proud of
the opportunity NSA Next Generation
Shepherds’ Competitions offer at
a regional, national, European and
international level.”
All nine NSA regions run an NSA Next
Generation Shepherds’ Competition.
Two people qualify at each of these for
the biennial UK final, and top placed
competitors from England, Wales,
Scotland and Northern Ireland are
also selected for the European and
International finals, which tend to fall
every four years depending on the host
country. France hosted the most recent
European final as part of the Ovinpiades
Young Shepherds Competition, which
it runs for agricultural students aged
16 to 24 each February at the Paris
International Agricultural Show.
SHEEP FARMER

Q. What’s the best thing about the clock’s going forward?
Lauren Bird, Oxfordshire. Longer evenings to get back into
training some young sheepdogs.
David McMullan, County Antrim. My favourite time of the year
is silage cutting season. I run a small contracting business
in tandem with the farm, cutting 2,000+ acres in 10 weeks.
You can’t beat some tractor work on a long summer’s evening.
Daylight is the best light!
Q. If you were Prime Minister for a day, what would you
change?
Zoey Symington, Shetland. I would introduce a fine for sheep
worrying by dogs, as the problem isn’t getting any better and
we need a deterrent.
Tom Chapman, Staffordshire. I would add another subject to
the high school curriculum, encompassing the whole farm-to-

From left to right: Lauren, Ollie, Tom, Joe, David, Sion, Richard
and Zoey.
fork process, including agriculture, animal health and welfare,
food manufacturing and human nutrition. It would educate
students on what food and farming opportunities there are
after school and help tackle the obesity crisis.
Q. If you could swap locations with one of the other NSA Next
Generation Ambassadors, which would you chose?
Ollie Brayne, Derbyshire. Joe in Norfolk. I don’t think they get
quite as much snow as here.
Richard Rossiter, Devon. I would swap with Kirree on the Isle
of Man, as it’s close enough to the mainland but doesn’t have
any vermin, and it would be interesting to see the challenges
they have as well.
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