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Webinar Panel 
Chair:  

Jen Craig (NSA Scotland Chair) 

Jen was elected the NSA Scotland Chair first in 2019 and again in 2021. In the 

past, she was an NSA Next Generation Ambassador in 2014 which was her first 

involvement with the organisation. She currently farms alongside her parents 

in Crawford, South Lanarkshire which mostly consists of upland hill land which 

extends to 1,750 acres and approximately 1,100. She also is a NFUS Chair for 

the Clydesdale branch 

Presentation: 

David Bavin (Senior Carnivore Project Officer, Vincent Wildlife Trust) 

David’s interests lie broadly in ecosystem restoration and more specifically in 

species reintroductions and environmental conflicts. Alongside degrees in 

Zoology (BSc), Wildlife Biology (MSc) and an MPhil in Reintroduction Biology, 

David also has training in Conflict Mediation with the International School of 

Research in Applied Ecology and facilitation expertise.  

Panel: 

Mary Dunlop  

(NSA Scotland Treasurer and Committee Member) 

 

 

 

Sybil MacPherson  

(NSA Scotland Committee Member) 

 

 

Alec Telfer  

(NSA Scotland Committee Member and Blackface Sheep Breeders Association 

President)  
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Webinar Presentation 
Delivered by David Bavin (Senior Carnivore Project Officer, Vincent Wildlife Trust). 

For more than 45 years, Vincent Wildlife Trust (VWT) has led the way in supporting the recovery 

of mammals such as the otter, water vole, horseshoe bats and, more recently, pine marten. VWT 

is respected internationally as a leader in developing and implementing innovative approaches 

that halt and reverse declines in threatened mammal species. The Trust works in Britain, Ireland 

and targeted areas of continental Europe, focusing on carnivores and the rarer bats. 

This webinar was targeted towards NSA Scotland members and wider Scottish sheep farmers and 

crofters to gain information on Lynx in general, why reintroduction is being discussed, the study 

currently being carried out in the Cairngorms National Park, and Argyll areas and to enquire 

further on matters relating to Lynx. This was an opportunity for attendees to share their views 

and concerns which will be included in a report delivered to the project partners (Trees for Life 

and Scotland: The Big Picture). 

The presentations delivered did not advocate or oppose the reintroduction of Lynx to Scotland. 

It was used to objectively explore what is in place in other countries, the possibilities of 

reintroduction, the use of compensation and other considerations which may be necessary and 

applicable to Scottish sheep farmers and crofters. 
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Polling Results of Attendees 
 

  

32%

58%

7%
3%

HAS THIS SESSION IMPROVED YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE OF LYNX?

Strongly Agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly Disagree

29%

36%

32%

3%

DO YOU TRUST THE INFORMATION YOU HAVE 
HEARD?

Strongly Agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly Disagree

87%

13%

DO YOU WISH TO LEARN MORE, AND REMAIN 
ENGAGED DURING THIS PROCESS?

Yes No
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Question and Answer Session 
• Question 1: When Sea Eagles were introduced, it was categorically stated that sea eagles 

would not predate on lambs. Denial of this happening went on for some years. Lynxes will 
predate on easy prey what do the panel think? 

(SMP) – Very interested to hear what impacts are going on in other countries – but Scotland is 

different. At this moment in time, the approach by Scottish Government with regard to 

compensation and realisation of what has happened to farmers and crofters in experiences of 

Sea Eagle predation and the associated wildlife losses of many red listed species. There is no 

way, that politically that anyone would dream a limited cull would ever happen. There is certainly 

not a Government fund for compensation. We already have a clear evidence of subsidy loss in the 

Skye and Lochaber areas in relation to Sea Eagle predation on LFA subsidies etc. There is no will 

for help despite repeatedly asking for it. Although it is very interesting to hear what is happing 

in other Scandinavian countries and middle Europe, where Scotland is concerned, we are talking 

purely about compensation and management and eradication of problem animals. We are a 

million miles away having experienced this personally for the past 15 years and 30 years for the 

people on Mull. There is a need to be very aware that Scotland is a very different place to parts 

of Europe.  

Several other things from the presentation found concerning – Orkney is not the highest density 

of sheep population, Shetland, a completely different island, has. SMP made it clear that she is 

very wary of making comparisons with other areas. 

 

(David Bavin Response) – David agreed with Sybil that comparisons cannot be made between 

Scotland and Europe, it is very different in Scotland. There is a history of greater land use and 

land use change than Europe has. Switzerland is considered to be the most similar scenario to 

Scotland. There would need to be a considerable amount of work to quantify the potential 

impacts of sheep in Scotland. Anyone who suggests that there would be no sheep predation 

would be extremely disingenuous – there will be some level of sheep predation. This need to be 

explored and to which extent. This needs to also be evaluated against the argument of potential 

stakeholders and public who may want to see a Lynx reintroduction. David also agreed that the 

situation with the Sea Eagles has been unfortunate and is unsure of a solution due to lack of 

engagement with Governmental bodies and public opinion regarding lethal control. These factors 

can be learnt from and improve the science of reintroductions but for now they highlight that 

there is a lot to learn before Lynx reintroduction is considered. 

 

(SMP response) – we have a lot to learn but there are many things still being reintroduced such 

as Larch and Ash to the detriment of our Larch and Ash forests. We need to step back and consider 

much more carefully than what was seen with Sea Eagle reintroduction. Exit strategies and the 

protection of all our treasured species in Scotland be they farmed livestock or our nature such as 

Red Squirrels. For example, Scottish Wildcats would be greatly impacted by the reintroduction 

of Lynx, and we need to make sure that the powers recognise the problems with reintroduced 

species in a way that the Swedish and Norwegian authorities are. At this moment in time, the 

Scottish outlook is vastly different. 

 

 

(David Bavin response) – What wasn’t highlighted in the presentation was the opportunity and 

positives for reintroductions.  We have treasured species such as Capercaillie and Wild Cat, but 

we also have entire habitats which are treasured such as Atlantic Oakwood and Caledonian Pine 

Forest. There would be a significant number of people who think that they are being undermined 



 

6 
NSA Scotland – Lynx in Scotland Webinar (07 June 2021) 

and threatened, not from reintroduced species but from an imbalance of ecosystems. We need to 

think about the role of a top predator in ecosystems of regulation and impacts on herbivores and 

other predators. In the long run in terms of a sustainable environment when we do not have to 

worry about these treasured species. Is Lynx reintroduction part of this process? At the moment 

we are not in the position to comment on this, but it is a conversation that has to be explored in 

detail. 

 

(SMP response) – Personally has planted many Scots Pines on her farm which is on the edge of 

the Caledonian Pine Forest. There is a vast difference in Lynx control 400 years ago (bows and 

arrows) and today (marksmen shooting deer 365 days of the year). Deer control can be done very 

quickly and in a completely different manner in comparison to any Lynx reintroduction proposal 

for control. Cannot accept that Lynx will make a difference if Scotland has a deer problem 

because we already have the means to do it in a different manner. 

 

(AT response) – In the high hills sheep predation may not be an issue in open areas but in the 

lower areas where farmers have been encouraged to implement wildlife corridors and shelter 

belts, we have the ideal habitat and hiding place for Lynx. But we also have high concentrations 

of sheep. Worries about the fact that the Lynx is an ambush predator and would use these areas 

to their advantage considering sheep are much easier to catch than deer. (AT) asked the question 

surrounding RSPB involvement and consultation on this matter. There must be an interest in the 

red listed ground nesting birds which will be under yet more threat from a carnivore. He stated 

that he could not comment on Sea Eagles as he did not have any first-hand experience but was 

aware of many NSA Scotland and BSBA members being severely affected due to lack of an exit 

strategy. It would be a real worry if Lynx were to be reintroduced around the legal protection and 

licence control surrounding trouble animals. It would not be welcomed. 

 

(David Bavin response) – Agreed with (AT). In Britain where the habitat is more fragmented and 

less extensive than parts of Europe where Lynx have been reintroduced, Lynx may use the 

intervening habitats more. Jos Milner’s report stated this in her report on the likelihood and 

concern of Lynx coming into contact with sheep in this type of ground. In relation to species such 

as Pine marten and Goshawk and a comparison to Europe and UK, they both behave quite 

differently here because of the difference in habitat. Similarly, we might expect the Lynx to use 

habitats other than woodland more extensively and would see a greater encounter with sheep. 

 

Comment made by attendee: “We are sheep farmers and have been planting forest on part of our 
land. The planting has been heavily damaged by roe deer despite tubes and deer fence. The 
economic loss to our family from roe deer greatly exceeds the maximum losses that we could 
have expected from Lynx who control deer naturally and humanely. Lynx do not run and chase. 
They ambush.” 
 
(David Bavin) – This would be one of the strongest arguments that could be put forward by 

proponents of Lynx that they would provide a relatively free service of control. What we don’t 

know is whether there will be any appreciative impact of Lynx on deer. (SMP) mentioned we are 

well capable of controlling deer numbers through stalking and hunting but there are other areas 

where they cannot kill enough and some areas where deer cannot be accessed i.e. 7-20 year old 

Sitka thickets by thermal imaging – but this will be the preferred place to hunt of a Lynx. There 

needs to be some exploration regarding Lynx appreciatively reducing the cost to the public purse. 

David reminded that the VWT role is not to advocate Lynx. Any information that has been 

provided and discussed has come from publicly available sources which is mostly from scientific 
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reports. VWT are interested in exploring what attendees and panel members think about the 

reintroduction of Lynx prospects not to sell the idea of Lynx. 

 

• Question 2 - We have huge areas currently not used for livestock. Is there a place for the 
Lynx in these areas and should we focus on those? 

(MD response) – Had not thought on the idea of reintroducing Lynx to areas which did not have 

sheep, this may not bother us. To go back to the situation 400 years ago when Lynx were in 

Scotland, we didn’t have the population we have now or the sheep numbers that we have 

currently. The population needs to be fed and (DB) is stating that the Lynx will predate sheep. 

This for any sheep farmer is a horror and whether this can be offset against payments is very 

debatable. This is not a starting point. 

(David Bavin response) – Lynx can be reintroduced to areas where there not many sheep, but it 

is not possible to control their spread i.e. where they end up going. It may be the case where 

there are high densities of sheep there many also be productive areas with high densities of Roe 

Deer, so the Lynx will move to these areas. Lynx will go to where their preferred prey of Roe 

Deer, Brown Hare and other species of deer are. When reintroductions are made there is a certain 

element of control where animals are released but no control of where they go after that. We 

certainly have more sheep than we would have done 400 years ago and there are more people, 

but places like Switzerland and France which have Lynx, have a greater population density than 

there is in the Highlands. There is also more deer in Scotland than what would have been seen 

400 years ago. On the one hand we have more sheep, more of a Lynx preferred prey and 

considerable amount more forest than we would have done. All of these things are changing at 

the same time: people, food, cover, sheep. They all need to be explored and is a complex picture. 

Comment made by attendee - “Any species will take the easiest meal available - is this bringing 
the Lynx into the category of unintended consequences?” 

• Question 3 - Has the Lynx in the Hartz mountains in Germany not virtually eradicated the 
wild sheep population and had little or no impact on deer populations? 

(David Bavin response) – Finds it hard to imagine a Lynx reintroduction and therefore finds it 

hard to predict if there would be any unintended consequences. There often are but there are 

also surprise benefits too. *Not familiar with Lynx in the Hartz mountains and is aware that Lynx 

are not considered to be a major problem for livestock in Germany. The issue in Germany and 

central and eastern Europe is hunters and deer – Lynx are thought to compete with hunters.  

*(DB) is to follow this up and report back to NSA Scotland. 

• Question 4 - Why are we starting at the top end predators to restore habitats? Why aren’t we 
starting with soils, natural river restoration, wetland etc, wildlife corridors? 

(David Bavin response) – Both are being done. A bottom-up focus is being carried out through 

agri-environmental schemes through peatland restoration, new planting and focussing on soil 

health. A disproportionate effort towards Lynx reintroduction may be seen due to the spotlight 

grabbing. Fundamentally important to build from the bottom up but it is also important to look 

at top-down dynamics also. Any ecosystem is not simple to look at only one approach. Both need 

to work together at the same time. Soil health needs to be a priority. 

(DB) invited to ask the panel questions. 
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• Question 5 - (David Bavin) – Interested to hear the response to a central ethical question. 

Sheep farmers in particular are the ones who will have to live alongside Lynx reintroduction. 

If there are going to be any negative impacts, it will probably be with livestock and the sheep 

farmers will have to deal with it. Can see a scenario where the desire to reintroduce Lynx 

will increase i.e. greater public appetite and political will. Overtime with the growth of 

rewilding and ideas such as ecological regeneration, Lynx reintroduction will keep cropping 

up. There may be a situation of strong public opinion. Is compensating adequately enough? 

Is supporting farmers economically and with technical support enough? Is it not acceptable 

emotionally and on farmers well being that there might be predation on sheep by Lynx? 

 

(AT response) – Don’t think that compensation is going to be enough.  We have quite a high 

concentration of livestock in Scotland in comparison to the lowlands and uplands. Farmers look 

after the welfare of their livestock and take a huge pride in what they are producing. It would be 

ideal if a Lynx would just predate on deer but in reality, that is not going to happen. The people 

who would advocate the release of these animals should be made to provide quite a substantial 

bond and be personally responsible for it. Why should the nations taxpayers have to compensate 

anyone? Doesn’t see a real need to release these animals and we are in a very different place to 

where we were 400 years ago. Would argue that earlier than that there was quite a high 

population of deer for example in the Ettrick Forest – vast area of ground and woodland.  

How would Lynx be sold as a tourism attraction? They are a nocturnal animal and are very shy 

and unlikely to see them, just evidence of predation. Some of these things do not simply kill to 

eat, they kill for pleasure also as part of their nature. 

 

Comment made by attendee – “I think it is wrong to assume that sheep farmers would ever find 
compensation for losses acceptable, particularly if this were paid at commercial value. The loss 
of a young female breeding ewe is the loss of her breeding potential for 5 or more years and the 
loss of her progeny over that time.” 
 

(JC) this is a very good point and would personally align with this thought. There is a considerable 

amount of time spent building up bloodlines and to see this come under threat simply from an 

animal release – it would be extremely difficult to come to terms with on top of what of what 

we already deal with in terms of predation. 

Comment made by attendee – “No amount of money could compensate for the emotional upset 
I would feel.” 

Comment made by attendee – “All farmers by their very nature are born animal lovers and any 
financial or other compensation would be negligible to the terrible stress of sheep deaths created 
by the introduction of any predictors within the commercial farming.” 

(JC) this is not a case of throwing money at sheep farmers and crofters to make up for the fact of 

Lynx roaming around. It is the emotional dedication and dedication to the breeding whilst 

witnessing of animals being killed when we do our very best to ensure they live as good a life as 

they possibly can. This is one of the most important points that we have. 
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• Question 6 - (David Bavin) Do you feel the same in relation to the native predators that are 

here already? 

(MD response) Yes. It is heart breaking to see for example a ewe lambing, with the lambs eyes 

and tongue picked out by crows. Has also had a ewe’s stomach eaten by badgers whilst she is 

still being alive stuck on her back. All these predation casualties are heart breaking. A sheep can 

die of disease i.e. pneumonia and you have semi control over that but you don’t have control over 

predators. Badgers have increased in number so much, they are protected and you cant do 

anything against it which would most likely be the case for Lynx. Any predator damage is heart 

breaking. 

(David Bavin response) If it came to a situation where for example there was increasing political 

support for Lynx reintroduction and it looked like it was to occur, what kind of management 

would need to be in place to protect sheep farmers? This may not be a situation that may occur, 

but it may be prudent to think about this scenario. 

(SMP response) We have to look extremely closely at the introduction of Sea Eagles. No one 

envisaged how successful they would be. No exit strategy thought about. They are called Sea 

Eagles but many pairs have found an alternative source of food (lambs, Black Grouse, Red 

Throated Diver) and will go nowhere near the sea. It is such a huge issue if we suddenly release 

something. There is so much to be learned from the difficulties that have been experienced from 

the reintroduction of Sea Eagles. Everything else must be halted until we can get a sensible idea 

on the impact, not only to farmers livelihoods. Our whole life is devoted to raising animals and 

to see them suffering, we need to be far more sure before we can even start to consider what the 

implications would be with reintroduction. Lynx will most likely be as heavily protected as Sea 

Eagles. We can’t consider a new introduction before we start to see other reintroductions such as 

Sea Eagles Beavers and other reintroduction’s impact on agriculture and the environment. We 

need to step back and be very careful in how we go forward with this. 

Comment made by attendee – “I would ask that David please reports back to Governments that 
for farmers and shepherds and crofters. Sheep and lamb deaths are not only financially 
destructive regarding predator damage, but they equally are also affected by the emotional 
losses. It is horrific for farmers and other sheep and lambs in the flock up on finding the predated 
animals in the aftermath.” 

(JC) we cannot overstate how much of an impact it would have on people. There are people of 

both sides of the debate and this was a webinar that we wondered if we should be hosting it as 

a farming membership organisation. I felt that some people would think we shouldn’t be 

venturing into the conversation of Lynx reintroduction. We have to realise that we are not just 

farmers, we are people who have thoughts and feelings alongside those who want to reintroduce 

Lynx. We can’t have any sort of constructive conversation until we accept this. 
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• Question 7 - We have QMS Farm Assurance with the high standards of welfare and animal 
care - so why expect farmers to accept our sheep suffering slow deaths at the claws of a new 
predator? 

(JC) This makes an interesting point. We are bound by these farm assurance schemes to look after 

our animals, but predators can come along and cause suffering to animals. 

(David Bavin response) this previous was not on the radar. We have some of the strongest animal 

welfare legislation in Europe and our standards of animal welfare are generally very high. 

Farmer’s prestige is based upon the quality and health of their stock. The only thing to add from 

Zoologist clarification is that Lynx do not slowly kill their prey, it is not a torturous affair and do 

not play with their prey – Lynx are incredibly efficient killers. The point is a very important one 

and it is not appreciated more widely. 

• Question 8 - Does David know what the worst individual farm losses are (numbers killed)? 

(David Bavin response) - *No. 

*(DB) is to follow this up and report back to NSA Scotland. 

(SMP response) - In the experience of predation of Sea Eagles, a lot of it depends on alternative 

prey species. In vast areas of Scotland, we don’t have enough to sustain them. This certainly 

would apply to springtime under the assumption Lynx would be breeding, they may not kill the 

ewe but will take the lamb. The suffering would be the ewe with potential mastitis – it isn’t the 

actual animal they have killed but its parent or child etc. We are in a very different place in 

Scotland than what is available out with farmed livestock. 

(David Bavin response) – This is a good point for the Sea Eagles. For Lynx, most people agree 

that there is a plentiful supply of wild food in Britain/Scotland. There is a lot of contention over 

aspects if Lynx would do alright here, would there be conflicts which would persist but one thing 

that is agreed on is that there would be plenty of food. This is based on the abundance of deer, 

brown hare, mountain hare, rabbits and the other food that makes up their diet. 

(SMP response) – There is also an abundance of fish in some of the sea lochs in Scotland, but it 

doesn’t mean that the Sea Eagles that are here are fishing in these sea lochs. It is a huge thing 

that (JC) mentioned about talking about these things is that dialogue is very important. We have 

to remember, a comment was raised about the Mouflon being the rarest sheep in Europe, there 

is so much to be discussed and we need to take a step back and be very cautious. (DB) should be 

aware of this. 

(David Bavin response) – Considers the webinar an example of stepping back. What has happened 

in the past with Lynx reintroduction proposals was an area was picked and some token 

consultation was given involving a talk. This webinar is a step back and an expansion of trying 

to find out if this is acceptable in any way to present back to the partnership – What do people 

think of the issues? Where are the knowledge gaps? What can we learn from what has gone on 

before? Enormous admiration for NSA Scotland for putting the webinar on as it is a conflicting 

topic and has previously been a fiery topic. This is an open conversation that is not attached to a 

proposal and there is no proposal forthcoming in the near future. Almost nobody thinks that it is 

possible that there could be a reintroduction for example within 10 years time. This needs to be 

explored as it is a conversation that will not go away. VWT felt that they were in a position to 

get this off to a good start and to make sure that the voices of sheep farmers are properly 

represented. The point made earlier about making sure that people’s wellbeing and the 
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emotional toll is represented is something that is very important coming from and living in an 

upland sheep farming community in mid Wales and having experienced people who have lost 

ewes to dog attacks. Knows how hard it is and will definitely make it back into the feedback to 

the report partners. 

Comment made by attendee – “Wholesale change of hill sheep management would be required 
to protect flocks. Present management is what is creating the tough, resilient genetics that flow 
down the hill. We lose those genetics at our peril.” 

Comment made by attendee – “We should make it clear that the kind of mitigation measures 
adopted by Norwegian farmers such as carcase detection dogs or moving sheep to another area 
would be impractical and unacceptable in Scotland.” 
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Unanswered Webinar Questions  
*The following questions were submitted to David Bavin, VWT after the event. 

• Question 9 - How and why did lynx die out 400 years ago? 

It is believed that they were hunted for sport, for their pelt, which was highly valued, and likely 

to eliminate risk to livestock. This was in conjunction with a large-scale reduction in woodland 

cover and forest deer, their main prey. Lynx breed slowly and, given their large range 

requirements as a top predator, are never very numerous, so additional mortality through 

concerted efforts by humans would have quickly depleted their numbers until their population 

dwindled and became extinct. Human hunting of deer also affected prey availability for lynx. 

• Question 10 - What level of funding do VWT have to reintroduce Lynx to Scotland. 

None. Our objective is not to reintroduce lynx to Scotland, but to investigate whether it’s socially 

feasible – whether people would accept it or not. My post is funded for this study (14 months), 

with some budget for events (hall hire, materials etc.), ending in February 2022. There is no 

funding currently for production of a reintroduction proposal – the pursuit of which depends on 

the output from this study. 

• Question 11 - How does Jura woodland cover compare to Scotland? 

The Jura is a limestone massif, averaging about 50% woodland cover, whilst the Highlands (and 

CNP) has approximately 18-20% forest cover; this is set to increase with ambitious planting 

targets. Argyll has around 30% forest cover. The Jura range has no natural treeline (trees grow 

up to the mountain tops) compared to Scotland where the treeline is much lower, probably a 

result of human activity. The Jura forest ranges from relict Mediterranean patches in the foothills 

and southern slopes, dominated by oak species, which transition through beech and other 

broadleaves to boreal stands of firs and Norway spruce at higher elevations. The Cairngorms is 

generally boreal woodland, dominated by pine and birch species, with oak and other broadleaves 

in the more sheltered lower areas, and conifer plantations throughout. The western part of Argyll 

has an oceanic climate with temperate oak and hazel woods, whilst the higher elevations inland 

would be dominated by planted spruce. In the broadest sense they are similar, but the closer 

comparison for Scotland is south-west Norway. 

• Question 12 - Has an exit strategy been worked out?  

No, because this is the earliest stage of enquiry, where we will be finding out if it is even 

appropriate to develop a proposal for future lynx reintroduction. If it is thought appropriate (at 

the end of our study) to proceed with investigating the feasibility of lynx reintroduction, then 

this would be done in accordance with best practice guidelines which include having an exit 

strategy. Other specific aspects that are flagged up will also be addressed and worked through 

with stakeholders input. 
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• Question 13 - Are roe deer an issue in the proposed Cairngorm Release area? 

It is hard to tell because there is little information on roe deer. Roe deer game bags are only 

reported by estates that report red deer returns, so roe deer abundance and control effort is 

generally under-reported and hard to get a handle on. The Deer Management Groups also tend 

to focus efforts on red deer. It is an area that needs some specific focus to better understand; at 

the moment the views of stakeholders are conflicting. The majority of land-owners, foresters and 

conservationists I have spoken to cite roe deer as part of an overall deer problem, undermining 

woodland regeneration and new planting, and they believe it necessary for their overall 

environmental objectives to reduce deer numbers. Others believe their control effort is adequate 

enough to reduce undesirable impacts and that deer are not an issue. Researchers within the 

British Deer Society are not convinced there is a general ‘deer problem’, but that in some areas 

there is a negative impact. So it’s not a clear picture currently – it is geographically variable. 

• Question 14 - Is there a plentiful supply of roe deer in the Highlands & West Coast Areas? 

The consensus across stakeholders is that there are more than adequate numbers of roe deer in 

the Highlands – roe are distributed through most forested areas in Scotland, and increasing in 

abundance in areas of new planting. They exist at lower density on the west coast, where 

increased rainfall leads to greater mortality of their young. David Hetherington, who has 

researched habitat suitability and prey availability for lynx in Scotland, estimates that roe deer 

density is relatively high in Scotland compared to other European countries; 14.7 – 25.7 per km2 

in Scotland, compared to 20 per km2 in parts of Switzerland, 2 -5 per km2 in Poland, and 0.5 per 

km2 in Norway. He bases his estimate on the most recent population estimates for roe deer of 

200-350,000 (produced by SNH), and 20% woodland cover in then Highlands. 

• Question 15 - How could a lynx density of 6 over the entire CNPA area be expected to have 
any effect on roe deer numbers? 

This is an average estimate of how many lynx the Cairngorms might support based on densities 

elsewhere. It really depends on the number of roe deer. Lynx are highly efficient predators of 

roe deer, preferentially seeking them over all other prey species. If there is a high density of roe 

deer (>20 per km2 , like parts of Switzerland) then there may be little impact. In Poland, where 

roe deer densities are 2-5 per km2, lynx remove 37% of the roe population annually. In Norway, 

where roe densities are very low at 0.5 per km2, lynx can remove over 50% of the population 

per year. Roe deer densities have been shown to decrease where lynx have established (Andrén 

& Lindberg, 2015, ‘Large impact of Eurasian lynx predation on roe deer population dynamics’). 

• Question 16 - Given Roe Deer are more a Lowland species & Central Scotland has increasing 
plantings starting with the CSGN & more. Is it wise to Introduce lynx to this semi urban area? 

There are accepted guidelines produced by the International Union for the Conservation of 

Nature which provide selection criteria for release areas. If lynx were to be reintroduced then an 

area would be selected which had optimal habitat and prey availability, but also considered 

minimizing potential conflicts and the risk to lynx (from RTAs for example). So somewhere like 

Central Scotland would not be a candidate release area. Of course, if it were to go ahead and 

lynx expanded their range, then they might in many decades time colonise the central belt, and 

mitigations would need to be in place to minimise potential conflicts – mitigations which by that 

stage should be well developed. 
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• Question 17 - Will Hill Farmers be put off planting Trees which is a natural habitat for Lynx? 

I am afraid I don’t know – this has not come up when I’ve spoken to farmers or crofters. Would it 

put you off? 

• Question 18 - Lynx are listed as a species of least concern, so what is the benefit to the 
species of trying to reintroduce it to an area they have been absent from for more than 400 
years? Is there not an argument for the Scottish wildcat to be given more support? 

The Scottish wildcat is getting support currently from the Saving Wildcat project. They intend to 

release up to 60 captive bred wildcats at selected sites in the Cairngorms over the next five years, 

which will hopefully re-establish a robust population (www.savingwildcats.org.uk). Other 

countries in Europe have healthy populations of both lynx and wildcats. Whether there is a 

benefit to the lynx as a species is a central question that must be discussed; a 400 year absence 

is a long time. It is however a former native species in Britain, which is considered grounds for 

exploring a potential return. At the broadest scale, it is generally beneficial for a species to 

expand its range and to establish new populations – to improve the overall resilience of the 

population to dynamics such as climate change. 

• Question 19 - What protection could be put in place for endangered species such as Wildcats, 
Mountain & Brown Hare, Capercaillie, Black Grouse & declining ground nesting bird species? 

It would be a requirement of any license application to NatureScot that an Environmental Risk 

Assessment be conducted to quantify the potential risk to other protected species, followed by a 

process of discussion over mitigation options if there are thought to be potentially significant 

impacts – or rejection of the license application. 

• Question 20 - The protection of predators has made a significant decline in a big number of 
species some of which are now on the red list. Control in predators is essential. What do the 
panel think? 

This isn’t a clear cut argument, and it’s hard to generalise across lots of species. The decline of 

species, in general, is symptomatic of habitat loss and degradation, climate change (changes in 

food supply and availability, inclement weather, extreme weather events for example), and land 

use change. Predation can be a factor when prey populations are already depleted, but the root 

cause is usually population instability from the factors outlined above. Healthy populations of 

species should be able to absorb predation pressure – predation is one of the most fundamentally 

important natural processes, which has shaped and driven the evolution of the vast majority of 

species on this planet. However, in contemporary landscapes which are highly disturbed and 

modified, predation can become a factor in preventing the recovery or contributing to the decline 

of vulnerable protected species; predator control then becomes an option to consider.  

• Question 21 - David has painted a picture of national governments supporting the potential 
losses from predation. History does not suggest our national government would offer Scottish 
farmers such support. Why are those without direct financial interests in rural Scotland 
expecting us to carry these extra costs? 

Social justice should be a core objective of species reintroductions, and assessment of social 

feasibility is a crucial part of any licence application. Though it hasn’t always been the case, 

equitable outcomes for any negative impacts should be ensured before any release takes place. 

If a lynx reintroduction proposal is to be pursued, this would be a critical area of discussion 

http://www.savingwildcats.org.uk/
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between practitioners, stakeholders and affected communities – so that those who are most 

affected get the most support.  

• Question 22 - Does David know whether or not the British Government would be prepared 
to fund compensation – like some of the other countries.  I would be most surprised if they 
were. 

I do not know at this stage. Because we are at the very beginning of this exploration, and pursuit 

of lynx reintroduction is undecided, those kind of conversations with government have not taken 

place. Again, it is extremely unlikely that a reintroduction of lynx would be sanctioned without a 

financial package of compensation in place; one which had been agreed upon by affected 

stakeholders. 

• Question 23 - When my husband and I talk to supporters of lynx reintroduction, we are often 
told that our sheep would not be at risk, partly because lynx live in woodlands, while sheep 
live in fields, so all will be well.  I attach a picture of our sheep, grazing in our woods. On our 
small hill farm, we practice what is called silvopasture: grazing our sheep in a mix of fields 
and woodlands. It is a traditional type of livestock farming being more and more promoted 
to modern farmers who are wanting to play their part in addressing climate change, and our 
Scottish heritage breed (Hebrideans) are particularly suited to living in our ancient 
woodlands. Even when in the fields, they take shelter under the 
trees that border almost every field on our farm. In addition, just 
across the small public road leading to our farm, is a large stand of 
timber, stretching away up the hill. It would be simple for a lynx to 
make the jump from that forest, into our woodlands. How will my 
sheep - and all the sheep being grazed in amongst the trees across 
the Scottish Highlands - be safe from this woodland predator?  

This is a key question. We can learn as much as we can from European research, to ensure we are 

in the best position to quantify risk to the best of our ability.  For the great majority of sheep, and 

flocks, the risk would appear to be very low. The impacts of sheep predation, where it occurs, are 

localized and infrequent (though there are rare occasions where there are persistent attacks on 

a flock over a short period of time – but these appear to be very uncommon). Sheep grazed in, 

or adjacent to woodlands are at more risk than sheep that are fenced in pasture. In these cases, 

there is potential to fortify fencing to make it predator proof, or to incorporate guardian animals 

into the flock (which would need to be funded).  

A key aspect of sheep predation is roe deer density. In Norway, where there is the greatest conflict 

between lynx and sheep, sheep predation practically disappears when roe deer density exceeds 

4 per km2. Current estimates for roe deer density in Scotland are 14.7 – 25.7 per km2 based on a 

population of 200-350,000, and 20% woodland cover. Lynx have been demonstrated to 

preferentially select roe deer and other wild prey over livestock, and where they kill livestock, it 

is because they have come into contact with them when searching for wild prey. The reason for 

this preference for wild prey is unclear, but is suggested to be down to a genetically inherited 

search pattern that doesn’t generally include livestock. Unlike what we hear about the white-

tailed eagles, the potential for lynx to ‘learn’ from each other is very low – they are solitary and 

anti-social.  
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Ultimately, there will be some risk – and incidents of sheep predation are likely. But it might 

take decades or more for this risk to be realised, given that a reintroduced population of lynx will 

be small, grow slowly, and have access to a plentiful supply of wild food. By this time, the 

dynamics between lynx and sheep, and effective mitigations, might (should) be much better 

understood. 

• Question 24- If we do end up with Lynx being introduced, will there be a licensing control in 
place so and troublesome animals can be culled and not relocated to be a bother somewhere 
else from the start? 

I cannot say for certain what might or might not be in place, should a lynx reintroduction take 

place in the future. The view of a number of stakeholder groups is that a lynx reintroduction 

could only take place if there was recourse to lethally control problematic individuals, as is 

practised in other countries where lynx have been reintroduced (there is a legal precedent for 

this under a derogation of the Habitats Directive).  

• Question 25 - What non-lethal deterrents for lynx are being used in Europe and are they 
successful and are they expensive? Would the reintroduction group be responsible for this 
cost and for how long would they take this cost on? (Theory is the more Lynx breed more 
chance of conflict over significant time 10+ yrs). 

Electric fencing and guardian animals are the main protective measures used in Europe – they 

are also thought to be the most effective. Guardian animals are usually dogs but can also be 

llamas and donkeys. The expense varies. In Norway, Sweden, France and Switzerland, the great 

majority, if not all of these costs are covered by Government. Lethal control of persistent 

offenders is sanctioned in most European countries where lynx kill sheep, though it rarely has to 

be used. If it is thought appropriate to continue the exploration of lynx reintroduction then these 

issues will be discussed amongst stakeholders, with the objective of reaching a consensus on 

how to ensure a sustainable source of funding that finds its way to where it’s needed.  

• Question 26 - Are trackers to be used on Lynx to monitor their movements & who will be co 
ordinating those movements with Farmers & other Wildlife protection groups?  

It is too early to say whether lynx reintroduction will take place – this is the objective of this 

investigation, to explore the idea at the earliest stage. In the event that it did occur, then the 

animals would almost certainly have radio collars on for monitoring purposes, and liaison with 

stakeholders, such as farmers, should be a priority. 

• Question 27 - Does David know what the worst individual farm losses are (numbers killed)? 

I have quality reporting from one long term study, from the French Jura Mountains. The figures 

in studies from other countries clump the figures or regionalise them. 

From 1984 to 1998, 1132 attacks were recorded on 206 flocks. 1620 sheep were killed – 115 per 

year on average. 85% of the attacks occurred between May and November, when sheep are on 

pasture day and night. Lynx preyed disproportionately on lambs in the flocks.  

Two to six hotspots of activity were identified each year, where sheep were clustered in small 

pastures within or close to lynx territories – these hotspots persisted throughout the study.  

From 1988 to 1998 an average of 15% of the flocks were attacked each year. The smallest flocks 

are most vulnerable; in flocks with less than 50 sheep, over 50% of these suffered greater than 
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5% annual losses between 1984 and 1998, although the absolute numbers of sheep lost 

remained low (a maximum of 15 for one flock). 

In larger flocks of over 100 sheep, only 4% suffered greater than 5% annual loss, but the absolute 

numbers of sheep lost was higher; 13.4% of the flocks had losses of over 10 sheep per year 

(maximum of 54). 

The study concluded that there was not a general lynx-livestock problem, but that some flocks 

suffered disproportionately greater losses, especially small flocks of less than 50 sheep and that 

‘hot spot’ locations persisted. These hotspots appeared to be associated with the proximity of 

sheep to lynx, the configuration of pasture and woodland, and the clustering of sheep in small 

paddocks. I’m sorry if this is a bit technical – it’s from a scientific paper, which excel in making 

information hard to access! 

 

 


